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Insiders and Outsiders in Seventeenth-Century Philosophy G.A.J. Rogers 2009-10-28 Seventeenthcentury philosophy scholars come together in this volume to address the Insiders--Descartes, Spinoza,
Leibniz, Locke, and Hobbes--and Outsiders--Pierre Gassendi, Kenelm Digby, Theophilus Gale, Ralph
Cudworth and Nicholas Malebranche--of the philosocial canon, and the ways in which reputations are
created and conﬁrmed. In their own day, these ten ﬁgures were all considered to be thinkers of
substantial repute, and it took some time for the Insiders to come to be regarded as major and original
philosophers. Today these Insiders all feature in the syllabi of most history of philosophy courses taught
in western universities, and the papers in this collection, contrasting the stories of their receptions with
those of the Outsiders, give an insight into the history of philosophy which is generally overlooked.
Leviathan Horst Bredekamp 2020-08-24 Horst Bredekamp’s subject is the astute deployment and
perennial resonance of the startling image of the body politic that dominates the frontispiece to
Leviathan: a treatise on the psychology of the individual and the dynamic of the multitude, published in
1651 by the English philosopher Thomas Hobbes. Aﬃrming the centrality of such a ﬁgural device for this
pioneering theorist of the state, Bredekamp goes on to address the art-historical dimension of the
mesmerising etched title-page. In his central chapters he explores the extraordinary range of sources –
from socio-cultural tradition to scientiﬁc advances – on which the author and his artist-collaborator may
have drawn. In conclusion, he reveals Hobbes to be no less passionate than shrewd in his belief that the
constraints and amenities of a tolerable life in common attest to the potency of the visual. As
appendices, two essays and catalogues explore the portraits made of Hobbes as well as illustrations that
appeared in his other works, thus systematically completing the exploration of the images connected
with this exceptional philosopher.
Hobbes on Legal Authority and Political Obligation Luciano Venezia 2015-09-01 Hobbes on Legal
Authority and Political Obligation develops a new interpretation of Hobbes's theory of political obligation.
According to the account developed in the book, the directives issued by the sovereign as introducing
authoritative requirements, so that subjects are morally obligated to obey them.
Against Apocalypse Fred Dallmayr 2015-12-24 The book is a protest against some geopolitical agendas
which are pushing the world toward a major global war, and possibly toward a nuclear apocalypse. As an
antidote, the book issues a call to people everywhere to oppose this rush to destruction and to restore
the "wholeness of humanity" through the quest for just peace.
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The Intellectual Consequences of Religious Heterodoxy, 1600-1750 Sarah Mortimer 2012-03-02
Challenging the common assumption that religious heterodoxy was a prelude to the secularisation of
thought, this volume explores the variety of relations between heterodox theology, political thought,
moral and natural philosophy and historical writing in both Protestant and Catholic Europe from 1600 to
the Enlightenment.
Hobbes and Modern Political Thought Zarka Yves Charles Zarka 2016-07-07 Yves Charles Zarka shows
you how Hobbes established the framework for modern political thought. Discover the origin of liberalism
in the Hobbesian theory of negative liberty; that Hobbesian interest and contract are essential to
contemporary discussions of the comportment of economic actors; and how state sovereignty returns
anew in the form of the servility of the state. At the same time, Zarka controversially argues against
received readings claiming that Hobbes is a thinker of a state monopoly on legitimate violence.
Interpreting Hobbes's Political Philosophy S. A. Lloyd 2019-01-30 The essays in this volume provide
a state-of-the-art overview of the central elements of Hobbes's political philosophy and the ways in which
they can be interpreted. The volume's contributors oﬀer their own interpretations of Hobbes's
philosophical method, his materialism, his psychological theory and moral theory, and his views on
benevolence, law and civil liberties, religion, and women. Hobbes's ideas of authorization and
representation, his use of the 'state of nature', and his reply to the unjust 'Foole' are also critically
analyzed. The essays will help readers to orient themselves in the complex scholarly literature while also
oﬀering groundbreaking arguments and innovative interpretations. The volume as a whole will facilitate
new insights into Hobbes's political theory, enabling readers to consider key elements of his thought from
multiple perspectives and to select and combine them to form their own interpretations of his political
philosophy.
The Platonian Leviathan Leon Harold Craig 2013-04-08 Thomas Hobbes's inﬂuential political treatise,
Leviathan, was ﬁrst published in 1651. Many scholars have since credited him with a mechanistic outlook
towards human nature that established the basis of modern Western political philosophy from the
perspective of social contract theory. In The Platonian Leviathan, Leon Harold Craig weaves together
philosophy, political science, and literature to oﬀer a radical re-interpretation of Hobbes's most famous
work. Though Craig begins and concludes his analysis with discussions of Herman Melville's Moby-Dick
and includes an essay on Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness, the bulk of his two-part commentary
centres on Leviathan. Part One shows the overt principles of Hobbes's political prescription to be
untenable, and strongly suggests that Hobbes himself did not subscribe to these rules, using them only
as tools to further his philosophical goals. In Part Two, Craig displays the underlying Platonism of
Hobbes's thinking. Sure to be controversial, The Platonian Leviathan may nonetheless re-orient the future
direction of Hobbes scholarship.
Reclaiming the Rights of the Hobbesian Subject Eleanor Curran 2007-11-08 'There are no
substantive rights for subjects in Hobbes's political theory, only bare freedoms without correlated duties
to protect them'. Curran challenges this orthodoxy of Hobbes scholarship, and argues that Hobbes's
theory is not a theory of natural rights but rather, a modern, secular theory of rights, with relevance to
modern rights theory.
Hobbes Bernard Gert 2010-03-08 Thomas Hobbes was the ﬁrst great English political philosopher. His
work excited intense controversy among his contemporaries and continues to do so in our own time. In
this masterly introduction to his work, Bernard Gert provides the ﬁrst account of Hobbes’s political and
moral philosophy that makes it clear why he is regarded as one of the best philosophers of all time in
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both of these ﬁelds. In a succinct and engaging analysis the book illustrates that the commonly accepted
view of Hobbes as holding psychological egoism is not only incompatible with his account of human
nature but is also incompatible with the moral and political theories that he puts forward. It also explains
why Hobbes’s contemporaries did not accept his explicit claim to be providing a natural law account of
morality. Gert shows that for Hobbes, civil society is established by a free-gift of their right of nature by
the citizens; it does not involve a mutual contract between citizens and sovereign. As injustice involves
breaking a contract, the sovereign cannot be unjust; however, the sovereign can be guilty of ingratitude,
which is immoral. This distinction between injustice and immorality is part of a sophisticated and
nuanced political theory that is in stark contrast to the reading often incorrectly attributed to Hobbes that
“might makes right”. It illustrates how Hobbes’s goal of avoiding civil war provides the key to
understanding his moral and political philosophy. Hobbes: Prince of Peace is likely to become the classic
introduction to the work of Thomas Hobbes and will be a valuable resource for scholars and students
seeking to understand the importance and relevance of his work today.
Hobbes on Resistance Susanne Sreedhar 2010-09-02 Hobbes's political theory has traditionally been
taken to be an endorsement of state power and a prescription for unconditional obedience to the
sovereign's will. In this book, Susanne Sreedhar develops a novel interpretation of Hobbes's theory of
political obligation and explores important cases where Hobbes claims that subjects have a right to
disobey and resist state power, even when their lives are not directly threatened. Drawing attention to
this broader set of rights, her comprehensive analysis of Hobbes's account of political disobedience
reveals a uniﬁed and coherent theory of resistance that has previously gone unnoticed and undefended.
Her book will appeal to all who are interested in the nature and limits of political authority, the right of
self-defense, the right of revolution, and the modern origins of these issues.
Leviathan - Revised Edition Thomas Hobbes 2010-12-23 Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan is the greatest work
of political philosophy in English and the ﬁrst great work of philosophy in English. Beginning with
premises that were sometimes controversial, such as that every human action is caused by the agent’s
desire for his own good, Hobbes derived shocking conclusions, such as that the civil government enjoys
absolute control over its citizens and that the sovereign has the right to determine which religion is to be
practiced in a commonwealth. Hobbes’s contemporaries recognized the power of arguments in Leviathan
and many of them wrote responses to it; selections by John Bramhall, Robert Filmer, Edward Hyde,
George Lawson, William Lucy, Samuel Pufendorf, and Thomas Tenison are included in this edition.
Leviathan is divided into four parts: In the ﬁrst part, Of Man, Hobbes presents a view of human beings
and of the natural world in general that is materialistic and mechanistic. In the second part, Of
Commonwealth, he defends the theory of absolute sovereignty, the view that the government has all the
political power and has the right to control any aspect of life. In the third part, Of a Christian
Commonwealth, he critiques concepts like revelation, prophets, and miracles in such a way that it
becomes doubtful whether they can be rationally justiﬁed. In the fourth part, Of the Kingdom of
Darkness, he explains various ways in which priestly religion has corrupted religion and transgressed the
rights of the sovereign.
Thomas Hobbes Otfried Höﬀe 2015-09-01 An introduction to Thomas Hobbes as a systematic and not
merely political philosopher. Best known for his contributions to political philosophy, Thomas Hobbes set
out to develop a coherent philosophical system extending from logic and natural philosophy to civil and
religious philosophy. In this introduction to Hobbess thought, Otfried Höﬀe begins by providing an
overview of the entire scope of his work, making clear its systematic character through analysis of his
natural philosophy, his individual and social anthropology, and his political thought. He then oﬀers an
innovative examination of religious and ecclesiastical questions, touching not only on the political
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implications of religion so important to Hobbes, but also on his attempt to reconstruct Christianity in
terms of a materialistic philosophy. He also explores Hobbess continuous critique of Aristotle and
Aristotelian Scholastics, in which Höﬀe argues that Hobbes and Aristotle have much more in common
philosophically than is normally supposedand certainly more than Hobbes himself acknowledged.
Finally, Höﬀe sketches the inﬂuence Hobbes had and continues to have on the development of legal and
political philosophy. A thoroughly successful introduction to the philosophy of Thomas Hobbes  
Reinhard Brandt, in Süddeutsche Zeitung, in praise of the German edition
Leviathan Graham Alan John Rogers 1995 Each title in the "Key Issues" series aims to set the work in its
historical context. In this collection of contemporary responses to "Leviathan", attention is focused on its
critics who attacked Hobbes's moral, political and religious ideas in a series of pamphlets and short
books.
Contract, Culture, and Citizenship Mark E. Button 2010 "Explores the concept of the social contract
and how it shapes citizenship. Argues that the modern social contract is an account of the ethical and
cultural conditions upon which modern citizenship depends"--Provided by publisher.
Hobbes and the Law of Nature Perez Zagorin 2009-12-06 Zagorin clears up numerous misconceptions
about Hobbes and his relation to earlier natural law thinkers, in particular Hugo Grotius, and he reasserts
the often overlooked role of the Hobbesian law of nature as a moral standard from which even sovereign
power is not immune. Because Hobbes is commonly thought to be primarily a theorist of sovereignty,
political absolutism, and unitary state power, the signiﬁcance of his moral philosophy is often
underestimated and widely assumed to depend entirely on individual self-interest. Zagorin reveals
Hobbes's originality as a moral philosopher and his importance as a thinker who subverted and
transformed the idea of natural law."--Pub. desc.
Leviathan, Parts I and II - Revised Edition Thomas Hobbes 2010-12-22 Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan
is the greatest work of political philosophy in English and the ﬁrst great work of philosophy in English.
Beginning with premises that were sometimes controversial, such as that every human action is caused
by the agent’s desire for his own good, Hobbes derived shocking conclusions, such as that the civil
government enjoys absolute control over its citizens and that the sovereign has the right to determine
which religion is to be practiced in a commonwealth. Hobbes’s contemporaries recognized the power of
arguments in Leviathan and many of them wrote responses to it; selections by John Bramhall, Robert
Filmer, Edward Hyde, George Lawson, William Lucy, Samuel Pufendorf, and Thomas Tenison are included
in this edition. This revised Broadview Edition of Hobbes’s classic work of political philosophy includes the
full text of Part I (Of Man), Part II (Of Commonwealth), and the Review and Conclusion. The appendices,
which set the work in its historical context, include a rich selection of contemporary responses to
Leviathan. Also included are an introduction, explanatory notes, and a chronology of Hobbes’s life.
Hobbes, Locke, and Confusion's Masterpiece Ross Harrison 2003 Table of contents
Behemoth Teaches Leviathan Geoﬀrey M. Vaughan 2007-02-28 Did Hobbes's political philosophy have
practical intentions? There exists no "Hobbist" school of thought; no new political order was inspired by
Hobbesian precepts. Yet in Behemoth Teaches Leviathan Geoﬀrey M. Vaughan revisits Behemoth to
reveal hitherto unexplored pedagogic purpose to Hobbes's political philosophy. The work demonstrates
Hobbes's ﬁrm commitment to government and his attempts to create a system of political education to
underpin his commitment to sovereignty. Vaughan explore Hobbes's political education in detail and in
an epilogue considers the resurgence of political education in contemporary liberal theory. He discovers
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that contemporary political education has far more in common with Hobbes's system than it does with
early liberalism.
A Reader’s Companion to The Prince, Leviathan, and the Second Treatise John T. Bookman
2018-12-28 Machiavelli, Hobbes, and Locke each sought a new foundation for political order. This book
serves as a reader's companion to Machiavelli’s The Prince, Hobbes’s Leviathan, and Locke’s Second
Treatise written for graduate students and scholars seeking a fuller understanding of these classic texts.
How do these philosophers respond to perennial questions such as why anyone is ever obligated to obey
a government and whether there are any limits to such an obligation. In this book, Bookman begins by
sorting out the hermeneutical controversy between textualists and contextualists, oﬀers a chapter-bychapter commentary on the texts punctuated by questions for the reader’s reﬂection, and ﬁnally
suggests a ﬁrmer foundation for a theory of political obligation than Hobbes’s and Locke’s consent
theories. Also included are bibliographical essays keyed to select bibliographies, providing readers with a
wide-ranging, critical review of the secondary literature. Intended to be read alongside the primary work,
the work is a full intellectual, critical, and bibliographical history, as well as a fresh examination of three
classic texts in political theory and philosophy.
John Locke and Personal Identity K. Joanna S. Forstrom 2011-10-27 One of the most inﬂuential debates in
John Locke's work is the problem of personal identity over time. This problem is that of how a person at
one time is the same person later in time, and so can be held responsible for past actions. The time of
most concern for Locke is that of the general resurrection promised in the New Testament. Given the
turbulence of the Reformation and the formation of new approaches to the Bible, many philosophers and
scientists paid careful attention to emerging orthodoxies or heterodoxies about death. Here K. Joanna S.
Forstrom examines the interrelated positions of Rene Descartes, Thomas Hobbes, Henry More and Robert
Boyle in their individual contexts and in Locke's treatment of them. She argues that, in this way, we can
better understand Locke and his position on personal identity and immortality. Once his unique take is
understood and grounded in his own theological convictions (or lack thereof), we can better evaluate
Locke and defend him against classic objections to his thought.
Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to Hobbes and Leviathan Glen Newey 2008-01-07 Hobbes is one of the
most important ﬁgures in the history of ideas and political thought and his book Leviathan is widely
recognized as one of the greatest works of political philosophy. In this GuideBook Glen Newey oﬀers a
balanced guide to this key text that explores both its historical and philosophical aspects. The author
introduces: the relevance of Hobbes' ideas to modern political thought the major interpretations of
Leviathan Hobbes' life and the background of Leviathan The Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to Hobbes
and Leviathan is the ideal introduction for students who wish to understand more about this important
philosopher and this classic work of philosophy.
Leviathan Thomas Hobbes 1914
The Cambridge Companion to Hobbes's Leviathan Patricia Springborg 2007-07-23 This Companion
makes a new departure in Hobbes scholarship, addressing a philosopher whose impact was as great on
Continental European theories of state and legal systems as it was at home. This volume is a systematic
attempt to incorporate work from both the Anglophone and Continental traditions, bringing together
newly commissioned work by scholars from ten diﬀerent countries in a topic-by-topic sequence of essays
that follows the structure of Leviathan, re-examining the relationship among Hobbes's physics,
metaphysics, politics, psychology, and religion. Collectively they showcase important revisionist
scholarship that re-examines both the context for Leviathan and its reception, demonstrating the degree
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to which Hobbes was indebted to the long tradition of European humanist thought. This Cambridge
Companion shows that Hobbes's legacy was never lost and that he belongs to a tradition of reﬂection on
political theory and governance that is still alive, both in Europe and in the diaspora.
The Logic of Leviathan David P. Gauthier 1969 Oxford Scholarly Classics brings together a number of
great academic works from the archives of Oxford University Press. Reissued in a uniform series design,
they will enable libraries, scholars, and students to gain fresh access to some of the ﬁnest scholarship of
the last century.
Saving Persuasion Bryan Garsten 2009-06-30 In Saving Persuasion, Bryan Garsten uncovers the early
modern origins of today's suspicious attitude toward rhetoric and seeks to loosen its grip on
contemporary political theory. He argues that the artful practice of persuasion ought to be viewed as a
crucial part of democratic politics. Against theorists who advocate a rationalized ideal of deliberation
aimed at consensus, Garsten argues that a controversial politics of partiality and passion can produce a
more engaged and more deliberative kind of democratic discourse.
Climate Leviathan Geoﬀ Mann 2018-02-01 How climate change will aﬀect our political theory—for better
and worse Despite all the science and summits, leading capitalist states have not managed to mitigate
anything close to an adequate level of carbon emissions. There is no way the world will warm less than
the critical 2C threshold. What are the likely political-economic outcomes? Where is our warming world
headed? Possibilities in the struggle for climate justice depend on our capacity to anticipate where the
existing global order is likely to go. Climate Leviathan provides a radical way of thinking about how
environmental change will intensify existing challenges to global order, unearthing the forces for a
planetary variation on existing forms of sovereignty. Drawing on a wide range of political thought,
Wainwright and Mann argue that rapid climate change will transform global political economy and our
world’s basic political arrangements, leading toward a capitalist planetary sovereignty. Alternative
futures must be constructed in the face of these transformations.
A Companion to Hobbes Marcus P. Adams 2021-09-28 Oﬀers comprehensive treatment of Thomas
Hobbes’s thought, providing readers with diﬀerent ways of understanding Hobbes as a systematic
philosopher As one of the founders of modern political philosophy, Thomas Hobbes is best known for his
ideas regarding the nature of legitimate government and the necessity of society submitting to the
absolute authority of sovereign power. Yet Hobbes produced a wide range of writings, from translations
of texts by Homer and Thucydides, to interpretations of Biblical books, to works devoted to geometry,
optics, morality, and religion. Hobbes viewed himself as presenting a uniﬁed method for theoretical and
practical science—an interconnected system of philosophy that provides many entry points into his
thought. A Companion to Hobbes is an expertly curated collection of essays oﬀering close textual
engagement with the thought of Thomas Hobbes in his major works while probing his ideas regarding
natural philosophy, mathematics, human nature, civil philosophy, religion, and more. The Companion
discusses the ways in which scholars have tried to understand the unity and diversity of Hobbes’s
philosophical system and examines the reception of the diﬀerent parts of Hobbes’s philosophy by
thinkers such as René Descartes, Margaret Cavendish, David Hume, and Immanuel Kant. Presenting a
diversity of fresh perspectives by both emerging and established scholars, this volume: Provides a
comprehensive treatment of Hobbes’s thought in his works, including Elements of Law, Elements of
Philosophy, and Leviathan Explores the connecting points between Hobbes’ metaphysics, epistemology,
mathematics, natural philosophy, morality, and civil philosophy Oﬀers readers strategies for
understanding how the parts of Hobbes’s philosophical system ﬁt together Examines Hobbes’s
philosophy of mathematics and his attempts to understand geometrical objects and deﬁnitions Considers
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Hobbes’s philosophy in contexts such as the natural state of humans, gender relations, and materialist
worldviews Challenges conceptions of Hobbes’s moral theory and his views about the rights of sovereigns
Part of the acclaimed Blackwell Companions to Philosophy series, A Companion to Hobbes is an
invaluable resource for scholars and advanced students of Early modern thought, particularly those from
disciplines such as History of Philosophy, Political Philosophy, Intellectual History, History of Politics,
Political Theory, and English.
Leviathan Thomas Hobbes 2019-12-15 This Norton Critical Edition includes: The complete text of
Leviathan, one of the most important works of political philosophy ever written, carefully--and faithfully-edited for 21st-century readers. Spelling and punctuation have been thoughtfully modernized, and all
archaic terms have been footnoted. The result is the most accessible edition of Leviathan
available.Essential background material, including Pierre Bayle's biographical assessment, Hobbes's
response to criticism of Leviathan, and a selection of key critiques.Six major critical interpretations by
Kinch Hoekstra, Eleanor Curran, Teresa M. Bejan, Quentin Skinner, Arash Abizadeh, and Jane S.
Jacquette.A select glossary of words, a select glossary of proper names, a bibliography, and a note on the
text. About the SeriesRead by more than 12 million students over ﬁfty-ﬁve years, Norton Critical Editions
set the standard for apparatus that is right for undergraduate readers. The three-part format--annotated
text, contexts, and criticism--helps students to better understand, analyze, and appreciate the literature,
while opening a wide range of teaching possibilities for instructors. Whether in print or in digital format,
Norton Critical Editions provide all the resources students need.
The Elements of Representation in Hobbes Mónica Brito Vieira 2009-12-14 This book oﬀers a powerful,
comprehensive and compelling rereading of Hobbes's theory of representation, by reinstating it in a
wider pattern of Hobbes’s theorizing about human thought and action in relation to images, roles and
ﬁctions of various types.
The Bloomsbury Companion to Hobbes S.A. Lloyd 2013-01-03 Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679) is widely held
to be one of the most important thinkers in the history of philosophy. His contributions to ethics, political
philosophy and psychology in particular were hugely innovative and he was regarded by his
contemporaries as a major intellectual ﬁgure. This comprehensive and accessible guide to Hobbes's life
and work features 120 specially commissioned entries written by a team of leading experts in the ﬁeld of
seventeenth-century philosophy and political thought, covering every aspect of Hobbes's ideas. The
Companion presents a comprehensive overview of the major themes and topics in Hobbes's work, in
particular within the ﬁelds of language, political philosophy, moral philosophy and psychology, religion,
law and science. It concludes with a thoroughly comprehensive bibliography of primary and secondary
sources. This is an essential reference tool for anyone working in the ﬁelds of seventeenth-century
philosophy and political theory.
The Routledge Guidebook to Hobbes' Leviathan Glen Newey 2014-04-24 Hobbes is widely regarded as
one of the most important ﬁgures in the history of ideas and political thought, and his seminal text
Leviathan is widely recognised as one of the greatest works of political philosophy ever written. The
Routledge Guidebook to Hobbes’ Leviathan introduces the major themes in Hobbes’ great book and acts
as a companion for reading this key work, examining: The context of Hobbes’ work and the background
to his writing Each separate part of the text in relation to its goals, meanings and impact The reception
the book received when ﬁrst seen by the world The relevance of Hobbes’ work to modern philosophy, it’s
legacy and inﬂuence With further reading included throughout, this text follows Hobbes’ original work
closely, making it essential reading for all students of philosophy and politics, and all those wishing to get
to grips with this classic work.
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The Language of Law and the Foundations of American Constitutionalism Gary L. McDowell 2010-06-28
"In this ﬁne book, Gary McDowell shows that the Constitution is our fundamental law---not our master,
but our guide and mentor. Only at our peril do we try to make it our servant."---Harvey Mansﬁeld,
Harvard University "Erudite and lucid: McDowell's book is a must-read for those who wish to understand
the philosophical and linguistic roots of the originalist tradition of constitutional interpretation."-R. Kent
Newmyer, University of Connecticut School of Law "This book adds a major dimension of depth to the
case for guiding judicial interpretation of the Constitution by the original intent of the framers. McDowell
articulates a deeply thought-provoking meditation, informed by a fertile understanding of key
foundations for originalism articulated by major ﬁgures in political philosophy, in the common law, and
among the Founders themselves who shaped the theorizing that informs our constitutional order."--Thomas Pangle, University of Texas at Austin "For several decades, Gary McDowell has been one of our
most brilliant and learned students of law and political philosophy. This book is his summa, a profound
defense of originalism as a moral Constitutional philosophy, a brilliant discourse on the framers and their
philosophical forbears and successors, and a powerful handbook of strategy in what McDowell calls `the
contemporary war for the Constitution.'This work is essential reading for anyone who cares about the
Supreme Court and the Constitution, but it is more. It is, simply stated, one of this generation's most
important contributions toward preserving the rule of law itself."---Stephen Presser, Northwestern
University School of Law "In this timely book, the case against the so-called `living' constitution is so
powerfully argued and so clearly presented that it cannot be ignored."---Gordon S. Wood, Brown
University
Leviathan Thomas Hobbes 2011-12-19 "Leviathan" is a work of political philosophy. Written by Thomas
Hobbes during a time of civil war, it argues that sovereign rule is the most stable form of government. An
early proponent of social contract theory, Hobbes' observations regarding the dangers of unrestrained
individual freedom have inﬂuenced generations of thinkers.
Leviathan after 350 Years Tom Sorell 2004-02-12 Tom Sorell and Luc Foisneau bring together original
essays by the world's leading Hobbes scholars to discuss Hobbes's masterpiece after three and a half
centuries. The contributors address three diﬀerent themes. The ﬁrst is the place of Leviathan within
Hobbes's output as a political philosopher. What does Leviathan add to The Elements of Law (1640) and
De Cive (1642; 1647)? What is the relation between the English Leviathan and the Latin version of the
book (1668)? Does Leviathan deserve its pre-eminence? The second theme concerns the connections
between Hobbes's psychology and Hobbes's politics. The essays discuss Hobbes's curious views on the
signiﬁcance of laughter, evidence that he connected life in the state with passionlessness; the ways in
which such things as fear for one's life entitle subjects to rebel; and the question of how the sovereign's
personal passions are to be squared with his personifying a multitude. The third theme is Hobbes's views
on the Bible and the Church: contributors examine the tensions between any allowance for ecclesiastical
and (diﬀerently) biblical authority on the one hand, and political authority on the other. This is a book
which anyone working on Hobbes or on this period of intellectual history will want to read.
Limiting Leviathan Larry May 2013-09-26 Thomas Hobbes wrote extensively about law and was strongly
inﬂuenced by developments and debates among lawyers of his day. And Hobbes is considered by many
commentators to be one of the ﬁrst legal positivists. Yet there is no book in English that focuses on
Hobbes's legal philosophy. Indeed, Hobbes's own book length treatment of law, A Dialogue Between a
Philosopher and a Student of the Common Laws of England, has also not received much commentary
over the centuries. Larry May seeks to ﬁll the gap in the literature by addressing Hobbes's legal
philosophy directly, and comparing Leviathan to the Dialogue, as he oﬀers a new interpretation of
Hobbes's views about the connections among law, politics, and morality. May argues that Hobbes is
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much more amenable to moral, and even legal, limits on the law—indeed closer to Lon Fuller than to
today's legal positivists—than he is often portrayed. He shows that Hobbes's views can provide a solid
grounding for the rules of war and international relations generally, contrary to the near universal belief
that Hobbes is the bête noir of international law. To support these views, May holds that Hobbes places
greater weight on equity than on justice, and that understanding the role of equity is the key to his legal
philosophy. Equity also is the moral concept that provides restrictions on what a sovereign can
legitimately do, and if violated is the kind of limitation on sovereignty that could open the door for
possible international institutions.
Taming the Leviathan Jon Parkin 2007-08-09 Thomas Hobbes is widely acknowledged as the most
important political philosopher to have written in English. Originally published in 2007, Taming the
Leviathan is a wide-ranging study of the English reception of Hobbes's ideas. In the ﬁrst book-length
treatment of the topic for over forty years, Jon Parkin follows the fate of Hobbes's texts (particularly
Leviathan) and the development of his controversial reputation during the seventeenth century,
revealing the stakes in the critical discussion of the philosopher and his ideas. Revising the traditional
view that Hobbes was simply rejected by his contemporaries, Parkin demonstrates that Hobbes's work
was too useful for them to ignore, but too radical to leave unchallenged. His texts therefore had to be
controlled, their lessons absorbed and their author discredited. In other words the Leviathan had to be
tamed. Taming the Leviathan signiﬁcantly revised our understanding of the role of Hobbes and Hobbism
in seventeenth-century England.
Michael Oakeshott and the Cambridge School on the History of Political Thought Martyn P. Thompson
2019-05-20 This book is a critique of Cambridge School Historical Contextualism as the currently
dominant mode of history of political thought, drawing upon Michael Oakeshott’s analysis of the logic of
historical enquiry. While acknowledging that the early Cambridge School work represented a
considerable advance towards genuinely historical histories of political thought, this work identiﬁes two
major historiographical problems that have become increasingly acute. The ﬁrst is general: an
insuﬃciently rigorous understanding of the key concept of "pastness" necessarily presupposed in
historical enquiry of all kinds. The second is speciﬁc to histories of political thought: a failure to do justice
to the varieties of past political thinking, especially diﬀerences between ideology and philosophy. In
addressing these problems, the author oﬀers a comprehensive account of the history of political thought
that establishes the parameters not just of histories of ideological thinking but also of the much disputed
character of histories of political philosophy. Since rethinking history of political thought in Oakeshottian
terms requires resisting current pressures to turn history into the servant of currently felt needs, the
book oﬀers a sustained defence of the cultural value of modernist historical enquiry against its
opponents. An important work for political theorists, historians of political thought and those researching
intellectual history, the philosophy of history and proposed new directions in contemporary historical
studies.
State of Nature Or Eden? Helen Thornton 2005 State of Nature or Eden? Thomas Hobbes and his
Contemporaries on the Natural Condition of Human Beings aims to explain how Hobbes's state of nature
was understood by a contemporary readership, whose most important reference point for such a
condition was the original condition of human beings at the creation, in other words in Eden. The book
uses ideas about how readers brought their own reading of other texts to any reading, that reading is
aﬀected by the context in which the reader reads, and that the Bible was the model for all reading in the
early modern period. It combines these ideas with the primary evidence of the contemporary critical
reaction to Hobbes, to reconstruct how Hobbes's state of nature was read by his contemporaries. The
book argues that what determined how Hobbes's seventeenth century readers responded to his
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description of the state of nature were their views on the eﬀects of the Fall. Hobbes's contemporary
critics, the majority of whom were Aristotelians and Arminians, thought that the Fall had corrupted
human nature, although not to the extent implied by Hobbes's description. Further, they wanted to look
at human beings as they should have been, or ought to be. Hobbes, on the other hand, wanted to look at
human beings as they were, and in doing so was closer to Augustinian, Lutheran and Reformed
interpretations, which argued that nature had been inverted by the Fall. For those of Hobbes's
contemporaries who shared these theological assumptions, there were important parallels to be seen
between Hobbes's account and that of scripture, although on some points his description could have
been seen as a subversion of scripture. The book also demonstrates that Hobbes was working within the
Protestant tradition, as well as showing how he used diﬀerent aspects of this tradition. Helen Thornton is
an Independent Scholar. She completed her PhD at the University of Hull.
Hobbes's Political Philosophy A. P. Martinich 2021 'Hobbes's Political Philosophy' clariﬁes Hobbes's
positions by examining what Hobbes considered a science of politics, a set of timeless truths grounded in
deﬁnitions. A.P. Martinich explains this science of politics, examining Hobbes's views on the laws of
nature, authorization and representation, sovereignty by acquisition, and others. He argues that in
addition to the timeless science, Hobbes had two timebound projects. The ﬁrst was to eliminate the
apparent conﬂict between the new science of Copernicus and Galileo and the second was to show that
Christianity is not politically destabilizing.--
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