Images From The Underworld Naj Tunich And
The Tra
Getting the books images from the underworld naj tunich and the tra now is not type of
challenging means. You could not by yourself going later ebook collection or library or borrowing from
your contacts to open them. This is an categorically simple means to specifically get lead by on-line.
This online publication images from the underworld naj tunich and the tra can be one of the options to
accompany you following having other time.
It will not waste your time. recognize me, the e-book will enormously flavor you further concern to read.
Just invest little mature to right of entry this on-line statement images from the underworld naj
tunich and the tra as competently as review them wherever you are now.

Mesoamerican Archaeology Lisa Overholtzer 2021-02-22 A unique and wide-ranging introduction to
the major prehispanic and colonial societies of Mexico and Central America, featuring new and revised
material throughout Mesoamerican Archaeology: Theory and Practice, Second Edition, provides readers
with a diverse and well-balanced view of the archaeology of the indigenous societies of Mexico and
Central America, helping students better understand key concepts and engage with contemporary
debates and issues within the field. The fully updated second edition incorporates contemporary
research that reflects new approaches and trends in Mesoamerican archaeology. New and revised
chapters from first-time and returning authors cover the archaeology of Mesoamerican cultural history,
from the early Gulf Coast Olmec, to the Classic and Postclassic Maya, to the cultures of Oaxaca and
Central Mexico before and after colonization. Presenting a wide range of approaches that illustrate
political, socio-economic, and symbolic interpretations, this textbook: Encourages students to consider
diverse ways of thinking about Mesoamerica: as a linguistic area, as a geographic region, and as a
network of communities of practice Represents a wide spectrum of perspectives and approaches to
Mesoamerican archaeology, including coverage of the Postclassic and Colonial periods Enables readers
to think critically about how explanations of the past are produced, verified, and debated Includes
accessible introductory material to ensure that students and non-specialists understand the
chronological and geographic frameworks of the Mesoamerican tradition Discusses recent
developments in the contemporary theory and practice of Mesoamerican archaeology Presents new and
original research by a team of internationally recognized contributors Mesoamerican Archaeology:
Theory and Practice, Second Edition, is ideal for use in undergraduate courses on the archaeology of
Mexico and Central America, as well as for broader courses on the archaeology of the Americas.
Houses in a Landscape Julia A. Hendon 2009-01-01 In Houses in a Landscape, Julia A. Hendon
examines the connections between social identity and social memory using archaeological research on
indigenous societies that existed more than one thousand years ago in what is now Honduras. While
these societies left behind monumental buildings, the remains of their dead, remnants of their daily life,
intricate works of art, and fine examples of craftsmanship such as pottery and stone tools, they left only
a small body of written records. Despite this paucity of written information, Hendon contends that an
archaeological study of memory in such societies is possible and worthwhile. It is possible because
memory is not just a faculty of the individual mind operating in isolation, but a social process embedded
in the materiality of human existence. Intimately bound up in the relations people develop with one
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another and with the world around them through what they do, where and how they do it, and with
whom or what, memory leaves material traces. Hendon conducted research on three contemporaneous
Native American civilizations that flourished from the seventh century through the eleventh CE: the
Maya kingdom of Copan, the hilltop center of Cerro Palenque, and the dispersed settlement of the
Cuyumapa valley. She analyzes domestic life in these societies, from cooking to crafting, as well as
public and private ritual events including the ballgame. Combining her findings with a rich body of
theory from anthropology, history, and geography, she explores how objects—the things people build,
make, use, exchange, and discard—help people remember. In so doing, she demonstrates how everyday
life becomes part of the social processes of remembering and forgetting, and how “memory
communities” assert connections between the past and the present.
Gender in Pre-Hispanic America Cecelia F. Klein 2001 Gender in Pre-Hispanic America offers rich
opportunities for comprehending current trends and considering future directions in research. It is
unique in that it puts social theory at the forefront of the discussion. The book has a special intellectual
presence and contemporary relevance in its engagement with the social lives and constructs of its
authors and readers alike. The consideration of the role of gender in our daily lives, including in our
professions, becomes inescapable when reading this book. It is not simply a question of men's roles
having been possibly overemphasized and overstudied to the detriment of women's. The fact that
genders, as opposed to sexes, are socially constructed categories focuses our attention on the ways in
which these and other social constructs have shaped our present understanding of the past and
informed past peoples' understand of their present. In various articles in this book, the reader will not
find unanimity in what is meant by "gender" or how to go about studying it. What will be found,
however, is a collection of interesting, informed, thought-provoking, and often lively essays. It is hoped
that this volume will mark a stage in an evolving study of this field and provoke new research in the
future.
The Slippery Earth Louise M. Burkhart 1989
Queer Natives in Latin America Fabiano S. Gontijo 2020-11-06 This book defies long standing
assumptions about indigenous societies in the Americas and shows that non-heteronormative sexualities
were already present among native peoples in different regions of what is now Latin America before the
arrival of European colonizers. Presenting data collected from both literature and field research, the
authors give examples of native queer traditions in different cultural regions, such as Mesoamerica, the
Amazon and the Andes, and analyze how colonization gradually imposed the models of sexuality and
family organization considered as normal by the European settlers using methods such as forced labor,
physical punishments and forced marriages. Building upon post-colonial and queer theories, Queer
Natives in Latin America: Forbidden Chapters of Colonial History reveals a little known aspect of the
colonization of the Americas: how a bureaucratic-administrative, political and psychological apparatus
was created and developed to normalize indigenous sexuality, shaping them to the colonial order.
Encyclopedia of the Ancient Maya Walter R. T. Witschey 2015-12-24 Encyclopedia of the Ancient
Maya provides an A-to-Z overview of the ancient Maya culture from its inception to the Spanish
Conquest. Exploring Maya society, celebrations, and achievements, as well as new insights into Maya
culture and collapse, this is a sophisticated yet accessible introduction suitable for students and general
readers.
The Oxford Handbook of Religious Space 2022 "How do we understand religious spaces? What is
their role or function within specific religious traditions or with respect to religious experience? This
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handbook brings together thirty-seven authors addressing these questions, using a range of methods to
analyze specific spaces or types of spaces around the world and across time. Their methods are
grounded in many disciplines: religious studies and religion, anthropology, archaeology, architectural
history and architecture, cultural and religious history, sociology, gender and women's studies,
geography, and political science, resulting in a distinctly interdisciplinary collection. These essays are
snapshots, each offering a specific way to think about the religious space(s) under consideration:
Roman shrines, Jewish synagogues, Christian churches, Muslim and Catholic shrines, indigenous spaces
in Central America and East Africa, cemeteries, memorials, and others. They are organized here by
geographical region rather than tradition, to emphasized the cultural roots of religion and religious
spaces. Several overarching principles emerge from these snapshots. The authors demonstrate that
religious spaces are simultaneously individual and collective, personal, and social; that they are
influenced by culture, tradition, and immediate circumstances; and that they participate in various
relationships of power. Most importantly, these essays demonstrate that religious spaces do not simply
provide a convenient background for religious action but are also constituent of religious meaning and
religious experience, that is, they play an active role in creating, expressing, broadcasting, maintaining,
and transforming religious meaning, experience"-Re-Creating Primordial Time Gabrielle Vail 2013-10-15 Re-Creating Primordial Time offers a new
perspective on the Maya codices, documenting the extensive use of creation mythology and
foundational rituals in the hieroglyphic texts and iconography of these important manuscripts. Focusing
on both pre-Columbian codices and early colonial creation accounts, Vail and Hernández show that in
spite of significant cultural change during the Postclassic and Colonial periods, the mythological
traditions reveal significant continuity, beginning as far back as the Classic period. Remarkable
similarities exist within the Maya tradition, even as new mythologies were introduced through contact
with the Gulf Coast region and highland central Mexico. Vail and Hernández analyze the extant Maya
codices within the context of later literary sources such as the Books of Chilam Balam, the Popol Vuh,
and the Códice Chimalpopoca to present numerous examples highlighting the relationship among
creation mythology, rituals, and lore. Compiling and comparing Maya creation mythology with that of
the Borgia codices from highland central Mexico, Re-Creating Primordial Time is a significant
contribution to the field of Mesoamerican studies and will be of interest to scholars of archaeology,
linguistics, epigraphy, and comparative religions alike.
Understanding Maya Inscriptions John F. Harris 1997-01-29 This second edition includes revised and
updated versions of three earlier publications: Understanding Maya Inscriptions: A Hieroglyph
Handbook; New and Recent Maya Hieroglyph Readings; and A Resource Bibliography for the
Decipherment of Maya Hieroglyphs and New Maya Hieroglyph Readings. This volume is designed to
function as a self-teaching tool to help the neophyte, and yet be of value to scholars. It introduces the
latest methods of analysis, illustrates techniques for computing Maya calendrics, uses the currently
accepted orthography, provides syllabary and syntax, suggests new glyph readings, and presents
various interpretations.
The Memory of Bones Stephen Houston 2013-05-01 All of human experience flows from bodies that
feel, express emotion, and think about what such experiences mean. But is it possible for us, embodied
as we are in a particular time and place, to know how people of long ago thought about the body and its
experiences? In this groundbreaking book, three leading experts on the Classic Maya (ca. AD 250 to
850) marshal a vast array of evidence from Maya iconography and hieroglyphic writing, as well as
archaeological findings, to argue that the Classic Maya developed a coherent approach to the human
body that we can recover and understand today. The authors open with a cartography of the Maya body,
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its parts and their meanings, as depicted in imagery and texts. They go on to explore such issues as how
the body was replicated in portraiture; how it experienced the world through ingestion, the senses, and
the emotions; how the body experienced war and sacrifice and the pain and sexuality that were
intimately bound up in these domains; how words, often heaven-sent, could be embodied; and how
bodies could be blurred through spirit possession. From these investigations, the authors convincingly
demonstrate that the Maya conceptualized the body in varying roles, as a metaphor of time, as a
gendered, sexualized being, in distinct stages of life, as an instrument of honor and dishonor, as a
vehicle for communication and consumption, as an exemplification of beauty and ugliness, and as a
dancer and song-maker. Their findings open a new avenue for empathetically understanding the ancient
Maya as living human beings who experienced the world as we do, through the body.
Rock Art Studies - News of the World Volume 3 Natalie R. Franklin 2008-08-05 This is the third in the
five-yearly series of surveys of what is happening in rock art studies around the world. As always, the
texts reflect something of the great differences in approach and emphasis that exist in different regions.
The volume presents examples from Europe, Asia, Africa, and the New World. During the period in
question, 1999 to 2004, there have been few major events, although in the field of Pleistocene art many
new discoveries have been made, and a new country added to the select list of those with Ice Age cave
art. Some regions such as North Africa and the former USSR have seen a tremendous amount of
activity, focusing not only on recording but also on chronology, and the conservation of sites. With the
global increase of tourism, the management of rock art sites that are accessible to the public is a theme
of ever-growing importance.
Images from the Underworld Andrea J. Stone 2010-07-05 An in-depth look at Maya cave painting
from Preconquest times to the Colonial period, plus a complete visual catalog of the cave art of Naj
Tunich. In 1979, a Kekchi Maya Indian accidentally discovered the entrance to Naj Tunich, a deep cave
in the Maya Mountains of El Peten, Guatemala. One of the world’s few deep caves that contain rock art,
Naj Tunich features figural images and hieroglyphic inscriptions that have helped to revolutionize our
understanding of ancient Maya art and ritual. In this book, Andrea Stone takes a comprehensive look at
Maya cave painting from Preconquest times to the Colonial period. After surveying Mesoamerican cave
and rock painting sites and discussing all twenty-five known painted caves in the Maya area, she
focuses extensively on Naj Tunich. Her text analyzes the images and inscriptions, while photographs
and line drawings provide a complete visual catalog of the cave art, some of which has been
subsequently destroyed by vandals. This important new body of images and texts enlarges our
understanding of the Maya view of sacred landscape and the role of caves in ritual. It will be important
reading for all students of the Maya, as well as for others interested in cave art and in human
relationships with the natural environment. “Not only an extraordinarily detailed and insightful analysis
of the painted representations and texts found in Naj Tunich but also a complete survey of all known
Maya painted caves. . . . A major monograph on a major Maya site. For completeness of presentation,
for clarity of writing, and for depth and scope of analysis, [Images from the Underworld] is a model of
what a final report should be.” —Journal of Anthropological Research
The Maya World Scott R. Hutson 2020-06-17 The Maya World brings together over 60 authors,
representing the fields of archaeology, art history, epigraphy, geography, and ethnography, who explore
cutting-edge research on every major facet of the ancient Maya and all sub-regions within the Maya
world. The Maya world, which covers Guatemala, Belize, and parts of Mexico, Honduras, and El
Salvador, contains over a hundred ancient sites that are open to tourism, eight of which are UNESCO
World Heritage Sites, and many thousands more that have been dug or await investigation. In addition
to captivating the lay public, the ancient Maya have attracted scores of major interdisciplinary research
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expeditions and hundreds of smaller projects going back to the 19th century, making them one of the
best-known ancient cultures. The Maya World explores their renowned writing system, towering stone
pyramids, exquisitely painted murals, and elaborate funerary tombs as well as their creative
agricultural strategies, complex social, economic, and political relationships, widespread interactions
with other societies, and remarkable cultural resilience in the face of historical ruptures. This is an
invaluable reference volume for scholars of the ancient Maya, including archaeologists, historians, and
anthropologists.
Maya Imagery, Architecture, and Activity Kaylee R. Spencer 2015-05-01 Maya Imagery, Architecture,
and Activity privileges art historical perspectives in addressing the ways the ancient Maya organized,
manipulated, created, interacted with, and conceived of the world around them. The Maya provide a
particularly strong example of the ways in which the built and imaged environment are intentionally
oriented relative to political, religious, economic, and other spatial constructs. In examining space, the
contributors of this volume demonstrate the core interrelationships inherent in a wide variety of places
and spaces, both concrete and abstract. They explore the links between spatial order and cosmic order
and the possibility that such connections have sociopolitical consequences. This book will prove useful
not just to Mayanists but to art historians in other fields and scholars from a variety of disciplines,
including anthropology, archaeology, geography, and landscape architecture.
From Moon Goddesses to Virgins Peter Herman Sigal 2021-11-03 For the preconquest Maya, sexuality
was a part of ritual discourse and performance, and all sex acts were understood in terms of their
power to create, maintain, and destroy society. As postconquest Maya adapted to life under colonial
rule, they neither fully abandoned these views nor completely adopted the formulation of sexuality
prescribed by Spanish Catholicism. Instead, they evolved hybridized notions of sexual desire,
represented in the figure of the Virgin Mary as a sexual goddess, whose sex acts embodied both
creative and destructive components. This highly innovative book decodes the process through which
this colonization of Yucatan Maya sexual desire occurred. Pete Sigal frames the discussion around a
series of texts, including the Books of Chilam Balam and the Ritual of the Bacabs, that were written by
seventeenth and eighteenth century Maya nobles to elucidate the history, religion, and philosophy of
the Yucatecan Maya communities. Drawing on the insights of philology, discourse analysis, and
deconstruction, he analyzes the sexual fantasies, fears, and desires that are presented, often
unintentionally, in the "margins" of these texts and shows how they illuminate issues of colonialism,
power, ritual, and gender.
The Ritual Practice of Time Lars Kirkhusmo Pharo 2013-11-28 Drawing upon the category “ritual
practices of time” the book offers a comparative analytical model and theoretical insights about
calendars in Mesoamerica and in general. This comprehensive study systematically explicates how
ritual practises are represented and conceptualised in intellectual systems and societies.
Archaeologies of Sexuality Robert A. Schmidt 2005-06-28 Status, age and gender have long been
accepted aspects of archaeological enquiry, yet it is only recently that archaeologists have started
seriously to consider the role of sex and sexuality in their studies. Archaeologies of Sexuality is a timely
and pioneering work. It presents a strong, diverse body of scholarship which draws on locations as
varied as medieval England, the ancient Maya kingdoms, New Kingdom Egypt, prehistoric Europe, and
convict-era Australia, demonstrating the challenges and rewards of integrating the study of sex and
sexuality within archaeology. This volume, with contributions by many leading archaeologists, will serve
both as an essential introduction and a valuable reference tool for students and academics.
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Life beyond the Boundaries Karen Harry 2018-04-02 Life beyond the Boundaries explores identity
formation on the edges of the ancient Southwest. Focusing on some of the more poorly understood
regions, including the Jornada Mogollon, the Gallina, and the Pimería Alta, the authors use methods
drawn from material culture science, anthropology, and history to investigate themes related to the
construction of social identity along the perimeters of the American Southwest. Through an
archaeological lens, the volume examines the social experiences of people who lived in edge regions.
Through mobility and the development of extensive social networks, people living in these areas were
introduced to the ideas and practices of other cultural groups. As their spatial distances from core areas
increased, the degree to which they participated in the economic, social, political, and ritual practices
of ancestral core areas increasingly varied. As a result, the social identities of people living in edge
zones were often—though not always—fluid and situational. Drawing on an increase of available
information and bringing new attention to understudied areas, the book will be of interest to scholars of
Southwestern archaeology and other researchers interested in the archaeology of low-populated and
decentralized regions and identity formation. Life beyond the Boundaries considers the various roles
that edge regions played in local and regional trajectories of the prehistoric and protohistoric
Southwest and how place influenced the development of social identity. Contributors: Lewis Borck, Dale
S. Brenneman, Jeffery J. Clark, Severin Fowles, Patricia A. Gilman, Lauren E. Jelinek, Myles R. Miller,
Barbara J. Mills, Matthew A. Peeples, Kellam Throgmorton, James T. Watson
Embodied Lives: Rosemary A. Joyce 2014-02-25 Examining a wide range of archaeological data, and
using it to explore issues such as the sexual body, mind/body dualism, body modification, and magical
practices, Lynn Meskell and Rosemary Joyce offer a new approach to the Ancient Egyptian and Mayan
understanding of embodiment. Drawing on insights from feminist theory, art history, phenomenology,
anthropology and psychoanalysis, the book takes bodily materiality as a crucial starting point to the
understanding and formation of self in any society, and sheds new light on Ancient Egyptian and Maya
cultures. The book shows how a comparative project can open up new lines of inquiry by raising
questions about accepted assumptions as the authors draw attention to the long-term histories and
specificities of embodiment, and make the case for the importance of ancient materials for
contemporary theorization of the body. For students new to the subject, and scholars already familiar
with it, this will offer fresh and exciting insights into these ancient cultures.
Art and Myth of the Ancient Maya Oswaldo Chinchilla Mazariegos 2017-04-25 Cover -- Half Title -Title -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents -- Acknowledgments -- Note on Translations and Orthography
-- Introduction -- 1 Image and Text -- 2 Pictorial and Textual Sources -- 3 Mesoamerican Cosmogony -- 4
The Maiden -- 5 The Grandmother -- 6 The Sun's Opponents -- 7 The Sun -- 8 The Perfect Youth -- 9 The
Father -- Epilogue -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Illustration Credits -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H
-- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- Q -- R -- S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- X -- Y -- Z
Fifty Years of Good Reading University of Texas Press 2000 50 year since founding the University of
Texas, they have witnessed major evolutions in the world of publishing.
The Cambridge World History: Volume 3, Early Cities in Comparative Perspective, 4000
BCE–1200 CE Norman Yoffee 2015-03-19 From the fourth millennium BCE to the early second
millennium CE the world became a world of cities. This volume explores this critical transformation,
from the appearance of the earliest cities in Mesopotamia and Egypt to the rise of cities in Asia and the
Mediterranean world, Africa, and the Americas. Through case studies and comparative accounts of key
cities across the world, leading scholars chart the ways in which these cities grew as nodal points of
pilgrimages and ceremonies, exchange, storage and redistribution, and centres for defence and
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warfare. They show how in these cities, along with their associated and restructured countrysides, new
rituals and ceremonies connected leaders with citizens and the gods, new identities as citizens were
created, and new forms of power and sovereignty emerged. They also examine how this unprecedented
concentration of people led to disease, violence, slavery and subjugations of unprecedented kinds and
scales.
Cave Art Bruno David 2017-02-28 An archaeological exploration of the mysterious world of cave art
through the ages Deep underground, some of humanity’s earliest artistic endeavors have lain
untouched for millennia. The dark interiors of caves, wherever they may be found, seem to have had a
powerful draw for ancient peoples, who littered the cave floors with objects they had made. Later, they
adorned cave walls with sacred symbols and secret knowledge, from the very first abstract symbols and
handprints to complex and vivid arrangements of animals and people. Often undisturbed for many tens
of thousands of years, these were among the first visual symbols that humans shared with each other,
though they were made so long ago that we have entirely forgotten their meaning. However, as
archaeologist Bruno David reveals, caves decorated more recently may help us to unlock their secrets.
David tells the story of this mysterious world of decorated caves, from the oldest known painting tools
to the magnificent murals of the European Ice Age. Showcasing the most astounding discoveries made
in more than 150 years of archaeological exploration, Cave Art explores the creative achievements of
our remotest ancestors and what they tell us about the human past.
Maya Figurines Christina T. Halperin 2014-05-01 Rather than view the contours of Late Classic Maya
social life solely from towering temple pyramids or elite sculptural forms, this book considers a suite of
small anthropomorphic, zoomorphic, and supernatural figurative remains excavated from household
refuse deposits. Maya Figurines examines these often neglected objects and uses them to draw out
relationships between the Maya state and its subjects. These figurines provide a unique perspective for
understanding Maya social and political relations; Christina T. Halperin argues that state politics work
on the microscale of everyday routines, localized rituals, and small-scale representations. Her
comprehensive study brings together archeology, anthropology, and art history with theories of
material culture, performance, political economy, ritual humor, and mimesis to make a fascinating case
for the role politics plays in daily life. What she finds is that, by comparing small-scale figurines with
state-sponsored, often large-scale iconography and elite material culture, one can understand how
different social realms relate to and represent one another. In Maya Figurines, Halperin compares
objects from diverse households, archeological sites, and regions, focusing especially on figurines from
Petén, Guatemala, and comparing them to material culture from Belize, the northern highlands of
Guatemala, the Usumacinta River, the Campeche coastal area, and Mesoamerican sites outside the
Maya zone. Ultimately, she argues, ordinary objects are not simply passive backdrops for important
social and political phenomena. Instead, they function as significant mechanisms through which power
and social life are intertwined.
Yaxchilan Carolyn E. Tate 2013-08-28 As archaeologists peel away the jungle covering that has both
obscured and preserved the ancient Maya cities of Mexico and Central America, other scholars have
only a limited time to study and understand the sites before the jungle, weather, and human
encroachment efface them again, perhaps forever. This urgency underlies Yaxchilan: The Design of a
Maya Ceremonial City, Carolyn Tate's comprehensive catalog and analysis of all the city's extant
buildings and sculptures. During a year of field work, Tate fully documented the appearance of the site
as of 1987. For each sculpture and building, she records its discovery, present location, condition,
measurements, and astronomical orientation and reconstructs its Long Counts and Julian dates from
Calendar Rounds. Line drawings and photographs provide a visual document of the art and architecture
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of Yaxchilan. More than mere documentation, however, the book explores the phenomenon of art within
Maya society. Tate establishes a general framework of cultural practices, spiritual beliefs, and
knowledge likely to have been shared by eighth-century Maya people. The process of making public art
is considered in relation to other modes of aesthetic expression, such as oral tradition and ritual. This
kind of analysis is new in Maya studies and offers fresh insight into the function of these magnificent
cities and the powerful role public art and architecture play in establishing cultural norms, in education
in a semiliterate society, and in developing the personal and community identities of individuals.
Several chapters cover the specifics of art and iconography at Yaxchilan as a basis for examining the
creation of the city in the Late Classic period. Individual sculptures are attributed to the hands of single
artists and workshops, thus aiding in dating several of the monuments. The significance of headdresses,
backracks, and other costume elements seen on monuments is tied to specific rituals and fashions, and
influence from other sites is traced. These analyses lead to a history of the design of the city under the
reigns of Shield Jaguar (A.D. 681-741) and Bird Jaguar IV (A.D. 752-772). In Tate's view, Yaxchilan and
other Maya cities were designed as both a theater for ritual activities and a nexus of public art and
social structures that were crucial in defining the self within Maya society.
The Cambridge Illustrated History of Prehistoric Art Paul Bahn 1998 Surveys prehistoric art throughout
the world, including body art, art on rocks and walls, and objects; changes in scholarship; and what the
art can reveal about early sexual, social, economic, and religious life
Encyclopedia of Caves and Karst Science John Gunn 2004 The Encyclopedia of Caves and Karst Science
examines cave and karst geoscience, cave archaeology and human use of caves, art in caves, hydrology
and groundwater, cave and karst history, and conservation and management.
Her Cup for Sweet Cacao Traci Ardren 2020-12-08 For the ancient Maya, food was both sustenance
and a tool for building a complex society. This collection, the first to focus exclusively on the social uses
of food in Classic Maya culture, deploys a variety of theoretical approaches to examine the meaning of
food beyond diet—ritual offerings and restrictions, medicinal preparations, and the role of nostalgia
around food, among other topics. For instance, how did Maya feasts build community while also
reinforcing social hierarchy? What psychoactive substances were the elite Maya drinking in their caves,
and why? Which dogs were good for eating, and which breeds became companions? Why did even some
non-elite Maya enjoy cacao, but rarely meat? Why was meat more available for urban Maya than for
those closer to hunting grounds on the fringes of cities? How did the molcajete become a vital tool and
symbol in Maya gastronomy? These chapters, written by some of the leading scholars in the field,
showcase a variety of approaches and present new evidence from faunal remains, hieroglyphic texts,
chemical analyses, and art. Thoughtful and revealing, Her Cup for Sweet Cacao unlocks a more
comprehensive understanding of how food was instrumental to the development of ancient Maya
culture.
Stories in Red and Black Elizabeth Hill Boone 2000-01-01 This title offers analysis of Mexican painted
history as an intellectual, documentary and pictorial genre. The author explores how Mexican historians
conceptualized and painted their past, and introduces the major pictorial records: Aztec annals and
cartographic histories and Mixtec screenfolds and lienzos. Boone focuses her analysis on the kinds of
stories told in the histories and on how the manuscripts work pictorially to encode, organize, and
preserve these narratives. This twofold investigation aims to broaden our understanding of how
preconquest Mexicans use pictographic history for political and social ends. It also demonstrates how
graphic writing systems created a broadly understood visual language that communicated effectively
across ethnic and linguistic boundaries
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The Lowland Maya Area Scott Fedick 2003-09-18 What can we learn from the people of the Maya
Lowlands? Integrating history, biodiversity, ethnobotany, geology, ecology, archaeology, anthropology,
and other disciplines, The Lowland Maya Area is a valuable guide to the fascinating relationship
between man and his environment in the Yucatán peninsula. This book covers virtually every aspect of
the biology and ecology of the Maya Lowlands and the many ways that human beings have interacted
with their surroundings in that area for the last three thousand years. You'll learn about newly
discovered archaeological evidence of wetland use; the domestication and use of cacao and henequen
plants; a biodiversity assessment of a select group of plants, animals, and microorganisms; the area's
forgotten cotton, indigo, and wax industries; the ecological history of the Yucatán Peninsula; and much
more. This comprehensive book will open your eyes to all that we can learn from the Maya people, who
continue to live on their native lands, integrating modern life with their old ways and teaching valuable
lessons about human dependence on and management of environmental resources. The Lowland Maya
Area explores: the impact of hurricanes and fire on local environments historic and modern Maya
concepts of forests the geologic history of the Yucatán challenges to preserving Maya architecture
newly-discovered evidence of fertilizer use among the ancient Maya cooperation between locals and
researchers that fosters greater knowledge on both sides recommendations to help safeguard the future
The Lowland Maya Area is an ideal single source for reliable information on the many ecological and
social issues of this dynamic area. Providing you with the results of the most recent research into many
diverse fields, including traditional ecological knowledge, the difficult transition to capitalism, agave
production, and the diversity of insect species, this book will be a valuable addition to your collection.
As the editors of The Lowland Maya Area say in their concluding chapter: “If we are to gain global
perspective from the changing Maya world, it is that understanding space and time is absolutely critical
to human persistence.” Understanding how the Maya have interacted with their environment for
thousands of years while maintaining biodiversity will help us understand how we too can work for
sustainable development in our own environments.
Popol Vuh 2012-11-09 The Popol Vuh is the most important example of Maya literature to have survived
the Spanish conquest. It is also one of the world’s great creation accounts, comparable to the beauty
and power of Genesis. Most previous translations have relied on Spanish versions rather than the
original K’iche’-Maya text. Based on ten years of research by a leading scholar of Maya literature, this
translation with extensive notes is uniquely faithful to the original language. Retaining the poetic style
of the original text, the translation is also remarkably accessible to English readers. Illustrated with
more than eighty drawings, photographs, and maps, Allen J. Christenson’s authoritative version brings
out the richness and elegance of this sublime work of literature, comparable to such epic masterpieces
as the Ramayana and Mahabharata of India or the Iliad and Odyssey of Greece.
Images from the Underworld Andrea J. Stone 1995-09-01 "Describes the cave site of Naj Tunich in the
southeastern Petâen region of Guatemala. Includes an analysis of the cave painting style and
iconography and (with Barbara MacLeod) of the hieroglyphic texts that accompany some of them. A
survey of cave paintings from other parts of the Maya world and elsewhere in Mesoamerica provides a
broad comparative context"--Handbook of Latin American Studies, v. 57.
Archaeologies of Text Matthew T. Rutz 2014-12-30 Scholars working in a number of disciplines _
archaeologists, classicists, epigraphers, papyrologists, Assyriologists, Egyptologists, Mayanists,
philologists, and ancient historians of all stripes _ routinely engage with ancient textual sources that are
either material remains from the archaeological record or historical products of other connections
between the ancient world and our own. Examining the archaeology-text nexus from multiple
perspectives, contributors to this volume discuss current theoretical and practical problems that have
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grown out of their work at the boundary of the division between archaeology and the study of early
inscriptions. In 12 representative case-studies drawn from research in Asia, Africa, the Mediterranean,
and Mesoamerica, scholars use various lenses to critically examine the interface between archaeology
and the study of ancient texts, rethink the fragmentation of their various specialized disciplines, and
illustrate the best in current approaches to contextual analysis. The collection of essays also highlights
recent trends in the development of documentation and dissemination technologies, engages with the
ethical and intellectual quandaries presented by ancient inscriptions that lack archaeological context,
and sets out to find profitable future directions for interdisciplinary research.
Classic Maya Provincial Politics Lisa J. LeCount 2010-09-15 Most treatments of large Classic Maya sites
such as Caracol and Tikal regard Maya political organization as highly centralized. Because
investigations have focused on civic buildings and elite palaces, however, a critical part of the picture of
Classic Maya political organization has been missing. The contributors to this volume chart the rise and
fall of the Classic Maya center of Xunantunich, paying special attention to its changing relationships
with the communities that comprised its hinterlands. They examine how the changing relationships
between Xunantunich and the larger kingdom of Naranjo affected the local population, the location of
their farms and houses, and the range of economic and subsistence activities in which both elites and
commoners engaged. They also examine the ways common people seized opportunities and met
challenges offered by a changing political landscape. The rich archaeological data in this book show
that incorporating subject communities and peopleÑand keeping them incorporatedÑwas an on-going
challenge to ancient Maya rulers. Until now, archaeologists have lacked integrated regional data and a
fine-grained chronology in which to document short-term shifts in site occupations, subsistence
strategies, and other important practices of the daily life of the Maya. This book provides a revised
picture of Maya politicsÑone of different ways of governing and alliance formation among dominant
centers, provincial polities, and hinterland communities.
Historical and Archaeological Perspectives on the Itzas of Petén, Guatemala Prudence M. Rice
2018-03-01 Historical and Archaeological Perspectives on the Itzas of Petén, Guatemala is the first
exhaustively detailed and thorough account of the Itzas—a Maya group that dominated much of the
western lowland area of tropical forest, swamps, and grasslands in Petén, Guatemala. Examining
archaeological and historical evidence, Prudence Rice and Don Rice present a theoretical perspective
on the Itzas’ origins and an overview of the social, political, linguistic, and environmental history of the
area; explain the Spanish view of the Itzas during the Conquest; and explore the material culture of the
Itzas as it has been revealed in recent surveys and excavations. The long but fragmented history of the
Petén Itzas requires investigation across multiple periods and regions. Chapters in this six-part
overview interweave varying data pertaining to this group—archaeological, artifactual, indigenous
textual, Spanish historical—from multiple languages and academic fields, such as anthropology,
archaeology, linguistics, ecology, and history. Part I introduces the lowland Itzas, northern and
southern, with an emphasis on those of the central Petén lakes area. Part II discusses general Itza
origins and identities in the Epiclassic period, while part III reviews Spanish perceptions and
misconceptions of the Petén Itzas in their Contact-period writings. With these temporal anchors, parts
IV and V present the archaeology and artifacts of the Petén Itzas, including pottery, architecture, and
arrow points, from varied sites and excavations but primarily focusing on the island capital of
Tayza/Nojpetén. Part VI summarizes key data and themes of the preceding chapters for a new
understanding of the Petén Itzas. A companion volume to The Kowoj—a similar treatment of the Petén
Itzas’ regional neighbors—Historical and Archaeological Perspectives on the Itzas of Petén, Guatemala
demonstrates the unique physical, cultural, and social framework that was home to the Petén Itza,
along with their backstory in northern Yucatán. Archaeologists, historians, art historians, and
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geographers who specialize in the Maya and the Postclassic, Contact, and Colonial periods will find this
book of particular interest. Contributors: Mark Brenner, Leslie G. Cecil, Charles Andrew Hofling,
Nathan J. Meissner, Timothy W. Pugh, Yuko Shiratori
Materializing Ritual Practices Lisa M. Johnson 2022-06-17 Materializing Ritual Practices explores
the deep history of ritual practice in Mexico and Central America and the ways interdisciplinary
research can be coordinated to illuminate how rituals create, destroy, and transform social relations.
Ritual action produces sequences of creation, destruction, and transformation, which involve a variety
of materials that are active and agential. The materialities of ritual may persist at temporal scales long
beyond the lives of humans or be as ephemeral as spoken words, music, and scents. In this book,
archaeologists and ethnographers, including specialists in narrative, music, and ritual practice, explore
the rhythms and materiality of rituals that accompany everyday actions, like the construction of houses,
healing practices, and religious festivals, and that paced commemoration of rulers, ancestor veneration,
and relations with spiritual beings in the past. Connecting the kinds of observed material discursive
practices that ethnographers witness to the sedimented practices from which archaeologists infer
similar practices in the past, Materializing Ritual Practices addresses how specific materialities
encourage repetition in ritual actions and, in other circumstances, resist changes to ritual sequences.
The volume will be of interest to cultural anthropologists, archaeologists, and linguists with interests in
Central America, ritual, materiality, and time. Contributors: M. Charlotte Arnauld, Giovani Balam
Caamal, Isaac Barrientos, Cedric Becquey, Johann Begel, Valeria Bellomia, Juan Carillo Gonzalez, Maire
Chosson, Julien Hiquet, Katrina Kosyk, Olivier Le Guen, Maria Luisa Vasquez de Agredos Pascual,
Alessandro Lupo, Philippe Nondedeo, Julie Patrois, Russel Sheptak, Valentina Vapnarsky, Francisca
Zalaquett Rock
The Beast Between Matthew G. Looper 2019-04-22 The white-tailed deer had a prominent status in
Maya civilization; it was the most important wild-animal food source at many inland Maya sites and also
functioned as a major ceremonial symbol. Offering an in-depth semantic analysis of this imagery, The
Beast Between considers iconography, hieroglyphic texts, mythological discourses, and ritual narratives
to translate the significance and meaning of the vibrant metaphors expressed in a variety of artifacts
depicting deer and hunting. Charting the progression of deer as a key component of the Maya diet,
especially for elites, to the coupling of deer and maize in the Maya worldview, The Beast Between
reveals a close and long-term interdependence. Not only are deer depicted naturalistically in hunting
and ritual scenes, but they are also ascribed with human attributes. This rich imagery reflects the many
ways in which deer hunting was linked to status, sexuality, and war as part of a deeper process to
ensure the regeneration of both agriculture and ancestry. Drawing on methodologies of art history,
archaeology, and ethnology, this illuminating work is poised to become a key resource for multiple
fields.
2000 Years of Mayan Literature Dennis Tedlock 2011-11-04 A chronological survey of Mayan literature,
covering two thousand years, from the earliest hieroglyphic inscriptions to later works using the Roman
alphabet.
Language Contact, Inherited Similarity and Social Difference Danny Law 2014-06-15 This book offers a
study of long-term, intensive language contact between more than a dozen Mayan languages spoken in
the lowlands of Guatemala, Southern Mexico and Belize. It details the massive restructuring of syntactic
and semantic organization, the calquing of grammatical patterns, and the direct borrowing of
inflectional morphology, including, in some of these languages, the direct borrowing of even entire
morphological paradigms. The in-depth analysis of contact among the genetically related Lowland
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Mayan languages presented in this volume serves as a highly relevant case for theoretical, historical,
contact, typological, socio- and anthropological linguistics. This linguistically complex situation involves
serious engagement with issues of methods for distinguishing contact-induced similarity from inherited
similarity, the role of social and ideological variables in conditioning the outcomes of language contact,
cross-linguistic tendencies in language contact, as well as the effect that inherited similarity can have
on the processes and outcomes of language contact.
Archaeology of Ancient Mexico and Central America Susan Toby Evans 2001 This reference is
devoted to the pre-Columbian archaeology of the Mesoamerican culture area, one of the six cradles of
early civilization. It features in-depth articles on the major cultural areas of ancient Mexico and Central
America; coverage of important sites, including the world-renowned discoveries as well as many lesserknown locations; articles on day-to-day life of ancient peoples in these regions; and several bandw
regional and site maps and photographs. Entries are arranged alphabetically and cover introductory
archaeological facts (flora, fauna, human growth and development, nonorganic resources), chronologies
of various periods (Paleoindian, Archaic, Formative, Classic and Postclassic, and Colonial), cultural
features, Maya, regional summaries, research methods and resources, ethnohistorical methods and
sources, and scholars and research history. Edited by archaeologists Evans and Webster, both of whom
are associated with Pennsylvania State University. c. Book News Inc.
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