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Darkness at Chancellorsville Ralph Peters 2019-05-21 Ralph Peters' Darkness at Chancellorsville is a
novel of one of the most dramatic battles in American history, from the New York Times bestselling,
three-time Boyd Award-winning author of the Battle Hymn Cycle. Centered upon one of the most
surprising and dramatic battles in American history, Darkness at Chancellorsville recreates what began
as a brilliant, triumphant campaign for the Union—only to end in disaster for the North. Famed
Confederate Generals Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson bring oﬀ an against-all-odds surprise victory,
humiliating a Yankee force three times the size of their own, while the Northern army is torn by rivalries,
anti-immigrant prejudice and selﬁsh ambition. This historically accurate epic captures the high drama,
human complexity and existential threat that nearly tore the United States in two, featuring a broad
range of fascinating—and real—characters, in blue and gray, who sum to an untold story about a battle
that has attained mythic proportions. And, in the end, the Confederate triumph proved a Pyrrhic victory,
since it lured Lee to embark on what would become the war's turning point—the Gettysburg Campaign
(featured in Cain At Gettysburg). At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.
General Meade: A Novel of the Civil War Robert Kofman 2019-03-05 With the soul of the nation at stake,
Lincoln puts his faith in General Meade to save the Union.
Meade Richard Allen Sauers 2014-05-14 "Most students of the American Civil War know the name George
Gordon Meade, but few can tell you about the man. Rising from the Union oﬃcer corps to lead the
previously ill-fated Army of the Potomac, Meade took overall command only hours before his forces
encountered Robert E. Lee's Confederates at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, in the summer of 1863."
"Historian Richard Sauers shows that while Meade led his men to victory in one of the most famous
battles in history, he was soon embroiled in political battles with fellow generals and Washington
politicians. Despite detractors' eﬀorts to question Meade's judgment and smear his reputation - eﬀorts
often exacerbated by the general's own volatile temper and undiplomatic behavior - he continued to put
duty to his country and his men ﬁrst. When Ulysses S. Grant was named lieutenant general in charge of
all Union forces, Grant made his headquarters with the Army of the Potomac and soon overshadowed
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Meade. Sauers chronicles the tense relationship that developed between the two men and the eﬀect it
had on the crucial last days of the war." "This concise but authoritative account is the only recent
biography of Meade and should spark renewed study of one of the Civil War's most underrated leaders."-Jacket
Philadelphia and the Civil War Anthony Joseph Waskie 2011 At the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861,
Philadelphia was the second-largest city in the country and had the industrial might to earn the title
Arsenal of the Union."? With Pennsylvania's anthracite coal, the city mills forged steel into arms, and a
vast network of rails carried the ammunition and other manufactured goods to the troops. Over the
course of the war, Philadelphia contributed 100, 000 soldiers to the Union army, including many free
blacks and such notables as General George McClellan and General George Meade, the victor of
Gettysburg. Anthony Waskie chronicles Philadelphia's role in the conﬂict while also taking an intimate
view of life in the city with stories of all those who volunteered to serve and guard the Cradle of Liberty."
The Victor of Gettysburg Charles River Editors 2013-11 *Includes pictures of Meade and important
people, places, and events in his life. *Includes excerpts of Meade's Civil War letters to his wife. *Includes
a Bibliography for further reading. "Meade has more than met my most sanguine expectations. He and
Sherman are the ﬁttest oﬃcers for large commands I have come in contact with." - Ulysses S. Grant,
1864 Ironically, one of the generals who often escapes the attention of Civil War fans who compile the
lists of best generals is the man who won the war's most famous battle, George G. Meade (1815-1872). In
fact, Meade has become a perfect example of how the generals who did not self-promote themselves and
write memoirs after the war had their reputations suﬀer in the ensuing decades. When people think of
Appomattox Court House, they think of Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee. Few remember that the
commander of the Army of the Potomac at the end of the Civil War was not Grant but Meade. Meade
exempliﬁed modesty and competence, serving as a career United States Army oﬃcer and civil engineer
who fought with distinction in the eastern theater of the Civil War. During the ﬁrst half of the war, Meade
rose from command of a brigade to command of a division and ﬁnally command of the entire Army of the
Potomac just days before the Battle of Gettysburg. Naturally, he is best known for defeating Robert E.
Lee's Army of Northern Virginia at Gettysburg in July 1863, although he's not nearly as well remembered
as his Confederate counterpart, and he has even been eclipsed in popularity by some of the men he
commanded at Gettysburg, like Joshua Chamberlain. If Meade distinguished himself at places like
Antietam and Gettysburg, why is he frequently left out of the historical narrative of the war? Meade had a
notoriously short temper that hurt his popularity with the press, his men and contemporaries during the
war, despite how well he commanded. Perhaps more importantly, Meade's relatively early death in the
decade after the war prevented him from defending his record and his decisions during and after
Gettysburg. Lincoln mistakenly thought Meade blundered by not being more aggressive in pursuit of Lee
after Gettysburg, when in fact Lee's men constructed strong defenses and invited attack on a number of
occasions during their retreat. Just as signiﬁcantly, Meade came under attack by generals like Daniel
Sickles, who sought to shield themselves from scrutiny by blaming Meade for poor decisions. On Day 2 of
the Battle of Gettysburg, Sickles disobeyed Meade and moved his III Corps out in front of the rest of the
army. Although he would constantly defend his maneuver, the move destroyed his corps and nearly
ruined the Army of the Potomac's left ﬂank, creating a salient that led to the near annihilation of the
corps. Sickles and Meade would feud over the actions on Day 2 in the years after the war, with Meade
explaining his actions, and Sickles taking credit for the victory by disrupting Lee's attack plans. While
historians have taken Meade's side since, Sickles outlived Meade and helped tarnish the commanding
general's reputation after the war, helping cast a shadow over Meade's record for nearly a century. Today
historians credit Meade with doing a solid job at Gettysburg, but no self-eﬀusive praise was forthcoming
from the man himself. The Victor of Gettysburg: The Life and Career of General George Meade chronicles
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the life and career of the commanding general at Gettysburg, but it also humanizes the man who
somehow managed to be both modest and short-tempered at the same time. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events in his life, you will learn about General Meade like you never have
before, in no time at all.
Sherman's March Burke Davis 2016-03-29 A New York Times–bestselling author’s account of the
devastating military campaign that broke the Confederacy’s back in the last months of the Civil War. In
November 1864, just days after the reelection of President Abraham Lincoln, Gen. William T. Sherman
vowed to “make Georgia howl.” The hero of Shiloh and his 65,000 Federal troops destroyed the great city
of Atlanta, captured Savannah, and cut a wide swath of destruction through Georgia and the Carolinas on
their way to Virginia. A scorched-earth campaign that continues to haunt the Southern imagination,
Sherman’s “March to the Sea” and ensuing drive north was a crucial turning point in the War between
the States. Weaving together hundreds of eyewitness accounts, bestselling author Burke Davis tells the
story of this infamous episode from the perspective of the Union soldiers and the Confederate men and
women who stood in their path. Eloquent, heartrending, and vastly informative, Sherman’s March
brilliantly examines one of the most polarizing ﬁgures in American military history and oﬀers priceless
insights into the enduring legacy of the Civil War.
Meade and Lee at Bristoe Station Jeﬀrey Hunt 2018-08-19 The Civil War in the Eastern Theater during the
late summer and fall of 1863 was anything but inconsequential. Generals Meade and Lee continued
where they had left oﬀ, executing daring marches while boldly maneuvering the chess pieces of war in
an eﬀort to gain decisive strategic and tactical advantage. Cavalry actions crisscrossed the rolling
landscape; bloody battle revealed to both sides the command deﬁciencies left in the wake of Gettysburg.
It was the ﬁrst and only time in the war Meade exercised control of the Army of the Potomac on his own
terms. Jeﬀrey Wm Hunt brilliant dissects these and others issues in Meade and Lee at Bristoe Station: The
Problems of Command and Strategy After Gettysburg, from Brandy Station to the Buckland Races,
August 1 to October 31, 1863. The carnage of Gettysburg left both armies in varying states of command
chaos as the focus of the war shifted west. Lee further depleted his ranks by dispatching James
Longstreet (his best corps commander) and most of his First Corps via rail to reinforce Bragg’s Army of
Tennessee. The Union defeat that followed at Chickamauga, in turn, forced Meade to follow suit with the
XI and XII Corps. Despite these reductions, the aggressive Lee assumed the strategic oﬀensive against
his more careful Northern opponent, who was also busy waging a rearguard action against the politicians
in Washington. Meade and Lee at Bristoe Station is a fast-paced, dynamic account of how the Army of
Northern Virginia carried the war above the Rappahannock once more in an eﬀort to retrieve the laurels
lost in Pennsylvania. When the opportunity beckoned Lee took it, knocking Meade back on his heels with
a threat to his army as serious as the one Pope had endured a year earlier. As Lee quickly learned again,
A. P. Hill was no Stonewall Jackson, and with Longstreet away Lee’s cudgel was no longer as mighty as he
wished. The high tide of the campaign ebbed at Bristoe Station with a signal Confederate defeat. The
next move was now up to Meade. Hunt’s follow-up volume to his well-received Meade and Lee After
Gettysburg is grounded upon oﬃcial reports, regimental histories, letters, newspapers, and other archival
sources. Together, they provide a day-by-day account of the fascinating high-stakes aﬀair during this
three-month period. Coupled with original maps and outstanding photographs, this new study oﬀers a
signiﬁcant contribution to Civil War literature.
Barksdale's Charge Phillip Thomas Tucker 2013-07-24 There is “never a dull moment” in this “excellent
account” of an overlooked Confederate triumph during the Civil War’s Battle of Gettysburg (San
Francisco Book Review). While many Civil War buﬀs celebrate Picket’s Charge as the climactic moment of
the Battle of Gettysburg, the Confederate Army’s true high point had come the afternoon before. When
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Longstreet’s corps triumphantly entered the battle, the Federals just barely held on. The foremost Rebel
spearhead on that second day of the battle was Brig. Gen. William Barksdale’s Mississippi brigade, which
launched what one Union observer called the “grandest charge that was ever seen by mortal man.” On
the second day of Gettysburg, the Federal left was not as vulnerable as Lee had envisioned, but had
cooperated with Rebel wishes by extending its Third Corps into a salient. When Longstreet ﬁnally gave
Barksdale the go-ahead, the Mississippians utterly crushed the peach orchard salient and continued
marauding up to Cemetery Ridge. Hancock, Meade, and other Union generals had to gather men from
four diﬀerent corps to try to stem the onslaught. Barksdale himself was killed at the apex of his advance.
Darkness, as well as Confederate exhaustion, ﬁnally ended the day’s ﬁght as the shaken, depleted
Federal units took stock. They had barely held on against the full ferocity of the Rebels on a day that
would decide the fate of the nation.
Judgment at Appomattox Ralph Peters 2017-08-29 The ferocious ﬁnal weeks of the Civil War come alive
in Judgment at Appomattox, the ﬁnal novel of New York Times bestselling author Ralph Peters's
breathtaking, Boyd Award-winning series A great war nears its end. Robert E. Lee makes a desperate,
dramatic gamble. It fails. Ulysses S. Grant moves. Veteran armies clash around Petersburg, Virginia, as
Grant seeks to surround Lee and Lee makes a skillful withdrawal in the night. Richmond falls. Each day
brings new combat and more casualties, as Lee’s exhausted, hungry troops race to preserve the
Confederacy. But Grant does not intend to let Lee escape... In one of the most thrilling episodes in
American history, heroes North and South, John Brown Gordon and Phillip Sheridan, James Longstreet and
Francis Channing Barlow, battle each other across southern Virginia as the armies converge on a sleepy
country court house. Written with the literary ﬂair and historical accuracy readers expect from Ralph
Peters, Judgment at Appomattox takes us through the Civil War’s last grim interludes of combat as ﬂags
fall and hearts break. Capping the author’s acclaimed ﬁve-novel cycle on the war in the East, this
“dramatized history” pays homage to all the soldiers who fought, from an Irish-immigrant private wearing
gray, to the “boy generals” who mastered modern war. This is a grand climax to a great, prize-winning
series that honors—and reveals—America's past. Battle Hymn Cycle Cain at Gettysburg Hell or Richmond
Valley of the Shadow The Damned of Petersburg Judgment at Appomattox At the Publisher's request, this
title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
Meade of Gettysburg Freeman Cleaves 1960 General George Gordon Meade is best known to history as
the commander of the victorious Army of the Potomac at Gettysburg. In his own lifetime meager credit
was allotted him for his achievement at Gettysburg, for his long pursuit of General Robert E. Lee into
Virginia, and for the furious marches his men were forced into both before and after Gettysburg, until
ﬁnal victory at Appomattox Courthouse. And since his death in 1872, frequent criticism has been meted
out to him for not following up the victory his troops accomplished. In this account of Meade and his
achievements, the author has attempted to sift the truth from War Oﬃce archives and records, from
private and public documents, to assess fairly the value of Meade's services.
The Victor of Gettysburg Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-02-26 *Includes pictures of Meade and
important people, places, and events in his life. *Includes excerpts of Meade's Civil War letters to his
wife. *Includes a Bibliography for further reading. "Meade has more than met my most sanguine
expectations. He and Sherman are the ﬁttest oﬃcers for large commands I have come in contact with." Ulysses S. Grant, 1864 Ironically, one of the generals who often escapes the attention of Civil War fans
who compile the lists of best generals is the man who won the war's most famous battle, George G.
Meade (1815-1872). In fact, Meade has become a perfect example of how the generals who did not selfpromote themselves and write memoirs after the war had their reputations suﬀer in the ensuing
decades. When people think of Appomattox Court House, they think of Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E.
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Lee. Few remember that the commander of the Army of the Potomac at the end of the Civil War was not
Grant but Meade. Meade exempliﬁed modesty and competence, serving as a career United States Army
oﬃcer and civil engineer who fought with distinction in the eastern theater of the Civil War. During the
ﬁrst half of the war, Meade rose from command of a brigade to command of a division and ﬁnally
command of the entire Army of the Potomac just days before the Battle of Gettysburg. Naturally, he is
best known for defeating Robert E. Lee's Army of Northern Virginia at Gettysburg in July 1863, although
he's not nearly as well remembered as his Confederate counterpart, and he has even been eclipsed in
popularity by some of the men he commanded at Gettysburg, like Joshua Chamberlain. If Meade
distinguished himself at places like Antietam and Gettysburg, why is he frequently left out of the
historical narrative of the war? Meade had a notoriously short temper that hurt his popularity with the
press, his men and contemporaries during the war, despite how well he commanded. Perhaps more
importantly, Meade's relatively early death in the decade after the war prevented him from defending his
record and his decisions during and after Gettysburg. Lincoln mistakenly thought Meade blundered by
not being more aggressive in pursuit of Lee after Gettysburg, when in fact Lee's men constructed strong
defenses and invited attack on a number of occasions during their retreat. Just as signiﬁcantly, Meade
came under attack by generals like Daniel Sickles, who sought to shield themselves from scrutiny by
blaming Meade for poor decisions. On Day 2 of the Battle of Gettysburg, Sickles disobeyed Meade and
moved his III Corps out in front of the rest of the army. Although he would constantly defend his
maneuver, the move destroyed his corps and nearly ruined the Army of the Potomac's left ﬂank, creating
a salient that led to the near annihilation of the corps. Sickles and Meade would feud over the actions on
Day 2 in the years after the war, with Meade explaining his actions, and Sickles taking credit for the
victory by disrupting Lee's attack plans. While historians have taken Meade's side since, Sickles outlived
Meade and helped tarnish the commanding general's reputation after the war, helping cast a shadow
over Meade's record for nearly a century. Today historians credit Meade with doing a solid job at
Gettysburg, but no self-eﬀusive praise was forthcoming from the man himself. The Victor of Gettysburg:
The Life and Career of General George Meade chronicles the life and career of the commanding general
at Gettysburg, but it also humanizes the man who somehow managed to be both modest and shorttempered at the same time. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events in his life, you
will learn about General Meade like you never have before, in no time at all.
Lincoln Gore Vidal 2011-04-13 Lincoln is the cornerstone of Gore Vidal's ﬁctional American chronicle,
which includes Burr, 1876, Washington, D.C., Empire, and Hollywood. It opens early on a frozen winter
morning in 1861, when President-elect Abraham Lincoln slips into Washington, ﬂanked by two
bodyguards. The future president is in disguise, for there is talk of a plot to murder him. During the next
four years there will be numerous plots to murder this man who has sworn to unite a disintegrating
nation. Isolated in a ramshackle White House in the center of a proslavery city, Lincoln presides over a
fragmenting government as Lee's armies beat at the gates. In this profoundly moving novel, a work of
epic proportions and intense human sympathy, Lincoln is observed by his loved ones and his rivals. The
cast of characters is almost Dickensian: politicians, generals, White House aides, newspapermen,
Northern and Southern conspirators, amiably evil bankers, and a wife slowly going mad. Vidal's portrait of
the president is at once intimate and monumental, stark and complex, drawn with the wit, grace, and
authority of one of the great historical novelists. With a new Introduction by the author.
Yes, I Was There William Buzz Shank 2013-11-01 A perspective on General Meade's Leadership and the
Battle of Gettysburg, the book details General George Meade's contribution to the war.A must read for all
Civil War enthusiasts.
Gettysburg's Bloody Wheatﬁeld Jay Jorgensen 2014-03-31 The ﬁght for the Wheatﬁeld at Gettysburg
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on July 2, 1863, has long been one of the most confusing and misunderstood engagements of that
famous battle until now. Gettysburg’s Bloody Wheatﬁeld provides readers with a blow-by-blow
description of the ﬁght where one out of every three soldiers was a casualty.
Gettysburg Allen C. Guelzo 2013 The award-winning author of Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation
presents a vivid 150th anniversary account of the legendary Civil War battle from the perspectives of
ordinary soldiers to oﬀer insight into 19th-century military practices, the pivotal inﬂuence of politics on
the battle's course and the unique characters of artillery units.
Searching for George Gordon Meade Tom Huntington 2013 A historian's investigation of the life and
times of Gen. George Gordon Meade to discover why the hero of Gettysburg has failed to achieve the
status accorded to other generals of the conﬂict.
The Union Generals Speak Bill Hyde 2003-04-01 The Union Generals Speak is the ﬁrst annotated
edition of the 1864 congressional investigation into Major General George Gordon Meade's conduct
during the Gettysburg campaign. The transcripts alone, which present eyewitness accounts from sixteen
participant oﬃcers at Gettysburg, oﬀer a wealth of information about the what and the why of one of the
most pivotal battles in American history; but it is the addition of contextual comments and background
material by Bill Hyde that unleashes this virtually untapped resource for readers. Laden with ulterior
motives, prejudices, faulty recollection, and outright lies, the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the
War's report is a mineﬁeld of inaccuracies. Hyde's comprehensive analysis, informed by recent
scholarship, transforms it into an accessible, rewarding aid for students of the Gettysburg chapter in the
Civil War. In the course of the volume, Hyde gives thorough examination to the origins and purpose of
the Joint Committee on the Conduct of the War, the political climate and military thinking in Washington
at the time of the Meade hearings, and the hidden agendas of the witnesses and seven committee
members. He maintains that the JCCW's dissatisfaction with Meade went much deeper than disapproval
of the general's hesitancy to pursue and cripple Lee's Army of Northern Virginia on July 4, 1863 -- a
failure that dissappointed every northern citizen from Lincoln to the ordinary soldier. The bipartisan body
of mostly radical Republicans who favored a ruthless defeat of the South aimed, Hyde shows, to restore
power to the committee's favorite, Major General Joseph Hooker, whom Meade had succeeded as
commander of the Army of the Potomac only three days before Gettysburg. The unfolding of the
Gettysburg campaign, the career of General Meade, and the North's highly politicized method of
warmaking all receive new illumination in The Union General's Speak. Hyde's balanced critique of this
important primary source reminds us that though Meade is remembered now mainly for his role in
defeating the Confederates at Gettysburg, the JCCW hearings conﬁrmed that he was not the leader to
win the war.
Meade and Lee After Gettysburg Jeﬀrey Wm Hunt 2017-07-19 This “very satisfying blow-by-blow account
of the ﬁnal stages of the Gettysburg Campaign” ﬁlls an important gap in Civil War history (Civil War
Books and Authors). Winner of the Gettysburg Civil War Round Table Book Award This fascinating book
exposes what has been hiding in plain sight for 150 years: The Gettysburg Campaign did not end at the
banks of the Potomac on July 14, but deep in central Virginia two weeks later along the line of the
Rappahannock. Contrary to popular belief, once Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia slipped across the
Potomac back to Virginia, the Lincoln administration pressed George Meade to cross quickly in
pursuit—and he did. Rather than follow in Lee’s wake, however, Meade moved south on the east side of
the Blue Ridge Mountains in a cat-and-mouse game to outthink his enemy and capture the strategic gaps
penetrating the high wooded terrain. Doing so would trap Lee in the northern reaches of the Shenandoah
Valley and potentially bring about the decisive victory that had eluded Union arms north of the Potomac.
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The two weeks that followed resembled a grand chess match with everything at stake—high drama ﬁlled
with hard marching, cavalry charges, heavy skirmishing, and set-piece ﬁghting that threatened to
escalate into a major engagement with the potential to end the war in the Eastern Theater. Throughout,
one thing remains clear: Union soldiers from private to general continued to fear the lethality of Lee’s
army. Meade and Lee After Gettysburg, the ﬁrst of three volumes on the campaigns waged between the
two adversaries from July 14 through the end of July, 1863, relies on the oﬃcial records, regimental
histories, letters, newspapers, and other sources to provide a day-by-day account of this fascinating highstakes aﬀair. The vivid prose, coupled with original maps and outstanding photographs, oﬀers a
signiﬁcant contribution to Civil War literature. Named Eastern Theater Book of the Year by Civil War
Books and Authors
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg Abner Doubleday 1882
Gods and Generals Jeﬀ Shaara 2000-10-05 The New York Times bestselling prequel to the Pulitzer
Prize–winning classic The Killer Angels In this brilliantly written epic novel, Jeﬀ Shaara traces the lives,
passions, and careers of the great military leaders from the ﬁrst gathering clouds of the Civil War. Here is
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, a hopelessly by-the-book military instructor and devout Christian who
becomes the greatest commander of the Civil War; Winﬁeld Scott Hancock, a captain of quartermasters
who quickly establishes himself as one of the ﬁnest leaders of the Union army; Joshua Chamberlain, who
gives up his promising academic career and goes on to become one of the most heroic soldiers in
American history; and Robert E. Lee, never believing until too late that a civil war would ever truly come
to pass. Profound in its insights into the minds and hearts of those who fought in the war, Gods and
Generals creates a vivid portrait of the soldiers, the battleﬁelds, and the tumultuous times that forever
shaped the nation. BONUS: This edition includes an excerpt from Jeﬀ Shaara's Blaze of Glory.
George Gordon Meade Bruce Adelson 2009 George Gordon Meade led Union troops into the battle at
Gettysburg, one of the most important battles of the Civil War.
Sickles at Gettysburg James A. Hessler 2009-06-25 FINALIST, 2009, ARMY HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
DISTINGUISHED BOOK AWARDWINNER, 2009, THE BACHELDER-CODDINGTON LITERARY AWARD, GIVEN
BY THE ROBERT E. LEE CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE OF CENTRAL NEW JERSEYWINNER, 2009, GETTYSBURG
ROUND TABLES DISTINGUISHED BOOK AWARDWinner of The Bachelder-Coddington Literary Award, 2009,
given by the Robert E. Lee Civil War Round Table of Central New Jersey. Now available in paperback,
'Sickles at Gettysburg: The Controversial Civil War General Who Committed Murder, Abandoned Little
Round Top, and Declared Himself the Hero of Gettysburg', by licensed battleﬁeld guide James Hessler, is
the most deeply-researched, full-length biography to appear on this remarkable American icon. And it is
long overdue.No individual who fought at Gettysburg was more controversial, both personally and
professionally, than Major General Daniel E. Sickles. By 1863, Sickles was notorious as a disgraced former
Congressman who murdered his wifes lover on the streets of Washington and used Americas ﬁrst
temporary insanity defense to escape justice. With his political career in ruins, Sickles used his
connections with President Lincoln to obtain a prominent command in the Army of the Potomacs Third
Corpsdespite having no military experience. At Gettysburg, he openly disobeyed orders in one of the
most controversial decisions in military history.No single action dictated the battleﬁeld strategies of
George Meade and Robert E. Lee more than Sickles unauthorized advance to the Peach Orchard, and the
mythic defense of Little Round Top might have occurred quite diﬀerently were it not for General Sickles.
Fighting heroically, Sickles lost his leg on the ﬁeld and thereafter worked to remove General Meade from
command of the army. Sickles spent the remainder of his checkered life declaring himself the true hero
of Gettysburg.Although he nearly lost the battle, Sickles was one of the earliest guardians of the
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battleﬁeld when he returned to Congress, created Gettysburg National Military Park, and helped preserve
the ﬁeld for future generations. But Dan Sickles was never far from scandal. He was eventually removed
from the New York Monument Commission and nearly went to jail for misappropriation of funds.Hesslers
critically acclaimed biography is a balanced and entertaining account of Sickles colorful life. Civil War
enthusiasts who want to understand General Sickles scandalous life, Gettysburgs battleﬁeld strategies,
the in-ﬁghting within the Army of the Potomac, and the development of todays National Park will ﬁnd
Sickles at Gettysburg a must-read.REVIEWS: The few other Sickles biographies available will now take a
back seat to Hesslers powerful and evocative study of the man, the general, and the legacy of the
Gettysburg battleﬁeld that old Dan left America. I highly recommend this book. J. David Petruzzi, coauthor of Plenty of Blame to Go Around: Jeb Stuarts Controversial Ride to Gettysburg (2006) and with
Steve Stanley The Complete Gettysburg Guide (2009)This book is a breath of fresh airit is an objective,
thorough, and readable examination of the controversial general. Hessler avoids getting bogged down in
extreme reactions typically seen in others who write on this subject. Sue Boardman, Licensed Battleﬁeld
Guide, GNMP; Leadership Program Coordinator, Gettysburg Foundation; and author of The Battle of
Gettysburg Cyclorama: A History and GuideAbout the Author: James A. Hessler works in the ﬁnancial
services industry and is a Licensed Battleﬁeld Guide at Gettysburg National Military Park. He has taught
Sickles and Gettysburg-related courses for Harrisburg Area Community College and the Gettysburg
Foundation. In addition to writing articles for publication, Hessler speaks regularly at Civil War Round
Tables. A native of Buﬀalo, NY, he resides in Gettysburg with his wife and children.
Grant Comes East Newt Gingrich 2010-04-01 Grant Comes East, the second book in the bestselling series
by Newt Gingrich and William R. Forstchen, continues the story of a Confederate victory at Gettysburg.
The ﬁrst book examined the great "what if" of American history: Could Lee have won the Battle of
Gettysburg? A Confederate victory, however, would not necessarily mean that the Southern cause has
gained its ﬁnal triumph and a lasting peace. It is from this departure point that the story continues in
Grant Comes East, as General Robert E. Lee marches on Washington, DC, and launches an assault
against one of the largest fortiﬁcations in the world. Across 140 years, nearly all historians have agreed
that after the defeat of the Army of the Potomac at Gettysburg, the taking of Washington, DC, would end
the war. But was it possible? Lee knows that a frontal assault against such fortiﬁcations could devastate
his army, but it is a price he fears must be paid for ﬁnal victory. Beyond a military victory in the ﬁeld, Lee
must also overcome the deﬁant stand of President Abraham Lincoln, who vows that regardless of the
defeat at Gettysburg, his solemn pledge to preserve the Union will be honored. Lincoln will mobilize the
garrison of Washington to hold on no matter what the costs. At the same time, Lincoln has appointed
General Ulysses S. Grant as commander of all Union forces. Grant, fresh from his triumph at Vicksburg,
races east, bringing with him his hardened veterans from Mississippi to confront Lee. What ensues across
the next six weeks is a titanic struggle as the surviving Union forces inside the fortiﬁcations of
Washington ﬁght to hang on, while Grant prepares his counterblow. The defeated Army of the Potomac,
staggered by the debacle dealt at Gettysburg, is not yet completely out of the ﬁght, and is slowly
reorganizing. Its rogue commander, General Dan Sickles, is thirsting for revenge against Lee, the
restoration of the honor of his army, and the fulﬁllment of his own ambitions, which reach all the way to
the White House. All these factors will come together in a climatic struggle spanning the ground from
Washington, through Baltimore, to the banks of the Susquehanna River. Once again, Newt Gingrich and
William R. Forstchen create a brilliant story of how the Civil War could have unfolded. In Grant Comes
East, they use their years of research and expertise to take readers on an incredible journey.
The Gettysburg Campaign Edwin B. Coddington 1997-03 The Battle of Gettysburg remains one of the
most controversial military actions in America's history, and one of the most studied. Professor
Coddington's is an analysis not only of the battle proper, but of the actions of both Union and
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Confederate armies for the six months prior to the battle and the factors aﬀecting General Meade’s
decision not to pursue the retreating Confederate forces. This book contends that Gettysburg was a
crucial Union victory, primarily because of the eﬀective leadership of Union forces—not, as has often
been said, only because the North was the beneﬁciary of Lee's mistakes. Scrupulously documented and
rich in fascinating detail, The Gettysburg Campaign stands as one of the landmark works in the history of
the Civil War.
Stars in Their Courses Shelby Foote 1994-06-28 A matchless account of the Battle of Gettysburg,
drawn from Shelby Foote’s landmark history of the Civil War Shelby Foote’s monumental three-part
chronicle, The Civil War: A Narrative, was hailed by Walker Percy as “an unparalleled achievement, an
American Iliad, a unique work uniting the scholarship of the historian and the high readability of the ﬁrstclass novelist.” Here is the central chapter of the central volume, and therefore the capstone of the arch,
in a single volume. Complete with detailed maps, Stars in Their Courses brilliantly recreates the threeday conﬂict: It is a masterly treatment of a key great battle and the events that preceded it—not as
legend has it but as it really was, before it became distorted by controversy and overblown by
remembered glory.
Meade at Gettysburg Kent Masterson Brown, Esq. 2021-05-03 Although he took command of the Army of
the Potomac only three days before the ﬁrst shots were ﬁred at Gettysburg, Union general George G.
Meade guided his forces to victory in the Civil War's most pivotal battle. Commentators often dismiss
Meade when discussing the great leaders of the Civil War. But in this long-anticipated book, Kent
Masterson Brown draws on an expansive archive to reappraise Meade's leadership during the Battle of
Gettysburg. Using Meade's published and unpublished papers alongside diaries, letters, and memoirs of
fellow oﬃcers and enlisted men, Brown highlights how Meade's rapid advance of the army to Gettysburg
on July 1, his tactical control and coordination of the army in the desperate ﬁghting on July 2, and his
determination to hold his positions on July 3 insured victory. Brown argues that supply deﬁciencies,
brought about by the army's unexpected need to advance to Gettysburg, were crippling. In spite of that,
Meade pursued Lee's retreating army rapidly, and his decision not to blindly attack Lee's formidable
defenses near Williamsport on July 13 was entirely correct in spite of subsequent harsh criticism.
Combining compelling narrative with incisive analysis, this ﬁnely rendered work of military history
deepens our understanding of the Army of the Potomac as well as the machinations of the Gettysburg
Campaign, restoring Meade to his rightful place in the Gettysburg narrative.
Lincoln's Generals Gabor S. Boritt 1995-10-12 From the moment the battle ended, Gettysburg was
hailed as one of the greatest triumphs of the Union army. Celebrations erupted across the North as a
grateful people cheered the victory. But Gabor Boritt turns our attention away from the rejoicing millions
to the dark mood of the White House--where Lincoln cried in frustration as General Meade let the largest
Confederate army escape safely into Virginia. Such unexpected portraits abound in Lincoln's Generals, as
a team of distinguished historians probes beyond the popular anecdotes and conventional wisdom to
oﬀer a fascinating look at Lincoln's relationship with his commanders. In Lincoln's Generals, Boritt and his
fellow contributors examine the interaction between the president and ﬁve key generals: McClellan,
Hooker, Meade, Sherman, and Grant. In each chapter, the authors provide new insight into this mixed
bag of oﬃcers and the president's tireless eﬀorts to work with them. Even Lincoln's choice of generals
was not as ill-starred as we think, writes Pulitzer Prize-winner Mark E. Neely, Jr.: compared to most
Victorian-era heads of state, he had a ﬁne record of selecting commanders (for example, the
contemporary British gave us such bywords for incompetence as "the charge of the Light Brigade," while
Napoleon III managed to lose the entire French army). But the president's relationship with his generals
was never easy. In these pages, Stephen Sears underscores McClellan's perverse obstinancy as Lincoln
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tried everything to drive him ahead. Neely sheds new light on the president's relationship with Hooker,
arguing that he was wrong to push the general to attack at Chancellorsville. Boritt writes about Lincoln's
prickly relationship with the victor of Gettysburg, "old snapping turtle" George Meade. Michael Fellman
reveals the political stress between the White House and William T. Sherman, a staunch conservative
who did not want blacks in his army but who was crucial to the war eﬀort. And John Y. Simon looks past
the legendary camaraderie between Lincoln and Grant to reveal the tensions in their relationship.
Perhaps no other episode has been more pivotal in the nation's history than the Civil War--and yet so
much of these massive events turned on a few distinctive personalities. Lincoln's Generals is a brilliant
portrait that takes us inside the individual relationships that shaped the course of our most costly war.
Cain at Gettysburg Ralph Peters 2012-02-28 Winner of the American Library Association's W. Y. Boyd
Award for Excellence in Military Fiction Two mighty armies blunder toward each other, one led by
conﬁdent, beloved Robert E. Lee and the other by dour George Meade. They'll meet in a Pennsylvania
crossroads town where no one planned to ﬁght. In this sweeping, savagely realistic novel, the greatest
battle ever fought on American soil explodes into life at Gettysburg. As generals squabble, staﬀs err.
Tragedy unfolds for immigrants in blue and barefoot Rebels alike. The fate of our nation will be decided in
a few square miles of ﬁelds. Following a tough Confederate sergeant from the Blue Ridge, a bitter Irish
survivor of the Great Famine, a German political refugee, and gun crews in blue and gray, Cain at
Gettysburg is as grand in scale as its depictions of combat are unﬂinching. For three days, battle rages.
Through it all, James Longstreet is haunted by a vision of war that leads to a fateful feud with Robert E.
Lee. Scheming Dan Sickles nearly destroys his own army. Gallant John Reynolds and obstreperous Win
Hancock, ﬁery William Barksdale and dashing James Johnston Pettigrew, gallop toward their fates....
There are no marble statues on this battleﬁeld, only men of ﬂesh and blood, imperfect and courageous.
From New York Times bestselling author and former U.S. Army oﬃcer Ralph Peters, Cain at Gettysburg is
bound to become a classic of men at war. At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
On to Petersburg Gordon C. Rhea 2017-09-06 With On to Petersburg, Gordon C. Rhea completes his
much-lauded history of the Overland Campaign, a series of Civil War battles fought between Generals
Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee in southeastern Virginia in the spring of 1864. Having previously
covered the campaign in his magisterial volumes on The Battle of the Wilderness, The Battles for
Spotsylvania Court House and the Road to Yellow Tavern, To the North Anna River, and Cold Harbor,
Rhea ends this series with a comprehensive account of the last twelve days of the campaign, which
concluded with the beginning of the siege of Petersburg. On to Petersburg follows the Union army’s
movement to the James River, the military response from the Confederates, and the initial assault on
Petersburg, which Rhea suggests marked the true end of the Overland Campaign. Beginning his account
in the immediate aftermath of Grant’s three-day attack on Confederate troops at Cold Harbor, Rhea
argues that the Union general’s primary goal was not—as often supposed—to take Richmond, but rather
to destroy Lee’s army by closing oﬀ its retreat routes and disrupting its supply chains. While Grant
struggled at times to communicate strategic objectives to his subordinates and to adapt his army to a
faster-paced, more ﬂexible style of warfare, Rhea suggests that the general successfully shifted the
military landscape in the Union’s favor. On the rebel side, Lee and his staﬀ predicted rightly that Grant
would attempt to cross the James River and lay siege to the Army of Northern Virginia while
simultaneously targeting Confederate supply lines. Rhea examines how Lee, facing a better-provisioned
army whose troops outnumbered Lee’s two to one, consistently fought the Union army to an impasse,
employing risky, innovative ﬁeld tactics to counter Grant’s forces. Like the four volumes that preceded it,
On to Petersburg represents decades of research and scholarship and will stand as the most authoritative
history of the ﬁnal battles in the campaign.
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Meade at Gettysburg Kent Masterson Brown 2021-06-07 Although he took command of the Army of
the Potomac only three days before the ﬁrst shots were ﬁred at Gettysburg, Union general George G.
Meade guided his forces to victory in the Civil War's most pivotal battle. Commentators often dismiss
Meade when discussing the great leaders of the Civil War. But in this long-anticipated book, Kent
Masterson Brown draws on an expansive archive to reappraise Meade's leadership during the Battle of
Gettysburg. Using Meade's published and unpublished papers alongside diaries, letters, and memoirs of
fellow oﬃcers and enlisted men, Brown highlights how Meade's rapid advance of the army to Gettysburg
on July 1, his tactical control and coordination of the army in the desperate ﬁghting on July 2, and his
determination to hold his positions on July 3 insured victory. Brown argues that supply deﬁciencies,
brought about by the army's unexpected need to advance to Gettysburg, were crippling. In spite of that,
Meade pursued Lee's retreating army rapidly, and his decision not to blindly attack Lee's formidable
defenses near Williamsport on July 13 was entirely correct in spite of subsequent harsh criticism.
Combining compelling narrative with incisive analysis, this ﬁnely rendered work of military history
deepens our understanding of the Army of the Potomac as well as the machinations of the Gettysburg
Campaign, restoring Meade to his rightful place in the Gettysburg narrative.
Baldy George S. Maharay 2013-07 Major General William F. (Baldy) Smith was a genuine, but largely
unsung hero of the Civil War. After he devised and carried out the plan that saved the Army of the
Cumberland at Chattanooga, General Grant said," He [Smith] is possessed of one of the clearest military
minds in the army; is very practical and industrious." Grant advocated making General Smith commander
of the Army of the Potomac, replacing General Meade. For a variety of reasons, that didn't happen.
General Smith was then assigned to command the Eighteenth Corps of the Army of the James under
Major General Benjamin F. Butler, the man Lincoln called "The Damnedest Scoundrel". Grant expected
Smith, "to keep him [Butler] straight in military matters". It was an impossible task. Butler was powerful
politically, and in a presidential year, could not be controlled. Eventually, either Butler or Smith had to go,
and Smith lost out. This book is the story about the life of Major General Baldy Smith, Vermont hero.
Retreat from Gettysburg Kent Masterson Brown, Esq. 2011-08-01 In a groundbreaking, comprehensive
history of the Army of Northern Virginia's retreat from Gettysburg in July 1863, Kent Masterson Brown
draws on previously untapped sources to chronicle the massive eﬀort of General Robert E. Lee and his
command as they sought to move people, equipment, and scavenged supplies through hostile territory
and plan the army's next moves. Brown reveals that even though the battle of Gettysburg was a defeat
for the Army of Northern Virginia, Lee's successful retreat maintained the balance of power in the eastern
theater and left his army with enough forage, stores, and fresh meat to ensure its continued existence as
an eﬀective force.
Without Warning Terry C Pierce 2021-03-15 Between plans and their execution rage the winds of war.
The winds of chance. The winds of choice. The winds of political ambition and human error--and human
schemes. The winds of war grow dark around General George Meade, appointed to command the Army of
the Potomac just three days before a brewing battle against Robert E. Lee, charismatic leader of the
Confederate forces. No one--not even the outgoing commander--seems to know where Lee's army is,
except that they are somewhere on Northern soil, possibly pushing toward a decisive battle deep in the
heart of the Union. Bound by duty to take a position he did not seek and does not want, Meade
reluctantly accepts Lincoln's appointment, and overnight, the fate of nearly 100,000 Union soldiers is in
his hands. Meade is a planner--a quiet, capable engineer whose commitment to modesty and restraint is
second only to his commitment to honor, duty, and country. While the winds of war swirl around him, he
struggles to concoct a battle plan without even the most basic information, in order to defeat an enemy
he cannot ﬁnd, on ground he has not yet seen. Thwarted by insuﬃcient military intelligence, and
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betrayed by the machinations of an unscrupulous general with dreams of glory, Meade knows it will take
all his skill and the heroism of his troops to best the formidable and hitherto undefeated Lee. The fate of
the Republic itself hangs in the balance. Without Warning is the gripping saga of the Battle of Gettysburg,
the Union patriots who fought it, and the man who led them. It scrutinizes the role character plays in
leadership and the challenge of the unexpected. Built ﬁrmly upon the annals of history, this epic
historical novel brings to vivid life seven unforgettable days in the lives and trials of a Union general and
his men as they brave the winds of war to save the United States of America.
George Gordon Meade and the War in the East Ethan Sepp Rafuse 2003 Even though he defeated Robert
E. Lee in the Civil War's greatest battle, George Gordon Meade has never enjoyed a prominent place in
the pantheon of Union war heroes. To most students of the Civil War, he is merely the man who was
lucky enough to beneﬁt from Confederate mistakes at Gettysburg, but whose shortcomings as a
commander compelled Abraham Lincoln to bring in Ulysses S. Grant from the West to achieve victory. In
this, the ﬁrst book-length study of the general to appear in a generation, Ethan S. Rafuse challenges the
notion that Meade was simply the last in a long line of failed Union commanders in the East. Instead,
George Gordon Meade and the War in the East oﬀers a balanced, informative, and complete, yet concise,
reconsideration of the general's life and career. It also provides keen analysis of the military and political
factors that shaped operations in Virginia, Maryland, and Pennsylvania, and delineates the sources of
tension between Washington and the Army of the Potomac high command that played such an important
role in shaping the war in the Eastern Theater. This study will appeal to anyone with an interest in Meade
and the politics of command in the Civil War, and encourage reconsideration of traditional interpretations
of the Union war eﬀort in the East.
"Lee is Trapped, and Must be Taken" Thomas J. Ryan 2019-04-15 This award-winning Civil War history
examines Robert E. Lee’s retreat from Gettysburg and the vital importance of Civil War military
intelligence. While countless books have examined the Battle of Gettysburg, the Confederate Army’s
retreat to the Potomac River remains largely untold. This comprehensive study tells the full story,
including how Maj. Gen. George G. Meade organized and motivated his Army of the Potomac to pursue
Gen. Robert E. Lee’s retreating Army of Northern Virginia. The long and bloody battle exhausted both
armies, and both faced diﬃcult tasks ahead. Lee had to conduct an orderly withdrawal from the ﬁeld.
Meade had to assess whether his army had suﬃcient strength to pursue a still-dangerous enemy. Central
to the respective commanders’ decisions was the intelligence they received about one another’s
movements, intentions, and capability. The eleven-day period after Gettysburg was a battle of wits to
determine which commander better understood the information he received. Prepare for some surprising
revelations. The authors utilized a host of primary sources to craft this study, including letters, memoirs,
diaries, oﬃcial reports, newspapers, and telegrams. The immediacy of this material shines through in a
fast-paced narrative that sheds signiﬁcant new light on one of the Civil War’s most consequential
episodes. Winner, Edwin C. Bearss Scholarly Research Award Winner, 2019, Hugh G. Earnhart Civil War
Scholarship Award, Mahoning Valley Civil War Round Table
Meade and Lee at Rappahannock Station Jeﬀrey Wm Hunt 2021-03-02 The third installment of this awardwinning Civil War series oﬀers a vivid and authoritative chronicle of Meade and Lee’s conﬂict after
Gettysburg. The Eastern Theater of the Civil War during the late summer and fall of 1863 was anything
but inconsequential. Generals George Meade and Robert E. Lee clashed in cavalry actions and pitched
battles that proved that the war in Virginia was far decided at Gettysburg. Drawing on oﬃcial reports,
regimental histories, letters, newspapers, and other archival sources, Jeﬀrey Wm Hunt sheds muchneeded light on this signiﬁcant period in Meade and Lee at Rappahannock Station. After Gettysburg, the
Richmond War Department sent James Longstreet and two divisions from Lee’s army to reinforce Braxton
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Bragg’s Army of Tennessee. Washington followed suit by sending two of Meade’s corps to reinforce
William Rosecrans’ Army of the Cumberland. Despite his weakened state, Lee launched a daring
oﬀensive that drove Meade back but ended in a bloody defeat at Bristoe Station on October 14th. What
happened next is the subject of Meade and Lee at Rappahannock Station, a fast-paced and dynamic
account of Lee’s bold strategy to hold the Rappahannock River line. Hunt provides a day-by-day, and
sometimes minute-by-minute, account of the Union army’s ﬁrst post-Gettysburg oﬀensive action and
Lee’s eﬀorts to repel it. In addition to politics, strategy, and tactics, Hunt examines the intricate
command relationships, Lee’s questionable decision-making, and the courageous spirit of the ﬁghting
men.
The Killer Angels Michael Shaara 2004-11-02 A reissue of a Pulitzer prize-winning classic, and now the
major motion picture GETTYSBURG. As a result of these acclamations, this book is considered one of the
greatest novels written on the Civil War.
Union Generals of the Civil War Carl R. Green 1998 Proﬁles ten Union generals: Ambrose Burnside,
Ulysses S. Grant, Henry Halleck, Winﬁeld Scott Hancock, Joseph Hooker, George McClellan, George
Meade, Philip Sheridan, William T. Sherman, and George Henry Thomas.
Gettysburg Newt Gingrich 2010-04-01 The Civil War is the American Iliad. Lincoln, Stonewall Jackson,
Grant, and Lee still stand as heroic ideals, as stirring to our national memory as were the legendary
Achilles and Hector to the world of the ancient Greeks. Within the story of our Iliad one battle stands forth
above all others: Gettysburg. Millions visit Gettysburg each year to walk the ﬁelds and hills where Joshua
Chamberlain made his legendary stand and Pickett went down to a defeat which doomed a nation, but in
defeat forever became a symbol of the heroic Lost Cause. As the years passed, and the scars healed, the
debate, rather than drifting away has intensiﬁed. It is the battle which has become the great "what if," of
American history and the center of a dreamscape where Confederate banners ﬁnally do crown the
heights above the town. The year is 1863, and General Robert E. Lee and his Army of Northern Virginia
are poised to attack the North and claim the victory that would end the brutal conﬂict. But Lee's
Gettysburg campaign ended in failure, ultimately deciding the outcome of the war. Launching his men
into a vast sweeping operation, of which the town of Gettysburg is but one small part of the plan, General
Lee, acting as he did at Chancellorsville, Second Manassas, and Antietam, displays the audacity of old.
He knows he has but one more good chance to gain ultimate victory, for after two years of war the
relentless power of an industrialized north is wearing the South down. Lee's lieutenants and the men in
the ranks, imbued with this renewed spirit of the oﬀensive embark on the Gettysburg Campaign that
many dream "should have been." The soldiers in the line, Yank and Reb, knew as well that this would be
the great challenge, the decisive moment that would decided whether a nation would die, or be created,
and both sides were ready, willing to lay down their lives for their Cause. An action-packed and
painstakingly researched masterwork by Newt Gingrich and William Forstchen, Gettysburg stands as the
ﬁrst book in a series to tell the story of how history could have unfolded, how a victory for Lee would
have changed the destiny of the nation forever. This is a novel of true heroism and glory in America's
most trying hour.
Gettysburg--The First Day Harry W. Pfanz 2011-07-01 For good reason, the second and third days of the
Battle of Gettysburg have received the lion's share of attention from historians. With this book, however,
the critical ﬁrst day's ﬁghting ﬁnally receives its due. After sketching the background of the Gettysburg
campaign and recounting the events immediately preceding the battle, Harry Pfanz oﬀers a detailed
tactical description of events of the ﬁrst day. He describes the engagements in McPherson Woods, at the
Railroad Cuts, on Oak Ridge, on Seminary Ridge, and at Blocher's Knoll, as well as the retreat of Union
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forces through Gettysburg and the Federal rally on Cemetery Hill. Throughout, he draws on deep
research in published and archival sources to challenge many long-held assumptions about the battle.
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