Shakespeare S Language
If you ally infatuation such a referred shakespeare s language book that will give you worth, acquire the
extremely best seller from us currently from several preferred authors. If you want to droll books, lots of
novels, tale, jokes, and more fictions collections are with launched, from best seller to one of the most current
released.
You may not be perplexed to enjoy every books collections shakespeare s language that we will categorically
offer. It is not on the order of the costs. Its very nearly what you obsession currently. This shakespeare s
language, as one of the most operational sellers here will categorically be accompanied by the best options to
review.

Shakespeare's Binding Language John Kerrigan 2016-03-10 This remarkable, innovative book explores the
significance in Shakespeare's plays of oaths, vows, contracts, pledges and the other utterances and acts by which
characters commit themselves to the truth of things past, present, and to come. In early modern England, such
binding language was everywhere. Oaths of office, marriage vows, legal bonds, and casual, everyday profanity
gave shape and texture to life. The proper use of such language, and the extent of its power to bind, was argued
over by lawyers, religious writers, and satirists, and these debates inform literature and drama. Shakespeare's
Binding Language gives a freshly researched account of these contexts, but it is focused on the plays. What
motives should we look for when characters asseverate or promise? How far is binding language self-persuasive or
deceptive? When is it allowable to break a vow? How do oaths and promises structure an audience's
expectations? Across the sweep of Shakespeare's career, from the early histories to the late romances, this book
opens new perspectives on key dramatic moments and illuminates language and action. Each chapter gives an
account of a play or group of plays, yet the study builds to a sustained investigation of some of the most
important systems, institutions, and controversies in early modern England, and of the wiring of Shakespearean
dramaturgy. Scholarly but accessible, and offering startling insights, this is a major contribution to Shakespeare
studies by one of the leading figures in the field.
Shakespeare's English Keith Johnson 2014-05-01 Shakespeare's English: A Practical Linguistic Guide provides
students with a solid grounding for understanding the language of Shakespeare and its place within the
development of English. With a prime focus on Shakespeare and his works, Keith Johnson covers all aspects of his
language (vocabulary, grammar, sounds, rhetorical structure etc.), and gives illuminating background information
on the linguistic context of the Elizabethan Age. As well as providing a unique introduction to the subject,
Johnson encourages a "hands-on" approach, guiding students, through the use of activities, towards an
understanding of how Shakespeare's English works. This book offers: · A unique approach to the study of Early
Modern English which enables students to engage independently with the topic · Clear and engagingly written
explanations of linguistic concepts · Plentiful examples and activities, including suggestions for further work · A
glossary, further reading suggestions and guidance to relevant websites Shakespeare's English is perfect for
undergraduate students following courses that combine English language, linguistics and literature, or anyone
with an interest in knowing more about the language with which Shakespeare worked his literary magic.
The Literary Language of Shakespeare S.S. Hussey 2018-10-08 Professor Hussey looks at the vocabulary,
syntax and register of Renaissance English, following this with a more detailed analysis of particular kinds of
language in the plays such as prose, verse, rhetoric and the soliloquy. For this new edition, the text has been
revised throughout with, in particular, a completely new chapter providing detailed readings of selected plays,
illustrating the ways particular aspects of language can be studied in practice.
Shakespeare's Words Ben Crystal 2004-04-01 A vital resource for scholars, students and actors, this book
contains glosses and quotes for over 14,000 words that could be misunderstood by or are unknown to a modern
audience. Displayed panels look at such areas of Shakespeare's language as greetings, swear-words and terms of
address. Plot summaries are included for all Shakespeare's plays and on the facing page is a unique diagramatic
representation of the relationships within each play.
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The Works of William Shakespeare William Shakespeare 1623
The Language of Shakespeare's Plays Benjamin Ifor Evans 1985 This volume explores the function of verse in drama
and the developing way in which Shakespeare controlled the rhetorical and decorative elements of speech for the
dramatic purpose.
Shakespeare's Words David Crystal 2002-12-31 A vital resource for scholars, students and actors, this book
contains glosses and quotes for over 14,000 words that could be misunderstood by or are unknown to a modern
audience. Displayed panels look at such areas of Shakespeare's language as greetings, swear-words and terms of
address. Plot summaries are included for all Shakespeare's plays and on the facing page is a unique diagramatic
representation of the relationships within each play.
Shakespeare's Other Language Ruth Nevo 2021-03-31 Shakespeare’s last plays, the tragicomic Romances, are
notoriously strange plays, riddled with fabulous events and incredible coincidences, magic and dream. These
features have sometimes been interpreted as the carelessness of an of an aging dramatist weary of his craft, or
justified as folklore motifs, suitable to the romance tale. But neither view explains the fascination and power these
plays still exert. Originally published in 1987, Ruth Nevo’s book offers a reading of the plays which invokes the
findings and methods of post-psychoanalytic semiotics. Drawing on a Lacanian model of the "textual
unconscious", she embarks on searching analyses of Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter’s Tale, and The Tempest,
brilliantly illuminating their apparent absurdities and anomalies, their bizarre or preposterous events and
obscurely motivated actions, their often puzzling syntax. Her investigation of the plays’ informing fantasies
produces unified and enriched readings which serve both to rehabilitate those plays which have been less than highly
thought of, and to disclose new significance in the acknowledged masterpieces.
Shakespeare's Sexual Language Gordon Williams 2006-09-01 Focuses on Shakespeare's sexual language, some of
which is notoriously difficult to unravel and whose roots go back into earlier literature. This is a comprehensive
but concise reference guide to sexual language and imagery in Shakespeare.
The Two Gentlemen of Verona William Shakespeare 2011-08-23 While the word “gentlemen” suggests that its
heroes are adults, The Two Gentlemen of Verona is more intelligible if we think of them as boys, leaving home for
the first time. One has a crush on a girl, Julia, though he hasn’t yet told her. Sent to court to learn to be “perfect
gentlemen,” Valentine and Proteus are derailed by their attraction to Sylvia, the ruler’s daughter. Valentine’s
mental denseness does not deter Sylvia from returning his love, but he is caught, and banished, when he tries to
elope with her. Proteus’ desire for Sylvia wipes out his former love, leading him into despicable acts that win scorn
from Sylvia and wound Julia, who has pursued him disguised as a boy. When Sylvia follows Valentine into
banishment, Proteus follows Sylvia, and Julia follows Proteus, the stage is set for a disturbing ending. But the
stage is also set for the “gentlemen” to take small steps toward maturity. The authoritative edition of The Two
Gentlemen of Verona from The Folger Shakespeare Library, the trusted and widely used Shakespeare series for
students and general readers, includes: -The exact text of the printed book for easy cross-reference -Hundreds of
hypertext links for instant navigation -Freshly edited text based on the best early printed version of the play -Full
explanatory notes conveniently placed on pages facing the text of the play -Scene-by-scene plot summaries -A key
to the play’s famous lines and phrases -An introduction to reading Shakespeare’s language -An essay by a leading
Shakespeare scholar providing a modern perspective on the play -Fresh images from the Folger Shakespeare Library’s
vast holdings of rare books -An annotated guide to further reading Essay by Jeffrey Masten The Folger
Shakespeare Library in Washington, DC, is home to the world’s largest collection of Shakespeare’s printed works,
and a magnet for Shakespeare scholars from around the globe. In addition to exhibitions open to the public
throughout the year, the Folger offers a full calendar of performances and programs. For more information, visit
Folger.edu.
Shakespeare in Modern English Translated by Hugh Macdonald 2016-12-05 Shakespeare in Modern English breaks
the taboo about Shakespeare’s texts, which have long been regarded as sacred and untouchable while being widely
and freely translated into foreign languages. It is designed to make Shakespeare more easily understood in the
theatre without dumbing down or simplifying the content. Shakespeare’s ‘As You Like It’, ‘Coriolanus’ and ‘The
Tempest’ are presented in Macdonald’s book in modern English. They show that these great plays lose nothing by
being acted or read in the language we all use today. Shakespeare’s language is poetic, elaborately rich and
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memorable, but much of it is very difficult to comprehend in the theatre when we have no notes to explain allusions,
obsolete vocabulary and whimsical humour. Foreign translations of Shakespeare are normally into their modern
language. So why not ours too? The purpose in rendering Shakespeare into modern English is to enhance the
enjoyment and understanding of audiences in the theatre. The translations are not designed for children or dummies,
but for those who want to understand Shakespeare better, especially in the theatre. Shakespeare in Modern English
will appeal to those who want to understand the rich and poetical language of Shakespeare in a more
comprehensible way. It is also a useful tool for older students studying Shakespeare.
Titus Andronicus William Shakespeare 1889
Richard III. William Shakespeare 1597
Shakespeare's Language Keith Johnson 2019-01-23 In Shakespeare’s Language, Keith Johnson offers an overview of
the rich and dynamic history of the reception and study of Shakespeare’s language from his death right up to the
present. Tracing a chronological history of Shakespeare’s language, Keith Johnson also picks up on classic and
contemporary themes, such as: lexical and digital studies original pronunciation rhetoric grammar. The historical
approach provides a comprehensive overview, plotting the attitudes towards Shakespeare’s language, as well as
a history of its study. This approach reveals how different cultural and literary trends have moulded these
attitudes and reflects changing linguistic climates; the book also includes a chapter that looks to the future.
Shakespeare’s Language is therefore not only an essential guide to the language of Shakespeare, but it offers
crucial insights to broader approaches to language as a whole.
The Taming of the Shrew William Shakespeare 1921
The Merchant of Venice William Shakespeare 1734

Shakespeare's Sublime Pathos Jonathan P. A. Sell 2021-07-30 Shakespeare’s Sublime Pathos: Person, Audience,
Language breaks new ground in providing a sustained, demystifying treatment of its subject and looking for answers
to basic questions regarding the creation, experience, aesthetics and philosophy of Shakespearean sublimity. More
specifically, it explores how Shakespeare generates experiences of sublime pathos, for which audiences have been
prepared by the sublime ethos described in the companion volume, Shakespeare’s Sublime Ethos. To do so, it examines
Shakespeare’s model of mutualistic character, in which "entangled" language brokers a psychic communion between
fictive persons and real-life audiences and readers. In the process, Sublime Critical platitudes regarding
Shakespeare’s liberating ambiguity and invention of the human are challenged, while the sympathetic imagination is
reinstated as the linchpin of the playwright’s sublime effects. As the argument develops, the Shakespearean sublime
emerges as an emotional state of vulnerable exhilaration leading to an ethically uplifting openness towards
others and an epistemologically bracing awareness of human unknowability. Taken together, Shakespeare’s Sublime
Pathos and Shakespeare’s Sublime Ethos show how Shakespearean drama integrates matter and spirit on
hierarchical planes of cognition and argue that, ultimately, his is an immanent sublimity of the here-and-now
enfolding a transcendence which may be imagined, simulated or evoked, but never achieved.
William Shakespeare's Star Wars Ian Doescher 2013-07-09 The New York Times Best Seller Experience the Star
Wars saga reimagined as an Elizabethan drama penned by William Shakespeare himself, complete with authentic meter
and verse, and theatrical monologues and dialogue by everyone from Darth Vader to R2D2. Return once more to a
galaxy far, far away with this sublime retelling of George Lucas’s epic Star Wars in the style of the immortal
Bard of Avon. The saga of a wise (Jedi) knight and an evil (Sith) lord, of a beautiful princess held captive and a
young hero coming of age, Star Wars abounds with all the valor and villainy of Shakespeare’s greatest plays.
Authentic meter, stage directions, reimagined movie scenes and dialogue, and hidden Easter eggs throughout will
entertain and impress fans of Star Wars and Shakespeare alike. Every scene and character from the film appears in
the play, along with twenty woodcut-style illustrations that depict an Elizabethan version of the Star Wars
galaxy. Zounds! This is the book you’re looking for.
The Cambridge Companion to Shakespeare's Language Lynne Magnusson 2019-08-08 Illuminates the pleasures and
challenges of Shakespeare's complex language for today's students, teachers, actors and theatre-goers.
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Reading Shakespeare's Dramatic Language Sylvia Adamson 2001 Collection of short essays in two parts: Pt. 1:
The language of Shakespeare's plays: Pt. 2: Reading Shakespeare's English.
Shakespeare's Universe of Discourse Keir Elam 1984-06-21 This book makes ample use of approaches to language
within linguistics, semiotics, the philosophy of language and sociology, in order to do justice to the subtlety of
Shakespeare's verbal artistry. Keir Elam adopts a fresh approach to the language of Shakespeare's comedies,
considering it not simply as 'style' but as the principal dramatic and comic substance of the plays. Traditional
analysis of the language as 'diction', 'expression' or 'verbal structure' is not adequate to describe the range and
importance of linguistic functions in these plays. This book shows that in Shakespearean comedy language, or
rather 'discourse', language in use, is always a dynamic, active protagonist of the drama. The author explores the
extraordinary gamut of verbal activities or 'language-games' that contribute to the rich rhetorical make-up of
the comedies. The historical framework complements the application of critical theory which will assure a
readership among students and teachers of Shakespeare as well as those interested in liguistics and semiotics.
Love's Labour's Lost William Shakespeare 1901

Shakespeare's Common Prayers Daniel Swift 2012-10-05 Societies and entire nations draw their identities from
certain founding documents, whether charters, declarations, or manifestos. The Book of Common Prayer figures as
one of the most crucial in the history of the English-speaking peoples. First published in 1549 to make accessible the
devotional language of the late Henry the VIII's new church, the prayer book was a work of monumental religious,
political, and cultural importance. Within its rituals, prescriptions, proscriptions, and expressions were fought
the religious wars of the age of Shakespeare. This diminutive book--continuously reformed and revised--was how
that age defined itself. In Shakespeare's Common Prayers, Daniel Swift makes dazzling and original use of this
foundational text, employing it as an entry-point into the works of England's most celebrated writer. Though
commonly neglected as a source for Shakespeare's work, Swift persuasively and conclusively argues that the
Book of Common Prayer was absolutely essential to the playwright. It was in the Book's ambiguities and its fierce
contestations that Shakespeare found the ready elements of drama: dispute over words and their practical
consequences, hope for sanctification tempered by fear of simple meaninglessness, and the demand for improvised
performance as compensation for the failure of language to fulfill its promises. What emerges is nothing less than
a portrait of Shakespeare at work: absorbing, manipulating, reforming, and struggling with the explosive chemistry
of word and action that comprised early modern liturgy. Swift argues that the Book of Common Prayer mediates
between the secular and the devotional, producing a tension that makes Shakespeare's plays so powerful and
exceptional. Tracing the prayer book's lines and motions through As You Like It, Hamlet, Twelfth Night, Measure
for Measure, Othello, and particularly Macbeth, Swift reveals how the greatest writer of the age--of perhaps
any age--was influenced and guided by its most important book.
The Eternal Church Bill Hamon 2011-07-28 Hamon takes readers on a journey throughout the history of the
church. Beginning at the origination of the church in the 1st Century, he proceeds to its deterioration during the
Middle Ages to the restoration of the church from the time of the Reformation to the present.
Shakespeare's Language Frank Kermode 2001-08 Plumbing the sweet mysteries of Shakespeare's "language," the
author argues that the Bard's tragedies were probably difficult even for his contemporaries to understand and
identifies a shift in Shakespeare's use of language around 1600. Reprint. 15,000 first printing.

A Grammar of Shakespeare's Language Norman Blake 2017-03-14 When you read Shakespeare or watch a
performance of one of his plays, do you find yourself wondering what it was he actually meant? Do you consult
modern editions of Shakespeare's plays only to find that your questions still remain unanswered? A Grammar of
Shakespeare's Language, the first comprehensive grammar of Shakespeare's language for over one hundred years,
will help you find out exactly what Shakespeare meant. Steering clear of linguistic jargon, Professor Blake
provides a detailed analysis of Shakespeare's language. He includes accounts of the morphology and syntax of
different parts of speech, as well as highlighting features such as concord, negation, repetition and ellipsis. He
treats not only traditional features such as the make-up of clauses, but also how language is used in various
forms of conversational exchange, such as forms of address, discourse markers, greetings and farewells. This book
will help you to understand much that may have previously seemed difficult or incomprehensible, thus enhancing
your enjoyment of his plays.
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Think on My Words David Crystal 2012-03-29 So how can we better understand Shakespeare? David Crystal
provides a lively and original introduction to Shakespeare's language, making his plays easily accessible to
modern-day audiences.
Shakespeare's Medical Language: A Dictionary Sujata Iyengar 2014-02-27 Physicians, readers and scholars have
long been fascinated by Shakespeare's medical language and the presence of healers, wise women and surgeons in his
work. This dictionary includes entries about ailments, medical concepts, cures and, taking into account recent
critical work on the early modern body, bodily functions, parts, and pathologies in Shakespeare. Shakespeare's
Medical Language will provide a comprehensive guide for those needing to understand specific references in the plays,
in particular, archaic diagnoses or therapies ('choleric', 'tub-fast') and words that have changed their meanings
('phlegmatic', 'urinal'); those who want to learn more about early modern medical concepts ('elements', 'humors');
and those who might have questions about the embodied experience of living in Shakespeare's England. Entries reveal
what terms and concepts might mean in the context of Shakespeare's plays, and the significance that a particular
disease, body part or function has in individual plays and the Shakespearean corpus at large.

Teaching Shakespeare to ESL Students Leung Che Miriam Lau 2016-09-23 This is a teacher’s resource book
tailor-made for EFL teachers who want to bring Shakespeare into their classes. It includes forty innovative
lesson plans with ready-to-use worksheets, hands-on games and student-oriented activities that help EFL learners
achieve higher levels of English proficiency and cultural sensitivity. By introducing the plots, characters, and
language arts employed in Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Taming of the Shrew, and The Merchant of Venice, the
book conveys English grammatical rules and aspects like a walk in the garden; complicated rhetorical features
such as stress, meter, rhyme, homonymy, irony, simile, metaphor, euphemism, parallelism, unusual word order, etc.
are taught through meaning-driven games and exercises. Besides developing EFL learners’ English language skills, it
also includes practical extended tasks that enhance higher-order thinking skills, encouraging reflection on the
central themes in Shakespeare’s plays.
Shakespeare: The Basics Sean McEvoy 2002-01-04 Aimed squarely at the student new to Shakespeare, this
volume provides a through introduction to the plays, based on the exciting new approaches shaping the field of
Shakespeare studies. The author offers a refreshingly clear guide to Shakespeare's language; the plays as
performance texts; the cultural and political contexts of the plays; early modern theatre practice; new
understandings of the major genres.
As You Like it William Shakespeare 1788

This Is Shakespeare Emma Smith 2020-03-31 An electrifying new study that investigates the challenges of the
Bard’s inconsistencies and flaws, and focuses on revealing—not resolving—the ambiguities of the plays and their
changing topicality A genius and prophet whose timeless works encapsulate the human condition like no other. A
writer who surpassed his contemporaries in vision, originality, and literary mastery. A man who wrote like an
angel, putting it all so much better than anyone else. Is this Shakespeare? Well, sort of. But it doesn’t tell us the
whole truth. So much of what we say about Shakespeare is either not true, or just not relevant. In This Is
Shakespeare, Emma Smith—an intellectually, theatrically, and ethically exciting writer—takes us into a world
of politicking and copycatting, as we watch Shakespeare emulating the blockbusters of Christopher Marlowe and
Thomas Kyd (the Spielberg and Tarantino of their day), flirting with and skirting around the cutthroat issues of
succession politics, religious upheaval, and technological change. Smith writes in strikingly modern ways about
individual agency, privacy, politics, celebrity, and sex. Instead of offering the answers, the Shakespeare she reveals
poses awkward questions, always inviting the reader to ponder ambiguities.
Shakespeare and Language Catherine M. S. Alexander 2004-09-30 Publisher Description
Henry V William Shakespeare 1956
Shakespeare's Use of the Arts of Language Sister Miriam Joseph 2016-04-23 The contribution of the present work
is to present in organized detail essentially complete the general theory of composition current during the
Renaissance (as contrasted with special theories for particular forms of composition) and the illustration of
Shakespeare’s use of it. It is organized as follows: Part One: Introduction I. The General Theory of Composition
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and of Reading in Shakespeare’s England 1. The Concept of Art in Renaissance England 2. Training in the Arts in
Renaissance England 3. The English Works on Logic and Rhetoric 4. The Tradition 5. Invention and Disposition Part
Two. Shakespeare’s Use of the Theory II. Shakespeare’s Use of the Schemes of Grammar, Vices of Language, and
Figures of Repetition 1. The Schemes of Grammar 2. The Vices of Language 3. The Figures of Repetition III. Logos: The
Topics of Invention 1. Inartificial Arguments or Testimony 2. Definition 3. Division: Genus and Species, Whole and
Parts 4. Subject and Adjuncts 5. Contraries and Contradictories 6. Similarity and Dissimilarity 7. Comparison:
Greater, Equal, Less 8. Cause and Effect, Antecedent and Consequent 9. Notation and Conjugates IV. Logos:
Argumentation 1. Syllogistic Reasoning 2. Fallacious Reasoning 3. Disputation V. Pathos and Ethos 1. Pathos 2.
Ethos Part Three. The General Theory of Composition and Reading as Defined and Illustrated by Tudor Logicians
and Rhetoricians VI. Schemes of Grammar, Vices of Language, and Figures of Repetition 1. The Schemes of Grammar 2.
Vices of Language VII. Logos: The Topics of Invention 1. Inartificial Arguments or Testimony 2. Definition 3.
Division: Genus and Species, Whole and Parts 4. Subject and Adjuncts 5. Contraries and Contradictories 6.
Similarity and Dissimilarity 7. Comparison: Greater, Equal, Less 8. Cause and Effect, Antecedent and Consequent 9.
Notation and Conjugates 10. Genesis or Composition 11. Analysis or Reading VIII. Logos: Argumentation 1.
Syllogistic Reasoning 2. Fallacious Reasoning 3. Disputation IX. Pathos and Ethos 1. Pathos 2. Ethos

Sonnets William Shakespeare 2014-12-16 Among the most enduring poetry of all time, William Shakespeare’s 154
sonnets address such eternal themes as love, beauty, honesty, and the passage of time. Written primarily in fourline stanzas and iambic pentameter, Shakespeare’s sonnets are now recognized as marking the beginning of modern love
poetry. The sonnets have been translated into all major written languages and are frequently used at romantic
celebrations. Known as “The Bard of Avon,” William Shakespeare is arguably the greatest English-language writer
known. Enormously popular during his life, Shakespeare’s works continue to resonate more than three centuries
after his death, as has his influence on theatre and literature. Shakespeare’s innovative use of character, language,
and experimentation with romance as tragedy served as a foundation for later playwrights and dramatists, and
some of his most famous lines of dialogue have become part of everyday speech. HarperPerennial Classics brings
great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook production and
celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your
digital library.
Shakespeare's Language in Digital Media Janelle Jenstad 2017-12-22 The authors of this book ask how digital
research tools are changing the ways in which practicing editors historicize Shakespeare's language. Scholars now
encounter, interpret, and disseminate Shakespeare's language through an increasing variety of digital resources,
including online editions such as the Internet Shakespeare Editions (ISE), searchable lexical corpora such as the
Early English Books Online-Text Creation Partnership (EEBO-TCP) or the Lexicons of Early Modern English (LEME)
collections, high-quality digital facsimiles such as the Folger Shakespeare Library's Digital Image Collection,
text visualization tools such as Voyant, apps for reading and editing on mobile devices, and more. What new
insights do these tools offer about the ways Shakespeare's words made meaning in their own time? What kinds of
historical or historicizing arguments can digital editions make about Shakespeare's language? A growing body of
work in the digital humanities allows textual critics to explore new approaches to editing in digital environments,
and enables language historians to ask and answer new questions about Shakespeare's words. The authors in this
unique book explicitly bring together the two fields of textual criticism and language history in an exploration of
the ways in which new tools are expanding our understanding of Early Modern English.
King John William Shakespeare 1993
Shakespeare's Language Eugene F. Shewmaker 2008-01-01 Explains the meaning of thousands of words as they are
used in Shakespeare, and provides a quote using the word in context.
Shakespeare and the Arts of Language Russ McDonald 2001-02-01 Oxford Shakespeare Topics provide students
and teachers with short books on important aspects of Shakespeare criticism and scholarship. Each book is written
by an authority in its field, and combines accessible style with original discussion of its subject. Notes and a
critical guide to further reading equip the interested reader with the means to broaden research. For the modern
reader or playgoer, English as Shakespeare used it can seem alien and puzzling: vocabulary and grammar are in
transition, pronouns and verb-forms can seem unfamiliar. Moreover, the conventions of poetic drama may also pose
an impediment. Shakespeare and the Arts of Language provides a clear and helpful guide to the linguistic and
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rhetorical dimensions of the plays and poems. Written in a lucid, non-technical style, the book starts with the
story of how the English language changed throughout the sixteenth century. Subsequent chapters define
Shakespeare's main artistic tools and illustrate their poetic and theatrical contributions: Renaissance rhetoric,
imagery and metaphor, blank verse, prose speech, and wordplay. The conclusion surveys Shakespeare's multiple and
often conflicting ideas about language, encompassing both his enthusiasm at what words can do for us and his
suspicion of what words can do to us. Throughout, Russ McDonald helps his readers to appreciate a play's
concerns and theatrical effects by thinking about its language in relation to other writings of the period. He also
emphasizes pleasure in the physical properties of Shakespeare's words: their colour, weight, and texture, the appeal
of verbal patterns, and the irresistible power of intensified language.
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