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A Companion to the Works of J. M. Coetzee Tim Mehigan 2014-02 New essays providing
critical views of Coetzee's major works for the scholar and the general reader.
The Intellectual Landscape in the Works of J. M. Coetzee Tim Mehigan 2018-02-20
Arguably the most decorated and critically acclaimed writer of today, J. M. Coetzee is a
deeply intellectual writer. Yet while just about everyone who comes to Coetzee's writing is
aware that the visible superstructure of his works is moved from below by a vast substructure
of ideas, we are still far from grasping Coetzee's intellectual allegiances as a whole. This
book sets out to examine these allegiances in ways not attempted before, by bringing leading
figures in the philosophy of literary fiction and ethics together with leading Coetzee scholars.
The book is organized into three parts: the first part evaluates Coetzee with respect to
notions of truth and justification. At issue is how the reader is to understand the ground on
which Coetzee builds his ethical commitments. The second part considers the problem of
language, in which ethics is rooted and on which it depends. The chapters of the third part
position Coetzee's writing with respect to notions of social and moral solidarity, where, in
regard to literature as such or experience as such, philosophy and literature together
exercise an unrivaled right to be heard. Contributors: Elisa Aaltola, Derek Attridge, David
Attwell, Maria Boletsi, Carrol Clarkson, Simon During, Patrick Hayes, Alexander Honold,
Anton Leist, Tim Mehigan, Christian Moser, Robert B. Pippin, Robert Stockhammer, Markus
Winkler, Martin Woessner. Tim Mehigan is Deputy Director of the Institute for Advanced
Studies in the Humanities at the University of Queensland. Christian Moser is Professor of
Comparative Literature at the University of Bonn.
J. M. Coetzee Anthony Uhlmann 2020-01-23 J. M. Coetzee: Truth, Meaning, Fiction
illuminates the intellectual and philosophical interests that drive Coetzee's writing. In doing
so, it makes the case for Coetzee as an important and original thinker in his own right. Whilst
looking at Coetzee's writing career, from his dissertation through to The Schooldays of Jesus
(2016), and interpreting running themes and scenarios, style and evolving attitudes to
literary form, Anthony Uhlmann also offers revealing glimpses, informed by archival
research, of Coetzee's writing process. Among the main themes that Uhlmann sees in
Coetzee's writing, and which remains highly relevant today, is the awareness that there is
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truth in fiction, or that fiction can provide valuable insights into real world problems, and
that there are also fictions of the truth: that we are surrounded, in our everyday lives, by
stories we wish to believe are true. J. M. Coetzee: Truth, Meaning, Fiction offers a revealing
new account of one of arguably our most important contemporary writers.
Critical Modesty in Contemporary Fiction Thom Dancer 2021-09-09 From climate catastrophe
to pandemics and economic crises, the problems facing humanity can feel impossible to solve.
Critical Modesty in Contemporary Fiction argues that contemporary fiction helps those who
may feel despair at the enormity of such problems — not, as usually assumed, through the
ambitious search for grand solutions but rather by cultivating a temperament of modesty.
This new temperament of critical modesty locates the fight for freedom and human dignity
within the limited and compromised conditions in which we find ourselves. Through readings
of Ian McEwan, Zadie Smith, J. M. Coetzee, and David Mitchell, Critical Modesty in
Contemporary Fiction advances a claim for the value of temperament in general as a crucial
analytic for understanding contemporary experience as well as for a particular temperament
of critical modesty as crucial in negotiating the limits of critical and human agency that
constitute our daily lives. Exploring modest forms of entangled human agency that represent
an alternative to the novel of the large scale that have been most closely associated with the
Anthropocene, this volume makes the surprising case that by adopting a modest stance, the
novel has the potential to play a more important socio-cultural role than it has done. In doing
so, it offers an engaging response to the debate over critical and surface readings, bringing
novels themselves into the conversation and arguing for a fictional mode that is both critical
and modest, reminding us how much we are already engaged with the world, implicated and
compromised, before we start developing theories, writing stories, or acting within it.
J. M. Coetzee's Poetics of the Child Charlotta Elmgren 2020-09-17 Tracing how central
tensions in J.M. Coetzee's fiction converge in and are made visible by the child figure, this
book establishes the centrality of the child to Coetzee's poetics. Through readings of novels
from Dusklands to The Schooldays of Jesus, Charlotta Elmgren shows how Coetzee's writing
stages the constant interplay between irresponsibility and responsibility-to the self, the other,
and the world. In articulating this poetics of (ir)responsibility, Elmgren offers the first
sustained engagement with the intersections between Coetzee's work and the philosophical
thought of Giorgio Agamben. With reference also to Hannah Arendt's thinking on natality,
education, and amor mundi, Elmgren demonstrates the inextricable links in Coetzee's writing
between freedom, play, and serious attention to the world. The book identifies five central
dynamics of Coetzee's poetics: the child as a figure of truth-telling and authenticity; the
ethics of the not-so-other child; the child, new beginnings and care for the world; childish
behaviour as perpetual study; and the redemptive potential of infancy. Offering a fresh
contribution to the field of literary childhood studies, Elmgren shows the critical possibilities
in thinking about-and with-childlike openness and childish experimentation when
approaching the writing and reading of the work of J.M. Coetzee and beyond.
Countries of the Mind Allen Richard Penner 1989 Since the publication of his first novel in
1974, J. M. Coetzee has attained a reputation as one of the world's most respected novelists.
The demand for his works is related to the world's interest in the politics, literature, culture,
and society of South Africa. However, Coetzee's fictions remain significant, according to
Penner, apart from their South African context, because of their artistry and because they
transform urgent societal concerns into more enduring questions regarding colonialism and
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the relationships of mastery and servitude between cultures and individuals. Penner provides
an in-depth, critical reading of Coetzee's five novels, drawing upon primary and critical texts
on Western and South African literature and society. He argues that Coetzee's writings
subvert traditional novel forms and thus become self-reflexive commentaries on the nature of
fiction and fiction writing. Despite the diversity of their forms, Coetzee's novels all deal with
the Cartesian division between the self and others that is at the base of all colonial and
master/slave relationships. Many of Coetzee's protagonists who struggle to escape this
Cartesian dichotomy and the colonizing mentality it fosters also hold a privileged status
within their societies. As a result, they face a moral dilemma: even if they are personally
innocent of any acts of oppression, they still share responsibility as members of the
colonizing group. If Coetzee does not provide solutions or a direct call to action to resolve
South Africa's enormous problems, Penner suggests, it is because Coetzee is striking at a
more fundamental problem: the psychological, philosophical, and linguistic foundations of the
colonial dilemma. Penner also deals with the question of Coetzee's identity as a South African
writer, arguing that his tradition is the broader Western literary tradition of which South
Africa is a part. This book should be read by anyone interested in Coetzee's fiction, modern
fiction, and Third World and South African literature.
Open Secrets Michael Bell 2007-05-17 Open Secrets reflects on contemporary humanistic
pedagogy by examining the limits of the teachable in this domain. The Goethean motif of the
open secret refers not to a revealed mystery but to an utterance that is not understood, the
likely fate of any instruction based purely on authority. Revisiting the European
Bildungsroman, it studies the pedagogical relationship from the point of view of the tutor or
mentor figure rather than with the usual focus on the young hero. The argument is not
confined to works of fiction, however, but examines texts in which the category of fiction has
a crucial and constitutive function, for a growing awareness of limited authority on the part
of the mentor figures is closely related to fictive self-consciousness in the texts. Rousseau's
Emile, as a semi-novelised treatise, whose fictiveness is at once overt and yet unmarked, is
relatively unaware of the imaginary nature of its envisaged authority. Passing through
Laurence Sterne, C. M. Wieland, Goethe and Nietzsche, the situation is gradually reversed,
culminating with the conscious impasse of authority in Thus Spoke Zarathustra. All these
writers have achieved their pedagogical impact despite, indeed by means of, their internal
scepticism. By contrast, in the three subsequent writers, D. H. Lawrence, F. R. Leavis and J.
M. Coetzee, the impasse of pedagogical authority becomes more literal as the authority of
Bildung is eroded in the wider culture. The awareness of pedagogical authority as a species
of fiction, to be conducted in an aesthetic spirit, remains a significant prophylactic against
the perennial pressure of reductive conceptions of the education as form of instructional
'production'.
Literary Cynics Arthur Rose 2017-04-06 Focusing on work by Jorge Luis Borges, Samuel
Beckett and J.M. Coetzee, Literary Cynics explores the relationship between literature and
cynicism to consider what happens when authors write themselves into their art, against the
rhetoric of authority. Rose takes as his starting point three moments of aesthetic crisis in the
careers of these literary cynics: Borges's parables of the 1950s, Beckett's plays of the 1980s,
and Coetzee's pedagogic novels of the 2000s. In their transition to 'late style', the works
reflect their writers' abiding concern with particular conceptions of rhetoric and aesthetic
form. Literary Cynics combines accounts of these 'late' works with classic, lesser known, and
archival texts by the three writers, from Coetzee's Disgrace to Beckett's letters, as well as
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detailed analysis of cynicism, both ancient and modern, as a philosophical and political
movement.
J. M. Coetzee Anthony Uhlmann 2020-01-23 J. M. Coetzee: Truth, Meaning, Fiction
illuminates the intellectual and philosophical interests that drive Coetzee's writing. In doing
so, it makes the case for Coetzee as an important and original thinker in his own right. Whilst
looking at Coetzee's writing career, from his dissertation through to The Schooldays of Jesus
(2016), and interpreting running themes and scenarios, style and evolving attitudes to
literary form, Anthony Uhlmann also offers revealing glimpses, informed by archival
research, of Coetzee's writing process. Among the main themes that Uhlmann sees in
Coetzee's writing, and which remains highly relevant today, is the awareness that there is
truth in fiction, or that fiction can provide valuable insights into real world problems, and
that there are also fictions of the truth: that we are surrounded, in our everyday lives, by
stories we wish to believe are true. J. M. Coetzee: Truth, Meaning, Fiction offers a revealing
new account of one of arguably our most important contemporary writers.
J. M. Coetzee and the Ethics of Reading Derek Attridge 2021-04-10 Nobel Prize-winning
novelist J. M. Coetzee is one of the most widely taught contemporary writers, but also one of
the most elusive. Many critics who have addressed his work have devoted themselves to
rendering it more accessible and acceptable, often playing down the features that discomfort
and perplex his readers. Yet it is just these features, Derek Attridge argues, that give
Coetzee's work its haunting power and offer its greatest rewards. Attridge does justice to this
power and these rewards in a study that serves as an introduction for readers new to Coetzee
and a stimulus for thought for those who know his work well. Without overlooking the South
African dimension of his fiction, Attridge treats Coetzee as a writer who raises questions of
central importance to current debates both within literary studies and more widely in the
ethical arena. Implicit throughout the book is Attridge's view that literature, more than
philosophy, politics, or even religion, does singular justice to our ethical impulses and acts.
Attridge follows Coetzee's lead in exploring a number of issues such as interpretation and
literary judgment, responsibility to the other, trust and betrayal, artistic commitment,
confession, and the problematic idea of truth to the self.
The Language of Fiction in a World of Pain Barbara J. Eckstein 1990-10 This book offers
new and provocative readings of Milan Kundera's Book of Laughter and Forgetting, J.M.
Coetzee's Waiting for the Barbarians and Life and Times of Michael K, selected short fiction
of Nadine Gordimer and Grace Paley, Ibuse Masuji's Black Rain, John Hawkes's Travesty, and
others.
J. M. Coetzee’s The Childhood of Jesus Anthony Uhlmann 2017-02-09 Since the controversy
and acclaim that surrounded the publication of Disgrace (1999), the awarding of the Nobel
Prize for literature and the publication of Elizabeth Costello: Eight Lessons (both in 2003), J.
M. Coetzee's status has begun to steadily rise to the point where he has now outgrown the
specialized domain of South African literature. Today he is recognized more simply as one of
the most important writers in the English language from the late 20th and early 21st century.
Coetzee's productivity and invention has not slowed with old age. The Childhood of Jesus,
published in 2013, like Elizabeth Costello, was met with a puzzled reception, as critics
struggled to come to terms with its odd setting and structure, its seemingly flat tone, and the
strange affectless interactions of its characters. Most puzzling was the central character,
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David, linked by the title to an idea of Jesus. J.M. Coetzee's The Childhood of Jesus: The
Ethics of Ideas and Things is at the forefront of an exciting process of critical engagement
with this novel, which has begun to uncover its rich dialogue with philosophy, theology,
mathematics, politics, and questions of meaning.
Père-versions of the Truth 2007
J. M. Coetzee in Context and Theory Elleke Boehmer 2009-05-19 This work draws on a wide
range of theoretical ideas and approaches to illuminate Coetzee’s texts including:
deconstruction and the ‘school of singularity’, ethics and power, gender studies, queer
theory, issues surrounding the body and animal rights.>
Strong Opinions Chris Danta 2011-07-14 This new collection of essays on Coetzee examines
how his novels create and unsettle literary authority. Its unique contribution is to show how
Coetzee provokes us into reconsidering certain basic formal and existential questions such as
the nature of literary realism, the authority of the author and the constitution of the human
self in a posthumanist setting by consciously revealing the literary-theoretical seams of his
work. Strong Opinions makes the innovative claim that Coetzee's work is driven not by a
sense of scepticism or nihilism but rather by a form of controlled exposure that defines the
literary. The essays in the volume variously draw attention to three of Coetzee's most recent
and significant experiments in controlled exposure. The first is the exposure of placeCoetzee's decision to set his novels in his newly adopted country of Australia. The second is
the exposure of form-Coetzee's direct, almost essayistic address of literary-philosophical
topics within his novels. And the third is the exposure of limits-Coetzee's explicit
deconstruction of the traditional limits of human life.
Age of Iron J M Coetzee 2015-05-28 Nobel Laureate and two-time Booker prize-winning
author of Disgrace and The Life and Times of Michael K, J. M. Coetzee tells the remarkable
story of a nation gripped in brutal apartheid in his Sunday Express Book of the Year awardwinner Age of Iron. In Cape Town, South Africa, an elderly classics professor writes a letter
to her distant daughter, recounting the strange and disturbing events of her dying days. She
has been opposed to the lies and the brutality of apartheid all her life, but now she finds
herself coming face to face with its true horrors: the hounding by the police of her servant's
son, the burning of a nearby black township, the murder by security forces of a teenage
activist who seeks refuge in her house. Through it all, her only companion, the only person to
whom she can confess her mounting anger and despair, is a homeless man who one day
appears on her doorstep. In Age of Iron, J. M. Coetzee brings his searing insight and
masterful control of language to bear on one of the darkest episodes of our times. 'Quite
simply a magnificent and unforgettable work' Daily Telegraph 'A superbly realized novel
whose truth cuts to the bone' The New York Times 'A remarkable work by a brilliant writer'
Wall Street Journal South African author J. M. Coetzee was awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 2003 and was the first author to win the Booker Prize twice for his novels
Disgrace and The Life and Times of Michael K. His novel, Foe, an exquisite reinvention of the
story of Robinson Crusoe is also available in Penguin paperback.
Writing Out of All the Camps Laura Wright 2013-11-15 Writing "Out of all the Camps": J.
M. Coetzee's Narratives of Displacement is an interdisciplinary examination--combining
ethical, postcolonial, performance, gender-based, and environmental theory--of the ways that
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2003 Nobel Prize-winning South African novelist J. M. Coetzee, primarily through his voicing
of a female subject position and his presentation of a voiceless subjectivity, the animal,
displaces both the narrative and authorial voice in his works of fiction. Coetzee's work
remains outside of conventional notions of genre by virtue of the free indirect discourse that
characterizes many of his third-person narrated texts that feature male protagonists (Life &
Times of Michael K, The Master of Petersburg, and Disgrace), various and differing firstperson narrative accounts of the same story (Dusklands, In the Heart of the Country), the use
of female narrators and female narrative personas (Age of Iron, The Lives of Animals), and
unlocatable, ahistorical contexts (Waiting for the Barbarians). The work has broad academic
appeal in the established fields of not only literary studies--postcolonial, contemporary,
postmodern and environmental--but also in the realm of performance and gender studies.
Because of its broad and interdisciplinary range, this text bridges a conspicuous gap in
studies on Coetzee.
The Good Story J. M. Coetzee 2015-09-29 J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of
Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018.
J.M. Coetzee: What relationship do I have with my life history? Am I its conscious author, or
should I think of myself as simply a voice uttering with as little interference as possible a
stream of words welling up from my interior? Arabella Kurtz: One way of thinking about
psychoanalysis is to say that it is aimed at setting free the narrative or autobiographical
imagination. The Good Story is a fascinating dialogue about psychotherapy and the art of
storytelling between a writer with a long-standing interest in moral psychology and a
psychotherapist with training in literary studies. Coetzee and Kurtz consider psychotherapy
and its wider social context from different perspectives, but at the heart of both of their
approaches is a concern with narrative. Working alone, the writer is in control of the story he
or she tells. The therapist, on the other hand, collaborates with the patient in developing an
account of the patient's life and identity that is both meaningful and true. In a meeting of
minds that is illuminating and thought-provoking, the authors discuss both individual
psychology and the psychology of the group: the school classroom, gangs and the settler
nation, in which the brutal deeds of ancestors are accommodated into a national story.
Drawing on great writers like Cervantes and Dostoevsky and psychoanalysts like Freud and
Melanie Klein, Coetzee and Kurtz explore the human capacity for self-examination, our wish
to tell our own life stories and the resistances we encounter along the way.
J.M. Coetzee 1990
J.M. Coetzee and Neoliberal Culture Andrew Gibson 2022-08-11 This book presents J. M.
Coetzee's work as a complex, nuanced counterblast to contemporary, global, neoliberal
economics and its societies. Not surprisingly, given his many years in South Africa and
Australia, Coetzee writes from a `global-Southern' perspective. Drawing on a wealth of
literature, philosophy, and theory, this book reads Coetzee's writings as a discreet, oblique
but devastating engagement with neoliberal presumptions. It identifies and focuses on
various key features of neoliberal culture: its obsession with self-enrichment, mastery,
growth; its belief in plenitude, endless resources; its hubris and obsession with (self)promotion; its desire for ease and easiness, `well-being', euphoria; its fetishization of
managerial reason and the culture of security; its unrelenting positivity, its belief in illusory
goods and trivial progressivisms. By contrast, Coetzee's writings explore the virtues of irony
and self-reduction. He commits himself to difficulty, discomfort, patient and austere, if bleak,
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inquiry, rigorous questioning, and radical doubt. Destitution and failure come to look like a
serious, dignified form of life and thought. The very tones of Coetzee's books run counter to
those of our neoliberal democracies. They point in a different direction to an age that has
gone astray.
Foe J. M. Coetzee 2017-02-07 With the same electrical intensity of language and insight that
he brought to Waiting for the Barbarians, J.M. Coetzee reinvents the story of Robinson
Crusoe—and in so doing, directs our attention to the seduction and tyranny of storytelling
itself. J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late
Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. In 1720 the eminent man of letters Daniel
Foe is approached by Susan Barton, lately a castaway on a desert island. She wants him to
tell her story, and that of the enigmatic man who has become her rescuer, companion, master
and sometimes lover: Cruso. Cruso is dead, and his manservant, Friday, is incapable of
speech. As she tries to relate the truth about him, the ambitious Barton cannot help turning
Cruso into her invention. For as narrated by Foe—as by Coetzee himself—the stories we
thought we knew acquire depths that are at once treacherous, elegant, and unexpectedly
moving.
Life and Times of Michael K J. M. Coetzee 2017-01-03 From author of Waiting for the
Barbarians and Nobel Prize winner J.M. Coetzee. J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays
of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018.
In a South Africa turned by war, Michael K. sets out to take his ailing mother back to her
rural home. On the way there she dies, leaving him alone in an anarchic world of brutal
roving armies. Imprisoned, Michael is unable to bear confinement and escapes, determined
to live with dignity. This life affirming novel goes to the center of human experience—the
need for an interior, spiritual life; for some connections to the world in which we live; and for
purity of vision.
Inner and Outer Worlds Anthony Uhlmann FAHA 2022-02-01 Gail Jones is one of
Australia’s foremost contemporary novelists. Her books have won or been shortlisted for the
Prime Minister’s Literary Award, the Miles Franklin Award, the Stella Prize, and numerous
state literary awards. They are taught in high schools and universities across the country.
This collection of essays offers reflections on Jones’ fiction by leading Australian and
international literary critics. For readers who loved Sixty Lights, Five Bells, Sorry and Jones’
other novels, and for students of Jones’ work, this book will be an illuminating companion.
With chapters on her use of language, her thematic preoccupations, and her place in local
and global literary culture, it is a timely guide to the work of an exceptional Australian writer.
J. M. Coetzee in Context and Theory Elleke Boehmer 2009-03-19 Nobel Laureate and the first
author to win the Booker Prize twice, J.M. Coetzee is perhaps the world's leading living
novelist writing in English. Including an international roster of world leading critics and
novelists, and drawing on new research, this innovative book analyses the whole range of
Coetzee's work, from his most recent novels through his memoirs and critical writing. It
offers a range of perspectives on his relationship with the historical, political, cultural and
social context of South Africa. It also contextualises Coetzee's work in relation to his literary
influences, colonial and post-colonial history, the Holocaust and colonial genocides, the
'politics' and meaning of the Nobel prize in South Africa and Coetzee's very public move from
South Africa to Australia. Including a major unpublished essay by leading South African
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novelist André Brink, this book offers the most up-to-date study of Coetzee's work currently
available.
Metafiction and the Postwar Novel Andrew Dean 2021-04 This book examines
'metafiction' - writing that is about writing - after the Second World War.
Waiting for the Barbarians J. M. Coetzee 2017-01-03 A modern classic by Nobel Laureate
J.M. Coetzee. His latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is now available from Viking. Late
Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. For decades the Magistrate has been a
loyal servant of the Empire, running the affairs of a tiny frontier settlement and ignoring the
impending war with the barbarians. When interrogation experts arrive, however, he
witnesses the Empire's cruel and unjust treatment of prisoners of war. Jolted into sympathy
for their victims, he commits a quixotic act of rebellion that brands him an enemy of the
state. J. M. Coetzee's prize-winning novel is a startling allegory of the war between opressor
and opressed. The Magistrate is not simply a man living through a crisis of conscience in an
obscure place in remote times; his situation is that of all men living in unbearable complicity
with regimes that ignore justice and decency. Mark Rylance (Wolf Hall, Bridge of Spies), Ciro
Guerra and producer Michael Fitzgerald are teaming up to to bring J.M. Coetzee's Waiting
for the Barbarians to the big screen.
A Universe of (hi)stories Liliana Sikorska 2006 This book contains papers written by
international scholars concerned with the works by the Nobel Prize winner J.M. Coetzee. The
papers cover a wide range of topics from the introduction to South African English literature
through J.M. Coetzee's autobiographical works to his most controversial Booker Prize
winning novel Disgrace.
Imagination and the Contemporary Novel John J. Su 2011-05-26 Imagination and the
Contemporary Novel examines the global preoccupation with the imagination among literary
authors with ties to former colonies of the British Empire since the 1960s. John Su draws on a
wide range of authors including Peter Ackroyd, Monica Ali, Julian Barnes, André Brink, J. M.
Coetzee, John Fowles, Amitav Ghosh, Nadine Gordimer, Hanif Kureishi, Salman Rushdie and
Zadie Smith. This study rehabilitates the category of imagination in order to understand a
broad range of contemporary Anglophone literature. The responses of such literature to
shifts in global capitalism have often been misunderstood by the dominant categories of
literary studies, the postmodern and the postcolonial. As both an insightful critique into the
themes that drive a range of today's best novelists and a bold restatement of what the
imagination is and what it means for contemporary culture, this book breaks new ground in
the study of twenty-first-century literature.
The Death of Jesus J. M. Coetzee 2021-01-07 The luminous new novel from 'one of the best
writers of our time', double Booker Prize winner J. M. Coetzee. 'Full of truth, tearfully moving
to read... Brilliant' Evening Standard Simón and David - a tall ten-year-old - are in a new land,
together with a woman named Inés. The small family have found a home in which David can
thrive. But David is spotted by Julio Fabricante, the director of a local orphanage, playing
football with his friends. He shows unusual talent. When David announces that he wants to
live with Julio and the children in his care, Simón and Inés are stunned. David is leaving
them, and they can only love him and bear witness. The Death of Jesus is the completion of an
incomparable trilogy in which J. M. Coetzee explores the meaning of a world empty of
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memory but brimming with questions. 'Extraordinary... Coetzee stands as the pre-eminent
novelist in the English-writing world' New Statesman 'You will read its cool, dry final
sentences - as I did - with tears in your eyes' The Times
Affect and Literature Alex Houen 2020-02-06 This book considers how 'affect', the experience
of feeling or emotion, has developed as a critical concept within literary studies in different
periods and through a range of approaches. Stretching from the classical to the
contemporary, the first section of the book, 'Origins', considers the importance of particular
areas of philosophy, theory, and criticism that have been important for conceptualizing affect
and its relation to literature. Includes ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, eighteenthcentury aesthetics, Marxist theory, psychoanalysis, queer theory, and postcolonial theory.
The chapters of the second section, 'Developments', correspond to those of the previous
section and build on their insights through readings of particular texts. The final
'Applications' section is focused on contemporary and future lines of enquiry, and revolves
around a particular set of concerns: media and communications, capitalism, and an
environment of affective relations that extend to ecology, social crisis, and war.
Disgrace J. M. Coetzee 2017-01-03 J.M. Coetzee's latest novel, The Schooldays of Jesus, is
now available from Viking. Late Essays: 2006-2016 will be available January 2018. Set in
post-apartheid South Africa, J. M. Coetzee’s searing novel tells the story of David Lurie, a
twice divorced, 52-year-old professor of communications and Romantic Poetry at Cape
Technical University. Lurie believes he has created a comfortable, if somewhat passionless,
life for himself. He lives within his financial and emotional means. Though his position at the
university has been reduced, he teaches his classes dutifully; and while age has diminished
his attractiveness, weekly visits to a prostitute satisfy his sexual needs. He considers himself
happy. But when Lurie seduces one of his students, he sets in motion a chain of events that
will shatter his complacency and leave him utterly disgraced. Lurie pursues his relationship
with the young Melanie—whom he describes as having hips “as slim as a twelve-yearold’s”—obsessively and narcissistically, ignoring, on one occasion, her wish not to have sex.
When Melanie and her father lodge a complaint against him, Lurie is brought before an
academic committee where he admits he is guilty of all the charges but refuses to express
any repentance for his acts. In the furor of the scandal, jeered at by students, threatened by
Melanie’s boyfriend, ridiculed by his ex-wife, Lurie is forced to resign and flees Cape Town
for his daughter Lucy’s smallholding in the country. There he struggles to rekindle his
relationship with Lucy and to understand the changing relations of blacks and whites in the
new South Africa. But when three black strangers appear at their house asking to make a
phone call, a harrowing afternoon of violence follows which leaves both of them badly shaken
and further estranged from one another. After a brief return to Cape Town, where Lurie
discovers his home has also been vandalized, he decides to stay on with his daughter, who is
pregnant with the child of one of her attackers. Now thoroughly humiliated, Lurie devotes
himself to volunteering at the animal clinic, where he helps put down diseased and unwanted
dogs. It is here, Coetzee seems to suggest, that Lurie gains a redeeming sense of compassion
absent from his life up to this point. Written with the austere clarity that has made J. M.
Coetzee the winner of two Booker Prizes, Disgrace explores the downfall of one man and
dramatizes, with unforgettable, at times almost unbearable, vividness the plight of a country
caught in the chaotic aftermath of centuries of racial oppression.
Deconstructions Nicholas Royle 2017-03-10 Deconstructions: A User's Guide is a new and
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unusual kind of book. At once a reference work and a series of inventive essays opening up
new directions for deconstruction, it is intended as an authoritative and indispensable guide.
With a helpful introduction and specially commissioned essays by leading figures in the field,
Deconstructions offers lucid and compelling accounts of deconstruction in relation to a wide
range of topics and discourses. Subjects range from the obvious (feminism, technology,
postcolonialism) to the less so (drugs, film, weaving). Backed up by an unusually detailed
index, this User's Guide demonstrates the innumerable and altering contexts in which
deconstructive thinking and practice are at work, both within and beyond the academy, both
within and beyond what is called 'the West'.
Pen and Power Sue Kossew 2022-04-25
J.M. Coetzee and the Paradox of Postcolonial Authorship Jane Poyner 2016-05-06 In her
analysis of the South African novelist J. M. Coetzee's literary and intellectual career, Jane
Poyner illuminates the author's abiding preoccupation with what Poyner calls the "paradox of
postcolonial authorship". Writers of conscience or conscience-stricken writers of the kind
Coetzee portrays, whilst striving symbolically to bring the stories of the marginal and the
oppressed to light, always risk reimposing the very authority they seek to challenge. From
Dusklands to Diary of a Bad Year, Poyner traces how Coetzee rehearses and revises his
understanding of the ethics of intellectualism in parallel with the emergence of the "new
South Africa". She contends that Coetzee's modernist aesthetics facilitate a more exacting
critique of the problems that encumber postcolonial authorship, including the authority it
necessarily engenders. Poyner is attentive to the ways Coetzee's writing addresses the
writer's proper role with respect to the changing ethical demands of contemporary political
life. Theoretically sophisticated and accessible, her book is a major contribution to our
understanding of the Nobel Laureate and to postcolonial studies.
J.M. Coetzee and the Archive Marc Farrant 2021-03-25 Making extensive use of the rich
archival material contained within the Coetzee collections in Texas and South Africa, from
the earliest drafts and notebooks to the research notes and digital records that document his
later career as both writer and academic, this volume investigates the historical, cultural and
aesthetic contexts of Coetzee's oeuvre. Cutting-edge and interdisciplinary in approach, the
book looks both at the prolific archival traces of Coetzee's early and middle work as well as
examines his more recent work (which has yet to be archived), and a wide range of materials
beyond the manuscripts, including family albums, school notebooks and correspondence.
Navigating Coetzee's interests in areas as diverse as literature, photography, autobiography,
philosophy, animals and embodied life, this is also an exploration of the archive as both
theory and practice. It raises questions about the tensions, contradictions and discoveries of
archival research, and suggests that a literary engagement with the past is crucial to a
recovery of culture in the present.
The Death of Jesus J. M. Coetzee 2020-05-26 A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF
2020 After The Childhood of Jesus and The Schooldays of Jesus, the Nobel Prize-winning
author completes his haunting trilogy with a new masterwork, The Death of Jesus In Estrella,
David has grown to be a tall ten-year-old who is a natural at soccer, and loves kicking a ball
around with his friends. His father Simón and Bolívar the dog usually watch while his mother
Inés now works in a fashion boutique. David still asks many questions, challenging his
parents, and any authority figure in his life. In dancing class at the Academy of Music he
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dances as he chooses. He refuses to do sums and will not read any books except Don Quixote.
One day Julio Fabricante, the director of a nearby orphanage, invites David and his friends to
form a proper soccer team. David decides he will leave Simón and Inés to live with Julio, but
before long he succumbs to a mysterious illness. In The Death of Jesus, J. M. Coetzee
continues to explore the meaning of a world empty of memory but brimming with questions.
J. M. Coetzee Dominic Head 1997 Examines Coetzee's distinctive contribution to twentiethcentury fiction, and to the definition of postmodernism and postcolonialism.
The Cambridge Companion to J.M. Coetzee Jarad Zimbler 2020-03-31 Presents lucid and
exemplary critical essays, introducing readers to J. M. Coetzee's works, practices, horizons
and relations.
Strong Opinions Chris Danta 2011-07-14 This new collection of essays on Coetzee examines
how his novels create and unsettle literary authority. Its unique contribution is to show how
Coetzee provokes us into reconsidering certain basic formal and existential questions such as
the nature of literary realism, the authority of the author and the constitution of the human
self in a posthumanist setting by consciously revealing the literary-theoretical seams of his
work. Strong Opinions makes the innovative claim that Coetzee's work is driven not by a
sense of scepticism or nihilism but rather by a form of controlled exposure that defines the
literary. The essays in the volume variously draw attention to three of Coetzee's most recent
and significant experiments in controlled exposure. The first is the exposure of placeCoetzee's decision to set his novels in his newly adopted country of Australia. The second is
the exposure of form-Coetzee's direct, almost essayistic address of literary-philosophical
topics within his novels. And the third is the exposure of limits-Coetzee's explicit
deconstruction of the traditional limits of human life.
Forms and functions in J.M. Coetzee’s “Foe” Christina Binter 2022-07-13 Seminar paper
from the year 2017 in the subject English Language and Literature Studies - Literature,
grade: 2, , language: English, abstract: The main aim of this seminar paper is to introduce the
novel “Foe” by J. M. Coetzee and to give an overview about the forms and functions of it.
Therefore, a closer look at metafiction, historiographic metafiction and meta-narrative
techniques is necessary, due to the fact that the novel is “meta-narrative”. Since the story of
the island, narrated by the protagonist Susan Barton, is important for an analysis, it is not
enough just to focus on that. Susan’s island story serves as a kind of framework because the
novel is about “the art of writing and story-telling”. Firstly, the author, J. M. Coetzee, his
biography and his many works will be presented. Secondly, the term metafiction, its
definition and different forms will be discussed. After that there will be a short overview of
the novel, including plot, characters and narrative techniques, which are important to
understand the meaning of the book. This will be followed by the chapter “metafiction”, in
which some forms of metafiction as well as some elements of the story, supported by some
examples, will be presented. The final section will give an overall picture of Coetzee’s story
“Foe”.
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