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New Directions in Theology and Science Peter Harrison 2022-01-31 This book sets out a
new agenda for science-theology interactions and offers examples of what that agenda might
look like when implemented. It explores, in innovative ways, what follows for sciencetheology discussions from recent developments in the history of science. The contributions
take seriously the historically conditioned nature of the categories ‘science’ and ‘religion’ and
consider the ways in which these categories are reinforced in the public sphere. Reflecting on
the balance of power between theology and the sciences, the authors demonstrate a
commitment to moving beyond traditional models of one-sided dialogue and seek to give
theology a more active role in determining the interdisciplinary agenda.
It's Always Sunny and Philosophy Roger Hunt 2015-09-08 Philosophers wittily and
expertly uncover amazing philosophical insights from the endlessly fascinating TV show, It’s
Always Sunny in Philadelphia. Littmann shows how the values of the gang are the same as
those of Homeric heroes. Ketcham argues that the Church should make Charlie a saint, partly
because It’s Always Sunny is “all about free will.” Hamer shows how closely the gang’s
activities comply with the scientific method. Alkema and Barkman analyze the way the gang
perceives happiness and how they try to get it. Leonard proves beyond doubt that the game
of Chardee MacDennis reveals everyone's unconscious desires. King examines the morality of
the gang’s behavior by the standard of how they respond to extreme suffering. Chambers
agrees that each of the five central characters is a terrible person, but argues that, given
their circumstances, they are not truly to blame for their actions. Tanswell demonstrates that
many of the gang’s wrong actions result not from immoral motives but from illogical thinking.
Aylesworth uses examples from It’s Always Sunny to bring out some of the moral problems
with real consent to sex. Jones reveals that Nietzsche foresaw everything the gang at Paddy's
Pub would do.
The Art of Being Human Michael Wesch 2018-08-07 Anthropology is the study of all
humans in all times in all places. But it is so much more than that. "Anthropology requires
strength, valor, and courage," Nancy Scheper-Hughes noted. "Pierre Bourdieu called
anthropology a combat sport, an extreme sport as well as a tough and rigorous discipline. ...
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It teaches students not to be afraid of getting one's hands dirty, to get down in the dirt, and
to commit yourself, body and mind. Susan Sontag called anthropology a "heroic" profession."
What is the payoff for this heroic journey? You will find ideas that can carry you across rivers
of doubt and over mountains of fear to find the the light and life of places forgotten. Real
anthropology cannot be contained in a book. You have to go out and feel the world's jagged
edges, wipe its dust from your brow, and at times, leave your blood in its soil. In this unique
book, Dr. Michael Wesch shares many of his own adventures of being an anthropologist and
what the science of human beings can tell us about the art of being human. This special first
draft edition is a loose framework for more and more complete future chapters and writings.
It serves as a companion to anth101.com, a free and open resource for instructors of cultural
anthropology. This 2018 text is a revision of the "first draft edition" from 2017 and includes 7
new chapters.
Mediapolis Alex de Jong 2006 Popular culture is taking an ever firmer grip on our living
environment and on our lives. Survey of the urban pop culture and of concepts of pop
philosophy. Bespreking van K. Wenz 'Changing popular culture in relation to urban space'
verschenen in: Krisis. (2008)1(.89-91).
David Bowie and Philosophy Theodore G. Ammon 2016-09-06 Among the topics explored in
David Bowie and Philosophy are the nature of Bowie as an institution; Bowie’s work in many
platforms, including movies and TV; Bowie’s spanning of low and high art, and his relation to
Warhol; the influence of Buddhism and Kabuki theater; the recurring theme of Bowie as a
space alien, including “Space Oddity” and The Man Who Fell to Earth; the dystopian element
in Bowie’s thinking, displayed in “1984” and the album Outside; the role of fashion in Bowie’s
creativity; personal identity as preserved over various divergent personae; the aesthetics of
theatrical rock and glam rock; Bowie’s public identification with bisexuality and his influence
within the LGBTQ community. Pervasive themes in Bowie’s output include change, time,
apocalypse, dancing, mind-body dualism, and spirituality. In the dualistic universe that
undergirds his lyrics, body consistently wins over mind, but body is nevertheless on the hook
of moral responsibility. There is thus an inherent tension: the overwhelming desires of bodily
drives versus the repressive institutions such as church and the omnipresent “They” who
would have us do otherwise than our body want. The emergent paradox in Bowie is that for
all his alleged sexual indulgences, in the end mind trumps body.
The X-Files and Philosophy Robert Arp 2017-04-07 In The X-Files and Philosophy, thirty-six
fearless philosophers seek for the truth which is out there, in here, at least somewhere, or (as
the postmodernists claim) nowhere. One big issue is whether the weird and unexplained
happenings, including the existence of entities unknown to traditional science, might really
exist. And if they did, what would be the proper way to behave towards them? Some of these
entities seem to flout conventional laws of nature—but perhaps we need to allow for
different, as yet undiscovered, laws. If such fabulous entities really exist, what do we owe
them? And if they don’t exist, why do we imagine they do? In The X-Files, regular science is
represented by Scully and usually turns out to be wrong, while open-minded credulity or
pseudoscience is represented by Mulder and usually turns out to be right, or at least
somehow on the right track. Scully demands objective, repeatable evidence, and she usually
gets it, with Mulder’s help, in astounding and unwelcome ways. What lessons should we take
from the finding of The X-Files that respectable science is nearly always wrong and
outrageous speculative imagination nearly always right?
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The Ultimate Walking Dead and Philosophy Wayne Yuen 2016-01-12 In The Walking Dead,
human beings are pushed to their limits by a zombie apocalypse and have to decide what
really matters. Good and evil, freedom and slavery, when one life has to be sacrificed for
another, even the nature of religion—all the ultimate questions of human existence are posed
afresh as the old society crumbles away and a new form of society emerges, with new beliefs
and new rules. The Ultimate Walking Dead and Philosophy brings together twenty
philosophers with different perspectives on the imagined world of this addictive TV show.
How can we keep our humanity when faced with such extreme life-or-death choices? Did Dr.
Jenner do the right thing in committing suicide, when all hope seemed to be lost? Does the
Governor, as the new Machiavelli, prove that willingness to repeatedly commit murder is the
best technique for getting and keeping political power? Why do most characters place such
importance on keeping particular individuals alive, especially children? What can we learn
about reality from Rick’s haunting hallucinations?
Mr. Robot and Philosophy Richard Greene 2017-07-01 Mr. Robot has been hailed, not only as
one of the most haunting and unnerving dramas ever to appear on television, but also as the
first accurate popular presentation of how computer hacking and cyberterrorism actually
work. Mr. Robot and Philosophy is aimed at thoughtful fans of this addictive show who will
welcome the opportunity to explore Elliot Alderson's world from a philosophical perspective.
The developing story of Mr. Robot constantly raises ethical and metaphysical issues. What
happens to our personal identity when it’s extended into cyberspace and an array of
electronic devices? Are we in control of our online lives or are we being controlled? What
does our right to privacy mean in a world where millions of people can observe what we’re
doing and saying? Is a virtual currency true money and could it replace traditional money?
Can there be healthy forms of drug addiction? Can some types of so-called mental illness be
useful and beneficial? Does it make any sense to unleash destruction upon the existing
corporate economic structures, and can we expect something better to emerge from the ruins
of a digital meltdown?
Hamilton and Philosophy Aaron Rabinowitz 2017-07-01 In Hamilton and Philosophy,
professional thinkers expose, examine, and ponder the deep and controversial implications of
this runaway hit Broadway musical. One cluster of questions relates to the matter of
historical accuracy in relation to entertainment. To what extent is Hamilton genuine history,
or is it more a reflection of America today than in the eighteenth century? What happens
when history becomes dramatic art, and is some falsification of history unavoidable? One
point of view is that the real Alexander Hamilton was an outsider, and any objective approach
to Hamilton has to be that of an outsider. Politics always involves a debate over who is on the
margins and who is allowed into the center. Then there is the question of emphasizing
Hamilton’s revolutionary aspect, when he was autocratic and not truly democratic. But this
can be defended as presenting a contradictory personality in a unique historical moment.
Hamilton’s character is also one that blends ambition, thirst for fame, and concern for his
immortal legacy, with inability to see his own limitations, yet combined with devotion to
honor and the cultivation of virtue. Hamilton’s evident ambition led him to be likened to
Macbeth and Shakespearean tragedy can explain much of his life.
Orange Is the New Black and Philosophy Richard Greene 2015-08-17 This collection of
eighteen chapters by talented philosophical minds probes some of the many lessons to be
learned from Orange Is the New Black (mostly the addictive Netflix comedy-drama but with
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some attention to the best-selling real-life book by Piper Kerman). The show and the book
that inspired it both dramatically highlight the troubling, stressful situation of millions of
incarcerated Americans. How do the show’s shower scenes shed light on the classical mindbody problem? How can we make our lives meaningful when our options are curtailed by
authority? What does it mean to manipulate someone, and why is it bad? What can we learn
about the peculiarity of human beliefs from Pennsatucky’s notion of the gay agenda? Is
Litchfield Prison a preparation for life outside—or just a scale model of life outside? What
could the governors of Litchfield learn from Jeremy Bentham and his panopticon? How is it
that even in prison we find ourselves condemned to be free? Why is one of the worst things
about prison being forced to see who and what we really are? It so happens that life in prison
is absolutely full and overfull of philosophical implications. Orange Is the New Black and
Philosophy stays close to the characters and scenes of the TV show, applying insights from
ethics, existentialism, metaphysics, epistemology, and political philosophy. The book is aimed
at thoughtful fans of this amazingly fine TV show, who want to learn more about its
disturbing issues.
Women, Camp, and Popular Culture Katrin Horn 2017-11-15 This innovative study claims
camp as a critical, yet pleasurable strategy for women’s engagement with contemporary
popular culture as exemplified by 30 Rock or Lady Gaga. In detailed analyses of lesbian
cinema, postfeminist TV, and popular music, the book offers a novel take on its subject. It
defines camp as a unique mode of detached attachment, which builds on affective intensity
and emotional investment, while strongly encouraging a critical edge.
Peanuts and Philosophy Richard Greene 2016-12-19 In Peanuts and Philosophy, twenty
philosophers, from a diverse range of perspectives, look at different aspects of the Peanuts
canon. How can the thoughts of children, who have yet to become grown-up, help us to
become more grown up ourselves? Do we get good results from believing in something like
the Great Pumpkin, even though we’re disappointed every time? What can Linus’s reactions
to the leukemia of his friend Janice tell us about the stages of grief? Why don’t we settle
what’s right and what’s wrong by the simple method of asking Lucy? Is true happiness
attainable without a warm puppy? Do some people’s kites have a natural affinity for trees? Is
Sally an anarchist, a nihilist, or just a contrarian? Does Linus’s reliance on his blanket help
him or hurt him? Is Charlie Brown’s philosophy of life pathetic or inspirational? Other topics
include: how the way children think carries general lessons about transcending our
limitations; the Utopian quest as illustrated by Charlie’s devotion to the Little Red-Haired
Girl; Snoopy’s Red Baron and history as selective memory; the Head Beagle as Big Brother.
And, as we would expect, Lucy’s repeated cruel removal of Charlie's football has several
philosophical applications.
Drawing the Line Erich Hatala Matthes 2021-11-08 Can we still watch Woody Allen's movies?
Can we still laugh at Bill Cosby's jokes? Woody Allen, Kevin Spacey, Dave Chappelle, Louis C.
K., J.K. Rowling, Michael Jackson, Roseanne Barr. Recent years have proven rife with
revelations about the misdeeds, objectional views, and, in some instances, crimes of popular
artists. Spurred in part by the #metoo movement, and given more access than ever thanks to
social media and the internet in general, the public has turned an alert and critical eye upon
the once-hidden lives of previously cherished entertainers. But what should we members of
the public do, think, and feel in response to these artists' actions or statements? It's a
predicament that many of us face: whether it's possible to disentangle the deeply unsettled
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feelings we have toward an artist from how we respond to the art they produced. As
consumers of art, and especially as fans, we have a host of tricky moral question to navigate:
do the moral lives of artists affect the aesthetic quality of their work? Is it morally permissible
for us to engage with or enjoy that work? Should immoral artists and their work be canceled?
Most of all, can we separate an artist from their art? In Drawing the Line, Erich Hatala
Matthes employs the tools of philosophy to offer insight and clarity to the ethical questions
that dog us. He argues that it doesn't matter whether we can separate the art from the artist,
because we shouldn't. While some dismiss the lives of artists as if they are irrelevant to the
artist's work, and others instrumentalize artwork, treating it as nothing more than a political
tool, Matthes argues both that the lives of artists can play an important role in shaping our
moral and aesthetic relationship to the artworks that we love and that these same artworks
offer us powerful resources for grappling with the immorality of their creators. Rather than
shunning art made by those who have been canceled, shamed, called out, or even arrested,
we should engage with it all the more thoughtfully and learn from the complexity it forces us
to confront. Recognizing the moral and aesthetic relationships between art and artist is
crucial to determining when and where we should draw the line when good artists do bad
things.
Louis C.K. and Philosophy Mark Ralkowski 2016-04-06 Charlie Rose has called Louis C.K.
“the philosopher-king of comedy,” and many have detected philosophical profundity in
Louis’s comedy, some of which has been watched tens of millions of times on YouTube and
elsewhere. Louis C.K. and Philosophy is designed to help Louis’s fans connect the dots
between his pronouncements and living philosophical themes. Twenty-five philosophers
examine the wisdom of Louis C.K. from a variety of philosophical perspectives. The chapters
draw upon C.K.’s standup comedy, the show Louie, and C.K.’s other writings. There is no
attempt to fit Louis into one philosophical school; instead the authors bring out the diverse
aspects of the thought of Louis C.K. One writer looks at the different meanings of C.K.’s
statement, “You’re gonna be dead way longer than you were alive.” Another explores how
Louis knows when he’s awake and when he’s dreaming, taking a few tips from Descartes.
One chapter shows the affinity of C.K.’s “sick of living this bullshit life” with Kierkegaard’s
“sickness unto death.” Another pursues Louis’s thought that we may by our lack of moral
concern “live a really evil life without thinking about it." C.K.'s religion is "apathetic
agnostic," conveyed in his thought experiment that God began work in 1982.
Race, Racism and Political Correctness in Comedy Jack Black 2021-04-26 In what ways is
comedy subversive? This vital new book critically considers the importance of comedy in
challenging and redefining our relations to race and racism through the lens of political
correctness. By viewing comedy as both a constitutive feature of social interaction and as a
necessary requirement in the appraisal of what is often deemed to be ‘politically correct’, this
book provides an innovative and multidisciplinary approach to the study of comedy and
popular culture. In doing so, it engages with the social and cultural tensions inherent to our
understandings of political correctness, arguing that comedy can subversively redefine our
approach to ‘PC Debates’, contestations surrounding free speech and the popular portrayal of
political correctness in the media and society. Aided by the work of both Slavoj Žižek and
Alenka Zupančič, this unique analysis adopts a psychoanalytic/philosophical framework to
explore issues of race, racism and political correctness in the widely acclaimed BBC
‘mockumentary’, The Office (UK), as well as a variety of television comedies. Drawing from
psychoanalysis, social psychology and philosophy, this book will be highly relevant for
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postgraduate students and academic researchers studying comedy, race/racism,
multiculturalism, political correctness and television/film.
More Doctor Who and Philosophy Courtland Lewis 2015-10-15 More Doctor Who and
Philosophy is a completely new collection of chapters, additional to Doctor Who and
Philosophy (2010) by the same editors. Since that first Doctor Who and Philosophy, much has
happened in the Whoniverse: a new and controversial regeneration of the Doctor, multiple
new companions, a few creepy new enemies of both the Doctor and planet Earth. And the
show’s fiftieth anniversary! We’ve learned some astounding new things from the everdeveloping story: that the Doctor’s number one rule is to lie, that he claims to have forgotten
his role in the mass extermination of the Time Lords and the Daleks, that the Daleks do have
a concept of divine beauty (divine hatred, of course), and that Daleks may become insane
(didn’t we assume they already were?) Oh, and the cult of the Doctor keeps growing
worldwide, with more cultish fans in the US, more and bigger Who conventions, more
viewers of all ages, and more serious treatment by scholars from many disciplines. New
questions have been raised and new questioners have come along, so there are plenty of new
topics for philosophical scrutiny. Is the “impossible” girl really impossible? Is there anything
wrong with an inter-species lesbian relationship (the kids weren’t quite ready for that in
1963, but no one blinks an eye in 2015)? Can it really be right for the Doctor to lie and to
selectively forget? We even have two authors who have figured out how to build a
TARDIS—instructions included! (Wait, there’s a catch, no . . . ?) And then there’s that old
question that just won’t go away: why does the Doctor always regenerate as a male, and is
that ever going to change? An added feature of this awesome new volume is that the editors
have reached out to insiders of Who fandom, people who run hugely successful Who
conventions, play in Who-inspired bands, and run wildly popular podcasts and websites, to
share their privileged insights into why the Doctor is so philosophically deep. No more
spoilers. It’s time for the truly thoughtful travelers in both time and space to rev up the
TARDIS once more. . . . Allons-y, Alonzo!
What Would Captain Kirk Do? Brandon T. Snider 2016 Dig through the many pages of
advice in this fun pop philosophy book as narrated by Captain Kirk, based on the characters
from Star Trek: The Original Series. The cosmos is filled with a great many wonders-uncharted worlds, bizarre life forms, chaos and calm. Tread carefully as you navigate through
this collection of scenarios as Captain Kirk teaches you how to handle even the most
challenging situations. The possibilities are as limitless as the universe itself.
Sex, Consent and Justice Tina Sikka 2021-12-30 Tina Sikka explores many of the
contradictions and tensions that make up the increasingly fraught debates about sex,
consent, feminism, justice, law and gender relations and new movements including #MeToo
and #TimesUp. She looks in particular at contemporary understandings of justice, violence,
consent, pleasure and desire.
Groucho Marx Lee Siegel 2016-01-28 Born Julius Marx in 1890, the brilliant comic actor who
would later be known as Groucho was the most verbal of the famed comedy team, the Marx
Brothers, his broad slapstick portrayals elevated by ingenious wordplay and double entendre.
In his spirited biography of this beloved American iconoclast, Lee Siegel views the life of
Groucho through the lens of his work on stage, screen, and television. The author uncovers
the roots of the performer’s outrageous intellectual acuity and hilarious insolence toward
louis-c-k-and-philosophy-popular-culture-and-philo

6/14

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on November 26, 2022 by guest

convention and authority in Groucho’s early upbringing and Marx family dynamics. The first
critical biography of Groucho Marx to approach his work analytically, this fascinating study
draws unique connections between Groucho’s comedy and his life, concentrating primarily on
the brothers’ classic films as a means of understanding and appreciating Julius the man.
Unlike previous uncritical and mostly reverential biographies, Siegel’s “bio-commentary”
makes a distinctive contribution to the field of Groucho studies by attempting to tell the story
of his life in terms of his work, and vice versa.
Apropos of Nothing Woody Allen 2020
Discworld and Philosophy Nicolas Michaud 2016-08-09 In Discworld, unlike our own
frustrating Roundworld, everything makes sense. The world is held up by elephants standing
on the back of a swimming turtle who knows where he’s going, the sun goes round the world
every day, so it doesn’t have to be very hot, and things always happen because someone
intends them to happen. Millions of fans are addicted to Pratchett’s Discworld, and the
interest has only intensified since Pratchett’s recent death and the release of his final
Discworld novel, The Shepherd’s Crown, in September 2015. The philosophical riches of
Discworld are inexhaustible, yet the brave explorers of Discworld and Philosophy cover a lot
of ground. From discussion of Moist von Lipwig’s con artistry showing the essential con of
the financial system, to the examination of everyone’s favorite Discworld character, the
murderous luggage, to the lawless Mac Nac Feegles and what they tell us about civil
government, to the character Death as he appears in several Discworld novels, Discworld and
Philosophy gives us an in-depth treatment of Pratchett’s magical universe. Other chapters
look at the power of Discworld’s witches, the moral viewpoint of the golems, how William de
Worde’s newspaper illuminates the issue of censorship, how fate and luck interact to shape
our lives, and why the more simple and straightforward Discworld characters are so much
better at seeing the truth than those with enormous intellects but little common sense.
The Princess Bride and Philosophy Richard Greene 2015-11-14 The Princess Bride is the
1987 satirical adventure movie that had to wait for the Internet and DVDs to become the
most quoted of all cult classics. The Princess Bride and Philosophy is for all those who have
wondered about the true meaning of “Inconceivable!,” why the name “Roberts” uniquely
inspires fear, and whether it’s truly a miracle to restore life to someone who is dead, but not
necessarily completely dead. The Princess Bride is filled with people trying to persuade each
other of various things, and invites us to examine the best methods of persuasion. It’s filled
with promises, some kept and some broken, and cries out for philosophical analysis of what
makes a promise and why promises should be kept. It’s filled with beliefs which go beyond
the evidence, and philosophy can help us to decide when such beliefs can be justified. It’s
filled with political violence, both by and against the recognized government, and therefore
raises all the issues of political philosophy. Westley, Buttercup, Prince Humperdinck, Inigo
Montoya, the giant Fezzik, and the Sicilian Vizzini keep on re-appearing in these pages, as
examples of philosophical ideas. Is it right for Montoya to kill the six-fingered man, even
though there is no money in the revenge business? What’s the best way to deceive someone
who knows you’re trying to deceive him? Are good manners a kind of moral virtue? Could the
actions of the masked man in black truly be inconceivable even though real? What does
ethics have to say about Miracle Max’s pricing policy? How many shades of meaning can be
conveyed by “As You Wish”?
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Between Past and Future Hannah Arendt 2006-09-26 From the author of Eichmann in
Jerusalem and The Origins of Totalitarianism, “a book to think with through the political
impasses and cultural confusions of our day” (Harper’s Magazine) Hannah Arendt’s insightful
observations of the modern world, based on a profound knowledge of the past, constitute an
impassioned contribution to political philosophy. In Between Past and Future Arendt
describes the perplexing crises modern society faces as a result of the loss of meaning of the
traditional key words of politics: justice, reason, responsibility, virtue, and glory. Through a
series of eight exercises, she shows how we can redistill the vital essence of these concepts
and use them to regain a frame of reference for the future. To participate in these exercises
is to associate, in action, with one of the most original and fruitful minds of the twentieth
century.
The Socrates Express Eric Weiner 2020-08-25 The New York Times bestselling author of
The Geography of Bliss embarks on a rollicking intellectual journey, following in the footsteps
of history’s greatest thinkers and showing us how each—from Epicurus to Gandhi, Thoreau to
Beauvoir—offers practical and spiritual lessons for today’s unsettled times. We turn to
philosophy for the same reasons we travel: to see the world from a different perspective, to
unearth hidden beauty, and to find new ways of being. We want to learn how to embrace
wonder. Face regrets. Sustain hope. Eric Weiner combines his twin passions for philosophy
and travel in a globe-trotting pilgrimage that uncovers surprising life lessons from great
thinkers around the world, from Rousseau to Nietzsche, Confucius to Simone Weil. Traveling
by train (the most thoughtful mode of transport), he journeys thousands of miles, making
stops in Athens, Delhi, Wyoming, Coney Island, Frankfurt, and points in between to reconnect
with philosophy’s original purpose: teaching us how to lead wiser, more meaningful lives.
From Socrates and ancient Athens to Beauvoir and 20th-century Paris, Weiner’s chosen
philosophers and places provide important practical and spiritual lessons as we navigate
today’s chaotic times. In a “delightful” odyssey that “will take you places intellectually and
humorously” (San Francisco Book Review), Weiner invites us to voyage alongside him on his
life-changing pursuit of wisdom and discovery as he attempts to find answers to our most
vital questions. The Socrates Express is “full of valuable lessons…a fun, sharp book that
draws readers in with its apparent simplicity and bubble-gum philosophy approach and
gradually pulls them in deeper and deeper” (NPR).
Artistic Creation and Ethical Criticism Ted Nannicelli 2020-05-05 Artistic Creation and
Ethical Criticism, a study in philosophical aesthetics, investigates an idea that underpins the
ethical criticism of art but that is rarely acknowledged and poorly understood - namely, that
the ethical criticism of art involves judgments not only of the attitudes a work endorses or
solicits, but of what artists do to create the work. The book pioneers an innovative
production-oriented approach to the study of the ethical criticism of art - one that will provide
a detailed philosophical account of the intersection of ethics and artistic creation as well as
conceptual tools that can guide future philosophizing and criticism. Ted Nannicelli offers
three arguments concerning the ethical criticism of art. First, he argues that judgments of an
artwork's ethical value are already often made in terms of how it was created, and examines
why some art forms more readily lend themselves to this form of ethical appraisal than
others. He then asserts that production-oriented evaluations of artworks are less contested
than other sorts of ethical criticism and so lead to certain practical consequences-from
censure, dismissal, and prosecution to shifts in policy and even legislation. Finally, Nannicelli
defends the production-oriented approach, arguing that it is not only tacit in many of our art
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appreciative practices, but is in fact rationally warranted. There are many cases in which we
should ethically critique artworks in terms of how they are created because this approach
handles cases that other approaches cannot and results in plausible judgments about the
works' relative ethical and artistic value. The concise, powerful arguments presented here
will appeal to moral philosophers, philosophers of art and aesthetics, and critics interested in
the intersection of artistic production and criticism and ethics.
The HBO Effect Dean J. DeFino 2013-11-21 No advertisers to please, no censors to placate,
no commercial interruptions every eleven minutes, demanding cliffhangers to draw viewers
back after the commercial breaks: HBO has re-written the rules of television; and the result
has been nothing short of a cultural ground shift. The HBO Effect details how the fingerprints
of HBO are all over contemporary film and television. Their capability to focus on smaller
markets made shows like Sex and the City, The Sopranos, The Wire, and even the more
recent Game of Thrones and Girls, trigger shows on basic cable networks to follow suit. HBO
pioneered the use of HDTV and the widescreen format, production and distribution deals
leading to market presence, and the promotion of greater diversity on TV (discussing issues
of class and race). The HBO Effect examines this rich and unique history for clues to its
remarkable impact upon television and popular culture. It's time to take a wide-angle look at
HBO as a producer of American culture.
Simulacra and Simulation Jean Baudrillard 1994 Develops a theory of contemporary culture
that relies on displacing economic notions of cultural production with notions of cultural
expenditure. This book represents an effort to rethink cultural theory from the perspective of
a concept of cultural materialism, one that radically redefines postmodern formulations of the
body.
The Ultimate Game of Thrones and Philosophy Eric J. Silverman 2016-12-09 The
Ultimate Game of Thrones and Philosophy treats fans to dozens of new essays by experts who
examine philosophical questions raised by the Game of Thrones story. This ultimate analysis
provides the most comprehensive discussion to date and engages the Game of Thrones
universe through the end of Season Six of the HBO series. Ned Stark, Tyrion Lannister, Jon
Snow, Joffrey, Cersei, Brienne, Arya, Stannis, and many other characters are used to apply
the traditional philosophical questions that everyone faces. How should political leaders be
chosen in Westeros and beyond? Is power merely an illusion? Is it immoral to enjoy overly
violent and sexual stories like Game of Thrones? How should morally ambiguous individuals
such as Jamie Lannister: The Kingslayer and Savior of King’s Landing be evaluated? Can
anyone be trusted in a society like Westeros? What rules should govern sexual relationships
in a world of love, incest, rape, and arranged marriage? How does disability shape identity
for individuals like Tyrion, Bran, and others? How would one know whether there is a God in
the Game of Thrones universe and what he is like?
American Horror Story and Philosophy Richard Greene 2017-12-12 In American Horror
Story and Philosophy, philosophers with varying backgrounds and interests explore different
aspects of this popular “erotic thriller” TV show, with its enthusiastic cult following and
strong critical approval. The result is a collection of intriguing and provocative thoughts on
deeper questions prompted by the creepy side of the human imagination. As an “anthology
show,” American Horror Story has a unique structure in the horror genre because it explores
distinct subgenres of horror in each season. As a result, each season raises its own set of
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philosophical issues. The show’s first season, Murder House, is a traditional haunted house
story. Philosophical topics expounded here include: the moral issues pertaining to featuring a
mass murderer as one of the season’s main protagonists; the problem of other minds—when I
see an old hag, how can I know that you don’t see a sexy maid? And whether it is rationally
justified to fear the Piggy Man. Season Two, Asylum, takes place inside a mid-twentiethcentury mental hospital. Among other classic horror subgenres, this season includes story
lines featuring demonic possession and space aliens. Chapters inspired by this season include
such topics as: the ethics of investigative reporting and whistleblowing; personal identity and
demonic possession; philosophical problems arising from eugenics; and the ethics and
efficacy of torture. Season Three, Coven, focuses on witchcraft in the contemporary world.
Chapters motivated by this season include: sisterhood and feminism as starkly demonstrated
in a coven; the metaphysics of traditional voodoo zombies (in contrast to the currently
fashionable “infected” zombies); the uses of violent revenge; and the metaphysics of
reanimation. Season Four, Freak Show, takes place in a circus. Philosophical writers look at
life under the Big Top as an example of “life imitating art”; several puzzles about personal
identity and identity politics (crystallized in the two-headed girl, the bearded lady, and the
lobster boy); the ethical question of honor and virtue among thieves; as well as several topics
in social and political philosophy. Season Five, Hotel, is, among other disturbing material,
about vampires. Chapters inspired by this season include: the ethics of creating vampire
progeny; LGBT-related philosophical issues; and existentialism as it applies to serial killers,
Season Six, Roanoke, often considered the most creative of the seasons so far, partly because
of its employment of the style of documentaries with dramatic re-enactments, and its mimicry
of The Blair Witch Project and Paranormal Activity. Among the philosophical themes explored
here are what happens to moral obligations under the Blood Moon; the proper role of truth in
storytelling; and the defensibility of cultural imperialism.
Pops in Pop Culture Elizabeth Podnieks 2016-04-29 The definitions of fatherhood have shifted
in the twenty-first century as paternal subjectivities, conflicts, and desires have registered in
new ways in the contemporary family. This collection investigates these sites of change
through various lenses from popular culture - film, television, blogs, best-selling fiction and
non-fiction, stand-up comedy routines, advertisements, newspaper articles, parenting guidebooks, and video games. Treating constructions of the father at the nexus of patriarchy,
gender, and (post)feminist philosophy, contributors analyze how fatherhood is defined in
relation to masculinity and femininity, and the shifting structures of the heteronormative
nuclear family. Perceptions of the father as the traditional breadwinner and authoritarian as
compared to a more engaged and involved nurturer are considered via representations of
fathers from the US, Canada, Britain, Australia, South Africa, and Sweden.
Batman, Superman, and Philosophy Nicolas Michaud 2016-07-05 Batman or Superman?
Which of these heroic figures is morally superior? Which is more dramatically effective?
Which is more democratic? Which shows us the better way to fight crime? Who is a morally
better person? Whose actions lead to the better outcomes? Superman vs. Batman and
Philosophy tries to decide “for” and “against” these two superheroes by comparing their
contrasting approaches to a wide range of issues. Twenty-six philosophers evaluate
Superman vs. Batman in order to decide which of them “wins” by various different criteria.
Some of the writers say that Superman wins, others say Batman, and others give the result as
a tie. Since both Batman, the megalomaniacal industrialist, and Superman, the darling of the
media, sometimes operate outside the law, which of them makes the better vigilante—and
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how do they compare with Robin Hood, the anonymous donor, the Ninja, and the KKK? Which
of them comes out better in terms of evolutionary biology? Which of the heroes works more
effectively to resist oppression? Does Superman or Batman function better as a force for
embodied intelligence? Who does more to really uphold the law? Which one is better for the
environment? Which of these two supernormal guys makes a better model and inspiring myth
to define our culture and our society? Is Batman or Superman the more admirable person?
Who conforms more closely to Nietzsche’s Übermensch? Which one makes the more rational
choices? Who makes the better god? Who is more self-sacrificing in pursuit of other people’s
welfare? Who goes beyond the call of duty? Which one does better at defining himself by
resolving his internal conflicts? Whose explicit code of morality is superior? Which superhero
gives us more satisfying dramatic conflict? (And why does a battle between the two make
such a compelling drama?) Which of our two candidates comes closer to Christ? Which has
the sounder psychological health? Whose overall consequences are better for the world?
Which one more perfectly exemplifies C.S. Lewis’s concept of chivalry? What’s the deeper
reason Batman is so successful in videogames whereas Superman isn’t? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of having the two extraordinary heroes work together? Is
either superhero logically or metaphysically possible? How can each of them be diagnosed as
psychotic? How do they compare in masking their real identity? Whose motives are more
worthy? Which one is more self-aware? Superman vs. Batman and Philosophy comes out at
the same time as the movie Batman v Superman. The book cannot discuss what goes on in
the movie, yet it also can’t avoid doing so, since by sheer probability, many of the
controversial issues between the two superheroes will be the same in both. The book will
therefore naturally fit in with the numerous raging controversies that the movie unleashes.
The Platinum Age of Television David Bianculli 2016-11-15 Television today is better than
ever. From The Sopranos to Breaking Bad, Sex and the City to Girls, and Modern Family to
Louie, never has so much quality programming dominated our screens. Exploring how we got
here, acclaimed TV critic David Bianculli traces the evolution of the classic TV genres, among
them the sitcom, the crime show, the miniseries, the soap opera, the Western, the animated
series, the medical drama, and the variety show. In each genre he selects five key examples
of the form to illustrate its continuities and its dramatic departures. Drawing on exclusive
and in-depth interviews with many of the most famed auteurs in television history, Bianculli
shows how the medium has evolved into the premier form of visual narrative art. Includes
interviews with: MEL BROOKS, MATT GROENING, DAVID CHASE, KEVIN SPACEY, AMY
SCHUMER, VINCE GILLIGAN, AARON SORKIN, MATTHEW WEINER, JUDD APATOW,
LOUIS C.K., DAVID MILCH, DAVID E. KELLEY, JAMES L. BROOKS, LARRY DAVID, KEN
BURNS, LARRY WILMORE, AND MANY, MANY MORE
The Americans and Philosophy Robert Arp 2017-10-16 The Americans, a dark, tense,
action thriller with comic touches, has been hailed by many critics as currently the best show
on television. The story, created by a former CIA spy, centers on two Soviet agents posing as
an ordinary American couple, Philip and Elizabeth Jennings, in 1980s Washington DC. They
have two teenage children who know nothing of their clandestine occupation and function as
part of their cover story. The Americans and Philosophy brings together diverse philosophers
who take a close look at the metaphysical and ethical aspects of the The Americans. The
Jenningses believe they are living in a decadent capitalist society and draw emotional uplift
from their dedication to a higher ideal. Just one step ahead of the FBI, they practice murder
and seduction as instruments to further the goals of Communist subversion. This gives their
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lives more meaning and more excitement than those of the other people around them, and
serious questions arise as to whether their lives can be truly fulfilling and ennobled. Quaintlooking 1980s culture plays a conspicuous role in The Americans, an example being the
psychotherapeutic self-awareness cult known as est, which features in the story and also
serves as an allegory of espionage, as est (along with ancient philosophy) asks the question,
Do our secret, inner lives truly align with how we act? The gadgetry of espionage, including
the poorly adapted but actually historically accurate “mail robot” of the 1980s FBI, prompt
speculations about the interaction of humans with artificial intelligence. Philip and
Elizabeth’s genuine horror when they find that one of their children is praying and attending
church brings out the ambiguities in the popular notion of brainwashing and indoctrination.
Since the Jenningses’ children enjoy a comfortable life with many opportunities, can it be true
that they are immorally exploited? Knowing that all weapons of war are intended to kill and
maim, can we uniquely stigmatize some weapons (such as the biological weapon called
“Glanders” in Season Four) as unacceptable? All governments practice the duplicity and
deception of espionage, but special problems arise when continual lying invades personal
relationships. Is it true that in the modern world, devotion to the state has become a “sacred
fiction,” like a religion? Lying is everywhere in The Americans, but much of the lying is very
similar to everyday deception: parents often withhold from their children facts about the
parents’ jobs which might cause needless anxiety, and tell their children apparently harmless
fibs like saying that Santa Claus exists. The boundary between criminal lying and everyday
lying is a continual irony in the script of The Americans. Can the demands of a lofty cause,
even the survival of freedom or justice in the world, justify the deliberate killing of an
innocent individual? Such questions continually bombard the show’s protagonists, while
existentialist philosophy poses the question: Is Elizabeth truly free to quit being a spy?
The Man in the High Castle and Philosophy Bruce Krajewski 2017-08-04 The Man in the
High Castle is an Amazon TV show, based on the Philip K. Dick novel, about an “alternate
present” (beginning in the 1960s) in which Germany and Japan won World War II, with the
former Western US occupied by Japan, the former Eastern US occupied by Nazi Germany,
and a small “neutral zone” between them. A theme of the story is that in this alternative
world there is eager speculation, fueled by the illicit newsreel, The Grasshopper Lies Heavy,
about how the world would have been different if America had won the war. In The Man in
the High Castle and Philosophy, twenty-two professional thinkers look at philosophical issues
raised by this ongoing enterprise in “alternative history.” One question is whether it really
made a profound difference that the Allies won the war, and exactly what differences in
everyday life we may expect to arise from an apparent historical turning point. Could it be
that some dramatic historical events have only superficial consequences, while some
unnoticed occurrences lead to catastrophic results? Another topic is the quest for truth in a
world of government misinformation, and how dissenting organizations can make headway.
Leonard Cohen and Philosophy Jason Holt 2014-09-22 From the early years, when he
morphed from celebrated poet to provocative singer-songwriter, to his induction into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Leonard Cohen has endured as one of the most enigmatic and
profound figures—with a uniquely compelling voice and unparalleled depth of artistic
vision—in all of popular music. The aesthetic quality and intellectual merit of Cohen’s work
are above dispute; here, for the first time, a team of philosophers takes an in-depth look at its
real significance. Want to know what Cohen and Kierkegaard have in common? Or whether
Cohen rivals the great philosophical pessimist Schopenhauer? Then this book is for you. It
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provides the first thorough analysis of Cohen from various (philosophical) positions. It is
intended not only for Cohen fans but also undergraduates in philosophy and other areas. It
explores important neglected aspects of Cohen’s work without attempting to reduce them to
academic tropes, yet nonetheless will also be useful to academics—or anyone—beguiled by
the enigma that is Leonard Cohen.
Orphan Black and Philosophy Richard Greene 2016-09-06 In Orphan Black, several
apparently unconnected women discover that they are exact physical doubles, that there are
more of them out there, that they are all illegally produced clones, and that someone is
having them killed. They find themselves in the midst of a secret and violent struggle
between a fundamentalist religious group, a fanatical cult of superhuman biological
enhancement, a clandestine department of the military, and a giant biotech corporation. Law
enforcement is powerless and easily manipulated by these sinister forces. The clones are
forced to form their own Clone Club, led by the resourceful Sarah Manning, to defend
themselves against their numerous enemies and to find out exactly where they came from
and why. Orphan Black continually raises philosophical issues, as well as ethical and policy
questions deserving philosophical analysis. What makes a person a unique individual? Why is
it so important for us to know where we came from? Should we have a say in whether a clone
is made of us? Is it immoral to generate clones with built-in health problems or personality
defects — and if so, does that mean that producers of clones must practice eugenic selection?
What light does the behavior of members of the Clone Club shed on the nature-nurture
debate? Is it relevant that most are heterosexual, one is a lesbian, and one is a transgendered
male? This TV show shows us problems of biotechnology which will soon be vital everyday
issues. But what kind of a future faces us when human clones are commonplace? Will groups
of human clones have a tight bond of solidarity making them a threat to democracy? If the
world is going to be taken over by an evil conspiracy, would it better be a scientific cult like
Neolution or a religious cult like the Prolethians? Should biotech corporations be able to own
the copyright on human DNA sequences? What rules of morality apply when you can’t trust
the police and powerful groups are ready to murder you?
Creepiness Adam Kotsko 2015-02-27 A specter is haunting contemporary television—the
specter of creepiness. In our everyday lives, we try to avoid creepiness at every cost,
shunning creepy people and recoiling in horror at the idea that we ourselves might be creeps.
And yet when we sit down to watch TV, we are increasingly entranced by creepy characters.
In this follow-up to Awkwardness and Why We Love Sociopaths, Adam Kotsko tries to account
for the strange fascination of creepiness. In addition to surveying a wide range of
contemporary examples—from Peep Show to Girls, from Orange is the New Black to Breaking
Bad—Kotsko mines the television of his 90s childhood, marveling at the creepiness that
seemed to be hiding in plain sight in shows like Full House and Family Matters. Using Freud
as his guide through the treacherous territory of creepiness, Kotsko argues that we are
fascinated by the creepy because in our own ways, we are all creeps.
Downton Abbey and Philosophy Adam Barkman 2015-10-19 In Downton Abbey and
Philosophy, twenty-two professional thinkers uncover the deeper significance of this hugely
popular TV saga. Millions of viewers throughout the world have been enthralled by this
enactment of a vanished world of decorum and propriety, because it presents us with
emotional and interpersonal problems that remain urgent for people in the twenty-first
century. Why do we attach such importance to our memories and to particular places? What
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do war and epidemics tell us about life in peacetime and in good health? Is it healthy or
harmful for people to feel that they know their place? What does Downton Abbey teach us
about the changes in women’s roles since 1912? Do good manners always agree with good
morals? How can everybody know what no one will talk about? What’s the justification for a
class of people who pride themselves on not having a job? Should we sometimes just accept
the reality of social barriers to love, and abandon the pursuit? What happens when
community reinforces oppression? All of these and many other issues are discussed through a
detailed examination of the actual characters and situations in Downton Abbey.
Dave Chappelle and Philosophy Mark Ralkowski 2021-07 The New York Times has praised
Dave Chappelle as "an American folk hero" for his ability to communicate across lines of race,
class, and culture at a time when Americans are more polarized than they have ever
been.Dave Chappelle and Philosophy brings together twenty-five chapters by philosophers of
diverse backgrounds and varying points of view, looking closely at the hilarious, annoying,
exhilarating, upsetting, and thought-provoking aspects of Chappelle's wonderfully rich
output. This volume of the Series serves as an invitation to think about some of the most
urgent moral and political questions of our time.
Divergent and Philosophy Courtland Lewis 2015-12-01 Courtland Lewis has scoured the
planet to bring together the most talented faction members, factionless, and even a few from
the Bureau to discuss the philosophy of Divergent. Divergent and Philosophy begins by
examining the personal struggles that all people face at some time: What sort of person
should I be? What if I find out my life is a lie? What do I owe my parents? Am I normal? Once
readers have finished answering these questions they’re ready for the “choosing ceremony.”
Part two examines each faction, looking at its virtues, vices, and other features that will help
readers pick the “right” faction. This part gives readers a glimpse into what it’s like to be
faced with the most important decision of our lives, the one that will forever determine who
we are. Part three takes a step takes a step back, in order to question Chicago's ordering of
society. Chicago is on the verge of revolution, but is this the result of the faction system itself,
or is it the people within the factions that are behind the social discord? Part four shifts the
focus individuals and those who hold power. Part five tells us how to recognize injustice.
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