Culture Technology And The Creation Of
America S N
Getting the books culture technology and the creation of america s n now is not type of
inspiring means. You could not only going when book gathering or library or borrowing from
your contacts to entry them. This is an utterly simple means to specifically get guide by online. This online message culture technology and the creation of america s n can be one of the
options to accompany you following having further time.
It will not waste your time. undertake me, the e-book will enormously expose you extra
concern to read. Just invest tiny time to way in this on-line revelation culture technology
and the creation of america s n as with ease as review them wherever you are now.

American Genesis Thomas Parke Hughes 1989 Traces the history of the American aptitude
for invention and technology, from the development of the incandescent light and the radio
through to the Manhattan Project and the space program
Shifting Gears Cecelia Tichi 1987 Shifting Gears is a richly illustrated exploration of the
American era of gear-and-girder technology. From the 1890s to the 1920s machines and
structures shaped by this technology emerged in many forms, from automobiles and
harvesting machines to b
The Pilot and the Passenger Leo Marx 1988 Essays discuss the vernacular tradition, the
literary view of technology, socialist criticism, and works by Melville, Frost and Twain
Hmong American Concepts of Health, Healing, and Conventional Medicine Dia Cha
2003 Examines Hmong American concepts of health, illness and healing, and looks at the
Hmong American experience with conventional medicine. In this, it identifies factors that
either obstruct or enable healthcare delivery to the Hmong.
The Mexican American Experience Matt S. Meier 2003 A-to-Z entries covers this
erumpent minority's experience from the arts to religion, popular culture, science,
technology, business, and government.
Culture, Technology, and the Creation of America's National Parks Richard A. Grusin
2004-04-22 Grusin shows that while establishing a national park does involve preserving an
area of land as a "natural" rather than economic asset, a ranch or mine for instance, it also
transforms the landscape into a culturally constructed object called "nature.""--BOOK
JACKET.
Space in America Klaus Benesch 2005 America's sense of space has always been tied to what
Hayden White called the narrativization of real events. If the awe-inspiring manifestations of
nature in America (Niagara Falls, Virginia's Natural Bridge, the Grand Canyon, etc.) were
often used as a foil for projecting utopian visions and idealizations of the nation's exceptional
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place among the nations of the world, the rapid technological progress and its concomitant
appropriation of natural spaces served equally well, as David Nye argues, to promote the
dominant cultural idiom of exploration and conquest. From the beginning, American attitudes
towards space were thus utterly contradictory if not paradoxical; a paradox that scholars
tried to capture in such hybrid concepts as the middle landscape (Leo Marx), an engineered
New Earth (Cecelia Tichi), or the technological sublime (David Nye). Not only was America's
concept of space paradoxical, it has always also been a contested terrain, a site of continuous
social and cultural conflict. Many foundational issues in American history (the dislocation of
Native and African Americans, the geo-political implications of nation-building, immigration
and transmigration, the increasing division and clustering of contemporary American society,
etc.) involve differing ideals and notions of space. Quite literally, space and its various
ideological appropriations formed the arena where America's search for identity (national,
political, cultural) has been staged. If American democracy, as Frederick Jackson Turner
claimed, is born of free land, then its history may well be defined as the history of the fierce
struggles to gain and maintain power over both the geographical, social and political spaces
of America and its concomitant narratives. The number and range of topics, interests, and
critical approaches of the essays gathered here open up exciting new avenues of inquiry into
the tangled, contentious relations of space in America. Topics include: Theories of Space Landscape / Nature - Technoscape / Architecture / Urban Utopia - Literature - Performance /
Film / Visual Arts.
Circles James Burke 2000 The author examines the world of technology in a series of essays
that originally appeared in his popular "Scientific American" column, examining everything
from hypnotism to electromagnetic fields.
A History of the Book in America David Paul Nord 2015-12-01 The fifth volume of A
History of the Book in America addresses the economic, social, and cultural shifts affecting
print culture from World War II to the present. During this period factors such as the
expansion of government, the growth of higher education, the climate of the Cold War,
globalization, and the development of multimedia and digital technologies influenced the
patterns of consolidation and diversification established earlier. The thirty-three contributors
to the volume explore the evolution of the publishing industry and the business of
bookselling. The histories of government publishing, law and policy, the periodical press,
literary criticism, and reading--in settings such as schools, libraries, book clubs, self-help
programs, and collectors' societies--receive imaginative scrutiny as well. The Enduring Book
demonstrates that the corporate consolidations of the last half-century have left space for the
independent publisher, that multiplicity continues to define American print culture, and that
even in the digital age, the book endures. Contributors: David Abrahamson, Northwestern
University James L. Baughman, University of Wisconsin-Madison Kenneth Cmiel (d. 2006)
James Danky, University of Wisconsin-Madison Robert DeMaria Jr., Vassar College Donald A.
Downs, University of Wisconsin-Madison Robert W. Frase (d. 2003) Paul C. Gutjahr, Indiana
University David D. Hall, Harvard Divinity School John B. Hench, American Antiquarian
Society Patrick Henry, New York City College of Technology Dan Lacy (d. 2001) Marshall
Leaffer, Indiana University Bruce Lewenstein, Cornell University Elizabeth Long, Rice
University Beth Luey, Arizona State University Tom McCarthy, Beirut, Lebanon Laura J.
Miller, Brandeis University Priscilla Coit Murphy, Chapel Hill, N.C. David Paul Nord, Indiana
University Carol Polsgrove, Indiana University David Reinking, Clemson University Jane
Rhodes, Macalester College John V. Richardson Jr., University of California, Los Angeles Joan
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Shelley Rubin, University of Rochester Michael Schudson, University of California, San
Diego, and Columbia University Linda Scott, University of Oxford Dan Simon, Seven Stories
Press Ilan Stavans, Amherst College Harvey M. Teres, Syracuse University John B.
Thompson, University of Cambridge Trysh Travis, University of Florida Jonathan Zimmerman,
New York University
Off the Record David Morton 2000 A cultural and economic history of sound recording
technology.
Digital Humanities in Latin America Héctor D. Fernández l'Hoeste 2020 As digital media
and technologies transform the study of the humanities around the world, this volume
provides the first hemispheric view of the practice of digital humanities in the Spanish- and
Portuguese-speaking Americas. These essays examine how participation and research in new
media have helped configure identities and collectivities in the region. Featuring case studies
from throughout Latin America, including the United States Latinx community, contributors
analyze documentary films, television series, and social media to show how digital
technologies create hybrid virtual spaces and facilitate connections across borders. They
investigate how Latinx bloggers and online activists navigate governmental restrictions in
order to connect with the global online community. These essays also incorporate
perspectives of race, gender, and class that challenge the assumption that technology is a
democratizing force. Digital Humanities in Latin America illuminates the cultural, political,
and social implications of the ways Latinx communities engage with new technologies. In
doing so, it connects digital humanities research taking place in Latin America with that of
the Anglophone world. A volume in the series Reframing Media, Technology, and Culture in
Latin/o America, edited by H ctor Fern ndez L'Hoeste and Juan Carlos Rodr guez
Taylored Lives Martha Banta 1993 Canvasing the culture, Banta shows how the cause of
efficiency was taken up in narratives, of every sort - in mail-order catalogs, popular
romances, newspaper stories, and personal testimonials "from below," as well as in the
canonical works of writers from Henry Adams and William James, to Sinclair Lewis,
Nathanael West, and William Faulkner. The strategies of impassioned theorists and hands-on
practitioners affected the kinds-of narratives produced in the controversy over the pros and
cons of the management culture; they bear an eerie resemblance to the means by which we
today, storytellers all, keep trying to make sense of our own chaotic times. This
interdisciplinary work charts the development of a managerial culture from its start in the
steel mills of Pennsylvania through its spread across the American experience in an
interlocking series of social systems and everyday practices
Nature, Technology and the Sacred Bronislaw Szerszynski 2005-01-28 This provocative and
timely book argues that contemporary ideas and practices concerning nature and technology
remain closely bound up with religious ways of thinking and acting. Using examples from
North America, Europe and elsewhere, it reinterprets a range of 'secular' phenomena in
terms of their conditioning by a complex series of transformations of the sacred in Western
history. The contemporary practices of environmental politics, technological risk behaviour,
alternative medicine, vegetarianism and ethical consumption take on new significance as
sites of struggle between different sacral orderings. Nature, Technology and the Sacred
introduces a radically new direction for today's critical discourse concerning nature and
technology – one that reinstates it as a moment within the ongoing religious history of the
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West.
Radio's America Bruce Lenthall 2008-11-15 Orson Welles’s greatest breakthrough into the
popular consciousness occurred in 1938, three years before Citizen Kane, when his War of
the Worlds radio broadcast succeeded so spectacularly that terrified listeners believed they
were hearing a genuine report of an alien invasion—a landmark in the history of radio’s
powerful relationship with its audience. In Radio’s America, Bruce Lenthall documents the
enormous impact radio had on the lives of Depression-era Americans and charts the
formative years of our modern mass culture. Many Americans became alienated from their
government and economy in the twentieth century, and Lenthall explains that radio’s appeal
came from its capability to personalize an increasingly impersonal public arena. His
depictions of such figures as proto-Fascist Charles Coughlin and medical quack John Brinkley
offer penetrating insight into radio’s use as a persuasive tool, and Lenthall’s book is unique in
its exploration of how ordinary Americans made radio a part of their lives. Television
inherited radio’s cultural role, and as the voting tallies for American Idol attest, broadcasting
continues to occupy a powerfully intimate place in American life. Radio’s America reveals
how the connections between power and mass media began.
Material Culture Studies in America Thomas J. Schlereth 1999 The country's leading
authority on use of artifactual evidence in historical research collects twenty-five classic
essays and gives his overview of the field of material culture.
Material Culture in America Helen Sheumaker 2008 Presents more than two hundred
alphabetic entries that cover the history of American material culture, including such topics
as adolescence, mourning, graphic design, Art Deco, and gay consumerism.
Movie-made America Robert Sklar 1994 This vastly readable and richly illustrated volume
examines film as art form, technological innovation, big business, and cultural bellwether. It
takes in stars from Douglas Fairbanks to Sly Stallone; auteurs from D. W. Griffith to Martin
Scorsese and Spike Lee; and genres from the screwball comedy of the 1930s to the "hard
body" movies of the 1980s to the independent films of the 1990s. Combining panoramic
sweep with detailed commentaries on hundreds of individual films, Movie-Made America is a
must for any motion picture enthusiast.
Twelve Inventions Which Changed America Gerhard Falk 2013-02-13 Gerhard Falk describes
twelve inventions that transformed the United States from a rural and small-town community
to an industrial country of unprecedented power. The book is both a sociological analysis and
a history of technology in the United States in the past two hundred years.
Human-Built World Thomas P. Hughes 2005-05-13 To most people, technology has been
reduced to computers, consumer goods, and military weapons; we speak of "technological
progress" in terms of RAM and CD-ROMs and the flatness of our television screens. In
Human-Built World, thankfully, Thomas Hughes restores to technology the conceptual
richness and depth it deserves by chronicling the ideas about technology expressed by
influential Western thinkers who not only understood its multifaceted character but who also
explored its creative potential. Hughes draws on an enormous range of literature, art, and
architecture to explore what technology has brought to society and culture, and to explain
how we might begin to develop an "ecotechnology" that works with, not against, ecological
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systems. From the "Creator" model of development of the sixteenth century to the "big
science" of the 1940s and 1950s to the architecture of Frank Gehry, Hughes nimbly charts
the myriad ways that technology has been woven into the social and cultural fabric of
different eras and the promises and problems it has offered. Thomas Jefferson, for instance,
optimistically hoped that technology could be combined with nature to create an Edenic
environment; Lewis Mumford, two centuries later, warned of the increasing mechanization of
American life. Such divergent views, Hughes shows, have existed side by side, demonstrating
the fundamental idea that "in its variety, technology is full of contradictions, laden with
human folly, saved by occasional benign deeds, and rich with unintended consequences." In
Human-Built World, he offers the highly engaging history of these contradictions, follies, and
consequences, a history that resurrects technology, rightfully, as more than gadgetry; it is in
fact no less than an embodiment of human values.
Technology, Literature, and Digital Culture in Latin America Matthew Bush 2015-07-16
Grappling with the contemporary Latin American literary climate and its relationship to the
pervasive technologies that shape global society, this book visits Latin American literature,
technology, and digital culture from the post-boom era to the present day. The volume
examines literature in dialogue with the newest media, including videogames, blogs,
electronic literature, and social networking sites, as well as older forms of technology, such
as film, photography, television, and music. Together, the essays interrogate how the global
networked subject has affected local political and cultural concerns in Latin America. They
show that this subject reflects an affective mode of knowledge that can transform the way
scholars understand the effects of reading and spectatorship on the production of political
communities. The collection thus addresses a series of issues crucial to current and future
discussions of literature and culture in Latin America: how literary, visual, and digital artists
make technology a formal element of their work; how technology, from photographs to blogs,
is represented in text, and the ramifications of that presence; how new media alters the
material circulation of culture in Latin America; how readership changes in a globalized
electronic landscape; and how critical approaches to the convergences, boundaries, and
protocols of new media might transform our understanding of the literature and culture
produced or received in Latin America today and in the future.
Every Home a Distillery Sarah H. Meacham 2009-10-12 American historians will find this
study both enlightening and surprising.--Cynthia A. Kierner, George Mason University
"Historian"
Wonder Shows Fred Nadis 2005-01 An intriguing history of magicians and mesmerists who
revealed science and technology to the general public in an awe-inspiring fashion provides a
unique synthesis of the history of performance with a study of culture, science, and religion.
Masters and Statesmen Kenneth S. Greenberg 1985 Greenberg shows how planters and
statesmen grappled with contradictory ideas and uses of power... His fresh insights on
statesmanship, dueling, political parties and representation, the proslavery movement, and
the origins and dynamics of Southern nationalism and secession give new vigor to these
topics. -- Library Journal
The Soundscape of Modernity Emily Thompson 2004-09-17 A vibrant history of acoustical
technology and aural culture in early-twentieth-century America. In this history of aural
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culture in early-twentieth-century America, Emily Thompson charts dramatic transformations
in what people heard and how they listened. What they heard was a new kind of sound that
was the product of modern technology. They listened as newly critical consumers of aural
commodities. By examining the technologies that produced this sound, as well as the culture
that enthusiastically consumed it, Thompson recovers a lost dimension of the Machine Age
and deepens our understanding of the experience of change that characterized the era.
Reverberation equations, sound meters, microphones, and acoustical tiles were deployed in
places as varied as Boston's Symphony Hall, New York's office skyscrapers, and the
soundstages of Hollywood. The control provided by these technologies, however, was applied
in ways that denied the particularity of place, and the diverse spaces of modern America
began to sound alike as a universal new sound predominated. Although this sound—clear,
direct, efficient, and nonreverberant—had little to say about the physical spaces in which it
was produced, it speaks volumes about the culture that created it. By listening to it,
Thompson constructs a compelling new account of the experience of modernity in America.
A Social History of American Technology Ruth Schwartz Cowan 1997 The text explains how
various technologies have affected the ways in which Americans work, govern, cook,
transport, communicate, maintain their health, and reproduce.
On Creating a Usable Culture Maureen A. Molloy 2008-02-20 Margaret Mead’s career took
off in 1928 with the publication of Coming of Age in Samoa. Within ten years, she was the
best-known academic in the United States, a role she enjoyed all of her life. In On Creating a
Usable Culture, Maureen Molloy explores how Mead was influenced by, and influenced, the
meanings of American culture and secured for herself a unique and enduring place in the
American popular imagination. She considers this in relation to Mead’s four popular
ethnographies written between the wars (Coming of Age in Samoa, Growing Up in New
Guinea, The Changing Culture of an Indian Tribe, and Sex and Temperament in Three
Primitive Societies) and the academic, middle-brow, and popular responses to them. Molloy
argues that Mead was heavily influenced by the debates concerning the forging of a
distinctive American culture that began around 1911 with the publication of George
Santayana’s "The Genteel Tradition." The creation of a national culture would solve the
problems of alienation and provincialism and establish a place for both native-born and
immigrant communities. Mead drew on this vision of an "integrated culture" and used her
"primitive societies" as exemplars of how cultures attained or failed to attain this ideal. Her
ethnographies are really about "America," the peoples she studied serving as the
personifications of what were widely understood to be the dilemmas of American selfhood in
a materialistic, individualistic society. Two themes subtend Molloy’s analysis. The first is
Mead’s articulation of the individual’s relation to his or her culture via the trope of sex. Each
of her early ethnographies focuses on a "character" and his or her problems as expressed
through sexuality. This thematic ties her work closely to the popularization of psychoanalysis
at the time with its understanding of sex as the key to the self. The second theme involves the
change in Mead’s attitude toward and definition of "culture"—from the cultural determinism
in Coming of Age to culture as the enemy of the individual in Sex and Temperament. This
trend parallels the consolidation and objectification of popular and professional notions about
culture in the 1920s and 1930s. On Creating a Usable Culture will be eagerly welcomed by
those with an interest in American studies and history, cultural studies, and the social
sciences, and most especially by readers of American intellectual history, the history of
anthropology, gender studies, and studies of modernism.
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Asian American Culture on Stage Yuko Kurahashi 1999 First Published in 1999. Routledge is
an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
Americana Bhu Srinivasan 2018-12-04 An absorbing and original narrative history of
American capitalism NAMED A BEST BOOK OF 2017 BY THE ECONOMIST From the days of
the Mayflower and the Virginia Company, America has been a place for people to dream,
invent, build, tinker, and bet the farm in pursuit of a better life. Americana takes us on a fourhundred-year journey of this spirit of innovation and ambition through a series of Next Big
Things -- the inventions, techniques, and industries that drove American history forward:
from the telegraph, the railroad, guns, radio, and banking to flight, suburbia, and sneakers,
culminating with the Internet and mobile technology at the turn of the twenty-first century.
The result is a thrilling alternative history of modern America that reframes events, trends,
and people we thought we knew through the prism of the value that, for better or for worse,
this nation holds dearest: capitalism. In a winning, accessible style, Bhu Srinivasan boldly
takes on four centuries of American enterprise, revealing the unexpected connections that
link them. We learn how Andrew Carnegie's early job as a telegraph messenger boy paved
the way for his leadership of the steel empire that would make him one of the nation's richest
men; how the gunmaker Remington reinvented itself in the postwar years to sell typewriters;
how the inner workings of the Mafia mirrored the trend of consolidation and regulation in
more traditional business; and how a 1950s infrastructure bill triggered a series of events
that produced one of America's most enduring brands: KFC. Reliving the heady early days of
Silicon Valley, we are reminded that the start-up is an idea as old as America itself.
Entertaining, eye-opening, and sweeping in its reach, Americana is an exhilarating new work
of narrative history.
Beatlemania André Millard 2012-06-04 Refreshing and insightful, Beatlemania offers a
deeper understanding the days of the Fab Four and the band's long-term effects on the
business and culture of pop music.
Man Bites Dog: Hot Dog Culture in America Bruce Kraig, professor emeritus of History,
Roosevelt University, Chicago, Founding President, Culinary Historians of Chicago; author,
Man Bites Dog: Hot Dog Culture in America and Hot Dog: A Global History 2012-11-20
Whether you call them franks, wieners, or red hots, hot dogs are as American as apple
pie—but how did these little links become icons of American culture? Man Bites Dog explores
the almighty hot dog through history, culture, styles, and even the people who made them
famous. Loaded with stunning color photos by Patty Carroll, descriptions of neighborhood
venues and flashy pushcarts from New York to Los Angeles, and recipes for cooking up hot
dog heaven at home, this book is the ultimate source—informative, fun, and tasty—on the role
of hot dogs in American culture.
America, Technology and Strategic Culture Brice Harris 2008-08-26 This book analyses
the American way of war within the context of Clausewitzian theory. In doing so, it draws
conclusions about the origins, viability, and technical feasibility of America’s current
strategic approach. The author argues that the situation in which America has found itself in
Iraq is the direct result of a culturally predisposed inclination to substitute technology for
strategy. This habit manifests most extremely in the form of the Network-Centric
Warfare/Effects-Based Operations (NCW/EBO) construct, which by and large has failed to
deliver on its many promises. This book argues that the fundamental problem with the
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NCW/EBO – and with US defence transformation, generally – is that it centres on technology
at the expense of other dynamics, notably the human one. Taking a fresh perspective on US
strategic cultural predispositions in an era of persistent military conflict, the author argues
for the necessity of America’s revising its strategic paradigm in favour of a more holistic
brand of strategy. This book will be of much interest to students of Clausewitz, Strategic
Studies, International Security and US foreign policy.
American Technological Sublime David E. Nye 1994 Technology has long played a central
role in the formation of Americans' sense of selfhood. From the first canal systems through
the moon landing, we have, for better or worse, derived unity from the common feeling of
awe inspired by largescale applications of technological prowess. American Technological
Sublime continues the exploration of the social construction of technology that David Nye
began in his award-winning book Electrifying America. Here Nye examines the continuing
appeal of the technological sublime (a term coined by Perry Miller) as a key to the nation's
history, using as examples the natural sites, architectural forms, and technological
achievements that ordinary people have valued intensely. This text is a study of the politics of
perception in industrial society.
American Nations Colin Woodard 2012-09-25 • A New Republic Best Book of the Year • The
Globalist Top Books of the Year • Winner of the Maine Literary Award for Non-fiction •
Particularly relevant in understanding who voted for who in this presidential election year,
this is an endlessly fascinating look at American regionalism and the eleven “nations” that
continue to shape North America According to award-winning journalist and historian Colin
Woodard, North America is made up of eleven distinct nations, each with its own unique
historical roots. In American Nations he takes readers on a journey through the history of our
fractured continent, offering a revolutionary and revelatory take on American identity, and
how the conflicts between them have shaped our past and continue to mold our future. From
the Deep South to the Far West, to Yankeedom to El Norte, Woodard (author of American
Character: A History of the Epic Struggle Between Individual Liberty and the Common Good)
reveals how each region continues to uphold its distinguishing ideals and identities today,
with results that can be seen in the composition of the U.S. Congress or on the county-bycounty election maps of any hotly contested election in our history.
A Culture of Growth Joel Mokyr 2016-10-25 Why Enlightenment culture sparked the
Industrial Revolution During the late eighteenth century, innovations in Europe triggered the
Industrial Revolution and the sustained economic progress that spread across the globe.
While much has been made of the details of the Industrial Revolution, what remains a
mystery is why it took place at all. Why did this revolution begin in the West and not
elsewhere, and why did it continue, leading to today's unprecedented prosperity? In this
groundbreaking book, celebrated economic historian Joel Mokyr argues that a culture of
growth specific to early modern Europe and the European Enlightenment laid the
foundations for the scientific advances and pioneering inventions that would instigate
explosive technological and economic development. Bringing together economics, the history
of science and technology, and models of cultural evolution, Mokyr demonstrates that
culture—the beliefs, values, and preferences in society that are capable of changing
behavior—was a deciding factor in societal transformations. Mokyr looks at the period
1500–1700 to show that a politically fragmented Europe fostered a competitive "market for
ideas" and a willingness to investigate the secrets of nature. At the same time, a
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transnational community of brilliant thinkers known as the “Republic of Letters” freely
circulated and distributed ideas and writings. This political fragmentation and the supportive
intellectual environment explain how the Industrial Revolution happened in Europe but not
China, despite similar levels of technology and intellectual activity. In Europe, heterodox and
creative thinkers could find sanctuary in other countries and spread their thinking across
borders. In contrast, China’s version of the Enlightenment remained controlled by the ruling
elite. Combining ideas from economics and cultural evolution, A Culture of Growth provides
startling reasons for why the foundations of our modern economy were laid in the mere two
centuries between Columbus and Newton.
Electronic Hearth Cecelia Tichi 1991 John Updike described this "primitive appeal of the
hearth" in Roger's Version: "Television is--its irresistable charm--a fire. Entering an empty
room, we turn it on, and a talking face flares into being." Sitting in front of the TV, Americans
exist in a safety zone, free from the hostility and violence of the outside world. She also
discusses long-standing suspicions of TV viewing: its often solitary, almost autoerotic
character, its supposed numbing of the minds and imagination of children, and assertions
that watching television drugs the minds of Americans. Television has been seen as
treacherous territory for public figures, from generals to presidents, where satire and
broadcast journalism often deflate their authority. And the print culture of journalism and
book publishing has waged a decades-long war of survival against it--only to see new TV
generations embrace both the box and the book as a part of their cultural world.
Dominance by Design Michael Adas 2006-01 Long before the United States became a major
force in global affairs, Americans believed in their superiority over others due to their
inventiveness, productivity, and economic and social well-being. U.S. expansionists assumed
a mandate to âeoecivilizeâe non-Western peoples by demanding submission to American
technological prowess and design. As an integral part of Americaâe(tm)s national identity and
sense of itself in the world, this civilizing mission provided the rationale to displace the
Indians from much of our continent, to build an island empire in the Pacific and Caribbean,
and to promote unilateralâe"at times militaryâe"interventionism throughout Asia. In our age
of âeoesmart bombsâe and mobile warfare, technological aptitude remains preeminent in
validating Americaâe(tm)s global mission. Michael Adas brilliantly pursues the history of this
mission through America's foreign relations over nearly four centuries from North America to
the Philippines, Vietnam, and the Persian Gulf. The belief that it is our right and destiny to
remake foreign societies in our image has endured from the early decades of colonization to
our current crusade to implant American-style democracy in the Muslim Middle East.
Dominance by Design explores the critical ways in which technological superiority has
undergirded the U.S.âe(tm)s policies of unilateralism, preemption, and interventionism in
foreign affairs and raised us from an impoverished frontier nation to a global power.
Challenging the long-held assumptions and imperatives that sustain the civilizing mission,
Adas gives us an essential guide to Americaâe(tm)s past and present role in the world as well
as cautionary lessons for the future.
Discourse and Culture Alun Munslow 2013-04-03 Written history is literary artifact: taking
this as its starting point, Discourse and Culture argues that the Foucauldian concept of the
shifting scale of linguistic and historic values must be the central focus for a new
interpretation of American culture and ideology. Six major American historical figures are
evaluated as products of the conflict between subordinate and dominant influences in
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American society: steelmaster Andrew Carnegie; labour leader Terence V. Powderly;
historian of the West Frederick J. Turner; social reconstructionist Jane Addams; race leader
Booker T. Washington; and black nationalist W.E.B. du Bois. Discourse and Culture reassesses the relationship between ideology and cultural formation by asking if cultural
change can be explained as a function of discourse. The book draws upon the ideas of
Althusser, Gramsci and Hayden to address this issue, which lies at the very heart of
contemporary debate on the character of cultural history.
American Environmental History Carolyn Merchant 2007-10-31 By studying the many ways
diverse peoples have changed, shaped, and conserved the natural world over time,
environmental historians provide insight into humanity's unique relationship with nature and,
more importantly, are better able to understand the origins of our current environmental
crisis. Beginning with the precolonial land-use practice of Native Americans and concluding
with our twenty-first century concerns over our global ecological crisis, American
Environmental History addresses contentious issues such as the preservation of the
wilderness, the expulsion of native peoples from national parks, and population growth, and
considers the formative forces of gender, race, and class. Entries address a range of topics,
from the impact of rice cultivation, slavery, and the growth of the automobile suburb to the
effects of the Russian sea otter trade, Columbia River salmon fisheries, the environmental
justice movement, and globalization. This illustrated reference is an essential companion for
students interested in the ongoing transformation of the American landscape and the
conflicts over its resources and conservation. It makes rich use of the tools and resources
(climatic and geological data, court records, archaeological digs, and the writings of
naturalists) that environmental historians rely on to conduct their research. The volume also
includes a compendium of significant people, concepts, events, agencies, and legislation, and
an extensive bibliography of critical films, books, and Web sites.
Constructing a Bridge Eda Kranakis 1997 A historical look at styles of technological
research and design. If it is true, as Tocqueville suggested, that social and class systems
shape technology, research, and knowledge, then the effects should be visible both at the
individual level and at the level of technical institutions and local environments. That is the
central issue addressed in Constructing a Bridge, a tale of two cultures that investigates how
national traditions shape technological communities and their institutions and become
embedded in everyday engineering practice. Eda Kranakis first examines these issues in the
work of two suspension bridge designers of the early nineteenth century: the American
inventor James Finley and the French engineer Claude-Louis-Marie-Henri Navier. Finley--who
was oriented toward the needs of rural, frontier communities--designed a bridge that could
be easily reproduced and constructed by carpenters and blacksmiths. Navier--whose
professional training and career reflected a tradition of monumental architecture and had
linked him closely to the Parisian scientific community--designed an elegant, costly, and
technically sophisticated structure to be built in an elite district of Paris. Charting the careers
of these two technologists and tracing the stories of their bridges, Kranakis reveals how local
environments can shape design goals, research practices, and design-to-construction
processes. Kranakis then offers a broader look at the technological communities and
institutions of nineteenth-century France and America and at their ties to technological
practice. She shows how conditions that led to Finley's and Navier's distinct designs also
fostered different systems of technical education as well as distinct ideologies and traditions
of engineering research.The result of this two-tiered, comparative approach is a reorientation
culture-technology-and-the-creation-of-america-s-n
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of a historiographic tradition initiated by Tocqueville (and explored more recently by Eugene
Ferguson, John Kasson, and others) toward a finer-grained analysis of institutional and local
environments as mediators between national traditions and individual styles of technological
research and design.
Hunger for the Wild Michael L. Johnson 2007 Americans have had an enduring yet
ambivalent obsession with the West as both a place and a state of mind. Michael L. Johnson
considers how that obsession originated, how it has determined attitudes toward and
activities in the West, and how it has changed over the centuries.
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