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Toward a New Interpretation of Plato Giovanni Reale 1997 "Rereads the writings of Plato in
the light andperspective of the paradigm of the Tubingen School, but it doesso on the basis of
very precise principles of contemporaryepistemology which render the undertaking soundly
andconvincingly scientific and highly, even fascinatingly readable".
Plato and Pythagoreanism Philip Sidney Horky 2016-03-01 Was Plato a Pythagorean? Plato's
students and earliest critics thought so, but scholars since the nineteenth century have been
more skeptical. With this probing study, Phillip Sidney Horky argues that a specific type of
Pythagorean philosophy, called "mathematical" Pythagoreanism, exercised a decisive
influence on fundamental aspects of Plato's philosophy. The progenitor of mathematical
Pythagoreanism was the infamous Pythagorean heretic and political revolutionary Hippasus
of Metapontum, a student of Pythagoras who is credited with experiments in harmonics that
led to innovations in mathematics. The innovations of Hippasus and other mathematical
Pythagoreans, including Empedocles of Agrigentum, Epicharmus of Syracuse, Philolaus of
Croton, and Archytas of Tarentum, presented philosophers like Plato with novel ways to
reconcile empirical knowledge with abstract mathematical theories. Plato and
Pythagoreanism demonstrates how mathematical Pythagoreanism established many of the
fundamental philosophical questions Plato dealt with in his central dialogues, including
Cratylus, Phaedo, Republic, Timaeus, and Philebus. In the process, it also illuminates the
historical significance of the mathematical Pythagoreans, a group whose influence on the
development of philosophical and scientific methods has been obscured since late antiquity.
The picture that results is one in which Plato inherits mathematical Pythagorean method only
to transform it into a powerful philosophical argument about the essential relationships
between the cosmos and the human being.
Plato and the Foundations of Metaphysics Hans Joachim Krämer 1990-01-01 This is a
book about the relationship of the two traditions of Platonic interpretation -- the indirect and
the direct traditions, the written dialogues and the unwritten doctrines. Kramer, who is the
foremost proponent of the Tubingen School of interpretation, presents the unwritten
doctrines as the crown of Plato's system and the key revealing it. Kramer unfolds the
philosophical significance of the unwritten doctrines in their fullness. He demonstrates the
hermeneutic fruitfulness of the unwritten doctrines when applied to the dialogues. He shows
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that the doctrines are a revival of the presocratic theory renovated and brought to a new
plane through Socrates. In this way, Plato emerges as the creator of classical metaphysics. In
the Third Part, Kramer compares the structure of Platonism, as construed by the Tubingen
School, with current philosophical structures such as analytic philosophy, Hegel,
phenomenology, and Heidegger. Of the five appendices, the most important presents English
translations of the ancient testimonies on the unwritten doctrines. These include the "selftestimonies of Plato." There is also a bibliography on the problem of the unwritten doctrines.
History of Ancient Philosophy II, A Giovanni Reale In this book Reale presents Plato and
Aristotle. At the center of Reales interpretation of Plato is the fulcrum of the supersensible,
the metaphysical discovery that Plato presented as a result of the Second Voyage. This
discovery of the supersensible is, in Reales view, not only the fundamental phase of ancient
thought, but it also constitutes a milestone on the path of western philosophy. Reale presents
Plato in three different dimensions: the theoretic, the mystical-religious, and the political.
Each of these components takes on meaning from the Second Voyage. In addition, Reale has
shown that only in the light of the Unwritten Doctrines handed down through the indirect
tradition, do these three components, and the Second Voyage itself, acquire their full
meaning, and only in this way is a unitary conception of Platos thought achieved. The
interpretation of Aristotle that Reale proposes depends on his interpretation of Plato.
Aristotle read without preconceptions is not the antithesis of Plato. Reale points out that
Aristotle was unique among thinkers close to Plato, in being the one who developed, at least
in part, his Second Voyage. The systematic-unitary interpretation of Aristotle which Reale has
previously supported converges with the new systematic-unitary interpretation of Plato.
Certain doctrinal positions which are usually reserved to treatments in monographs will be
explored, because only in this way can the two distinctive traits of Aristotles thought
emerge: the way in which he tries to overcome and confirm the Socratic-Platonic positions,
and the way in which he formally creates the system of philosophical knowledge.
From Plato to Platonism Lloyd P. Gerson 2013-11-27 Was Plato a Platonist? While ancient
disciples of Plato would have answered this question in the affirmative, modern scholars have
generally denied that Plato’s own philosophy was in substantial agreement with that of the
Platonists of succeeding centuries. In From Plato to Platonism, Lloyd P. Gerson argues that
the ancients are correct in their assessment. He arrives at this conclusion in an especially
ingenious manner, challenging fundamental assumptions about how Plato’s teachings have
come to be understood. Through deft readings of the philosophical principles found in Plato's
dialogues and in the Platonic tradition beginning with Aristotle, he shows that Platonism,
broadly conceived, is the polar opposite of naturalism and that the history of philosophy from
Plato until the seventeenth century was the history of various efforts to find the most
consistent and complete version of "anti-naturalism." Gerson contends that the philosophical
position of Plato—Plato’s own Platonism, so to speak—was produced out of a matrix he calls
"Ur-Platonism." According to Gerson, Ur-Platonism is the conjunction of five "antis" that in
total arrive at anti-naturalism: anti-nominalism, anti-mechanism, anti-materialism, antirelativism, and anti-skepticism. Plato’s Platonism is an attempt to construct the most
consistent and defensible positive system uniting the five "antis." It is also the system that all
later Platonists throughout Antiquity attributed to Plato when countering attacks from critics
including Peripatetics, Stoics, and Sceptics. In conclusion, Gerson shows that Late Antique
philosophers such as Proclus were right in regarding Plotinus as "the great exegete of the
Platonic revelation."
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Stolen Legacy George G. M. James 2013-04-08 For centuries the world has been misled
about the original source of the Arts and Sciences; for centuries Socrates, Plato and Aristotle
have been falsely idolized as models of intellectual greatness; and for centuries the African
continent has been called the Dark Continent, because Europe coveted the honor of
transmitting to the world, the Arts and Sciences. It is indeed surprising how, for centuries,
the Greeks have been praised by the Western World for intellectual accomplishments which
belong without a doubt to the Egyptians or the peoples of North Africa.
Plato's Progress Gilbert Ryle 1966 Plato's Progress deals with scholarly questions of datings
and developments, showing and demanding familiarity with a wide literature.
Brill's Companion to German Platonism Alan Kim 2019-02-04 In Brill's Companion to the
German Platonism, an international team of scholars traces the interpretation and
appropriation of Plato among German thinkers and writers from Nicholas of Cusa to Peter
Sloterdijk, with special emphasis on nineteenth- and twentieth-century reception.
Plato and the Good Rosemary Desjardins 2003-12-01 This book is an original interpretation of
the idea of the Good that is based on the interplay between words (logoi) and dramatic action
(erga) in Plato’s dialogues Philebus, The Republic, Phaedrus, Euthyphro, and the Apology.
Schleiermacher’s Plato Julia A. Lamm 2021-11-08 Friedrich Schleiermacher’s Platons Werke
(1804–28) changed how we understand Plato. His translation of Plato’s dialogues remained
the authoritative one in the German-speaking world for two hundred years, but it was his
interpretation of Plato and the Platonic corpus, set forth in his Introductions to the dialogues,
that proved so revolutionary for classicists and philosophers worldwide. Schleiermacher
created a Platonic question for the modern world. Yet, in Schleiermacher studies,
surprisingly little is known about Schleiermacher’s deep engagement with Plato.
Schleiermacher’s Plato is the first book-length study of the topic. It addresses two basic
questions: How did Schleiermacher understand Plato? In what ways was Schleiermacher’s
own thought influenced by Plato? Lamm argues that Schleiermacher’s thought was
profoundly influenced by Plato, or rather by his rather distinctive understanding of Plato.
This is true not only of Schleiermacher’s philosophy (Hermeneutics, Dialectics) but also of his
thinking about religion and Christian faith during the first decade of the nineteenth century
(Christmas Dialogue, Speeches on Religion). Schleiermacher’s Plato should be of interest to
classicists, philosophers, theologians, and scholars of religion.
Plato's Late Ontology Kenneth M. Sayre 2005-01-12 Prior to the publication of Plato's Later
Ontology in 1983, there was general agreement among Plato scholars that the theses
attributed to Plato in Book A of Aristotle's Metaphysics can not be found in the dialogues.
Plato's Late Ontology presented a textually based argument that in fact these theses appear
both in the Philebus and in the second part of the Parmenides. The pivotal point of the
argument is a number of synonyms for the expressions used by Aristotle in reporting Plato's
views, found in the Greek commentators on Aristotle writing during the 3rd to the 5th
Century A.D. These synonyms are also used by Plato himself in discussing the theses in
question. The present book is a reprint of Plato's Late Ontology along with a recent article
showing that a subset of these theses can also be found in the section of measurement
appearing in the middle of the Statesman. The argument to this effect is an extension of that
in Plato's Late Ontology, but is supported by a much expanded list of synonyms from the
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Greek Commentators. The appearance of the theses in question in the Statesman augments
the original argument for their presence in the Parmenides and the Philebus.
Plato and Plotinus on Mysticism, Epistemology, and Ethics David J. Yount 2017-02-23
This book argues against the common view that there are no essential differences between
Plato and the Neoplatonist philosopher, Plotinus, on the issues of mysticism, epistemology,
and ethics. Beginning by examining the ways in which Plato and Plotinus claim that it is
possible to have an ultimate experience that answers the most significant philosophical
questions, David J. Yount provides an extended analysis of why we should interpret both
philosophers as mystics. The book then moves on to demonstrate that both philosophers
share a belief in non-discursive knowledge and the methods to attain it, including dialectic
and recollection, and shows that they do not essentially differ on any significant views on
ethics. Making extensive use of primary and secondary sources, Plato and Plotinus on
Mysticism, Epistemology and Ethics shows the similarities between the thought of these two
philosophers on a variety of philosophical questions, such as meditation, divination, wisdom,
knowledge, truth, happiness and love.
Plato's Parmenides Samuel Scolnicov 2003-07-08 Of all Plato’s dialogues, the Parmenides is
notoriously the most difficult to interpret. Scholars of all periods have disagreed about its
aims and subject matter. The interpretations have ranged from reading the dialogue as an
introduction to the whole of Platonic metaphysics to seeing it as a collection of sophisticated
tricks, or even as an elaborate joke. This work presents an illuminating new translation of the
dialogue together with an extensive introduction and running commentary, giving a unified
explanation of the Parmenides and integrating it firmly within the context of Plato's
metaphysics and methodology. Scolnicov shows that in the Parmenides Plato addresses the
most serious challenge to his own philosophy: the monism of Parmenides and the Eleatics. In
addition to providing a serious rebuttal to Parmenides, Plato here re-formulates his own
theory of forms and participation, arguments that are central to the whole of Platonic
thought, and provides these concepts with a rigorous logical and philosophical foundation. In
Scolnicov's analysis, the Parmenides emerges as an extension of ideas from Plato's middle
dialogues and as an opening to the later dialogues. Scolnicov’s analysis is crisp and lucid,
offering a persuasive approach to a complicated dialogue. This translation follows the Greek
closely, and the commentary affords the Greekless reader a clear understanding of how
Scolnicov’s interpretation emerges from the text. This volume will provide a valuable
introduction and framework for understanding a dialogue that continues to generate lively
discussion today.
An Examination of Plato's Doctrines (RLE: Plato) I M Crombie 2012-11-27 Ian Crombie’s
impressive volumes provide a comprehensive interpretation of Plato’s doctrines. Volume 1
contains topics of more general interest and is mainly concerned with what Plato has to say
in the fields of moral philosophy, political philosophy, the philosophy of mind and the
philosophy of religion.
Plato John Niemeyer Findlay 2013-01-30 First published in 1974, J.N. Findlay's classic work
on Plato has now been re-issued.
A History of Ancient Philosophy, Vol. 2 Giovanni Reale 2016-08-23 Excerpt from A
History of Ancient Philosophy, Vol. 2: Plato and Aristotle This second volume of my History of
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Ancient Philosophy contains the treatment of Plato and Aristotle, and hence the most
remarkable heights achieved by Greek thought. We have been concerned with these two
authors many times in wide-rang ing research, but on Plato only in the last few years have we
arrived at a satisfactory summary overview, especially in our work Toward a New Interpreta
tion of Plato. A Rereading of the Metaphysics of the Great Dialogues in the Light of the
Unwritten Doctrines (a preliminary edition in 1984; a revision and amplification as well as a
third and fourth edition in 1986; and in were published). About the Publisher Forgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work.
Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an
imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
A Platonic Philosophy of Religion Daniel A. Dombrowski 2012-02-01 Explores the process or
neoclassical interpretation of Plato's thought on God.
The Emerging Good in Plato's Philebus John V Garner 2017-07-15 Plato’s Philebus
presents a fascinating dialogue between the life of the mind and the life of pleasure. While
Socrates decisively prioritizes the life of reason, he also shows that certain pleasures
contribute to making the good life good. The Emerging Good in Plato’s "Philebus" argues that
the Socratic pleasures of learning emphasize, above all, the importance of being open to
change. John V. Garner convincingly refines previous interpretations and uncovers a
profound thesis in the Philebus: genuine learners find value not only in stable being but also
in the process of becoming. Further, since genuine learning arises in pluralistic communities
where people form and inform one another, those who are truly open to learning are
precisely those who actively shape the betterment of humanity. The Emerging Good in Plato’s
"Philebus" thus connects the Philebus’s grand philosophical ideas about the order of values,
on the one hand, to its intimate and personal account of the experience of learning, on the
other. It shows that this dialogue, while agreeing broadly with themes in more widely studied
works by Plato such as the Republic, Gorgias, and Phaedo, also develops a unique way of
salvaging the whole of human life, including our ever-changing nature.
Plato and Platonism John Niemeyer Findlay 1978 Features information on the Greek
philosopher Plato (c.428-348 B.C.), presented as part of the Catholic Encyclopedia of New
Advent, Inc. Provides a biographical sketch and discusses his works, philosophy, and the
Platonic School.
Plato's Phaedrus Graeme Nicholson 1999 The Pbaedrus lies at the heart of Plato's work, and
the topics it discusses are central to his thought. In its treatment of the topics of the soul, the
ideas and love, it is closely tied to the other dialogues of Plato's "middle period," the Pbaedo,
the Symposium, and the Republic.
Plato Andrew Mason 2014-12-05 Plato (c.428-347 BCE) stands at the beginning of many
debates that have continued throughout the history of philosophy. His literary career
spanned fifty years and the influence of his ideas and those of his followers pervaded
philosophy throughout antiquity. Andrew Mason's lucid and engaging introduction, draws on
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recent scholarship to offer a fresh general survey of Plato's philosophy. Aware of the
methodological challenges that confront any writer on Plato, Mason handles the issue of
Plato's intellectual development and relationship with Socrates with an assured grasp.
Thematically structured, the book begins with Plato's principal contribution to metaphysics,
the 'Theory of Forms', which forms a necessary background to his thought in many areas. His
theory of knowledge, which is intimately linked with the Forms is explored in detail along
with Plato's views of the soul, an important theme in itself and an entry point to discussion of
his ethics, one of Plato's major concerns. Finally, the book deals with two areas of Plato's
thought which have had an especially important historical impact, not confined to academic
philosophy: his theory of God and nature, and his aesthetics. Throughout, Mason highlights
the continuing themes in Plato's work and how they develop from one dialogue to another.
An Examination of Plato's Doctrines: Plato on man and society I. M. Crombie 1962
Plato John Niemeyer Findlay 1974 First published in 1974, J.N. Findlay's classic work on
Plato has now been re-issued.
Plato John Niemayer Findlay 1974
Aristotle and Plotinus on the Intellect Mark J. Nyvlt 2012 The scope of this book is to
revisit the ancient Aristotelian and Plotinian philosophical and metaphysical problem of
dualism and monism with respect to the first principle. Essentially, it defends Aristotle's
position of the primacy of an intelligible first principle over the Plotinian philosophical move
to affirm a principle above Intellect.
Plato John Niemeyer Findlay 2011-10-05 J.N. Findlay, distinguished scholar and
acknowledged expert on Plato, argues persuasively for a new interpretation of the Platonic
writings. He believes that Plato's Unwritten Doctrines were present in the background of all
the great philosopher's mature written work. With the use of Aristotelian and other writings
on these reported doctrines he demonstrates that they admit of an intelligible elucidation and
they direct indispensable light upon the full meaning of the written Dialogues. The author
emphasizes the valuable use of Platonic notions and methods by the Neoplatonists and the
Schoolmen as well as by such modern thinkers as Husserl and Russell. He also censures, as a
great misinterpretation, the widespread Aristotelian view of Platonism as a two-world theory,
and argues that, for Plato, the Ideas and their Principles alone have full reality, everything
else being logically parasitic upon them. The work also includes two important Appendices,
the first providing translations of the Aristotelian and other ancient material regarding
Plato's oral teaching, the second criticizing and refuting the views of Harold F. Cherniss on
the same material.
The Rational Enterprise Rosemary Desjardins 1990-01-01 "Desjardins' conclusion, that the
Theaetetus really does point to a particular theory of knowledge, certainly will be
controversial, since for many people the idea that the Theaetetus fails to define knowledge is
the cornerstone of their interpretation of Plato's later philosophical thought. But whatever
one thinks about the conclusion, it must be agreed that the manner in which it is defended is
intrinsically important. Desjardins starts from the unassailable premise that the dialogues are
internally unified, and that everything in the dialogues is there for a reason. Her method,
then, is to show how some of the features of the dialogue that are usually not taken very
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seriously actually are very important. Of course, she is not the only scholar taking this sort of
tack, but what she makes of the various elements of the Theaetetus is a most impressive
construction.
The Third Way Francisco J. Gonzalez 1995 The study of Plato's dialogues has traditionally
oscillated between two paradigms: one that portrays the dialogues as treatises expounding
doctrines and one that sees them as purely skeptical, rhetorical, or literary. This collection of
new essays by twelve noted Plato scholars illustrates the fruitfulness of breaking away from
those paradigms, which have divided Platonic scholarship and led it to a number of dead
ends. While the essays are diverse in their approaches, each seeks to find a 'third way' to
understand Plato, reading him as neither a dogmatist nor a skeptic but as a philosopher
capable of reconciling the content and form of his writings.
The Other Plato Dmitri Nikulin 2012-12-11 Collected writings on Plato’s unwritten
teachings.
Rethinking Plato Necip Fikri Alican 2012 No new book on Plato can surprise Plato scholars.
For there is nothing new under the sun, nor inside the cave. We have grown complacent in
our preconceptions of Plato, habitually adopting the web of belief that comes with the
canonical corpus. Yet it is not the web itself that stands in the way of progress, but the
tendency to adopt it without question. Rethinking Plato is, as the subtitle suggests, a
Cartesian quest for the real Plato. What makes it Cartesian is that it looks for Plato
independently of the prevailing paradigms on where we are supposed to find him. The result
of the quest is a complete pedagogical platform on Plato. This does not mean that the book
leaves nothing out, covering all the dialogues and all the themes, but that it provides the full
intellectual apparatus for doing just that. It consists of two parts. The first is a general
orientation in three chapters, one each pertaining to the life, thought, and works of Plato. The
second is a dialogic companion covering the four dialogues built around the last days of
Socrates, with a separate chapter devoted to each: Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo.
Rethinking Plato and Platonism de Vogel 2018-07-17
Plato's Forms William A. Welton 2002 The "theory of forms" usually attributed to Plato is
one of the most famous of philosophical theories, yet it has engendered such controversy in
the literature on Plato that scholars even debate whether or not such a theory exists in his
texts. Plato's Forms: Varieties of Interpretation is an ambitious work that brings together, in
a single volume, widely divergent approaches to the topic of the forms in Plato's dialogues.
With contributions rooted in both Anglo-American and Continental philosophy, the book
illustrates the contentious role the forms have played in Platonic scholarship and suggests
new approaches to a central problem of Plato studies.
Pythagoras and the Early Pythagoreans Leonid Zhmud 2012-05-31 Pythagoras (c. 570 - c. 495
BC), arguably the most influential thinker among the Presocratics, emerges in ancient
tradition as a wise teacher, an outstanding mathematician, an influential politician, and as a
religious and ethical reformer. He claimed to possess supernatural powers and was the kind
of personality who attracted legends. In contrast to his controversial and elusive nature, the
early Pythagoreans, such as the doctors Democedes and Alcmaeon, the Olympic victors Milon
and Iccus, the botanist Menestor, the natural philosopher Hippon, and the mathematicians
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Hippasus and Theodorus, all appear in our sources as 'rational' as they can possibly be. It
was this 'normality' that ensured the continued existence of Pythagoreanism as a
philosophical and scientific school till c. 350 BC. This volume offers a comprehensive study of
Pythagoras and the early Pythagoreans through an analysis of the many representations of
the Teacher and his followers, allowing the representations to complement and critique each
other. Relying predominantly on sources dating back to before 300 BC, Zhmud portrays a
more historical picture of Pythagoras, of the society founded by him, and of its religion than
is known from the late antique biographies. In chapters devoted to mathematical and natural
sciences cultivated by the Pythagoreans and to their philosophies, a critical distinction is
made between the theories of individual figures and a generalized 'all-Pythagorean teaching',
which is known from Aristotle.
Why Plato Wrote Danielle S. Allen 2011-07-11 Why Plato Wrote argues that Plato was not
only the world’s first systematic political philosopher, but also the western world’s first thinktank activist and message man. Shows that Plato wrote to change Athenian society and
thereby transform Athenian politics Offers accessible discussions of Plato’s philosophy of
language and political theory Selected by Choice as an Outstanding Academic Title for 2011
Platonism and Naturalism Lloyd P. Gerson 2020-03-15 In his third and concluding volume,
Lloyd P. Gerson presents an innovative account of Platonism, the central tradition in the
history of philosophy, in conjunction with Naturalism, the "anti-Platonism" in antiquity and
contemporary philosophy. Gerson contends that Platonism identifies philosophy with a
distinct subject matter, namely, the intelligible world and seeks to show that the Naturalist
rejection of Platonism entails the elimination of a distinct subject matter for philosophy. Thus,
the possibility of philosophy depends on the truth of Platonism. From Aristotle to Plotinus to
Proclus, Gerson clearly links the construction of the Platonic system well beyond simply
Plato's dialogues, providing strong evidence of the vast impact of Platonism on philosophy
throughout history. Platonism and Naturalism concludes that attempts to seek a
rapprochement between Platonism and Naturalism are unstable and likely indefensible.
Hegel Findlay, J N 2014-04-04 First published in 2002. Written in 1958, this book offers a reexamination of Hegel's work, and is the volume I of a series of seven volumes on his work.
Starting with a biography and the key ideas, the author offers his own explanations of ideas
that are central in Hegel: being the notion of spirit, the dialectical method, the
phenomenology of spirit, the doctrines of being, essence and notion; the philosophy of nature,
absolute knowledge and subjective/objective spirit.
A History of Ancient Philosophy II Giovanni Reale 1990-11-08 In this book Reale presents
Plato and Aristotle. At the center of Reales interpretation of Plato is the fulcrum of the
supersensible, the metaphysical discovery that Plato presented as a result of the Second
Voyage. This discovery of the supersensible is, in Reales view, not only the fundamental
phase of ancient thought, but it also constitutes a milestone on the path of western
philosophy. Reale presents Plato in three different dimensions: the theoretic, the mysticalreligious, and the political. Each of these components takes on meaning from the Second
Voyage. In addition, Reale has shown that only in the light of the Unwritten Doctrines handed
down through the indirect tradition, do these three components, and the Second Voyage
itself, acquire their full meaning, and only in this way is a unitary conception of Platos
thought achieved. The interpretation of Aristotle that Reale proposes depends on his
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interpretation of Plato. Aristotle read without preconceptions is not the antithesis of Plato.
Reale points out that Aristotle was unique among thinkers close to Plato, in being the one
who developed, at least in part, his Second Voyage. The systematic-unitary interpretation of
Aristotle which Reale has previously supported converges with the new systematic-unitary
interpretation of Plato. Certain doctrinal positions which are usually reserved to treatments
in monographs will be explored, because only in this way can the two distinctive traits of
Aristotles thought emerge: the way in which he tries to overcome and confirm the SocraticPlatonic positions, and the way in which he formally creates the system of philosophical
knowledge.
Plotinus the Platonist David J. Yount 2014-10-23 In this insightful new book David J. Yount
argues, against received wisdom, that there are no essential differences between the
metaphysics of Plato and Plotinus. Yount covers the core principles of Plotinian thought: The
One or Good, Intellect, and All-Soul (the Three Hypostases), Beauty, God(s), Forms,
Emanation, Matter, and Evil. After addressing the interpretive issues that surround the
authenticity of Plato's works, Plotinus: The Platonist deftly argues against the commonly held
view that Plotinus is best interpreted as a Neo-Platonist, proposing he should be thought of as
a Platonist proper. Yount presents thorough explanations and quotations from the works of
each classical philosopher to demonstrate his thesis, concluding comprehensively that Plato
and Plotinus do not essentially differ on their metaphysical conceptions. This is an ideal text
for Plato and Plotinus scholars and academics, and excellent supplementary reading for
upper-level undergraduates students and postgraduate students of ancient philosophy.
Plato: A Guide for the Perplexed Gerald A. Press 2007-10-24 It is widely agreed that Plato laid
the foundations for the whole history of western thought and, well over 2000 years later, his
work is still studied by every student of philosophy. Yet his thought and writings continue to
evoke perplexity in readers; and perplexity (aporia) is itself a characteristic of many of his
writings, a recurrent motif of his thought, and apparently an important stage one must pass
through along the path to wisdom that Plato presents. Plato: A Guide for the Perplexed is a
clear and thorough account of Plato's philosophy, his major works and ideas, providing an
ideal guide to the important and complex thought of this key philosopher. The book offers a
detailed review of all the major dialogues and explores the particular perplexities of the
dialogue form. Geared towards the specific requirements of students who need to reach a
sound understanding of Plato's thought, the book also provides a cogent and reliable survey
of the whole history of Platonic interpretation and his far-reaching influence. This is the ideal
companion to the study of this most influential and challenging of philosophers.
Plato John Niemeyer Findlay 2012-10-12 J.N. Findlay, distinguished scholar and
acknowledged expert on Plato, argues persuasively for a new interpretation of the Platonic
writings. He believes that Plato's Unwritten Doctrines were present in the background of all
the great philosopher's mature written work. With the use of Aristotelian and other writings
on these reported doctrines he demonstrates that they admit of an intelligible elucidation and
they direct indispensable light upon the full meaning of the written Dialogues. The author
emphasizes the valuable use of Platonic notions and methods by the Neoplatonists and the
Schoolmen as well as by such modern thinkers as Husserl and Russell. He also censures, as a
great misinterpretation, the widespread Aristotelian view of Platonism as a two-world theory,
and argues that, for Plato, the Ideas and their Principles alone have full reality, everything
else being logically parasitic upon them. The work also includes two important Appendices,
plato-plato-the-written-and-unwritten-doctrines-r

9/10

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on September 28, 2022 by guest

the first providing translations of the Aristotelian and other ancient material regarding
Plato's oral teaching, the second criticizing and refuting the views of Harold F. Cherniss on
the same material.
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