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El Niño A. M. Babkina 2003 The term El Niño (Spanish for "the Christ Child") was originally
used by fishermen along the coasts of Ecuador and Peru to refer to a warm ocean current
that typically appears around Christmastime and lasts for several months. Fish are less
abundant during these warm intervals, yet in some years, however, the water is especially
warm and the break in the fishing season persists into May or even June. El Niño also brings
heavy rains. During the past 40 years, nine El Niños have affected the South American coast.
Most of them raised water temperatures not only along the coast, but also at the Galapagos
islands and in a belt stretching 5000 miles across the equatorial Pacific. The weaker events
raised sea temperatures only by one to two degrees Fahrenheit, but the strong ones, like the
El Niño of 1982-83, left an imprint, not only upon the local weather and marine life, but also
on climatic conditions around the globe. This book includes a detailed overview and
bibliography with complete title, author and subject indexes.
A Companion to Global Environmental History J. R. McNeill 2015-05-04 The Companion
to Global Environmental History offers multiple points of entry into the history and
historiography of this dynamic and fast-growing field, to provide an essential road map to
past developments, current controversies, and future developments for specialists and
newcomers alike. Combines temporal, geographic, thematic and contextual approaches from
prehistory to the present day Explores environmental thought and action around the world, to
give readers a cultural, intellectual and political context for engagement with the
environment in modern times Brings together environmental historians from around the
world, including scholars from South Africa, Brazil, Germany, and China
Droughts, Cyclones & Floods Don Garden 2017-02-03 Droughts, Floods and Cyclones is the
most comprehensive study of this phenomenon, examining the impact of a series of El Niño
events in Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and French Polynesia in the second half of the
nineteenth century.
God's Family, God's Earth Kaoma, Kapya J. 2014-01-16 This book explores how the mounting
ecological crisis has religious, political, and economic roots that enable and promote social
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and environmental harm. It presents the thesis that religious traditions, including their
ethical expressions, can effectively address the crisis, ameliorate its effects, and advocate
social and environmental betterment, now and in the future. The ecological overtones of
African traditional religions and Christianity are examined along with a discussion on African
morality. Recognition is given to the conflict between ecological values and religious
teachings in an examination contrasting the awareness of socio-economic problems caused by
overpopulation.
Floods, Famines, and Emperors Brian Fagan 2009-02-10 In 1999, few people had thought to
examine the effects of climate on civilization. Now, due in part to the groundbreaking work of
archaeologist Brian Fagan, climate change is a central issue. Revised and updated ten years
after its first publication, Floods, Famines and Emperors remains the definitive account of
how the world's best-known climate event had an indelible impact on history.
Floods Michael Woods 2007-01-01 A flood can occur instantly, from ocean waves that wash
over land. Or it can begin slowly, with a rainfall lasting many hours. Regardless, terrible
disasters can occur whenever too much water rushes into or slowly gathers in the wrong
place. Rushing water can sweep buildings off foundations. People must quickly leave their
homes and possessions to seek safety. Some drown before they can escape. With dramatic
images and firsthand survivor stories plus the latest facts and figures this book shows you
flood disasters up close.
Natural Hazards and Peoples in the Indian Ocean World Greg Bankoff 2016-07-09 This book
examines the dangers and the patterns of adaptation that emerge through exposure to risk on
a daily basis. By addressing the influence of environmental factors in Indian Ocean World
history, the collection reaches across the boundaries of the natural and social sciences,
presenting case-studies that deal with a diverse range of natural hazards – fire in
Madagascar, drought in India, cyclones and typhoons in Oman, Australia and the Philippines,
climatic variability, storms and flood in Vietnam and the Philippines, and volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes and tsunamis in Indonesia. These chapters, written by leading international
historians, respond to a growing need to understand the ways in which natural hazards shape
social, economic and political development of the Indian Ocean World, a region of the globe
that is highly susceptible to the impacts of seismic activity, extreme weather, and climate
change.
Disasters and History Bas van Bavel 2020-10-31 Disasters and History offers the first
comprehensive historical overview of hazards and disasters. Drawing on a range of case
studies, including the Black Death, the Lisbon earthquake of 1755 and the Fukushima
disaster, the authors examine how societies dealt with shocks and hazards and their
potentially disastrous outcomes. They reveal the ways in which the consequences and
outcomes of these disasters varied widely not only between societies but also within the same
societies according to social groups, ethnicity and gender. They also demonstrate how
studying past disasters, including earthquakes, droughts, floods and epidemics, can provide a
lens through which to understand the social, economic and political functioning of past
societies and reveal features of a society which may otherwise remain hidden from view. This
title is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core.
The Palgrave Handbook of Climate History Sam White 2018-08-10 This handbook offers
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the first comprehensive, state-of-the-field guide to past weather and climate and their role in
human societies. Bringing together dozens of international specialists from the sciences and
humanities, this volume describes the methods, sources, and major findings of historical
climate reconstruction and impact research. Its chapters take the reader through each key
source of past climate and weather information and each technique of analysis; through each
historical period and region of the world; through the major topics of climate and history and
core case studies; and finally through the history of climate ideas and science. Using clear,
non-technical language, The Palgrave Handbook of Climate History serves as a textbook for
students, a reference guide for specialists and an introduction to climate history for scholars
and interested readers.
Currents of Change Michael H. Glantz 2001 Culture Bound is designed to give language
teachers a basis for introducing a cultural component into their teaching. The articles give a
perspective on how language and culture interact and explore in particular the difference
between interacting with another culture and entering it: language students are encouraged
to understand the new culture without necessarily embracing it. This selection brings
together representative practical and theoretical material written by a variety of scholars and
teachers in the field. The essays are organized under three headings: language, thought, and
culture; cultural differences and similarities; and classroom applications. The collection as a
whole brings both breadth and depth to a topic that has been strangely neglected despite its
recognized importance.
Droughts, Floods, and Global Climatic Anomalies in the Indian Ocean World Philip
Gooding 2022-05-23 This book explores histories of droughts and floods in the Indian Ocean
World, and their connections to broader global climatic anomalies. It deploys an
interdisciplinary approach rooted in the emerging field of climate history to investigate the
multifaceted effects of global climatic anomalies on regions affected by the Indian Ocean
Monsoon System – regularly conceived of as the macro-region’s ‘deep structure.’ Case
studies explore how droughts and floods related to anomalous climatic conditions have
historically affected states, societies, and ecologies across the Indian Ocean World, including
in relation to food security, epidemic diseases, political (in)stability, economic change,
infrastructural development, colonialism, capitalism, and scientific knowledge. Tracing
longue durée patterns from the twelfth to the early twentieth centuries, this book makes a
significant contribution to our understanding of global climatic events and their effects on the
Indian Ocean World. It highlights essential historical case studies for contextualizing the
potential effects of global warming on the macro-region in the present and future.
Climatology 1989
Iberia and the Americas Will Kaufman 2006 This comprehensive encyclopedia covers the
reciprocal effects that the politics, foreign policy, and culture of Spain, Portugal, and the
American nations have had on one another since the time of Columbus. * More than 400
cross-referenced entries covering events and themes as diverse as the impact in Iberia of
foodstuffs introduced from the New World, such as tomatoes and potatoes, and U.S. policy
toward Spain and Portugal during the Cold War * An extensive bibliography listing sources
ranging from archival letters to the most recent scholarship from the Americas, Spain, and
Portugal
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Oceans and Oceanography John P. Rafferty Associate Editor, Earth Sciences 2011-01-15
Constituting more than 70 percent of Earths surface, the worlds oceans are so vast as to
remain something of an enigma to this day. Navigating these imposing seas and unlocking
their secrets is the calling of oceanographers. Their research helps determine what climatic,
geologic, and chemical impact oceans have on a variety of organisms. In spite of their
magnitude and might, the worlds oceans are not immune to the effects of adverse human
activity, such as pollution. This volume surveys this huge, but fragile, ecosystem and the
individuals who help fight for the preservation of this vital resource that has critical
significance to all earthly life.
The Jamestown Project Karen Ordahl Kupperman 2009-06-30 Listen to a short interview with
Karen Ordahl Kupperman Host: Chris Gondek | Producer: Heron & Crane Captain John
Smith's 1607 voyage to Jamestown was not his first trip abroad. He had traveled throughout
Europe, been sold as a war captive in Turkey, escaped, and returned to England in time to
join the Virginia Company's colonizing project. In Jamestown migrants, merchants, and
soldiers who had also sailed to the distant shores of the Ottoman Empire, Africa, and Ireland
in search of new beginnings encountered Indians who already possessed broad
understanding of Europeans. Experience of foreign environments and cultures had sharpened
survival instincts on all sides and aroused challenging questions about human nature and its
potential for transformation. It is against this enlarged temporal and geographic background
that Jamestown dramatically emerges in Karen Kupperman's breathtaking study.
Reconfiguring the national myth of Jamestown's failure, she shows how the settlement's
distinctly messy first decade actually represents a period of ferment in which individuals
were learning how to make a colony work. Despite the settlers' dependence on the
Chesapeake Algonquians and strained relations with their London backers, they forged a
tenacious colony that survived where others had failed. Indeed, the structures and practices
that evolved through trial and error in Virginia would become the model for all successful
English colonies, including Plymouth. Capturing England's intoxication with a wider world
through ballads, plays, and paintings, and the stark reality of Jamestown--for Indians and
Europeans alike--through the words of its inhabitants as well as archeological and
environmental evidence, Kupperman re-creates these formative years with astonishing detail.
The Great Warming Brian Fagan 2010-08-01 In this New York Times bestseller, Brian Fagan
shows how climate transformed-and sometimes destroyed--human societies during the earth's
last global warming phase. From the 10th to 15th centuries the earth experienced a rise in
surface temperature that changed climate worldwide-a preview of today's global warming. In
some areas, including much of Western Europe, longer summers brought bountiful crops and
population growth that led to cultural flowering. In others, drought shook long-established
societies, such as the Maya and the Indians of the American Southwest, whose monumental
buildings were left deserted as elaborate social structures collapsed. Brian Fagan examines
how subtle changes in the environment had far-reaching effects on human life, in a narrative
that sweeps from the Arctic ice cap to the Sahara to the Indian Ocean. The lessons of history
suggest we may be yet be underestimating the power of climate change to disrupt our lives
today.
ARCHAEOLOGY – Volume I Donald L. Hardesty 2010-06-15 Archaeology is a component of
Encyclopedia of Social Sciences and Humanities in the global Encyclopedia of Life Support
Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias.
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Archaeology is a road for traveling into the past that is independent of and complementary to
documents and memory. The archaeological record provides historical perspectives on
variability and change in human life support systems with the potential for use in planning for
future sustainable development. The Theme is organized into four different topics which
represent the main scientific areas of the theme: - Foundations of Archaeology; - The
Archaeology of Life Support Systems; - World Cultural Heritage; - Preserving Archaeological
Sites and Monuments which are then expanded into multiple subtopics, each as a chapter.
The first topic deals with historical, methodological, and theoretical foundations of
archaeology. The second topic explores the archaeological record of human life support
systems and includes chapters on foraging, food production such as farming and nomadic
lifestyles, civilizations, water-management systems, and sustainability. World cultural
heritage is the third topic. Finally, the fourth topic covers the preservation of cultural
memorials such as archaeological sites, landscapes, and monuments. These two volumes are
aimed at the following five major target audiences: University and College Students
Educators, Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts, Managers,
and Decision Makers, NGOs and GOs.
Unstoppable Global Warming Siegfried Fred Singer 2007 Argues that global warming is a
natural, cyclical phenomenon that has not been caused by human activities and that its
negative consequences have been greatly overestimated.
La Niña and the Making of Climate Optimism Julia Miller 2019-07-12 This book examines the
deep connection Australians have with their climate to understand contemporary views on
human-induced climate change. It is the first study of the Australian relationship with La
Niña and it explains how fundamental this relationship is to the climate change debate both
locally and globally. While unease with the Australian environment was a hallmark of early
settler relations with a new continent, this book argues that the climate itself quickly became
a source of hope and linked to progress. Once observed, weather patterns coalesced into
recognizable cycles of wet and dry years and Australians adopted a belief in the certainty of
good seasons. It was this optimistic response to climate linked to La Niña that laid the
groundwork for this relationship with the Australian environment. This book will appeal to
scholars and students of the environmental humanities, history and science as well as anyone
concerned about climate change.
Cultures of Disaster Greg Bankoff 2003 Explores the relationship between environment and
culture in the contemporary Philippines. The book will be of interest to those engaged in
relief policy and administration in developing countries.
Hydrometeorology Christopher G. Collier 2016-08-08 Hydrometeorology presents an
introduction to relevant topics in the interdisciplinary fields of hydrology and meteorology.
This book is one of the few books aiming to provide a balance between aspects of
meteorological and hydrological processes. The transfer of energy and water between the
land surface and lower atmosphere within the hydrological cycle is addressed followed by a
description of the nature of precipitation, and how it is formed. Forecasting precipitation is
reviewed on all scales, and the range of rainfall-runoff models and coastal surge models and
forecasts (including tsunamis) which have been, and are being, used are discussed. The
mechanisms of snow, ice (glacier, sea and tundra), evaporation and transpiration, how
drought occurs and the representation of wind are described. How rainfall (including radar
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measurements) and river flow information is gathered and analysed (including, frequency
analysis, Probable Maximum Precipitation and Flood) are presented. Satellite measurements
of precipitation are discussed. Examples of major past floods and droughts are given. Past
and future climate change, which is included, underpins the importance of hydrometeorological processes. The structure of the general circulation of the atmosphere and how
it influences weather and climate including the Hadley, Ferrel and Polar cells, the Trade
winds and the El Nino, is outlined. Finally, the influence of urban areas on rainfall formation,
dealing with urban drainage and air quality are described. Each chapter ends with one or two
specific points as appendices, elements discussed in the chapter and a list of sample
problems to aid understanding. Readership: This book is aimed at 3rd year undergraduate
and postgraduate students on hydrology/hydrometeorology, environmental science and
geography courses. Professionals in environmental protection agencies and consultancies will
also find the book of great interest. It contains a balance of both the physics and mathematics
which underpin such courses and activities.
Is Geography Destiny? John Luke Gallup 2003-08-04 For decades, the prevailing sentiment
was that, since geography is unchangeable, there is no reason why public policies should take
it into account. In fact, charges that geographic interpretations of development were
deterministic, or even racist, made the subject a virtual taboo in academic and policymaking
circles alike. 'Is Geography Destiny?' challenges that premise and joins a growing body of
literature studying the links between geography and development. Focusing on Latin
America, the book argues that based on a better understanding of geography, public policy
can help control or channel its influence toward the goals of economic and social
development.
Floods, Famines, and Emperors Brian Fagan 2009-02-10 In 1997 and early 1998, one of the
most powerful El Ninos ever recorded disrupted weather patterns all over the world. Europe
suffered through a record freeze as the American West was hit with massive floods and
snowstorms; in the western Pacific, meanwhile, some island nations literally went bone dry
and had to have water flown in on transport planes. Such effects are not new: climatologists
now know the El Nino and other climate anomalies have been disrupting weather patterns
throughout history. But until recently, no one had asked how this new understanding of the
global weather system related to archaeology and history. Droughts, floods, heat and cold put
stress on cultures and force them to adapt. What determines whether they adapt
successfully? How do these climate stresses affect a people's faith in the foundations of their
society and the legitimacy of their rulers? How vulnerable is our own society to climate
change? In this dazzlingly original new book, archaeologist Brian Fagan shows that shortterm climate shifts have been a major -- and hitherto unrecognized -- force in history. El Ninodriven droughts have brought on the collapse of dynasties in Egypt; El Nino monsoon failures
have caused historic famines in India; and El Nino floods have destroyed whole civilizations
in Peru. Other short-term climate changes may have caused the mysterious abandonment of
the Anasazi dwellings in the American Southwest and the collapse of the ancient Maya
empire, as well as changed the course of European history. This beautifully written,
groundbreaking book opens a new door on our understanding of historical events.
Unifying Geography John Anthony Matthews 2004 Through its identification of unifying
themes, this book will provide students with a meaningful framework through which to
understand the nature of the geographical discipline.
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Floods, Famines and Emperors Brian M. Fagan 2000 In 1997 and early 1998, one of the most
powerful El Ninos ever recorded disrupted weather patterns all over the world. Europe
suffered through a record freeze as the American West was hit with massive floods and
snowstorms; in the Western Pacific, meanwhile, some island nations literally went bone dry
and had to have water flown in on transport planes. In this dazzlingly original book,
archaeologist Brian Fagan shows that such effects are not new: El Nino has been disrupting
weather patterns on and off for at least 5,000 years, sometimes with catastrophic effects on
civilizations. El Nino-driven droughts have brought on the collapse of dynasties in Egypt; El
Nino monsoon failures have caused historic famines in India; and El Nino floods have
destroyed whole civilizations in Peru and changed the course of European exploration. These
events were not isolated but had lasting influence on the later course of these civilizations for
centuries.
Late Victorian Holocausts Mike Davis 2017-01-01 Examining a series of El Niño-induced
droughts and the famines that they spawned around the globe in the last third of the 19th
century, Mike Davis discloses the intimate, baleful relationship between imperial arrogance
and natural incident that combined to produce some of the worst tragedies in human history.
Late Victorian Holocausts focuses on three zones of drought and subsequent famine: India,
Northern China; and Northeastern Brazil. All were affected by the same global climatic
factors that caused massive crop failures, and all experienced brutal famines that decimated
local populations. But the effects of drought were magnified in each case because of
singularly destructive policies promulgated by different ruling elites. Davis argues that the
seeds of underdevelopment in what later became known as the Third World were sown in this
era of High Imperialism, as the price for capitalist modernization was paid in the currency of
millions of peasants' lives.
El Niño in History César Caviedes 2001 Cesar Caviedes provides a comprehensive
historical account of El Nino, the fascinating and disruptive weather phenomenon that has
affected weather cycles all over the globe for thousands of years. Combining scientific
accuracy with readable presentation, he brings together all existing information, references
and clues about past El Nino occurrences and their impact on political, military, social,
economic and environmental history. This sweeping demonstration of the impact of climatic
fluctuation on human history should be fascinating to the scientific community as well as to
the general public.
Food Security and Sociopolitical Stability Christopher B. Barrett 2013-09-26 Global food
price spikes in 2008 and again in 2011 coincided with a surge of political unrest in low- and
middle-income countries. Angry consumers took to the streets in scores of nations. In some
places, food riots turned violent, pressuring governments and in a few cases contributed to
their overthrow. Foreign investors sparked a new global land rush, adding a different set of
pressures. With scientists cautioning that the world has entered a new era of steadily rising
food prices, perhaps aggravated by climate change, the specter of widespread food insecurity
and sociopolitical instability weighs on policymakers worldwide. In the past few years,
governments and philanthropic foundations began redoubling efforts to resuscitate
agricultural research and technology transfer, as well as to accelerate the modernization of
food value chains to deliver high quality food inexpensively, faster, and in greater volumes to
urban consumers. But will these efforts suffice? This volume explores the complex
relationship between food security and sociopolitical stability up to roughly 2025. Organized
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around a series of original essays by leading global technical experts, a key message of this
volume is that actions taken in an effort to address food security stressors may have
consequences for food security, stability, or both that ultimately matter far more than the
direct impacts of biophysical drivers such as climate or land or water scarcity. The means by
which governments, firms, and private philanthropies tackle the food security challenge of
the coming decade will fundamentally shape the relationship between food security and
sociopolitical stability.
Environmental Connections Kathleen Bajorek DeBettencourt 2000 A guide intended to
help educators and students find resources on environmental topics that will enable them to
examine issues in greater depth than typical textbooks allow. Chapters are divided by subject
matter: water, biodiversity, air quality, global climate change, energy, forests, food and
agriculture, soils, mineral resources, population studies, waste management, toxicology and
risk, and environmental decision-making. Guide appears to be most helpful for teachers in
upper grade levels.
Common Ground Geneviève Massard-Guilbaud 2010-10-12 Today’s environmental
problems—climate change, loss of biodiversity, polluted air, land, and water—all have their
origins to a greater or lesser extent in how we have lived, played and worked. At a time when
societies are confronted with the often dramatic consequences of past choices made in the
fields of energy, technology, industry, agriculture, urbanisation and consumption, we need a
history that casts more light on the ways in which unsustainable human-nature relationships
came into being. This means forging stronger connections between social and environmental
history. Common Ground opens up a dialogue between two sub-disciplines that to date have
remained largely parallel endeavours, bringing together both established and younger
scholars from both fields to explore how people’s everyday lives have connected to their
environments—and with what effects. The book is organised in six sections: leisure and
environment; nature and conservation; environmental conflicts; folk and scientific knowledge;
environmental disasters; and energy, industry and urban infrastructure. By exploring the
complex interplay between people’s day-to-day activities and ecological change, especially
the values, beliefs and environmental experiences of ordinary men and women, we can better
understand our past relationships with nature and perhaps make more informed planning
and policy choices in the future.
Climate Vulnerability, Volume 5 2013-06-14 Climate Vulnerability, Volume 5
A Prehistory of South America Jerry D. Moore 2014-07-15 A Prehistory of South America is an
overview of the ancient and historic native cultures of the entire continent of South America
based on the most recent archaeological investigations. This accessible, clearly written text is
designed to engage undergraduate and beginning graduate students in anthropology. For
more than 12,000 years, South American cultures ranged from mobile hunters and gatherers
to rulers and residents of colossal cities. In the process, native South American societies
made advancements in agriculture and economic systems and created great works of art—in
pottery, textiles, precious metals, and stone—that still awe the modern eye. Organized in
broad chronological periods, A Prehistory of South America explores these diverse human
achievements, emphasizing the many adaptations of peoples from a continent-wide
perspective. Moore examines the archaeologies of societies across South America, from the
arid deserts of the Pacific coast and the frigid Andean highlands to the humid lowlands of the
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Amazon Basin and the fjords of Patagonia and beyond. Illustrated in full color and suitable for
an educated general reader interested in the Precolumbian peoples of South America, A
Prehistory of South America is a long overdue addition to the literature on South American
archaeology.
Floods, Flash Floods, and Mudslides G. S. Prentzas 2006-01-15 Looks at where floods and
mudslides are likely to happen and how to prepare for and survive them.
Climate Change and the Health of Nations Anthony McMichael 2017-01-05 When we
think of "climate change," we think of man-made global warming, caused by greenhouse gas
emissions. But natural climate change has occurred throughout human history, and
populations have had to adapt to the climate's vicissitudes. Anthony J. McMichael, a
renowned epidemiologist and a pioneer in the field of how human health relates to climate
change, is the ideal person to tell this story. Climate Change and the Health of Nations shows
how the natural environment has vast direct and indirect repercussions for human health and
welfare. McMichael takes us on a tour of human history through the lens of major
transformations in climate. From the very beginning of our species some five million years
ago, human biology has evolved in response to cooling temperatures, new food sources, and
changing geography. As societies began to form, they too adapted in relation to their
environments, most notably with the development of agriculture eleven thousand years ago.
Agricultural civilization was a Faustian bargain, however: the prosperity and comfort that an
agrarian society provides relies on the assumption that the environment will largely remain
stable. Indeed, for agriculture to succeed, environmental conditions must be just right, which
McMichael refers to as the "Goldilocks phenomenon." Global warming is disrupting this
balance, just as other climate-related upheavals have tested human societies throughout
history. As McMichael shows, the break-up of the Roman Empire, the bubonic Plague of
Justinian, and the mysterious collapse of Mayan civilization all have roots in climate change.
Why devote so much analysis to the past, when the daunting future of climate change is
already here? Because the story of mankindâs previous survival in the face of an
unpredictable and unstable climate, and of the terrible toll that climate change can take,
could not be more important as we face the realities of a warming planet. This sweeping
magnum opus is not only a rigorous, innovative, and fascinating exploration of how the
climate affects the human condition, but also an urgent call to recognize our species' utter
reliance on the earth as it is.
The Little Ice Age Brian Fagan 2019-11-26 DIVOnly in the last decade have climatologists
developed an accurate picture of yearly climate conditions in historical times. This
development confirmed a long-standing suspicion: that the world endured a 500-year cold
snap-The Little Ice Age-that lasted roughly from A.D. 1300 until 1850. The Little Ice Age tells
the story of the turbulent, unpredictable and often very cold years of modern European
history, how climate altered historical events, and what they mean in the context of today's
global warming. With its basis in cutting-edge science, The Little Ice Age offers a new
perspective on familiar events. Renowned archaeologist Brian Fagan shows how the
increasing cold affected Norse exploration; how changing sea temperatures caused English
and Basque fishermen to follow vast shoals of cod all the way to the New World; how a
generations-long subsistence crisis in France contributed to social disintegration and
ultimately revolution; and how English efforts to improve farm productivity in the face of a
deteriorating climate helped pave the way for the Industrial Revolution and hence for global
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warming. This is a fascinating, original book for anyone interested in history, climate, or the
new subject of how they interact. /Div
Encyclopedia of Disaster Relief K. Bradley Penuel 2010-12-29 Request a FREE 30-day online
trial to this title at www.sagepub.com/freetrial! This encyclopedia covers response to
disasters around the world, from governments to NGOs, from charities to politics, from
refugees to health, and from economics to international relations, covering issues in both
historical and contemporary context. The volumes include information relevant to students of
sociology, national security, economics, health sciences, political science, emergency
preparedness, history, agriculture, and many other subjects. The goal is to help readers
appreciate the importance of the effects, responsibilities, and ethics of disaster relief, and to
initiate educational discussion brought forth by the specific cultural, scientific, and topical
articles contained within the work. Including 425 signed entries in a two-volume set
presented in A-to-Z format, and drawing contributors from varied academic disciplines, this
encyclopedia also features a preface by Thomas H. Kean and Lee H. Hamilton of the 9/11
Commission. This reference resource examines disaster response and relief in a manner that
is authoritative yet accessible, jargon-free, and balanced to help readers better understand
issues from varied perspectives. Key Themes - Geography - Government and International
Agencies - History - Human-induced Disasters - Infrastructure - Local Response - Major
Disasters (Relief Case Studies) - Medicine and Psychology - Methods and Practices Mitigation - Natural Disasters (Overviews) - Politics and Funding - Preparedness - Recovery Response - Science and Prediction - Sociology - U.S. Geographical Response
Disaster and Human History Benjamin Reilly 2022-04-29 Human history is periodically
punctuated by natural disasters, from Vesuvius' eruption to the modern-day Covid-19
pandemic. Volcanoes have buried entire cities, earthquakes have reduced structures to
smoldering ruins. Floods and cyclones have wreaked havoc on river valleys and coastlines,
and desertification and climate change have weakened society's underpinnings. Death tolls
are often escalated by starvation and illness, which frequently occur in tandem. This second
edition assesses natural disasters on human society and the effect of strategies developed to
reduce their impact. This book addresses the interconnectivity of disaster and human
responsibility through 23 updated case studies, including a new chapter on the 2011 Tōhoku
tsunami and the ensuing Fukushima nuclear disaster.
Climate Change and the Health of Nations Anthony J. McMichael 2017 When we think of
"climate change," we think of man-made global warming, caused by greenhouse gas
emissions. But natural climate change has occurred throughout human history, and
populations have had to adapt to the climate's vicissitudes. Anthony J. McMichael, a
renowned epidemiologist and a pioneer in the field of how human health relates to climate
change, is the ideal person to tell this story. Climate Change and the Health of Nations shows
how the natural environment has vast direct and indirect repercussions for human health and
welfare. McMichael takes us on a tour of human history through the lens of major
transformations in climate. From the very beginning of our species some five million years
ago, human biology has evolved in response to cooling temperatures, new food sources, and
changing geography. As societies began to form, they too adapted in relation to their
environments, most notably with the development of agriculture eleven thousand years ago.
Agricultural civilization was a Faustian bargain, however: the prosperity and comfort that an
agrarian society provides relies on the assumption that the environment will largely remain
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stable. Indeed, for agriculture to succeed, environmental conditions must be just right, which
McMichael refers to as the "Goldilocks phenomenon." Global warming is disrupting this
balance, just as other climate-related upheavals have tested human societies throughout
history. As McMichael shows, the break-up of the Roman Empire, the bubonic Plague of
Justinian, and the mysterious collapse of Mayan civilization all have roots in climate change.
Why devote so much analysis to the past, when the daunting future of climate change is
already here? Because the story of mankind�s previous survival in the face of an
unpredictable and unstable climate, and of the terrible toll that climate change can take,
could not be more important as we face the realities of a warming planet. This sweeping
magnum opus is not only a rigorous, innovative, and fascinating exploration of how the
climate affects the human condition, but also an urgent call to recognize our species' utter
reliance on the earth as it is.
The Civilization of Angkor Charles Higham 2003 A concise, comprehensive account of the
prehistory and history of Cambodia's most celebrated civilization, culminating in the 12th
century with the splendor of Angkor Wat. A multidisciplinary synthesis for students and
general readers that melds evidence from art, archaeology, and other sources.
Catastrophe David Keys 2000-10-02 It was a catastrophe without precedent in recorded
history: for months on end, starting in A.D. 535, a strange, dusky haze robbed much of the
earth of normal sunlight. Crops failed in Asia and the Middle East as global weather patterns
radically altered. Bubonic plague, exploding out of Africa, wiped out entire populations in
Europe. Flood and drought brought ancient cultures to the brink of collapse. In a matter of
decades, the old order died and a new world—essentially the modern world as we know it
today—began to emerge. In this fascinating, groundbreaking, totally accessible book,
archaeological journalist David Keys dramatically reconstructs the global chain of revolutions
that began in the catastrophe of A.D. 535, then offers a definitive explanation of how and why
this cataclysm occurred on that momentous day centuries ago. The Roman Empire, the
greatest power in Europe and the Middle East for centuries, lost half its territory in the
century following the catastrophe. During the exact same period, the ancient southern
Chinese state, weakened by economic turmoil, succumbed to invaders from the north, and a
single unified China was born. Meanwhile, as restless tribes swept down from the central
Asian steppes, a new religion known as Islam spread through the Middle East. As Keys
demonstrates with compelling originality and authoritative research, these were not isolated
upheavals but linked events arising from the same cause and rippling around the world like
an enormous tidal wave. Keys's narrative circles the globe as he identifies the eerie fallout
from the months of darkness: unprecedented drought in Central America, a strange yellow
dust drifting like snow over eastern Asia, prolonged famine, and the hideous pandemic of the
bubonic plague. With a superb command of ancient literatures and historical records, Keys
makes hitherto unrecognized connections between the "wasteland" that overspread the
British countryside and the fall of the great pyramid-building Teotihuacan civilization in
Mexico, between a little-known "Jewish empire" in Eastern Europe and the rise of the
Japanese nation-state, between storms in France and pestilence in Ireland. In the book's final
chapters, Keys delves into the mystery at the heart of this global catastrophe: Why did it
happen? The answer, at once surprising and definitive, holds chilling implications for our own
precarious geopolitical future. Wide-ranging in its scholarship, written with flair and passion,
filled with original insights, Catastrophe is a superb synthesis of history, science, and cultural
interpretation.
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