God And Politics In Esther
Recognizing the habit ways to acquire this ebook god and politics in esther is additionally
useful. You have remained in right site to start getting this info. get the god and politics in
esther join that we present here and check out the link.
You could buy lead god and politics in esther or get it as soon as feasible. You could quickly
download this god and politics in esther after getting deal. So, in imitation of you require the
books swiftly, you can straight acquire it. Its hence enormously easy and for that reason fats,
isnt it? You have to favor to in this make public

The Esther Scroll David J. A. Clines 1984
Live Like a Queen Jean Stockdale 2008 This study of God's Word and the story of Esther gives
perspective to frazzled moms. Perfect for a woman at any life season, the study oﬀers
encouragement for seeing the hidden hand of God at work behind the scenes.
Esther and Her Elusive God John Anthony Dunne 2014-02-12 What if the way the book of
Esther has been taught to us in church and retold to us in ﬁlms, cartoons, and romance novels
has missed the original point of the story? Far from being models of piety and devotion, Esther
and Mordecai seem indiﬀerent to the faith of their ancestors. How then did this story become
part of the Bible and gain the broad acceptance that it has? If the church should not neglect
the story, how should it be read? Esther and Her Elusive God calls Christians to avoid the
common attempts to make Esther more palatable and theological, and to reclaim this secular
story as Scripture. Readers will be encouraged to see in Esther a profound message of God's
grace and faithfulness to his wayward people.
Esther in Ancient Jewish Thought Aaron Koller 2014-01-09 The book of Esther was a conscious
reaction to much of the conventional wisdom of its day, challenging beliefs regarding the
Jerusalem Temple, the land of Israel, Jewish law, and even God. Aaron Koller identiﬁes Esther
as primarily a political work, and shows that early reactions ranged from ignoring the book to
'rewriting' Esther in order to correct its perceived ﬂaws. But few biblical books have been read
in such diﬀerent ways, and the vast quantity of Esther-interpretation in rabbinic literature
indicates a conscious eﬀort by the Rabbis to present Esther as a story of faith and
traditionalism, and bring it into the fold of the grand biblical narrative. Koller situates Esther,
and its many interpretations, within the intellectual and political contexts of Ancient Judaism,
and discusses its controversial themes. His innovative line of enquiry will be of great interest
to students and scholars of Bible and Jewish studies.
Liturgy, Time, and the Politics of Redemption Randi Rashkover 2006-10-05 When we think
about the intersection of religion and politics, few people think of liturgy. Yet it is the
contention of many theologians that our liturgical texts and rituals have important implications
for our public life together.The latest volume in the Radical Traditions series, "Liturgy, Time,
and the Politics of Redemption" advances a timely conversation about the place of "religious
reasoning" in public discourse by attending to the way the scriptures are liturgically performed
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in Jewish and Christian communities. It includes diverse examinations of liturgy, from Peter
Ochs's contention that reciting Jewish Morning Prayer can reorient our view of the world to
Oliver Davies's illumination of "the silence of the cross" through two Russian words for
silence.Of interest to theologians, philosophers, and clergy, "Liturgy, Time, and the Politics of
Redemption" brings Jewish and Christian thinkers into conversation, showing parallels in these
traditions' liturgical reasoning and opening new possibilities for Jewish-Christian relations.
She Reads Truth Raechel Myers 2016-10-04 She wants faith, hope, and love. She wants help
and healing. She wants to hear and be heard, to see and be seen. She wants things set right.
She wants to know what is true—not partly true, or sometimes true, or almost true. She wants
to see Truth itself, face-to-face. But here, now, these things are all cloudy. Hope is tinged with
hurt. Faith is shaded by doubt. Lesser, broken things masquerade as love. How does she ﬁnd
something permanent when the world around her is always changing, when not even she can
stay the same? And if she ﬁnds it, how does she hold on? She Reads Truth tells the stories of
two women who discovered, through very diﬀerent lives and circumstances, that only God and
His Word remain unchanged as the world around them shifted and slipped away. Infused with
biblical application and Scripture, this book is not just about two characters in two stories, but
about one Hero and one Story. Every image points to the bigger picture—that God and His
Word are true. Not because of anything we do, but because of who He is. Not once, not
occasionally, but right now and all the time. Sometimes it takes everything moving to notice
the thing that doesn’t move. Sometimes it takes telling two very diﬀerent stories to notice how
the Truth was exactly the same in both of them. For anyone searching for a solid foundation to
cling to, She Reads Truth is a rich and honest Bible-ﬁlled journey to ﬁnally ﬁnd permanent in a
world that’s passing away.
The Philosophy of Hebrew Scripture Yoram Hazony 2012-07-30 This book oﬀers a new
framework for reading the Bible as a work of reason.
From Deborah to Esther Lillian Rae Klein 2003 The Hebrew Bible's fascinating narratives
about women have occasioned some of the most important biblical scholarship of the last
generation. Lillian Klein contributes to that wealth with her absorbing studies of key ﬁgures in
the narrative material: Deborah, Jephtha's daughter, Delilah, Jael, the whore of Gaza, Kaleb's
daughter Achsah, Hannah, Esther, the wife of Job, David's wife Michal, and Bathsheba. With a
marvelous eye for the telling detail -- or its absence -- Klein examines the biblical portraits,
often unfortunately brief, of these women and the dynamics of gender, power, and honor at
work in their stories. A remarkably lucid and careful scholar, Klein has surfaced the underlying
and ironic ideals of womanhood in a society that both honored and marginalized women in
stories of seduction and rivalry, deviation and obedience, public shame and private power.
The God of Great Reversals Timothy Cain 2015-12-15 Have you ever wondered, "If God is real,
then why doesn't He make it more obvious? If He really wants us to believe in Him, then why
doesn't He make it easier for us to see him?" It's easy to read the Bible and think, "If only God
would show up for us today the way He showed up for His people back then." If you have ever
felt this way, welcome to the book of Esther. "The God of Great Reversals" was written to shed
light on the Gospel story woven throughout the only book of the Bible that never mentions
God's name. In it you will ﬁnd that even in the darkest days, God never stops working to keep
His promises and to rescue His people. Ultimately, the reversals in the book of Esther point us
forward to the greatest reversal of all when God used the death of His only Son to bring about
god-and-politics-in-esther

2/10

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on September 29, 2022 by guest

the salvation of all his people. It is only this great reversal that is able to bring us hope even
when we don't understand where God is or what He is doing.
Sexual Politics in the Biblical Narrative Esther Fuchs 2003-04-01 This book is for anyone
interested in religious studies and women's studies, as well as for biblical scholars. It oﬀers a
feminist oppositional reading of the biblical text. The main argument is that the Bible
constructs a ﬁctional universe in which women are shown to be intent on promoting male
interests, and, for the most part, appear as secondary characters whose voice and point of
view are often suppressed. In their limited roles as mothers, wives, daughters and sisters,
women are constructed as male-dependent pawns intent on securing the status of their male
counterparts. The Biblical narrative highlights the contribution of women as reproductive
agents and protectors of sons. In this challenging collection of essays, Fuchs focuses on typescenes as a way of demonstrating the mechanisms by which the texts validates male power
and superiority. She also deconstructs the Biblical sexual politics by asking whose interest is
being served by the 'good' women of the Bible.Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
Supplement series, Volume 310.
Ruth and Esther Kathleen Nielson 2014-06-30 The books of Ruth and Esther recount two of
the most memorable stories in all of Scripture: Ruth, a displaced widow in search of a new
home and loving husband, and Esther, a courageous queen intent on saving her people from
imminent destruction. Plumbing the theological depths, this guide explains the biblical text
with clarity and passion—leading us on a journey to discover the God who hears the cries of
his people and remains faithful to his promises. Over the course of 12 weeks, each study in
this series explores a book of the Bible and: Asks thoughtful questions to spur discussion
Shows how each passage unveils the gospel Ties the text in with the whole story of Scripture
Illuminates the doctrines taught in each passage Invites you to discover practical implications
Helps you better understand and apply God’s Word
Dissonance and the Drama of Divine Sovereignty in the Book of Daniel Amy C. Merrill Willis
2010-09-29 This study of the book of Daniel examines the ideology of divine and human rule in
Daniel's historical resumes or reviews found in chaps 2, 7, 8, 9, 10-12. It seeks to uncover the
concerns that motivate the resumes and the strategies the resumes use to resolve cognitive
and experiential dissonance. Loose Ends argues that the source of dissonance in Daniel stems
not from failed prophecies (as has been commonly argued), nor do the visions function as
symbolic theodicies to address a contradiction between divine power and divine goodness in
the face evil. The study proposes, instead, that the historical resumes address profound
contradictions concerning divine power and presence in the face of Hellenistic/Seleucid rule.
These contradictions reach a crisis point in Daniel 8's depiction of the desecration of the
temple (typically Daniel 8 is seen as a poor replica of the triumphant vision of divine power
found in Daniel 7). This crisis of divine absence is addressed both within the vision of chap 8
itself and then in the following visions of chaps 9, and 10-12, through the use of narrative
(both mythological narrative and historical narrative).
Conceiving a Nation Mira Morgenstern 2015-10-13 Current conﬂicts in both national and
international arenas have undermined the natural, organic concept of nationhood as
conventionally espoused in the nineteenth century. Conceiving a Nation argues that the
modern understanding of the nation as a contested concept—as the product of a ﬂuid and
ongoing process of negotiation open to a range of livable solutions—is actually rooted in the
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Bible. This book draws attention to the contribution that the Bible makes to political discourse
about the nation. The Bible is particularly well suited to this open-ended discourse because of
its own nature as a text whose ambiguity and laconic quality render it constantly open to new
interpretations and applicable to changing circumstances. The Bible oﬀers a pluralistic
understanding of diﬀerent models of political development for diﬀerent nations, and it depicts
altering concepts of national identity over time. In this book, Morgenstern reads the Bible as
the source of a dynamic critique of the ideas that are conventionally considered to be
fundamental to national identity, treating in successive chapters the ethnic (Ruth), the cultural
(Samson), the political (Jotham), and the territorial (Esther). Throughout, she explores a
number of common themes, such as the relationship of women to political authority and the
“strangeness” of Israelite political existence. In the Conclusion, she elucidates how biblical
analysis can aid in recognition of modern claims to nationhood.
The Bible in Politics Richard Bauckham 2011-01-01 This second edition of Bauckham's
wonderful work is essential reading for understanding the relationship between the Bible and
politics. The enduring value of The Bible in Politics is that it teaches the reader how to read the
Bible politically and to gain an understanding of the social relevance of the Bible that is more
disciplined, more informed, more imaginative, and more politically fruitful than many
interpreters--past and present--have achieved.
Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther Michael V. Fox 2010-04-01 Widely praised as a
seminal contribution to the study of the Old Testament when it ﬁrst appeared, Michael V. Fox's
Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther is now available in a second edition, complete
with an up-to-date critical review of recent Esther scholarship. Fox's commentary, based on his
own translation of the Hebrew text, captures the meaning and artistry of Esther's inspiring
story. After laying out the background information essential for properly reading Esther, Fox
oﬀers commentary on the text that clearly unpacks its message and relevance. Fox also looks
in depth at each character in the story of Esther, showing how they were carefully shaped by
the book's author to teach readers a new view of how to live as Jews in foreign lands.
Esther Through the Centuries Jo Carruthers 2020-06-08 This interdisciplinary commentary
ranges from early midrashic interpretation to contemporary rewritings introducing
interpretations of the only biblical book not to mention God. Unearths a wealth of neglected
rewritings inspired by the story’s relevance to themes of nationhood, rebellion, providence,
revenge, female heroism, Jewish identity, exile, genocide and ‘multiculturalism’ Reveals the
various struggles and strategies used by religious commentators to make sense of this only
biblical book that does not mention God Asks why Esther is underestimated by contemporary
feminist scholars despite a long history of subversive rewritings Compares the most inﬂuential
Jewish and Christian interpretations and interpreters Includes an introduction to the book’s
myriad representations in literature, music, and art Published in the reception-history series,
Blackwell Bible Commentaries
No More Faking Fine Esther Fleece Allen 2017-01-10 Scripture reveals a God who meets us
where we are, not where we pretend to be. No More Faking Fine is your invitation to get
honest with God through the life-giving language of lament. If you've ever been given empty
clichés during challenging times, you know how painful it is to be misunderstood by wellmeaning people. When life hurts, we often feel pressure--from others and ourselves--to keep it
together, suck it up, or pray it away. But Scripture reveals a God who lovingly invites us to give
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honest voice to our emotions when life hits hard. For most of her life, Esther Fleece Allen
believed she could bypass the painful emotions of her broken past by shutting them down
altogether. She was known as an achiever and an overcomer on the fast track to success. But
in silencing her pain, she robbed herself of the opportunity to be healed. Maybe you've done
the same. Esther's journey into healing began when she discovered that God has given us a
real-world way to deal with raw emotions and an alternative to the coping mechanisms that
end up causing more pain. It's called lament--the gut-level, honest prayer that God never
ignores, never silences, and never wastes. No More Faking Fine is your permission to lament,
taking you on a journey down the unexpected pathway to true intimacy with God. Drawing
from careful biblical study and hard-won insight, Esther reveals how to use God's own
language to come closer to him as he leads us through our pain to the light on the other side,
teaching you that: We are robbing ourselves of a divine mystery and a divine intimacy when
we pretend to have it all together God does not expect us to be perfect; instead, he meets us
where we are There is hope beyond your heartache, disappointment, and grief Like Esther,
you'll soon ﬁnd that when one person stops faking ﬁne, it gives everyone else permission to do
the same.
Esther Jon D. Levenson 1997-01-01 The book of Esther has been preserved in ancient texts
that diverge greatly from each other; as a result, Jews and Protestants usually read a version
which is shorter than that of most Catholic or Orthodox Bibles. Jon Levenson capably guides
readers through both versions, demonstrating their coherence and their diﬀerences. The Old
Testament Library provides fresh and authoritative treatments of important aspects of Old
Testament study through commentaries and general surveys. The contributors are scholars of
international standing.
Pathway to God's Plan Lenya Heitzig 2002 Bible study and journaling questions guide women
through Ruth and Esther, and help them apply biblical truths to their lives. With 12 weeks'
worth of material that is perfect for small-group or individual use, the volumes in the Women's
Bible Journal series contain more material than many small-group Bible studies.
Faith Among the Faithless Mike Cosper 2018-05-08 Encounter a timeless story of evil,
awakened faith, and hope for good in a world where God seems absent. Can Christianity
survive a secular age? Can Christians live without compromise in an increasingly hostile
society? And what if they’ve already given in to that society’s vision and values? In this
revelatory and provocative new book, Mike Cosper answers these questions by pointing out
the parallels between our world and the story of Esther. A tale of sex, ego, and revenge, the
book of Esther reveals a world where God seems absent from everyday life—a world not unlike
our own. Far from the gentle cartoon we often hear in Sunday school, the story of Esther is a
brutal saga of people assimilated into a pluralistic, pagan society, embracing its standards. Yet
when threatened with annihilation, they ﬁnd the courage to turn to God in humility. A call to
spiritual awakening and to faith in an age of malaise and apathy, Faith Among the Faithless is
an invitation to remember the faithfulness of God, knowing that in dark times—as in the days
of Esther or our own—God may be hidden, but he is never absent.
God and Politics in Esther Yoram Hazony 2015-12-21 A political crisis erupts when the Persian
government falls to fanatics, and a Jewish insider goes rogue, determined to save her people
at all costs. God and Politics in Esther explores politics and faith. It is about an era in which the
prophets have been silenced and miracles have ceased, and Jewish politics has come to
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depend not on commands from on high, but on the boldness and belief of each woman and
man. Esther takes radical action to win friends and allies, reverse terrifying decrees, and bring
God's justice into the world with her own hands. Hazony's The Dawn has long been a cult
classic, read at Purim each year the world over. Twenty years on, this revised edition brings
the book to much wider attention. Three controversial new chapters address the astonishingly
radical theology that emerges from amid the political intrigues of the book.
God Behind the Scenes Wayne K. Barkhuizen 2016-06-07 Although the book of Esther contains
no direct references to God, his ﬁngerprints can be found all over it. In God Behind the Scenes,
Wayne K. Barkhuizen helps us trace the unseen hand of God throughout the Esther narrative,
while pointing out how the book is still relevant today. As we walk through the book, we’ll see
how God was indeed active in preserving the people through whom the Messiah, Jesus Christ,
would one day come.
The Dawn Yoram Hazony 2000 The Dawn removes the book of Esther from the realm of fairy
tale, translating the biblical narrative's political thought into teachings of the utmost relevance
today. It reveals Esther's ideas of the good state, how eﬀective leadership makes decisions for
the welfare of its people, and what modern-day Jews can learn about how to stand up to their
enemies and maintain Jewish faith and nationhood even as God's face remains hidden from His
people.
Esther Lydia Brownback 2020-08-18 Through this 10-week study, readers will discover how
Esther, a book that does not mention God directly, implicitly points to our Lord Jesus Christ.
Part of the Flourish Bible Study series.
Esther and the Politics of Negotiation Rebecca S, Hancock 2013-10-01 Was Esther
unique—an anomaly in patriarchal society? Conventionally, scholars see ancient Israelite and
Jewish women as excluded from the public world, their power concentrated instead in the
domestic realm and exercised through familial structures. Rebecca S. Hancock demonstrates,
in contrast, that because of the patrimonial character of ancient Jewish society, the state was
often organized along familial lines. The presence of women in roles of queen consort or queen
is therefore a key political, and not simply domestic, feature.
Politics in the Bible Paul Abramson 2017-09-08 The Bible is fundamental to Western culture.
Political philosophers from Hobbes, Locke, Montesquieu, and Rousseau to modern political
theorists such as George H. Sabine, Leo Strauss, and Sheldon S. Wolin have drawn upon
biblical examples. American political leaders, such as Thomas Paine, Abraham Lincoln, and
William Jennings Bryan all drew heavily upon the Bible. Today, most contemporary politicians
display less familiarity with Scripture although many proudly proclaim themselves to be bornagain Christians. Politics in the Bible has a simple goal: to help readers to think critically about
how the Bible illuminates understanding of justice, leadership, and politics. For a political
scientist, there are great advantages to studying the Bible. Students of the Bible have short
texts to analyze, but they have a history of two thousand years of Jewish and Christian
scholarly discussion. In that tradition, Paul R. Abramson analyzes stories drawn from eighteen
of the thirty-nine books of the Hebrew Bible and ﬁfteen of the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament. Abramson argues that the Bible is a book that should be read even by those who
do not believe it has any transcendent signiﬁcance. One can choose to read it as the revealed
word of God, as a source of Western morality, as a compilation of interesting stories, poetry,
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and history, or as a work of great literature. Although this book discusses selected stories that
have political implications, it also considers parts that have literary merit. This unusual volume
may stimulate new thinking about the Bible as a source of insight into political ideas.
The Jewish State Yoram Hazony 2009-04-30 In what may be the most controversial book on
Zionism and Israel published in the last twenty years, Yoram Hazony graphically portrays the
cultural and political revolt against Israel's status as the Jewish state. Examining ideological
trends in academia, literature, media, law, the armed forces, and the foreign policy
establishment, Hazony contends that Israelis are preparing themselves for the ﬁnal break with
the Jewish past and the Jewish future. In a dramatic new reading of Israeli history, Hazony
uncovers the story of how Martin Buber, Gershom Scholem, Hannah Arendt, and other
German-Jewish intellectuals bitterly fought against the establishment of Israel, and later used
the Hebrew University as a base for deposing David Ben-Gurion and discrediting Labor
Zionism. The Jewish State is a must-read for anyone concerned with Israel's present and
future.
Esther Peter H. W. Lau 2018-09-30 The Asia Bible Commentary Series empowers Christian
believers in Asia to read the Bible from within their respective contexts. Holistic in its approach
to the text, each exposition of the biblical books combines exegesis and application. The
ultimate goal is to strengthen the Body of Christ in Asia by providing pastoral and contextual
exposition of every book of the Bible. Set in Persia, the book of Esther seems to show little
interest in the temple, the Promised Land, prayer or other signs of the Israelite religion. Most
peculiarly for a book of the Bible, there is no explicit mention of God! Yet there are many
similarities with the setting of Esther and situations in Asia today, which open ways for God to
speak into present realities. This commentary examines the book of Esther in its original
context, and considers how to interpret and apply it in light of the rest of Scripture – both the
Old Testament and the New.
Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther Michael V. Fox 1991 Complete with an upto-date critical review of recent Esther scholarship, Fox's commentary captures the meaning
and artistry of Esther's inspiring story. Fox also looks in depth at each character in the story of
Esther, showing how they carefully were shaped by the story's author to teach a new view of
how to live as Jews in foreign lands.
Ancient Laws and Contemporary Controversies Cheryl Anderson 2009-11-16 The Ten
Commandments condone slavery, and Deuteronomy 22 deems the rape of an unmarried
woman to injure her father rather than the woman herself. While many Christians ignore most
Old Testament laws as obsolete or irrelevant-with others picking and choosing among them in
support of speciﬁc political and social agendas-it remains a basic tenet of Christian doctrine
that the faith is contained in both the Old and the New Testament. If the law is ignored, an
important aspect of the faith tradition is denied. In Ancient Laws and Contemporary
Controversies, Cheryl B. Anderson tackles this problem head on, attempting to answer the
question whether the laws of the Old Testament are authoritative for Christians today. The
issue is crucial: some Christians actually believe that the New Testament abolishes the law, or
that the Protestant reformers Luther, Calvin, and Wesley rejected the law. Acknowledging the
deeply problematic nature of some Old Testament law (especially as it applies to women, the
poor, and homosexuals), Anderson ﬁnds that contemporary controversies are the result of
such groups now expressing their own realities and faith perspectives. Anderson suggests that
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we approach biblical law in much the same way that we approach the U.S. Constitution. While
the nation's founding fathers-all privileged white men-did not have the poor, women, or people
of color in mind when they referred in its preamble to "We the people." Subsequently, the
Constitution has evolved through amendment and interpretation to include those who were
initially excluded. Although it is impossible to amend the biblical texts themselves, the way in
which they are interpreted can-and should-change. With previous scholarship grounded in the
Old Testament as well as critical, legal, and feminist theory, Anderson is uniquely qualiﬁed to
apply insights from contemporary law to the interpretive history of biblical law, and to draw
out their implications for issues of gender, class, and race/ethnicity. In so doing, she lays the
groundwork for an inclusive mode of biblical interpretation.
Assimilation Versus Separation Gertrud Lenzer 2017-09-08 How to behave in the diaspora has
been a central problem for Jews over the ages. They have debated whether to assimilate by
adopting local customs or whether to remain a God-centered people loyal to their temporal
rulers but maintaining the peculiar customs that separated them from their host nations. The
question not only of survival, but of the basis for survival, is also a central problem in the
Joseph stories of the Book of Genesis. The work shows its readers the grand alternatives of
Judaism, instilled in two larger-than-life ﬁgures, so its readers can reassess for themselves the
road Judaism did not take, and understand why Joseph though admirable in many respects, is
left out of the rest of the Bible. The question is answered through the stories about how
Joseph, the son of Jacob, saved his people/family from famine by becoming a high-ranking
administrator to Pharaoh. By analyzing his behavior to the people over whom he exercises
power, Joseph lords it over his brothers, grieves his father, takes lands from Egyptian farmers,
and engages in forced deportation. Wildavsky explains why Joseph-the-assimilator is replaced
in the Book of Exodus by Moses-the-lawgiver. The book ends by demonstrating that Joseph and
Moses are, and are undoubtedly meant to be exact opposites. As in his earlier book on The
Nursing Father: Moses as a Political Leader, Wildavsky combines analysis of political and
administrative leadership with both traditional and modern study of texts: thematic linkages
via plot, grammar, dreams, poetry, and religious doctrine. Thus the chapter on "Joseph the
Administrator" is preceded by a chapter on Joseph as The Dream Lord" and followed by an
analysis and explanation of why Jacob's obscure blessings to his sons are more like curses.
Always the emphasis is on the reciprocal inﬂuence of religion and politics, on rival answers to
questions about how Hebrews should relate to each other and to outsiders. New, in paperback,
the book will be of interest to biblical scholars and readers as well as those concerned with the
interaction of religion and political life.
Ruth and Esther Bruce G Epperly 2016-01-12 How does one read the literature of a patriarchal
society in a 21st century context? Where can one ﬁnd good role models for girls and women in
the Bible? All too often these questions are answered by presenting the answers given by
patriarchal society and not by looking for liberating, examples. It is all too easy to let God's
message of setting the captives free ring forth, but directed to a limited audience. But Ruth
and Esther provide strong counter-examples of women who had to struggle against the
cultural norms in order to live and to do great things for their people. All too often these
women are excluded from our studies or when included are portrayed as subordinate people.
But Dr. Bruce Epperly, pastor, father, grandfather, and theology sees them as women of
agency and adventure, resourceful and proactive women in patriarchal cultures. But despite
being subject to the apparently arbitrary decisions of males with authority, both women were
agents in their destiny fulﬁlling their vocations in their particular culture. If you are a Christian
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pastor or teacher, you owe it to those in your circle of inﬂuence to let them experience these
two Bible books in new ways, to see them as liberating documents that let everyone know that
God doesn't exclude them. From these women of agency and adventure, those who ﬁnd
themselves excluded from power can ﬁnd encouragement to stand up and be the persons of
agency and adventure that God created them to be, no matter what restrictions others have
placed upon them.
The Bible in Politics Richard Bauckham 1989-01-01 This enlightening book on how to read the
Bible politically serves as a prerequisite to Christian political action. Richard Bauckham oﬀers
his interpretations of several Bible passage that are politically relevant, and discusses how
reading the Bible in a political context can lead to fresh insights.
Constantine's Bible David L. Dungan 2007 Most college and seminary courses on the New
Testament include discussions of the process that gave shape to the New Testament. David
Dungan re-examines the primary source for the history, the Ecclesiastical History of the fourthcentury Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, in the light of Hellenistic political thought. He reaches
new conclusions: that we usually use the term "canon" incorrectly; that the legal imposition of
a "canon" or "rule" upon scripture was a fourth- and ﬁfth-century phenomenon enforced with
the power of the Roman imperial government; that the forces shaping the New Testament
canon are much earlier than the second-century crisis occasioned by Marcion, and that they
are political forces. Dungan discusses how the scripture selection process worked, book-bybook, as he examines the criteria used-and not used-to make these decisions. He describes
the consequences of the emperor Constantine's tremendous achievement in transforming
orthodox, Catholic Christianity into imperial Christianity. --From publisher's description.
Chains of Persuasion Benjamin R. Hertzberg 2018-11-27 Democratic politics seems to inspire
religious conﬂict - politicians consistently use religious diﬀerences for political gain, while
religious nationalism and nationalistic reactions to religious diversity are on the rise in much of
the world. And yet predominant theoretical accounts of liberal democracy provide citizens
precious little applicable guidance in making judgments about religion's proper role in their
political societies. Chains of Persuasion provides a new moral framework to guide citizens'
evaluations of religious politics. Rejecting claims that religion must be relegated to the private
sphere or that all attempts to evaluate its political roles are oppressive, Benjamin Hertzberg
argues that democratic ideals are robust enough to assess the full range of ways religion
inﬂuences democratic political life. Hertzberg's analysis draws on critical theories of religion,
philosophical debates about public reason, deliberative and instrumental justiﬁcations of
democracy, and democratic virtue theory. He argues that citizens must recognize that
democracy is a way-of-life, with crucial implications for civic society beyond formal political
institutions, in order to attend to the ways in which religion can both enhance and undermine
democracy. He applies this framework by criticizing American public discussions of two
prominent religious minorities: Mormons and Muslims. If citizens are to make judgments
consistent with democratic norms, they must pay more attention to the nature of religions'
authority claims instead of merely evaluating the values religions proclaim.
Why God Cares About Politics Rochelle Conner 2018-01-28
Behind Esther Chris Altrock 2019-08-06 Esther's World Is Much Like Ours: God Seems Missing.
Some of Esther's peers, like Daniel, lived with a distinct advantage: they experienced the
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mighty, miracle-making wonder of God. Esther, on the other hand, was surrounded by
extravagant wealth and impiety in the disenchanted empire of Persia. Faith wasn't easy in a
place like this, but thankfully, Esther learned there was more to God than what she could see.
Today's suﬀering and cynicism can leave us feeling that God is long gone. But, in truth, he is
still present and active in our lives. In slow, mundane, and even obscure ways, he is pursuing
us and repairing our broken world. Follow Esther as she models ten practices that connect us
with a seemingly distant God and his unexpected work in the world.
God and Politics in Esther
God Unseen Nathan Ward 2015-11-17 Preachers and commentators often focus on Esther as a
story of divine providence. Many go so far as to say that the absence of any mention of God in
Esther is proof of his presence-a tenuous foundation upon which to build a case! GOD UNSEEN
argues that Esther is indeed intended to be read in a religious context and that it does speak
to God's providence, but shows this by a careful comparison of the text of Esther with many
other Old Testament narratives that it echoes, thus setting it squarely in a canonical context.
The result of such a contextual reading will give credence to the belief that God should be
seen in those silences. Esther closely parallels life in 21st-century western culture. It tells the
story of people who know how to be righteous followers of God, but who are surrounded by a
world of paganism and, far too often, ﬁnd themselves assimilating rather than standing apart.
The characters receive no special revelation from God, nor does he seem to be present at all in
their lives. Many Christians today live under a similar set of circumstances, so its message is
vital. GOD UNSEEN's argument that the book of Esther is religious and that God is present in
the narrative will help give practical shape to modern questions of what it means to live during
the apparent silence of God.
The Beginning of Politics Moshe Halbertal 2019-06-18 How the book of Samuel oﬀers a
timeless meditation on the dilemmas of statecraft The book of Samuel is universally
acknowledged as one of the supreme achievements of biblical literature. Yet the book’s
anonymous author was more than an inspired storyteller. The author was also an uncannily
astute observer of political life and the moral compromises and contradictions that the
struggle for power inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines the story of Israel’s ﬁrst
two kings to unearth a natural history of power, providing a forceful new reading of what is
arguably the ﬁrst and greatest work of Western political thought. Through stories such as
Saul’s madness, David’s murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of Absalom, the
author of Samuel deepens our understanding not only of the necessity of sovereign rule but
also of its costs—to the people it is intended to protect and to those who wield it. Moshe
Halbertal and Stephen Holmes show how these beautifully crafted narratives cut to the core of
politics, oﬀering a timely meditation on the dark side of sovereign power and the enduring
dilemmas of statecraft.
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