Autobiography A Very Short Introduction Very
Short
If you ally need such a referred autobiography a very short introduction very short ebook that will offer you
worth, acquire the definitely best seller from us currently from several preferred authors. If you desire to
entertaining books, lots of novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are as well as launched, from best
seller to one of the most current released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy all books collections autobiography a very short introduction very short
that we will no question offer. It is not on the costs. Its very nearly what you compulsion currently. This
autobiography a very short introduction very short, as one of the most functional sellers here will enormously
be accompanied by the best options to review.
Microeconomics: A Very Short Introduction Avinash Dixit 2014-04-24 Microeconomics - individuals' choices of
where to live and work, how much to save, what to buy, and firms' decisions about location, hiring, firing, and
investment - involves issues that concern us on a daily basis. But when people think about economics, they tend to
place importance on the bigger picture - macroeconomics - including issues such as unemployment, inflation, and the
competitiveness of nations. In this Very Short Introduction, Avinash Dixit argues that the microeconomy has a
large impact on the economic world, arguably as much as the issues of macroeconomics. Dixit steers a clear path
through the huge number of issues related to microeconomics, explaining what happens when things go well, as well
as showing how they fail, why that happens, and what can be done about it. Using real-life examples from around
the world, using the minimum of mathematics and including simple graphs, he provides insights into economics from
psychology and sociology to explain economic behaviour and rational choice. An ideal introduction for anyone
interested in business and economics. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
English Literature: A Very Short Introduction Jonathan Bate 2010-10-07 Sweeping across two millennia and
every literary genre, acclaimed scholar and biographer Jonathan Bate provides a dazzling introduction to English
Literature. The focus is wide, shifting from the birth of the novel and the brilliance of English comedy to the deep
Englishness of landscape poetry and the ethnic diversity of Britain's Nobel literature laureates. It goes on to
provide a more in-depth analysis, with close readings from an extraordinary scene in King Lear to a war poem by
Carol Ann Duffy, and a series of striking examples of how literary texts change as they are transmitted from
writer to reader. The narrative embraces not only the major literary movements such as Romanticism and
Modernism, together with the most influential authors including Chaucer, Donne, Johnson, Wordsworth, Austen,
Dickens and Woolf, but also little-known stories such as the identity of the first English woman poet to be
honoured with a collected edition of her works. Written with the flair and passion for which Jonathan Bate has
become renowned, this book is the perfect Very Short Introduction for all readers and students of the
incomparable literary heritage of these islands. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from
Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new
ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Witchcraft: A Very Short Introduction Malcolm Gaskill 2010-03-25 Examines the history and origins of
witchcraft, from pre-history to the present day, considering why it still features so heavily in our culture
Refugees: A Very Short Introduction Gil Loescher 2021-05-27 Refugees and other forced migrants are one of the
great contemporary challenges the world is confronting. Throughout the world people leave their home countries
to escape war, natural disasters, and cultural and political oppression. Unfortunately, even today, the
international community struggles to provide an adequate response to this vast population in need. This Very
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Short Introduction covers a broad range of issues around the causes and impact of the contemporary refugee
crisis for both receiving states and societies, for global order, and for refugees and other forced migrants
themselves. Gil Loescher discusses the identity of refugees, asylum seekers, and internally displaced persons and
how they differ from other forced migrants. He also investigates the long history of the refugee phenomenon and
how refugees became a central concern of the international community during the twentieth and twenty first
centuries, as well as considering the responses provided by governments and international aid organisations to
refugee needs. Loescher concludes by focussing on the necessity of these bodies to understand the realities of the
contemporary refugee situation in order to best respond to its current and future challenges. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.
Running in the Family Michael Ondaatje 2011-03-23 In the late 1970s Ondaatje returned to his native island of
Sri Lanka. As he records his journey through the drug-like heat and intoxicating fragrances of that "pendant off
the ear of India, " Ondaatje simultaneously retraces the baroque mythology of his Dutch-Ceylonese family. An
inspired travel narrative and family memoir by an exceptional writer.
Autobiography: A Very Short Introduction Laura Marcus 2018-05-31 Autobiography is one of the most
popular of written forms. From Casanova to Benjamin Franklin to the Kardashians, individuals throughout history
have recorded their own lives and experiences. These personal writings are central to the work of literary critics,
philosophers, historians and psychologists, who have found in autobiographies from across the centuries not only
an understanding of the ways in which lives have been lived, but the most fundamental accounts of what it means
to be a self in the world. In this Very Short Introduction Laura Marcus defines what we mean by 'autobiography',
and considers its relationship with similar literary forms such as memoirs, journals, letters, diaries, and essays.
Analysing the core themes in autobiographical writing, such as confession, conversion and testimony; romanticism
and the journeying self; Marcus discusses the autobiographical consciousness (and the roles played by time, memory
and identity), and considers the relationship between psychoanalysis and autobiography. Exploring the themes of
self-portraiture and performance, Marcus also discusses the ways in which fiction and autobiography have shaped
each other. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
History: A Very Short Introduction John Arnold 2000-02-24 Starting with an examination of how historians
work, this "Very Short Introduction" aims to explore history in a general, pithy, and accessible manner, rather
than to delve into specific periods.

Navigation Jim Bennett 2017-02-23 From the Bronze Age mariners of the Mediterranean to contemporary sailors
using satellite-based technologies, the history of navigation at sea, the art of finding a position and setting a
course, is fascinating. The scientific and technological developments that have enabled accurate measurements of
position were central to exploration, trade, and the opening up of new continents, and the resulting journeys taken
under their influence have had a profound influence on world history. In this Very Short Introduction Jim Bennett
looks at the history of navigation, starting with the distinctive cultures of navigation that are defined
geographically - the Mediterranean Sea, and the Pacific, Indian, and Atlantic Oceans. He shows how the adoption
of mathematical methods, the use of instruments, the writing of textbooks and the publication of charts all
combined to create a more standardized practice. Methods such as longitude-finding by chronometer and lunar
distance were complemented by the routine business of recording courses and reckoning position 'by account'.
Bennett also introduces the incredible array of instruments relied on by sailors, from astrolabes, sextants, and
chronometers, to our more modern radio receivers, electronic equipment, and charts, and highlights the crucial role
played by the individual qualities of endeavor and resourcefulness from mathematicians, scientists, and seamen in
finding their way at sea. The story of navigation combines the societal, the technical, and the human, and it was
vital for shaping the modern world.
Dante: A Very Short Introduction Peter Hainsworth 2015-02-26 In this Very Short Introduction, Peter
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Hainsworth and David Robey take a different approach to Dante, by examining the main themes and issues that run
through all of his work, ranging from autobiography, to understanding God and the order of the universe. In doing
so, they highlight what has made Dante a vital point of reference for modern writers and readers, both inside and
outside Italy. They emphasize the distinctive and dynamic interplay in Dante's writing between argument, ideas, and
analysis on the one hand, and poetic imagination on the other. Dante was highly concerned with the political and
intellectual issues of his time, demonstrated most powerfully in his notorious work, The Divine Comedy. Tracing
the tension between the medieval and modern aspects, Hainsworth and Robey provide a clear insight into the meaning
of this masterpiece of world literature. They highlight key figures and episodes in the poem, bringing out the
originality and power of Dante's writing to help readers understand the problems that Dante wanted his audience
to confront but often left up to the reader to resolve. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books
are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
American Women's History: A Very Short Introduction Susan Ware 2015-02-15 In 1607, Powhatan teenager
Pocahontas first encountered English settlers when John Smith was brought to her village as a captive. In 1920,
the ratification of the 19th Amendment gave women the constitutional right to vote. And in 2012, the U.S. Marine
Corps lifted its ban on women in active combat, allowing female marines to join the sisterhood of American women
who stand at the center of this country's history. Between each of these signal points runs the multi-layered
experience of American women, from pre-colonization to the present. In American Women's History: A Very Short
Introduction Susan Ware emphasizes the richly diverse experiences of American women as they were shaped by
factors such as race, class, religion, geographical location, age, and sexual orientation. The book begins with a
comprehensive look at early America, with gender at the center, making it clear that women's experiences were not
always the same as men's, and looking at the colonizers as well as the colonized, along with issues of settlement,
slavery, and regional variations. She shows how women's domestic and waged labor shaped the Northern economy,
and how slavery affected the lives of both free and enslaved Southern women. Ware then moves through the
tumultuous decades of industrialization and urbanization, describing the 19th century movements led by women
(temperance, moral reform, and abolitionism), She links women's experiences to the familiar events of the Civil War,
the Progressive Era, and World War I, culminating in 20th century female activism for civil rights and successive
waves of feminism. Ware explores the major transformations in women's history, with attention to a wide range of
themes from political activism to popular culture, the work force and the family. From Anne Bradstreet to Ida B.
Wells to Eleanor Roosevelt, this Very Short Introduction recognizes women as a force in American history and,
more importantly, tells women's history as American history. At the core of Ware's narrative is the recognition
that gender - the changing historical and cultural constructions of roles assigned to the biological differences of
the sexes - is central to understanding the history of American women's lives, and to the history of the United
States. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

Kafka: A Very Short Introduction Ritchie Robertson 2004-10-28 Franz Kafka is one of the most intriguing writers
of the 20th century. In this text the author provides an up-to-date introduction to Kafka, beginning with an
examination of his life and then discussing some of the major themes that emerge in Kafka's work.
The Narrative of Cabeza de Vaca lvar N
ez Cabeza de Vaca 2020-06-18 This edition of lvar N
ez Cabeza de
Vaca's Relaci n offers readers Rolena Adorno and Patrick Charles Pautz's celebrated translation of Cabeza de
Vaca's account of the 1527 P nfilo de Narv ez expedition to North America. The dramatic narrative tells the
story of some of the first Europeans and the first-known African to encounter the North American wilderness and
its Native inhabitants. It is a fascinating tale of survival against the highest odds, and it highlights Native
Americans and their interactions with the newcomers in a manner seldom seen in writings of the period. In this Englishlanguage edition, reproduced from their award-winning three-volume set, Adorno and Pautz supplement the
engrossing account with a general introduction that orients the reader to Cabeza de Vaca's world. They also
provide explanatory notes, which resolve many of the narrative's most perplexing questions. This highly readable
translation fires the imagination and illuminates the enduring appeal of Cabeza de Vaca's experience for a modern
audience.
autobiography-a-very-short-introduction-very-short

3/9

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on September 29, 2022 by guest

Biography: A Very Short Introduction Hermione Lee 2009-07-09 Biographies are one of the most popular and bestselling of the literary genres. Why do people like them? What does a biography do and how does it work? This Very
Short Introduction examines different types of biographies, why certain people and historical events arouse so
much interest, and how they are compared with history and fiction.

Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction Allen C. Guelzo 2009-02-05 Beneath the surface of the apparently
untutored and deceptively frank Abraham Lincoln ran private tunnels of self-taught study, a restless
philosophical curiosity, and a profound grasp of the fundamentals of democracy. Now, in Lincoln: A Very Short
Introduction, the award-winning Lincoln authority Allen C. Guelzo offers a penetrating look into the mind of one
of our greatest presidents. If Lincoln was famous for reading aloud from joke books, Guelzo shows that he also
plunged deeply into the mainstream of nineteenth-century liberal democratic thought. Guelzo takes us on a wideranging exploration of problems that confronted Lincoln and liberal democracy--equality, opportunity, the rule
of law, slavery, freedom, peace, and his legacy. The book sets these problems and Lincoln's responses against the
larger world of American and trans-Atlantic liberal democracy in the 19th century, comparing Lincoln not just
to Andrew Jackson or John Calhoun, but to British thinkers such as Richard Cobden, Jeremy Bentham, and John
Bright, and to French observers Alexis de Tocqueville and Fran ois Guizot. The Lincoln we meet here is an
Enlightenment figure who struggled to create a common ground between a people focused on individual rights and a
society eager to establish a certain moral, philosophical, and intellectual bedrock. Lincoln insisted that liberal
democracy had a higher purpose, which was the realization of a morally right political order. But how to interject
that sense of moral order into a system that values personal self-satisfaction--"the pursuit of happiness"-remains a fundamental dilemma even today. Abraham Lincoln was a man who, according to his friend and biographer
William Henry Herndon, "lived in the mind." Guelzo paints a marvelous portrait of this Lincoln--Lincoln the man of
ideas--providing new insights into one of the giants of American history. About the Series: Combining authority with
wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary thinking about the central
problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
Film: A Very Short Introduction Michael Wood 2012-01-26 Offers a wealth of insight into the paradoxical
nature of film, considering its role and impact on society in the 20th century as well as its future in the digital
age. Original.
Molecules: A Very Short Introduction Philip Ball 2003-11-27 The processes in a single living cell are akin to
that of a city teeming with molecular inhabitants that move, communicate, cooperate, and compete. In this Very
Short Introduction, Philip Ball explores the role of the molecule in and around us - how, for example, a single
fertilized egg can grow into a multi-celled Mozart, what makes spider's silk insoluble in the morning dew, and how
this molecular dynamism is being captured in the laboratory, promising to reinvent chemistry as the central
creative science of the century. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University
Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Henry James: A Very Short Introduction Susan L. Mizruchi 2020-11-01 An elegant introduction to one of
America's most complex and influential writers. From his childhood in a family of leading American intellectuals
through his mature life as a major American man of letters, Henry James (1843-1916) created a unique body of
fiction that represents one of the greatest achievements in the nation's literary history. James's transnational life
in the US and England and his extraordinary siblings (the philosopher William James and diarist Alice James) made his
life as complicated as the fictions he produced. In this elegant introduction to the work of Henry James, Susan L.
Mizruchi places the notoriously difficult and obscure writings in their historical and biographical context. As
James grew in confidence as a writer, his fictions evolved accordingly. These complex accounts of human experience
engage with the vital issues of both James's era and our own. Among the works treated in this introduction are
Washington Square, The Europeans, Daisy Miller, The Portrait of a Lady, The Golden Bowl, and The Turn of the
Screw. Through his novels, as well as his journalistic and critical endeavors, James explores themes related to
gender relations, human sexuality, the nature of modernity, the threat of relativism, the rise of mass culture, and
the role of art. Since their creation, James's writings have been a consistent subject of both literary theory and
popular culture, receiving a diverse array of theoretical treatments, from formalism, deconstruction,
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phenomenology, and pragmatism to Marxism, new historicism, and gender and queer theory. James's novels have been
adapted into numerous films by directors including William Wyler, Peter Bogdanovich, Michael Winner,
Merchant/Ivory, and Jane Campion. The impact of Henry James cannot be overstated.
Adam Smith Christopher J. Berry 2018 In 1776 Adam Smith (1723-90) wrote The Wealth of Nations, a book so
foundational that it has led to him being called the father of economics. Today he is associated with the
promotion of self-interest, a defense of greed and a criticism of any governmental 'interference' in market
transactions which, if left to the 'invisible hand', will produce prosperity and liberty. Yet if Smith is actually read
these associations are more a caricature than a faithful portrait. In this Very Short Introduction, Christopher
Berry offers a balanced and nuanced view of this seminal thinker, embedding his fierce defense of free trade,
competition, and assault on special interests in contemporary European history, politics, and philosophy. As Berry
explores, Smith was more than an economist. His book The Theory of Moral Sentiment, offered a complex account
of ethics in the context of human social behavior. His scope as a professor at the University of Glasgow, a major
center of the Scottish Enlightenment, was extensive. Beyond courses in philosophy and jurisprudence he also gave
classes covering history, literature, and language. In addition to his two major works he also wrote a pioneering
study of the history of astronomy as an illustration of the motivations that drive humans to seek answers to
questions. He produced, again derived from his Glasgow classroom, an analysis of the development of grammar and
language. As Christopher Berry shows, Adam Smith was no narrow thinker, but rather one who produced not only
one of the greatest books in the history of social science, but also a wide-ranging body of work that remains
significant today. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Numbers: A Very Short Introduction Peter M. Higgins 2011-02-24 In this Very Short Introduction Peter M. Higgins
presents an overview of the number types featured in modern science and mathematics. Providing a non-technical
account, he explores the evolution of the modern number system, examines the fascinating role of primes, and
explains their role in contemporary cryptography.
The Elements: A Very Short Introduction Philip Ball 2004-04-08 This Very Short Introduction traces the
history and cultural impact of the elements on humankind, and examines why people have long sought to identify the
substances around them. Looking beyond the Periodic Table, the author takes the reader on an engaging and
entertaining tour: from the Greek philosophers who propounded a system with four elements - earth, air, fire, and
water - to the modern-day scientists who are able to create their own.
Muhammad: A Very Short Introduction Jonathan A.C. Brown 2011-03-24 Drawing on traditional Muslim sources,
Michael Cook describes Muhammad's life and teaching. He also attempts to stand back from this traditional picture
to show how far it is historically justified.

Martin Luther: A Very Short Introduction Scott H. Hendrix 2010-10-21 When Martin Luther posted his NinetyFive Theses (reputedly nailed to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg), he unwittingly launch a movement
that would dramatically change the course of European history. This superb short introduction to Martin
Luther, written by a leading authority on Luther and the Reformation, presents this pivotal figure as historians
now see him. Instead of singling him out as a modern hero, historian Scott Hendrix emphasizes the context in which
Luther worked, the colleagues who supported him, and the opponents who adamantly opposed his agenda for
change. The author explains the religious reformation and Luther's importance without ignoring the political and
cultural forces, like princely power and Islam, which led the reformation down paths Luther could neither foresee
nor influence. The book pays tribute to Luther's genius but also recognizes the self-righteous attitude that
alienated contemporaries. The author offers a unique explanation for that attitude and for Luther's anti-Jewish
writings, which are especially hard to comprehend after the Holocaust.
Geology: A Very Short Introduction Jan Zalasiewicz 2018-07-16 Ranging across the 4.6 billion year history of
the planet, geology is the subject that encompasses almost all that we see around us, in one way or another, and
also much that we cannot see, beneath our feet, and on other planets. The fruits of geology provide most of the
materials that give us shelter, and most of the energy that drives our modern lives. Within the study of geology
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lie some of the clues to the extraordinary impact our species is going to play out on the planet, in centuries and
millennia to come. In this Very Short Introduction Jan Zalasiewicz gives a brief introduction to the fascinating field
of geology. Describing how the science developed from its early beginnings, he looks at some of the key discoveries
that have transformed it, before delving into its various subfields, such as sedimentology, tectonics, and
stratigraphy. Analysing the geological foundations of the Earth, Zalasiewicz explains the interlocking studies of
tectonics, geophysics, and igneous and metamorphic petrology and geochemistry; and describes how rocks are dated
by radiometric dating. Considering the role and importance of geology in the finding and exploitation of resources
(including fracking), he also discusses its place in environmental issues, such as foundations for urban structures
and sites for landfill, and in tackling issues associated with climate change. Zalasiewicz concludes by discussing
the exciting future and frontiers of the field, such as the exploration of the geology of Mars. ABOUT THE SERIES:
The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every
subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics
highly readable.

Poverty: A Very Short Introduction Philip N. Jefferson 2018-06-14 No one wants to live in poverty. Few people
would want others to do so. Yet, millions of people worldwide live in poverty. According to the World Bank,
over 700 million people lived on less than US $2 a day in 2013. Why is that? What has been done about it in the
past? And what is being done about it now? In this Very Short Introduction Philip N. Jefferson explores how the
answers to these questions lie in the social, political, economic, educational, and technological processes that
impact all of us throughout our lives. The degree of vulnerability is all that differentiates us. He shows how a
person's level of vulnerability to adverse changes in their life is very much dependent on the circumstances of their
birth, including where their family lived, the schools they attended, whether it was peacetime or wartime, whether
they had access to clean water, and whether they are male or female. Arguing that whilst poverty is ancient and
enduring, the conversation about it is always new and evolving, Jefferson looks at the history of poverty, and
the practical and analytical efforts we have made to eradicate it, and the prospects for further poverty
alleviation in the future. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Autobiography: A Very Short Introduction Laura Marcus 2018-07-19 Autobiography is one of the most
popular of written forms. From Casanova to Benjamin Franklin to the Kardashians, individuals throughout history
have recorded their own lives and experiences. These personal writings are central to the work of literary critics,
philosophers, historians and psychologists, who have found in autobiographies from across the centuries not only
an understanding of the ways in which lives have been lived, but the most fundamental accounts of what it means
to be a self in the world. In this Very Short Introduction Laura Marcus defines what we mean by 'autobiography',
and considers its relationship with similar literary forms such as memoirs, journals, letters, diaries, and essays.
Analysing the core themes in autobiographical writing, such as confession, conversion and testimony; romanticism
and the journeying self; Marcus discusses the autobiographical consciousness (and the roles played by time, memory
and identity), and considers the relationship between psychoanalysis and autobiography. Exploring the themes of
self-portraiture and performance, Marcus also discusses the ways in which fiction and autobiography have shaped
each other. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Aristotle: A Very Short Introduction Jonathan Barnes 2000-10-12 The influence of Aristotle, the prince of
philosophers, on the intellectual history of the West is second to none. In this book Jonathan Barnes examines
Aristotle's scientific researches, his discoveries in logic and his metaphysical theories, his work in psychology and
in ethics and politics, and his ideas about art and poetry, placing his teachings in their historical context. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.
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Plato: A Very Short Introduction Julia Annas 2003-02-13 This lively and accessible introduction to Plato
focuses on the philosophy and argument of his writings, drawing the reader into Plato's way of doing philosophy,
and the general themes of his thinking. This is not a book to leave the reader standing in the outer court of
introduction and background information, but leads directly into Plato's argument. It looks at Plato as a thinker
grappling with philosophical problems in a variety of ways, rather than a philosopher with a fully worked-out
system. It includes a brief account of Plato's life and the various interpretations that have been drawn from the
sparse remains of information. It stresses the importance of the founding of the Academy and the conception of
philosophy as a subject. Julia Annas discusses Plato's style of writing: his use of the dialogue form, his use of
what we today call fiction, and his philosophical transformation of myths. She also looks at his discussions of
love and philosophy, his attitude to women, and to homosexual love, explores Plato's claim that virtue is
sufficient for happiness, and touches on his arguments for the immortality of the soul and his ideas about the
nature of the universe. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
The Meaning of Life Terry Eagleton 2007-02-22 We have all wondered about the meaning of life. But is there an
answer? Terry Eagleton takes a stimulating look at this most compelling of questions, and suggests that the
problem of the meaning of life arose with modernity. He looks at the cultural and philosophical reasons for this,
and examines the meaninglessness that appears to plague our times. After surveying a variety of possible
candidates, Eagleton suggests his own surprising conclusion.
Plague: A Very Short Introduction Paul Slack 2012-03-22 Throughout history plague has been the cause of
many major catastrophes. It was responsible for the Black Death of 1348 and the Great Plague of London in
1665, and for devastating epidemics much earlier and much later, in the Mediterranean in the sixth century, and in
China and India between the 1890s and 1920s. Today, it has become a metaphor for other epidemic disasters which
appear to threaten us, but plague itself has never been eradicated. In this Very Short Introduction, Paul Slack
explores the historical impact of plague over the centuries, looking at the ways in which it has been interpreted,
and the powerful images it has left behind in art and literature. Examining what plague meant for those who
suffered from it, and how governments began to fight against it, he demonstrates the impact plague has had on
modern notions of public health and how it has shaped our history. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

Albert Camus Oliver Gloag 2020-02-27 Albert Camus is one of the best known philosophers of the twentieth
century, as well as a widely read novelist. Active in the first half of the twentieth century, his views contributed
to the rise of the philosophy known as absurdism, and his works have inspired numerous movies, and even pop songs,
and are frequently referenced in contemporary politics. 0In this Very Short Introduction Oliver Gloag explores
the life and work of a man full of contradictions, who occupied an ambiguous position in troubled and conflicted
times. A fearless journalist who tirelessly investigated the terrible conditions of people in French-occupied Algeria
in the 1930s, Camus also stated that the only salvation for France was to remain an "Arab Power". While he
published articles during the German Occupation in a clandestine resistance newspaper, Camus also withdrew a
chapter on Kafka to ensure that his philosophical treatise would pass the Nazi-controlled censorship. Over the
course of his life he ranged from being strongly in favour of the death penalty to deploring it in his philosophy..
Following a broad chronological framework, Gloag explores the major philosophical and literary works of
Camus in the historical context in which they were written and published, and analyses how the reception and
popularity of these works are connected with contemporary political, social and cultural issues, shaping the
ideological landscape that surrounds us.
Goethe Ritchie Robertson 2016 Robertson covers the life and work of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(1749-1832): scientist, administrator, artist, art critic, and literary writer in a variety of genres.
Galileo: A Very Short Introduction Stillman Drake 2001-02-22 In a startling reinterpretation of the evidence,
Stillman Drake advances the hypothesis that Galileo's trial and condemnation by the Inquisition was caused not
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by his defiance of the Church, but by the hostility of contemporary philosophers. Galileo's own beautifully lucid
arguments are used to show how his scientific method was utterly divorced from the Aristotelian approach to
physics in that it was based on a search not for causes but for laws. Galileo's method was of overwhelming
significance for the development of modern physics, and led to a final parting of the ways between science and
philosophy. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Relativity: A Very Short Introduction Russell Stannard 2008-07-24 100 years ago, Einstein's theory of
relativity shattered the world of physics. Our comforting Newtonian ideas of space and time were replaced by
bizarre and counterintuitive conclusions: if you move at high speed, time slows down, space squashes up and you
get heavier; travel fast enough and you could weigh as much as a jumbo jet, be squashed thinner than a CD without
feeling a thing - and live for ever. And that was just the Special Theory. With the General Theory came even
stranger ideas of curved space-time, and changed our understanding of gravity and the cosmos. This authoritative
and entertaining Very Short Introduction makes the theory of relativity accessible and understandable. Using very
little mathematics, Russell Stannard explains the important concepts of relativity, from E=mc2 to black holes,
and explores the theory's impact on science and on our understanding of the universe. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly
readable.

Nelson Mandela: A Very Short Introduction Elleke Boehmer 2008-07-17 As well as being a remarkable statesman
and one of the world's longest-detained political prisoners, Nelson Mandela has become an exemplary figure of nonracialism and democracy, a moral giant. Once a man with an unknown face, he became after his 1994 release one of
the most internationally recognizable images of our time. Set within a biographical frame, this Very Short
Introduction explores the reasons why his story is so important to us in the world at large today, and what his
achievements signify. It shows how our picture of Mandela is a great deal more complicated than the legend
suggests: quality of character is combined with his talents as a performer, his maverick ability to absorb
transnational influences, his proximity to outstanding colleagues, his steely survival skills, and his postmodern
ease with media image. It shows how many different interconnected stories, histories, values, and symbols combine in
the famous name Nelson Mandela. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Scotland: A Very Short Introduction Robert Allan Houston 2008-11-27 This Very Short Introduction
explores the key themes from more than 1,000 years of Scotland's fascinating history. Covering everything from
the Jacobites to devolution to the modern economy, this concise account presents a fully-integrated picture of
what Scottish society, culture, politics and religion look like, and why.
Minerals: A Very Short Introduction David Vaughan 2014-10-23 Minerals existed long before any forms of life,
playing a key role in the origin and evolution of life; an interaction with biological systems that we are only now
beginning to understand. Exploring the traditional strand of mineralogy, which emphasises the important mineral
families, the well-established analytical methods (optical microscopy and X-ray diffraction) and the dramatic
developments made in techniques over recent decades, David Vaughan also introduces the modern strand of
mineralogy, which explores the role minerals play in the plate tectonic cycle and how they interact with the living
world. Demonstrating how minerals can be critical for human health and illness by providing essential nutrients and
releasing poisons, Vaughan explores the multitude of ways in which minerals have aided our understanding of the
world. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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Viruses: A Very Short Introduction Dorothy H. Crawford 2011-07-28 Viruses are big news. From pandemics such
as HIV, swine flu, and SARS, we are constantly being bombarded with information about new lethal infections. In
this Very Short Introduction Dorothy Crawford demonstrates how clever these entities really are. From their
discovery and the unravelling of their intricate structures, Crawford demonstrates how these tiny parasites are
by far the most abundant life forms on the planet. With up to two billion of them in each litre of sea water,
viruses play a vital role in controlling the marine environment and are essential to the ocean's delicate ecosystem.
Analyzing the threat of emerging virus infections, Crawford recounts stories of renowned killer viruses such as
Ebola and rabies as well as the less known bat-borne Nipah and Hendra viruses. Pinpointing wild animals as the
source of the most recent pandemics, she discusses the reasons behind the present increase in potentially fatal
infections, as well as evidence suggesting that long term viruses can eventually lead to cancer. By examining our
lifestyle in the 21st century, Crawford looks to the future to ask whether we can ever live in harmony with
viruses, and considers the ways in which we may need to adapt to prevent emerging viruses with devastating
consequences. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Nothing: A Very Short Introduction Frank Close 2009-06-25 An exploration of the concept of "nothing"
journeys from ancient ideas and cultural traditions to the latest scientific research, discussing the history of the
vacuum, theories on the nature of time and space, and other discoveries.
Perception Brian J. Rogers 2017 Perception is one of the oldest and most deeply investigated topics in psychology,
and it raised some profound philosophical questions. It is concerned with how we use the information reaching our
senses to inform our behaviour, and to create our subjective experience of the surrounding world. Brian Rogers
discusses the philosophical question of what it means to perceive, and describes how we are able to perceive the
particular characteristics of objects and scenes such as their lightness, colour, form, depth, and motion. He
argues that perception should not be seen as a separate process but rather as part of a 'perceptual system',
involving both the extraction ofperceptual information and the control of action--Amazon.com.
Molecular Biology: A Very Short Introduction Aysha Divan 2016-08-18 Molecular Biology is the story of the
molecules of life, their relationships, and how these interactions are controlled. It is an expanding field in life
sciences, and its applications are wide and growing. We can now harness the power of molecular biology to treat
diseases, solve crimes, map human history, and produce genetically modified organisms and crops, and these
applications have sparked a multitude of fascinating legal and ethical debates. In this Very Short Introduction,
Aysha Divan and Janice Royds examine the history, present, and future of Molecular Biology. Starting with the
building blocks established by Darwin, Wallace and Mendel, and the discovery of the structure of DNA in 1953,
they consider the wide range of applications for Molecular Biology today, including the development of new drugs,
and forensic science. They also look forward to two key areas of evolving research such as personalised medicine
and synthetic biology. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get
ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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