The Altruists A Novel
Eventually, you will extremely discover a additional experience and expertise by spending
more cash. yet when? realize you recognize that you require to acquire those all needs in
imitation of having signiﬁcantly cash? Why dont you try to get something basic in the
beginning? Thats something that will lead you to comprehend even more something like the
globe, experience, some places, in the same way as history, amusement, and a lot more?
It is your unquestionably own get older to fake reviewing habit. in the course of guides you
could enjoy now is the altruists a novel below.

The Altruists Nicky Silver 2001 THE STORY: THE ALTRUISTS revolves around a dedicated, if
disorganized and demented, group of young radicals. These are the kids who protest. They
protest arts funding and arms funding. They protest school cutbacks and AIDS cutbacks and
welfare cutb
Dog Susan McHugh 2004-08-04 Dogs are perhaps our most popular pets, and certainly one of
the best-loved of all animals. They are not only humanity’s best friend, they are also its oldest:
burial sites dating back 12,000 years indicate that dogs moved alongside prehistoric peoples
before, during and after both species settled the world. The story of the canine has been
fundamentally entwined with that of humanity since the earliest times, and this ancient and
fascinating story is told in Susan McHugh’s Dog. This book unravels the debate about whether
dogs are descended from wolves, and moves on to deal with canines in mythology, religion
and health, dog cults in ancient and medieval civilizations as disparate as Alaska, Greece, Peru
and Persia, and traces correspondences between the histories of dogs in the Far East, Europe,
Africa and the Americas. Dog also examines the relatively recent phenomenon of dog breeding
and the invention of species, as well as the canine’s role in science fact and ﬁction; from Laika,
the ﬁrst astronaut, and Pavlov’s famous conditioned dogs, through to science ﬁction novels
and cult ﬁlms such as A Boy and his Dog. Susan McHugh shows how dogs today contribute to
human lives in a huge number of ways, not only as pets and guide dogs but also as sources of
food in Asia, entertainment workers, and scientiﬁc and religious objects. Dog reveals how we
have shaped these animals over the millennia, and in turn, how dogs have shaped us.
Strangers Drowning Larissa MacFarquhar 2016-09-27 What does it mean to devote yourself
wholly to helping others? In Strangers Drowning, Larissa MacFarquhar seeks out people living
lives of extreme ethical commitment and tells their deeply intimate stories; their stubborn
integrity and their compromises; their bravery and their recklessness; their joys and defeats
and wrenching dilemmas. A couple adopts two children in distress. But then they think: If they
can change two lives, why not four? Or ten? They adopt twenty. But how do they weigh the
needs of unknown children in distress against the needs of the children they already have?
Another couple founds a leprosy colony in the wilderness in India, living in huts with no walls,
knowing that their two small children may contract leprosy or be eaten by panthers. The
children survive. But what if they hadn’t? How would their parents’ risk have been judged? A
woman believes that if she spends money on herself, rather than donate it to buy life-saving
medicine, then she’s responsible for the deaths that result. She lives on a fraction of her
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income, but wonders: when is compromise self-indulgence and when is it essential? We honor
such generosity and high ideals; but when we call people do-gooders there is skepticism in it,
even hostility. Why do moral people make us uneasy? Between her stories, MacFarquhar
threads a lively history of the literature, philosophy, social science, and self-help that have
contributed to a deep suspicion of do-gooders in Western culture. Through its sympathetic and
beautifully vivid storytelling, Strangers Drowning confronts us with fundamental questions
about what it means to be human. In a world of strangers drowning in need, how much should
we help, and how much can we help? Is it right to care for strangers even at the expense of
those we are closest to? Moving and provocative, Strangers Drowning challenges us to think
about what we value most, and why.
The Altruists Andrew Ridker 2019 Arthur Alter, a middling professor at a Midwestern college,
can't aﬀord his mortgage, he's exasperated his much-younger girlfriend, and his kids won't
speak to him. And then there's the money - the small fortune his late wife Francine kept
secret, which she bequeathed directly to his children. On the verge of losing the family home,
Arthur invites his children back to St. Louis under the guise of a reconciliation
Goodness and the Literary Imagination Toni Morrison 2019-10-15 What exactly is goodness?
Where is it found in the literary imagination? Toni Morrison, one of American letters’ greatest
voices, pondered these perplexing questions in her celebrated Ingersoll Lecture, delivered at
Harvard University in 2012 and published now for the ﬁrst time. Perhaps because it is
overshadowed by the more easily deﬁned evil, goodness often escapes our attention.
Recalling many literary examples, from Ahab to Coetzee’s Michael K, Morrison seeks the
essence of goodness and ponders its signiﬁcant place in her writing. She considers the concept
in relation to unforgettable characters from her own works of ﬁction and arrives at conclusions
that are both eloquent and edifying. In a lively interview conducted for this book, Morrison
further elaborates on her lecture’s ideas, discussing goodness not only in literature but in
society and history—particularly black history, which has responded to centuries of brutality
with profound creativity. Morrison’s essay is followed by a series of responses by scholars in
the ﬁelds of religion, ethics, history, and literature to her thoughts on goodness and evil,
mercy and love, racism and self-destruction, language and liberation, together with close
examination of literary and theoretical expressions from her works. Each of these
contributions, written by a scholar of religion, considers the legacy of slavery and how it
continues to shape our memories, our complicities, our outcries, our lives, our communities,
our literature, and our faith. In addition, the contributors engage the religious orientation in
Morrison’s novels so that readers who encounter her many memorable characters such as
Sula, Beloved, or Frank Money will learn and appreciate how Morrison’s notions of goodness
and mercy also reﬂect her understanding of the sacred and the human spirit.
The Altruistic Urge Stephanie D. Preston 2022-05-03 Ordinary people can perform acts of
astonishing selﬂessness, sometimes even putting their lives on the line. A pregnant woman
saw a dorsal ﬁn and blood in the water—and dove right in to pull her wounded husband to
safety. Remarkably, some even leap into action to save complete strangers: one New York
man jumped onto the subway tracks to rescue a boy who had fallen into the path of an
oncoming train. Such behavior is not uniquely human. Researchers have found that mother
rodents are highly motivated to bring newborn pups—not just their own—back to safety. What
do these stories have in common, and what do they reveal about the instinct to protect
others? In The Altruistic Urge, Stephanie D. Preston explores how and why we developed a
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surprisingly powerful drive to help the vulnerable. She argues that the neural and
psychological mechanisms that evolved to safeguard oﬀspring also motivate people to save
strangers in need of immediate aid. Eye-catching dramatic rescues bear a striking similarity to
how other mammals retrieve their young and help explain more mundane forms of support
like donating money. Merging extensive interdisciplinary research that spans psychology,
neuroscience, neurobiology, and evolutionary biology, Preston develops a groundbreaking
model of altruistic responses. Her theory accounts for extraordinary feats of bravery, all-toocommon apathy, and everything in between—and it can also be deployed to craft more
eﬀective appeals to assist those in need.
Empathy and the Novel Suzanne Keen 2007-04-19 Does empathy felt while reading ﬁction
actually cultivate a sense of connection, leading to altruistic actions on behalf of real others?
Empathy and the Novel presents a comprehensive account of the relationships among novel
reading, empathy, and altruism. Drawing on psychology, narrative theory, neuroscience,
literary history, philosophy, and recent scholarship in discourse processing, Keen brings
together resources and challenges for the literary study of empathy and the psychological
study of ﬁction reading. Empathy robustly enters into aﬀective responses to ﬁction, yet its role
in shaping the behavior of emotional readers has been debated for three centuries. Keen
surveys these debates and illustrates the techniques that invite empathetic response. She
argues that the perception of ﬁctiveness increases the likelihood of readers' empathy in part
by releasing them from the guarded responses necessitated by the demands of real others.
Narrative empathy is a strategy and subject of contemporary novelists from around the world,
writers who tacitly endorse the potential universality of human emotions when they call upon
their readers' empathy. If narrative empathy is to be taken seriously, Keen suggests, then
women's reading and responses to popular ﬁction occupy a central position in literary inquiry,
and cognitive literary studies should extend its range beyond canonical novels. In short, Keen's
study extends the playing ﬁeld for literature practitioners, causing it to resemble more closely
that wide open landscape inhabited by readers.
Doing Good Better William MacAskill 2015-07-28 Most of us want to make a diﬀerence. We
donate our time and money to charities and causes we deem worthy, choose careers we
consider meaningful, and patronize businesses and buy products we believe make the world a
better place. Unfortunately, we often base these decisions on assumptions and emotions
rather than facts. As a result, even our best intentions often lead to ineﬀective—and
sometimes downright harmful—outcomes. How can we do better? While a researcher at
Oxford, trying to ﬁgure out which career would allow him to have the greatest impact, William
MacAskill confronted this problem head on. He discovered that much of the potential for
change was being squandered by lack of information, bad data, and our own prejudice. As an
antidote, he and his colleagues developed eﬀective altruism, a practical, data-driven approach
that allows each of us to make a tremendous diﬀerence regardless of our resources. Eﬀective
altruists believe that it’s not enough to simply do good; we must do good better. At the core of
this philosophy are ﬁve key questions that help guide our altruistic decisions: How many
people beneﬁt, and by how much? Is this the most eﬀective thing I can do? Is this area
neglected? What would have happened otherwise? What are the chances of success, and how
good would success be? By applying these questions to real-life scenarios, MacAskill shows
how many of our assumptions about doing good are misguided. For instance, he argues one
can potentially save more lives by becoming a plastic surgeon rather than a heart surgeon;
measuring overhead costs is an inaccurate gauge of a charity’s eﬀectiveness; and, it generally
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doesn’t make sense for individuals to donate to disaster relief. MacAskill urges us to think
diﬀerently, set aside biases, and use evidence and careful reasoning rather than act on
impulse. When we do this—when we apply the head and the heart to each of our altruistic
endeavors—we ﬁnd that each of us has the power to do an astonishing amount of good.
Sweetwater Roxana Robinson 2007-12-18 In this brilliant, luminous novel, one of our ﬁnest
realist writers gives us a story of surpassing depth and emotional power. Acclaimed for her
lucid and compassionate exploration of the American family, Roxana Robinson sets her new
work on familiar terrain—New York City and the Adirondacks—but with Sweetwater she
transcends the particulars of the domestic sphere with a broader, more encompassing vision.
In this poignant account of a young widow and her second marriage, Robinson expands her
scope to include the larger natural world as well as the smaller, more intimate one of the
home. Isabel Green’s marriage to Paul Simmons, after the death of her ﬁrst husband, marks
her reconnection to life—a venture she’s determined will succeed. But this proves to be harder
than she’d anticipated, and the challenges of starting afresh seem more complicated in
adulthood. Staying at the Simmons lodge for their annual summer visit, Isabel ﬁnds herself
entering into a set of familial complexities. She struggles to understand her new husband, his
elderly, diﬃcult parents and his brother, whose relationship with Paul seems oddly fraught.
Furthermore, her second marriage begins to cast into sharp relief the troubling echoes of her
ﬁrst. Isabel’s professional life plays a part as well: a passionate environmental advocate, she is
aware of the tensions within the mountain landscape itself during a summer of spectacular
beauty and ominous drought. In her cool, elegant prose, Robinson gracefully delivers a plot
that is complex, surprising and ultimately wrenching in its impact. As the strands of family are
woven tightly and inevitably together, and as the past painfully informs the present, the vivid
backdrop of the physical world provides its own eloquent dynamic. Sweetwater is a stunning
achievement by a writer at the peak of her craft.
Such Good Work Johannes Lichtman 2020-03-03 From Johannes Lichtman comes a wisely
comic debut novel about a teacher whose eﬀorts to stay sober land him in Sweden, but the
refugee crisis forces a very diﬀerent kind of reckoning. You don’t have to be perfect to do
good... Jonas Anderson wants a fresh start. He’s made plenty of bad decisions in his life, and at
age twenty-eight he’s been ﬁred from yet another teaching position after assigning homework
like, Attend a stranger’s funeral and write about it. But, he’s sure a move to Sweden, the
country of his mother’s birth, will be just the thing to kick-start a new and improved—and
newly sober—Jonas. When he arrives in Malmo in 2015, the city is struggling with the inﬂux of
tens of thousands of Middle Eastern refugees. Driven by an existential need to “do good,”
Jonas begins volunteering with an organization that teaches Swedish to young migrants. The
connections he makes there, and one student in particular, might send him down the right
path toward fulﬁllment—if he could just get out of his own way. “Such Good Work is, indeed, a
bit Jonas-like: it’s wary of aﬀectation or grandstanding; it works small, as if from a sense of
modesty, a reluctance to presume; it cuts sincerity with the driest of humor” (The New Yorker).
In his debut, Lichtman, “a remarkable thinker and social satirist” (The New York Times Book
Review), spins a darkly comic story, brought to life with wry observations and searing
questions about our modern world, and told with equal measures of grace and wit.
In West Mills De'Shawn Charles Winslow 2019-06-04 "A bighearted novel about family,
migration, and the unbearable diﬃculties of love. Here's a cast of characters you won't soon
forget." Ayana Mathis, author of The Twelve Tribes of Hattie "Winslow's impressive debut novel
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introduces readers to both a ﬂawed, fascinating character in ﬁction and a wonderful new voice
in literature." Real Simple, Best Books of 2019 A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice
Winner of the Center for Fiction First Novel Prize Named a Most Anticipated Novel by TIME
MAGAZINE * USA TODAY * ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY * NYLON * SOUTHERN LIVING * THE LOS
ANGELES TIMES * ESSENCE * THE MILLIONS * REAL SIMPLE* HUFFINGTON POST * BUZZFEED
Let the people of West Mills say what they will about Azalea “Knot” Centre; they won't keep
her from what she loves best: cheap moonshine, nineteenth-century literature, and the
company of men. And yet, when motherhood looms, Knot begins to learn that her freedom has
come at a high price. Low on money, ostracized from her parents and cut oﬀ from her
hometown, Knot turns to her neighbor, Otis Lee Loving, in search of some semblance of family
and home. Otis Lee is eager to help. A lifelong ﬁxer, Otis Lee is determined to steer his friends
and family away from decisions that will cause them heartache and ridicule. After his failed
attempt to help his older sister, who lives a precarious life in the North, Otis Lee discovers a
possible path to redemption in the chaos Knot brings to his doorstep. But while he's busy
trying to ﬁx Knot's life, Otis Lee ﬁnds himself powerless to repair the many troubles within his
own family, as the long-buried secrets of his troubled past begin to come to light. Spanning
decades in a rural North Carolina town where a canal acts as the color line, In West Mills is a
magniﬁcent, big-hearted small-town story about family, friendship, storytelling, and the
redemptive power of love.
City of Light Lauren Belfer 2010-09-01 A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK It is 1901 and
Buﬀalo, New York, stands at the center of the nation's attention as a place of immense wealth
and sophistication. The massive hydroelectric power development at nearby Niagara Falls and
the grand Pan-American Exposition promise to bring the Great Lakes “city of light” even more
repute. Against this rich historical backdrop lives Louisa Barrett, the attractive, articulate
headmistress of the Macaulay School for Girls. Protected by its powerful all-male board, “Miss
Barrett” is treated as an equal by the men who control the life of the city. Lulled by her unique
relationship with these titans of business, Louisa feels secure in her position, until a mysterious
death at the power plant triggers a sequence of events that forces her to return to a past she
has struggled to conceal, and to question everything and everyone she holds dear. Both
observer and participant, Louisa Barrett guides the reader through the culture and conﬂicts of
a time and place where immigrant factory workers and nature conservationists protest
violently against industrialists, where presidents broker politics, where wealthy “Negroes” ﬁght
for recognition and equality, and where women struggle to thrive in a system that allows them
little freedom. Wrought with remarkable depth and intelligence, City of Light remains a work
completely of its own era, and of ours as well. A stirring literary accomplishment, Lauren
Belfer's ﬁrst novel marks the debut of a fresh voice for the new millennium and heralds a
major publishing event.
Started Early, Took My Dog Kate Atkinson 2010-11-02 With Dickensian brilliance, Kate
Atkinson creates plots peopled with unlikely heroes and villains. It's a day like any other for
security chief Tracy Waterhouse, until she makes a purchase she hadn't bargained for. One
moment of madness is all it takes for Tracy's humdrum world to be turned upside down, the
tedium of everyday life replaced by fear and danger at every turn. Witness to Tracy's Faustian
exchange in the Merrion Centre in Leeds are Tilly, an elderly actress teetering on the brink of
her own disaster, and Jackson Brodie, who has returned to his home county in search of
someone else's roots. All three characters learn that the past is never history and that no good
deed goes unpunished.
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The Altruists Andrew Ridker 2020-03-03 A New York Times Editors' Choice "[An] intelligent,
funny, and remarkably assured ﬁrst novel. . . . [Andrew Ridker establishes] himself as a big,
promising talent. . . . Hilarious. . . . Astute and highly entertaining. . . . Outstanding." --The New
York Times Book Review "With humor and warmth, Ridker explores the meaning of family and
its inevitable baggage. . . . A relatable, unforgettable view of regular people making mistakes
and somehow ﬁnding their way back to each other." --People (Book of the Week) "[A] strikingly
assured debut. . . . A novel that grows more complex and more uproarious by the page,
culminating in an unforgettable climax." --Entertainment Weekly (The Must List) A Real Simple
Best Book of the Year (So Far) A vibrant and perceptive novel about a father's plot to win back
his children's inheritance Arthur Alter is in trouble. A middling professor at a Midwestern
college, he can't aﬀord his mortgage, he's exasperated his much-younger girlfriend, and his
kids won't speak to him. And then there's the money--the small fortune his late wife, Francine,
kept secret, which she bequeathed directly to his children. Those children are Ethan, an
anxious recluse living oﬀ his mother's money on a choice plot of Brooklyn real estate, and
Maggie, a would-be do-gooder trying to fashion herself a noble life of self-imposed poverty. On
the verge of losing the family home, Arthur invites his children back to St. Louis under the
guise of a reconciliation. But in doing so, he unwittingly unleashes a Pandora's box of age-old
resentments and long-buried memories--memories that orbit Francine, the matriarch whose
life may hold the key to keeping them together. Spanning New York, Paris, Boston, St. Louis,
and a small desert outpost in Zimbabwe, The Altruists is a darkly funny (and ultimately tender)
family saga that confronts the divide between baby boomers and their millennial oﬀspring. It's
a novel about money, privilege, politics, campus culture, dating, talk therapy, rural sanitation,
inﬁdelity, kink, the American beer industry, and what it means to be a "good person."
Malibu Rising Taylor Jenkins Reid 2021-06-01 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Read with Jenna
Book Club Pick as Featured on Today • From the author of Daisy Jones & The Six and The
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo . . . ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington
Post, Time, Marie Claire, PopSugar, Parade, Teen Vogue, Self, She Reads • “Irresistible . . .
High drama at the beach, starring four sexy, surﬁng siblings and their deadbeat, famouscrooner dad.”—People Four famous siblings throw an epic party to celebrate the end of the
summer. But over the course of twenty-four hours, the family drama that ensues will change
their lives forever. Malibu: August 1983. It’s the day of Nina Riva’s annual end-of-summer
party, and anticipation is at a fever pitch. Everyone wants to be around the famous Rivas:
Nina, the talented surfer and supermodel; brothers Jay and Hud, one a championship surfer,
the other a renowned photographer; and their adored baby sister, Kit. Together the siblings
are a source of fascination in Malibu and the world over—especially as the oﬀspring of the
legendary singer Mick Riva. The only person not looking forward to the party of the year is
Nina herself, who never wanted to be the center of attention, and who has also just been very
publicly abandoned by her pro tennis player husband. Oh, and maybe Hud—because it is long
past time for him to confess something to the brother from whom he’s been inseparable since
birth. Jay, on the other hand, is counting the minutes until nightfall, when the girl he can’t stop
thinking about promised she’ll be there. And Kit has a couple secrets of her own—including a
guest she invited without consulting anyone. By midnight the party will be completely out of
control. By morning, the Riva mansion will have gone up in ﬂames. But before that ﬁrst spark
in the early hours before dawn, the alcohol will ﬂow, the music will play, and the loves and
secrets that shaped this family’s generations will all come rising to the surface. Malibu Rising
is a story about one unforgettable night in the life of a family: the night they each have to
choose what they will keep from the people who made them . . . and what they will leave
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behind.
The Man Who Loved Children Christina Stead 2012-10-23 “This crazy, gorgeous family novel”
written at the end of the Great Depression “is one of the great literary achievements of the
twentieth century” (Jonathan Franzen, The New York Times). First published in 1940, The Man
Who Loved Children was rediscovered in 1965 thanks to the poet Randall Jarrell’s eloquent
introduction (included in this ebook edition), which compares Christina Stead to Leo Tolstoy.
Today, it stands as a masterpiece of dysfunctional family life. In a country crippled by the
Great Depression, Sam and Henny Pollit have too much—too much contempt for one another,
too many children, too much strain under endless obligation. Flush with ego and chilling
charisma, Sam torments and manipulates his children in an esoteric world of his own
imagining. Henny looks on desperately, all too aware of the madness at the root of her
husband’s behavior. And Louie, the damaged, precocious adolescent girl at the center of their
clashes, is the “ugly duckling” whose struggle will transﬁx contemporary readers. Named one
of the best novels of the twentieth century by Newsweek, Stead’s semiautobiographical work
reads like a Depression-era The Glass Castle. In the New York Times, Jonathan Franzen wrote
of this classic, “I carry it in my head the way I carry childhood memories; the scenes are of
such precise horror and comedy that I feel I didn’t read the book so much as live it.”
Professor Chandra Follows His Bliss Rajeev Balasubramanyam 2019-03-26 Follow the
eccentric, cantankerous, utterly charming Professor Chandra as he tries to answer the biggest
question of all: What makes us happy? “Searingly funny, uplifting, and wonderful . . . Professor
Chandra is as unbending a curmudgeon as one could wish to ﬁnd scowling from the pages of a
novel.”—Helen Simonson, New York Times bestselling author of Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand
and The Summer Before the War Professor Chandra is an internationally renowned economist,
divorced father of three (quite frankly baﬄing) children, recent victim of a bicycle hit-andrun—but so much more than the sum of his parts. In the moments after the accident, Professor
Chandra doesn’t see his life ﬂash before his eyes but his life’s work. He’s just narrowly missed
the Nobel Prize (again), and even though he knows he should get straight back to his pie
charts, his doctor has other ideas. All this work. All this success. All this stress. It’s killing him.
He needs to take a break, start enjoying himself. In short, says his doctor, he should follow his
bliss. Professor Chandra doesn’t know it yet, but he’s about to embark on the journey of a
lifetime. Praise for Professor Chandra Follows His Bliss “Professor Chandra is a wonderful
character—stodgy, ﬂawed, contentious, contemptuous—yet vulnerable, insecure, lonely,
repentant, and ridiculous enough to win our sympathy. . . . In the end, Balasubramanyam’s
novel is a sort of Christmas Carol for a new age.”—NPR “Impressively, Balasubramanyam . . .
balances satire and self-enlightenment [in] a surprisingly soulful family tale that echoes
Jonathan Franzen’s The Corrections in its witty exploration of three children trying to free
themselves from the inﬂuence of their parents.”—The Guardian “Funny from start to ﬁnish . . .
Spending time with Professor Chandra feels like you’ve been in therapy, in a good way.”—Irish
Times “Funny, aﬀecting . . . Chandra is a delightful creation: peevish, intolerant, intellectually
exacting, unwittingly eccentric, nerdy, needy yet lovable. The book, like its picaresque hero, is
a one-oﬀ.”—The Sunday Times
Everywhere You Don't Belong Gabriel Bump 2021-01-12 A New York Times Book Review
Notable Book of 2020 “A comically dark coming-of-age story about growing up on the South
Side of Chicago, but it’s also social commentary at its ﬁnest, woven seamlessly into the work .
. . Bump’s meditation on belonging and not belonging, where or with whom, how love is a way
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home no matter where you are, is handled so beautifully that you don’t know he’s hypnotized
you until he’s done.” —Tommy Orange, The New York Times Book Review In this alternately
witty and heartbreaking debut novel, Gabriel Bump gives us an unforgettable protagonist,
Claude McKay Love. Claude isn’t dangerous or brilliant—he’s an average kid coping with
abandonment, violence, riots, failed love, and societal pressures as he steers his way past the
signposts of youth: childhood friendships, basketball tryouts, ﬁrst love, ﬁrst heartbreak, picking
a college, moving away from home. Claude just wants a place where he can ﬁt. As a young
black man born on the South Side of Chicago, he is raised by his civil rights–era grandmother,
who tries to shape him into a principled actor for change; yet when riots consume his
neighborhood, he hesitates to take sides, unwilling to let race deﬁne his life. He decides to
escape Chicago for another place, to go to college, to ﬁnd a new identity, to leave the pressure
cooker of his hometown behind. But as he discovers, he cannot; there is no safe haven for a
young black man in this time and place called America. Percolating with ﬁerceness and
originality, attuned to the ironies inherent in our twenty-ﬁrst-century landscape, Everywhere
You Don’t Belong marks the arrival of a brilliant young talent.
Altruism and Health Stephen Garrard Post 2007 We're all quite familiar with the tale of
Ebenezer Scrooge, who was miserable in his selﬁshness, but later became happy when he
began helping others. Ebenezer's story is compelling, but is it true that helping others is good
for the giver? Although numerous studies have demonstrated that people experience health
beneﬁts when treated kindly and compassionately, do those who provide love to others also
experience health beneﬁts? In other words, is it at least as good to give as to receive? Does
virtue actually have its own rewards? To answer these questions, Altruism and Health brings
research in biology, psychiatry, psychology, gerontology, epidemiology, and public health.
Much of this research shows that unselﬁsh individuals will ﬁnd life to be more meaningful, will
usually be happier than their selﬁsh counterparts, and will often experience better mental
health. Some of this research also ﬁnds that unselﬁsh individuals have reduced mortality rates
and better physical health. Evolutionary and biological models help to explain these results by
elucidating why a person who gives generously to others might live a more functional, happier,
and healthier life. There is, however, an obvious caveat: those who allow themselves to be
overwhelmed by caregiving will often suﬀer from the stressful burden of care. These ﬁndings
challenge the shibboleth that being altruistic has either negative consequences or no beneﬁts.
This volume presents the ﬁrst uniﬁed, empirical argument that an individual can live a
generous life, without concern for reciprocity or reputational gain, and as a by-product,
discover deeper relationships, happiness, health, and even longevity. In doing so, it raises the
most essential and perennial questions of moral psychology and the good life.
The Heart of Altruism Kristen Renwick Monroe 1998 Is all human behavior based on selfinterest? Many social and biological theories would argue so, but such a perspective does not
explain the many truly heroic acts committed by people willing to risk their lives to help
others. Kristen Monroe boldly lays the groundwork for a social theory toward altruism by
examining the experiences described by altruists themselves.
Morningside Heights Joshua Henkin 2021-06-15 A New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice
Book • When Ohio-born Pru Steiner arrives in New York in 1976, she follows in a long tradition
of young people determined to take the city by storm. But when she falls in love with and
marries Spence Robin, her hotshot young Shakespeare professor, her life takes a turn she
couldn’t have anticipated. Thirty years later, something is wrong with Spence. The Great Man
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can’t concentrate; he falls asleep reading The New York Review of Books. With their daughter,
Sarah, away at medical school, Pru must struggle on her own to care for him. One day, feeling
especially isolated, Pru meets a man, and the possibility of new romance blooms. Meanwhile,
Spence’s estranged son from his ﬁrst marriage has come back into their lives. Arlo, a wealthy
entrepreneur who invests in biotech, may be his father’s last, best hope. Morningside Heights
is a sweeping and compassionate novel about a marriage surviving hardship. It’s about the
love between women and men, and children and parents; about the things we give up in the
face of adversity; and about how to survive when life turns out diﬀerently from what we
thought we signed up for.
In Defense of Selﬁshness Peter Schwartz 2015-06-02 From childhood, we're taught one
central, non-controversial idea about morality: self-sacriﬁce is a virtue. It is universally
accepted that serving the needs of others, rather than our own, is the essence of morality. To
be ethical—it is believed—is to be altruistic. Questioning this belief is regarded as tantamount
to questioning the self-evident. Here, Peter Schwartz questions it. In Defense of Selﬁshness
refutes widespread misconceptions about the meaning of selﬁshness and of altruism. Basing
his arguments on Ayn Rand's ethics of rational self-interest, Schwartz demonstrates that
genuine selﬁshness is not exempliﬁed by the brutal plundering of an Attila the Hun or the
conniving duplicity of a Bernard Madoﬀ. To the contrary, such people are acting against their
actual, long-range interests. The truly selﬁsh individual is committed to moral principles and
lives an honest, productive, self-respecting life. He does not feed parasitically oﬀ other people.
Instead, he renounces the unearned, and deals with others—in both the material and spiritual
realms—by oﬀering value for value, to mutual beneﬁt. The selﬁsh individual, Schwartz
maintains, lives by reason, not force. He lives by production and trade, not by theft and fraud.
He disavows the mindlessness of the do-whatever-you-feel-like emotionalist, and upholds
rationality as his primary virtue. He takes pride in his achievements, and does not sacriﬁce
himself to others—nor does he sacriﬁce others to himself. According to the code of altruism,
however, you must embrace self-sacriﬁce. You must subordinate yourself to others. Altruism
calls, not for cooperation and benevolence, but for servitude. It demands that you surrender
your interests to the needs of others, that you regard serving others as the moral justiﬁcation
of your existence, that you be willing to suﬀer so that a non-you might beneﬁt. To this,
Schwartz asks simply: Why? Why should the fact that you have achieved any success make
you indebted to those who haven't? Why does the fact that someone needs your money create
a moral entitlement to it, while the fact that you've earned it, doesn't? Using vivid, real-life
examples, In Defense of Selﬁshness illustrates the iniquity of requiring one man to serve the
needs of another. This provocative book challenges readers to re-examine the standard by
which they decide what is morally right or wrong.
The Fear Factor Abigail Marsh 2017-10-10 How the brains of psychopaths and heroes show
that humans are wired to be good At fourteen, Amber could boast of killing her guinea pig,
threatening to burn down her home, and seducing men in exchange for gifts. She used the
tools she had available to get what she wanted, like all children. But unlike other children, she
didn't care about the damage she inﬂicted. A few miles away, Lenny Skutnik cared so much
about others that he jumped into an ice-cold river to save a drowning woman. What is
responsible for the extremes of generosity and cruelty humans are capable of? By putting
psychopathic children and extreme altruists in an fMRI, acclaimed psychologist Abigail Marsh
found that the answer lies in how our brain responds to others' fear. While the brain's
amygdala makes most of us hardwired for good, its variations can explain heroic and
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psychopathic behavior. A path-breaking read, The Fear Factor is essential for anyone seeking
to understand the heights and depths of human nature. "A riveting ride through your own
brain."--Adam Grant "You won't be able to put it down."--Daniel Gilbert, New York Times
bestselling author of Stumbling on Happiness "[It] reads like a thriller... One of the most mindopening books I have read in years." --Matthieu Ricard, Author of Altruism
Comeuppance William Flesch 2009-03-31 With Comeuppance, William Flesch delivers the
freshest, most generous thinking about the novel since Walter Benjamin wrote on the
storyteller and Wayne C. Booth on the rhetoric of ﬁction. In clear and engaging prose, Flesch
integrates evolutionary psychology into literary studies, creating a new theory of ﬁction in
which form and content ﬂawlessly intermesh. Fiction, Flesch contends, gives us our most
powerful way of making sense of the social world. Comeuppance begins with an exploration of
the appeal of gossip and ends with an account of how we can think about characters and care
about them as much as about persons we know to be real. We praise a storyteller who
contrives a happy or at least an appropriate ending, and fault the writer who refuses us one.
Flesch uses Darwinian theory to show how ﬁction satisﬁes our desire to see the good
vindicated and the wicked get their comeuppance. He conveys the danger and excitement of
reading ﬁction with nimble intelligence and provides wide reference to stories both familiar
and little known. Flesch has given us a book that is sure to claim a central place in the
discussion of literature and the humanities.
The Price of Altruism: George Price and the Search for the Origins of Kindness Oren Harman
2011-06-20 Describes the intellectual journey of eccentric American genius George Price, who
tried to answer the evolutionary riddle of why people are nice, and eventually gave away all
his belongings and took his own life in a squatter's ﬂat.
The Altruists Andrew Ridker 2019-03-05 A New York Times Editors' Choice "[An] intelligent,
funny, and remarkably assured ﬁrst novel. . . . [Andrew Ridker establishes] himself as a big,
promising talent. . . . Hilarious. . . . Astute and highly entertaining. . . . Outstanding." --The New
York Times Book Review "With humor and warmth, Ridker explores the meaning of family and
its inevitable baggage. . . . A relatable, unforgettable view of regular people making mistakes
and somehow ﬁnding their way back to each other." --People (Book of the Week) "[A] strikingly
assured debut. . . . A novel that grows more complex and more uproarious by the page,
culminating in an unforgettable climax." --Entertainment Weekly (The Must List) A Real Simple
Best Book of the Year (So Far) Named a Most Anticipated Book of 2019 by The Millions and
PureWow A vibrant and perceptive novel about a father's plot to win back his children's
inheritance Arthur Alter is in trouble. A middling professor at a Midwestern college, he can't
aﬀord his mortgage, he's exasperated his much-younger girlfriend, and his kids won't speak to
him. And then there's the money--the small fortune his late wife, Francine, kept secret, which
she bequeathed directly to his children. Those children are Ethan, an anxious recluse living oﬀ
his mother's money on a choice plot of Brooklyn real estate, and Maggie, a would-be dogooder trying to fashion herself a noble life of self-imposed poverty. On the verge of losing the
family home, Arthur invites his children back to St. Louis under the guise of a reconciliation.
But in doing so, he unwittingly unleashes a Pandora's box of age-old resentments and longburied memories--memories that orbit Francine, the matriarch whose life may hold the key to
keeping them together. Spanning New York, Paris, Boston, St. Louis, and a small desert
outpost in Zimbabwe, The Altruists is a darkly funny (and ultimately tender) family saga that
confronts the divide between baby boomers and their millennial oﬀspring. It's a novel about
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money, privilege, politics, campus culture, dating, talk therapy, rural sanitation, inﬁdelity, kink,
the American beer industry, and what it means to be a "good person."
Banded Logan Byrne 2014-04-08 In dystopian Manhattan, society is divided into six zones,
with each one representing a citizen’s beneﬁt to society: Stalwart (strength), Astute
(intelligence), Collusive (greed), Radiant (beauty), Quixotic (no life direction), and the Altruistic
(willingness to help others). On a citizen’s sixteenth birthday, a computer suggests a new zone
for them based on their inherent beneﬁt to society. When Kalenna Slater is sorted out of her
home zone Quixotic and into Altruistic, she thinks things can’t get worse. Life looks dismal
until she meets Gavin, a boy also just sorted into Altruistic who becomes the light needed on
her cloudy days. During sorting she receives a device known as ‘The Band’. It’s a large watchlike device that never comes oﬀ, and it measures a citizen’s karma on a scale from one to one
hundred. If a citizen does good, they gain points. If a citizen does bad, including breaking laws,
they lose points. When your number reaches zero, the band acts as judge, jury, and
executioner, and you are injected with toxins that kill you within minutes. After sorting,
recruits are taken to a three month long mandatory school named HQ. It’s at HQ she meets
new friends from diﬀerent zones, and ﬁnally begins to feel at ease. Everything goes well until a
rare trip home makes her discover that her father, who has been missing for a decade, may
have taken part in a terrible program that stands to shake the fabric of society. young adult
science ﬁction, young adult dystopian, dystopian series, dystopian science ﬁction, teen
dystopian, teen dystopian series, teen dystopian romance, dystopian romance, science ﬁction
romance, science ﬁction dystopian, teen romance series, dystopian series, science ﬁction
series, free dystopian, free young adult dystopian, free young adult science ﬁction, free young
adult series, free teen series, free science ﬁction, free science ﬁction series, free book, free
series
Hope Andrew Ridker 2023-07-11 A hilarious and heartfelt novel about a seemingly-perfect
family in an era of waning American optimism, from the acclaimed author of The Altruists The
year is 2013 and the Greenspans are the envy of Brookline, Massachusetts, an idyllic (and
idealistic) suburb west of Boston. Scott Greenspan is a successful physician with his own
cardiology practice. His wife, Deb, is a pillar of the community who spends her free time
helping resettle refugees. Their daughter, Maya, works at a distinguished New York publishing
house and their son, Gideon, is preparing to follow in his father’s footsteps. They are an
exceptional family from an exceptional place, living in exceptional times. But when Scott is
caught falsifying blood samples at work, he sets in motion a series of scandals that threatens
to shatter his family. Deb leaves him for a female power broker, Maya rekindles a hazardous
aﬀair from her youth, and Gideon drops out of college to go on a dangerous journey that will
put his principles to the test. From Brookline to Berlin to the battleﬁelds of Syria, Hope follows
the Greenspans over the course of one tumultuous year as they question, and compromise,
the values that have shaped their lives. But in the midst of their disillusionment, they’ll
discover their own capacity for resilience, connection—and, ultimately, hope.
The Deserter Nelson DeMille 2019-10-22 An “outstanding” (Publishers Weekly, starred review)
blistering thriller featuring a brilliant and unorthodox Army investigator, his enigmatic female
partner, and their hunt for the Army’s most notorious—and dangerous—deserter from #1 New
York Times bestselling author Nelson DeMille and Alex DeMille. When Captain Kyle Mercer of
the Army’s elite Delta Force disappeared from his post in Afghanistan, a video released by his
Taliban captors made international headlines. But circumstances were murky: Did Mercer
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desert before he was captured? Then a second video sent to Mercer’s Army commanders
leaves no doubt: the trained assassin and keeper of classiﬁed Army intelligence has willfully
disappeared. When Mercer is spotted a year later in Caracas, Venezuela, by an old Army
buddy, top military brass task Scott Brodie and Maggie Taylor of the Criminal Investigation
Division to ﬂy to Venezuela and bring Mercer back to America—preferably alive. Brodie knows
this is a diﬃcult mission, made more diﬃcult by his new partner’s inexperience, by their
undeniable chemistry, and by Brodie’s suspicion that Maggie Taylor is reporting to the CIA.
With ripped-from-the-headlines appeal, an exotic and dangerous locale, and the hairpin twists
and inimitable humor that are signature DeMille, The Deserter is the ﬁrst in a timely and
thrilling new series from an unbeatable team of True Masters: the #1 New York Times
bestseller Nelson DeMille and his son, award-winning screenwriter Alex DeMille.
Standing at the Edge Joan Halifax 2018-05 "[This book is] an ... examination of how we can
respond to suﬀering, live our fullest lives, and remain open to the full spectrum of our human
experience"--Amazon.com.
Not in God's Name Jonathan Sacks 2015-10-13 ***2015 National Jewish Book Award Winner***
In this powerful and timely book, one of the most admired and authoritative religious leaders
of our time tackles the phenomenon of religious extremism and violence committed in the
name of God. If religion is perceived as being part of the problem, Rabbi Sacks argues, then it
must also form part of the solution. When religion becomes a zero-sum conceit—that is, my
religion is the only right path to God, therefore your religion is by deﬁnition wrong—and
individuals are motivated by what Rabbi Sacks calls “altruistic evil,” violence between peoples
of diﬀerent beliefs appears to be the only natural outcome. But through an exploration of the
roots of violence and its relationship to religion, and employing groundbreaking biblical
analysis and interpretation, Rabbi Sacks shows that religiously inspired violence has as its
source misreadings of biblical texts at the heart of all three Abrahamic faiths. By looking anew
at the book of Genesis, with its foundational stories of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, Rabbi
Sacks oﬀers a radical rereading of many of the Bible’s seminal stories of sibling rivalry: Cain
and Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, Joseph and his brothers, Rachel and Leah.
“Abraham himself,” writes Rabbi Sacks, “sought to be a blessing to others regardless of their
faith. That idea, ignored for many of the intervening centuries, remains the simplest deﬁnition
of Abrahamic faith. It is not our task to conquer or convert the world or enforce uniformity of
belief. It is our task to be a blessing to the world. The use of religion for political ends is not
righteousness but idolatry . . . To invoke God to justify violence against the innocent is not an
act of sanctity but of sacrilege.” Here is an eloquent call for people of goodwill from all faiths
and none to stand together, confront the religious extremism that threatens to destroy us, and
declare: Not in God’s Name.
The Altruists Andrew Ridker 2019-03-07 'Reading Andrew Ridker’s debut novel, you soon
realise you’re in the presence of a new talent.' The Times Arthur Alter is in trouble. A middling
professor at a Midwestern college, he can't aﬀord his mortgage, he's exasperated his new
girlfriend, and his kids won't speak to him. And then there's the money – the small fortune his
late wife Francine kept secret, which she bequeathed directly to his children. Those children
are Ethan, an anxious recluse living oﬀ his mother's money on a choice plot of Brooklyn real
estate; and Maggie, a would-be do-gooder trying to fashion herself a noble life of self-imposed
poverty. On the verge of losing the family home, Arthur invites his children back to St. Louis
under the guise of a reconciliation. But in doing so, he unwittingly unleashes a Pandora's Box
the-altruists-a-novel

12/14

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on November 30, 2022 by guest

of age-old resentments and long-buried memories.
The Altruistic Brain Donald W. Pfaﬀ 2015 "Unlike any other study in its ﬁeld, The Altruistic
Brain synthesizes into one theory the most important research into how and why - by purely
physical mechanisms - humans empathize with one another and respond altruistically."-Jacket.
The Study of Animal Languages Lindsay Stern 2020-02-18 "An unabashedly smart and
aﬀecting portrait of the strains of a marriage." —Ayana Mathis, author of The Twelve Tribes of
Hattie Meet Ivan and Prue: a married couple - both experts in language and communication who nevertheless cannot seem to communicate with each other Ivan is a tightly wound
philosophy professor whose reverence for logic and order governs not only his academic
interests, but also his closest relationships. His wife, Prue, is quite the opposite: a pioneer in
the emerging ﬁeld of biolinguistics, she is bold and vibrant, full of life and feeling. Thus far,
they have managed to weather their diﬀerences. But lately, an odd distance has settled in
between them. Might it have something to do with the arrival of the college's dashing but
insuﬀerable new writer-in-residence, whose novel Prue always seems to be reading? Into this
delicate moment barrels Ivan's unstable father-in-law, Frank, in town to hear Prue deliver a
lecture on birdsong that is set to cement her tenure application. But the talk doesn't go as
planned, unleashing a series of crises that force Ivan to ﬁnally confront the problems in his
marriage, and to begin to ﬁght - at last - for what he holds dear. A dazzlingly insightful and
entertaining novel about the limitations of language, the fragility of love, and the ways we
misunderstand each other and ourselves, The Study of Animal Languages marks the debut of a
brilliant new voice in ﬁction.
Mother of Strangers Suad Amiry 2022-08-02 Set in Jaﬀa in between 1947 and 1951, this
“fable-like historical novel of young love ... darkly humorous and touching . . .” (Oprah Daily) is
based on a true story during the beginning of the destruction of Palestine and displacement of
its people. Based on the true story of two Jaﬀa teenagers, Mother of Strangers follows the daily
lives of Subhi, a ﬁfteen-year-old mechanic, and Shams, the thirteen-year-old student he hopes
to marry one day. In this prosperous and cosmopolitan port city, with its bustling markets,
cinemas, and cafés on the hills overlooking the Mediterranean Sea, we meet many other
unforgettable characters as well, including Khawaja Michael, the elegant and successful owner
of orange groves above the harbor; Mr. Hassan, the tailor who makes Subhi’s treasured
English suit, which he hopes will change his life; and the very mischievous and outrageous
Uncle Habeeb, who insists on introducing Subhi to the local bordello. With a thriving orange
export business, Jaﬀa had always been a city welcoming to outsiders—the “Mother of
Strangers”—where Muslims, Jews, and Christians lived peacefully together. Once the
bombardment of the city begins in April 1948, Suad Amiry gives us the grim but fascinating
details of the shock, panic, and destruction that ensues. Jaﬀa becomes unrecognizable, with
neighborhoods ﬂattened, families removed from their homes and separated, and those who
remain in constant danger of arrest and incarceration. Most of the population ﬂees eastward to
Jordan or by sea to Lebanon in the north or to Egypt and Gaza in the south. Subhi and Shams
will never see each other again. Suad Amiry has written a vivid and devastating account of a
seminal moment in the history of the Middle East—the beginning of the end of Palestine and a
portrait of a city irrevocably changed.
The Selﬁsh Gene Richard Dawkins 1989 An ethologist shows man to be a gene machine
the-altruists-a-novel

13/14

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on November 30, 2022 by guest

whose world is one of savage competition and deceit
The Adventurist J. Bradford Hipps 2016-04-26 In the anonymous oﬃce park of a modern
software company, whip-smart software engineer Henry Hurt is a man in the middle: of life, of
career, and of self-assessment. Henry is mired in his corporate responsibilities until his
deathless oﬃce existence is torpedoed by the loss of his mother. Overcome by "the pall,"
Henry seeks escape in a quest for love and purpose, which is occasioned by a crisis in his
company's fortunes. Dodging an Iago-like rival, he ﬁnds love with a colleague in his
department, endangers his bond with his family, and ﬁnally confronts the single urgent
question of his life. The Adventurist is about relationships: Henry has complicated ones with
his sister, Gretchen, who has stayed at home with their father; his lover Jane, a sleek and
eﬃcient mirror image of Henry; and a tantalizing potential girlfriend, Madison, the ultimate
free spirit. But his relationship to the responsibilities in that anonymous oﬃce park may
change his fortunes even more than the women in his life.
Altruistic Personality Samuel P. Oliner 1992-04-01 Why, during the Holocaust, did some
ordinary people risk their lives and the lives of their families to help others--even total
strangers--while others stood passively by? Samuel Oliner, a Holocaust survivor who has
interviewed more than 700 European rescuers and nonrescuers, provides some surprising
answers in this compelling work.
There You Are Mathea Morais 2019 "Octavian Munroe is haunted by the life and death of his
older brother in one of the most racially segregated cities in the country. Mina Rose has never
quite ﬁt in and wishes she was anything but white. Once lovers, now estranged, they both left
St. Louis for fresh starts in the wake of grief and heartbreak. Octavian and Mina travel
homeward in the aftermath of Michael Brown's death and the awakening of the Black Lives
Matter movement. In search of answers, they seek out the music that once gave their hearts a
steady beat and their lives a sense of direction. The record shop where they fell in love as
teenagers is closing for good, sparking a desire for closure. This raw, powerful story of love
and loss reckons with how fear shapes even the most ﬂeeting collisions between friends,
neighbors, and strangers"-Carrie Stephen King 2008-06-24 Stephen King's legendary debut, the bestselling smash hit
that put him on the map as one of America's favorite writers "Gory and horrifying. . . . You
can't put it down." —Chicago Tribune Unpopular at school and subjected to her mother's
religious fanaticism at home, Carrie White does not have it easy. But while she may be picked
on by her classmates, she has a gift she's kept secret since she was a little girl: she can move
things with her mind. Doors lock. Candles fall. Her ability has been both a power and a
problem. And when she ﬁnds herself the recipient of a sudden act of kindness, Carrie feels like
she's ﬁnally been given a chance to be normal. She hopes that the nightmare of her
classmates' vicious taunts is over . . . but an unexpected and cruel prank turns her gift into a
weapon of horror so destructive that the town may never recover.
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