The Charisma Machine The Life Death And
Legacy Of
Getting the books the charisma machine the life death and legacy of now is not type of
challenging means. You could not on your own going taking into account book amassing or
library or borrowing from your connections to right of entry them. This is an extremely
simple means to specifically acquire guide by on-line. This online declaration the charisma
machine the life death and legacy of can be one of the options to accompany you later than
having other time.
It will not waste your time. believe me, the e-book will no question reveal you further
situation to read. Just invest tiny epoch to approach this on-line broadcast the charisma
machine the life death and legacy of as skillfully as review them wherever you are now.

In Search of Mary Shelley: The Girl Who Wrote Frankenstein Fiona Sampson 2018-06-05
Coinciding with the 200th anniversary of the publication of Frankenstein in 1818, a prizewinning poet delivers a major new biography of Mary Shelley—as she has never been seen
before. We know the facts of Mary Shelley’s life in some detail—the death of her mother,
Mary Wollstonecraft, within days of her birth; the upbringing in the house of her father,
William Godwin, in a house full of radical thinkers, poets, philosophers, and writers; her
elopement, at the age of seventeen, with Percy Shelley; the years of peripatetic travel across
Europe that followed. But there has been no literary biography written this century, and
previous books have ignored the real person—what she actually thought and felt and why she
did what she did—despite the fact that Mary and her group of second-generation Romantics
were extremely interested in the psychological aspect of life. In this probing narrative, Fiona
Sampson pursues Mary Shelley through her turbulent life, much as Victor Frankenstein
tracked his monster across the arctic wastes. Sampson has written a book that finally
answers the question of how it was that a nineteen-year-old came to write a novel so dark,
mysterious, anguished, and psychologically astute that it continues to resonate two centuries
later. No previous biographer has ever truly considered this question, let alone answered it.
Ice Cream Blonde Michelle Morgan 2015-11-01 A detailed look at the charmed life and tragic
death of one of Hollywood's earliest stars A vibrant and beloved Golden Age film comedienne
who worked alongside the Marx Brothers, Laurel and Hardy, Ginger Rogers, Cary Grant,
Clara Bow, and dozens of others, Thelma Todd was one of the rare actors to successfully
cross over from silent films to "talkies." This authoritative new biography traces Todd's life
and career, from a vivacious little girl to a young woman who became a reluctant beauty
queen to her rapid rise as a Hollywood comedy star to her mysterious death at the age of 29.
Increasingly disenchanted with the studio star system, Todd opened the successful Thelma
Todd's Sidewalk Café, attracting adoring fans, tourists, and Hollywood celebrities. Life
appeared blessed for the beautiful and outspoken Hollywood rebel. So the country was
shocked when Todd was found dead by her housekeeper in a garage near the café. An inquest
concluded that her death was accidental, caused by inhaling the car's exhaust fumes. In a
thorough new investigation that draws on FBI documents, interviews, photographs, reports,
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and extortion notes—much of these not previously available to the public—author Michelle
Morgan offers fresh evidence and conclusions about the circumstances surrounding Todd's
death, proving what many people have long suspected, that Thelma had been murdered. The
cast of suspects includes Thelma's Hollywood-director lover; her gangster ex-husband;
assorted thugs who were pressuring her to install gaming tables in the room above her
popular café; and a new, never-before-named mobster. Coinciding with the 80th anniversary
of Todd's death, The Ice Cream Blonde is sure to interest any fan of Thelma Todd,
Hollywood's Golden Age, or gripping real-life murder mysteries.
The Denial of Death ERNEST. BECKER 2020-03-05 Winner of the Pulitzer prize in 1974 and
the culmination of a life's work, The Denial of Death is Ernest Becker's brilliant and
impassioned answer to the 'why' of human existence. In bold contrast to the predominant
Freudian school of thought, Becker tackles the problem of the vital lie - man's refusal to
acknowledge his own mortality. The book argues that human civilisation is a defence against
the knowledge that we are mortal beings. Becker states that humans live in both the physical
world and a symbolic world of meaning, which is where our 'immortality project' resides. We
create in order to become immortal - to become part of something we believe will last
forever. In this way we hope to give our lives meaning.In The Denial of Death, Becker sheds
new light on the nature of humanity and issues a call to life and its living that still resonates
decades after it was written.
Against Everything Mark Greif 2017-08-08 Over the past eleven years, Greif has been
publishing superb, and in some cases already famous, essays in n+1, the high-profile little
magazine that he co-founded. These essays address such key topics in the cultural, political,
and intellectual life of our time as the tyranny of exercise, the tyranny of nutrition and food
snobbery, the sexualization of childhood (and everything else), the philosophical meaning of
Radiohead, the rise and fall of the hipster, the impact of the Occupy Wall Street movement,
and the crisis of policing. Four of the selections address, directly and unironically, the
meaning of life--what might be the right philosophical stance to adopt toward one's self and
the world. Each essay in Against Everything is learned, original, highly entertaining, and,
from start to finish, dead serious. They are the work of a young intellectual who, with his
peers, is reinventing and reinvigorating what intellectuals can be and say and do. Mark Greif
manages to reincarnate and revivify the thought and spirit of the greatest of American
dissenters, Henry David Thoreau, for our time and historical situation.--Publisher website.
The Ones We're Meant to Find Joan He 2021-05-04 A New York Times Bestseller An Indie
Bestseller Perfect for fans of Marie Lu and E. Lockhart, The Ones We're Meant to Find is a
gripping and heartfelt YA sci-fi with mind-blowing twists. Set in a climate-ravaged future,
Joan He's beautifully written novel follows the story of two sisters, separated by an ocean,
desperately trying to find each other. Cee has been trapped on an abandoned island for three
years without any recollection of how she arrived, or memories from her life prior. All she
knows is that somewhere out there, beyond the horizon, she has a sister named Kay, and it’s
up to Cee to cross the ocean and find her. In a world apart, 16-year-old STEM prodigy Kasey
Mizuhara lives in an eco-city built for people who protected the planet?and now need
protecting from it. With natural disasters on the rise due to climate change, eco-cities provide
clean air, water, and shelter. Their residents, in exchange, must spend at least a third of their
time in stasis pods, conducting business virtually whenever possible to reduce their
environmental footprint. While Kasey, an introvert and loner, doesn’t mind the lifestyle, her
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sister Celia hated it. Popular and lovable, Celia much preferred the outside world. But no one
could have predicted that Celia would take a boat out to sea, never to return. Now it’s been
three months since Celia’s disappearance, and Kasey has given up hope. Logic says that her
sister must be dead. But nevertheless, she decides to retrace Celia’s last steps. Where they’ll
lead her, she does not know. Her sister was full of secrets. But Kasey has a secret of her own.
Joan: A Novel of Joan of Arc Katherine J. Chen 2022-07-05 “A secular reimagining and
feminist celebration of the life of Joan of Arc that transforms the legendary saint into a flawed
yet undeniable young woman.”—USA Today “It is as if Chen has crept inside a statue and
breathed a soul into it, re-creating Joan of Arc as a woman for our time.”—Hilary Mantel, #1
New York Times bestselling author of the Booker Prize winner Wolf Hall “This is not your
grandmother’s St. Joan. . . . If every generation gets the Joan it deserves, ours could do worse
than an ass-kicking, avenging angel fighting simply for the right to fight.”—The New York
Times Book Review 1412. France is mired in a losing war against England. Its people are
starving. Its king is in hiding. From this chaos emerges a teenage girl who will turn the tide
of battle and lead the French to victory, becoming an unlikely hero whose name will echo
across the centuries. In Katherine J. Chen’s hands, the myth and legend of Joan of Arc is
transformed into a flesh-and-blood young woman: reckless, steel-willed, and brilliant. This
meticulously researched novel is a sweeping narrative of her life, from a childhood steeped in
both joy and violence, to her meteoric rise to fame at the head of the French army, where she
navigates the perils of the battlefield and the equally treacherous politics of the royal court.
Many are threatened by a woman who leads, and Joan draws wrath and suspicion from all
corners, while her first taste of fame and glory leaves her vulnerable to her own powerful
ambition. With unforgettably vivid characters, transporting settings, and action-packed
storytelling, Joan is a thrilling epic, a triumph of historical fiction, as well as a feminist
celebration of one remarkable—and remarkably real—woman who left an indelible mark on
history.
This Is Your Life, Harriet Chance! Jonathan Evison 2015-09-08 “Insightful, richly
entertaining . . . Evison writes humanely and with good humor of his characters, who, like the
rest of us, muddle through, too often without giving ourselves much of a break. A lovely,
forgiving character study that’s a pleasure to read.” —Kirkus Reviews, starred review With
Bernard, her husband of fifty-five years, now in the grave, seventy-eight-year-old Harriet
Chance impulsively sets sail on an ill-conceived Alaskan cruise that her late husband had
planned. But what she hoped would be a voyage leading to a new lease on life becomes a
surprising and revelatory journey into Harriet’s past. Jonathan Evison has crafted a
bighearted novel with an endearing heroine at the helm. Part dysfunctional love story, part
poignant exploration of the mother-daughter relationship, nothing is what it seems in this tale
of acceptance, reexamination, and forgiveness. “A terrific novel, funny and moving, wistful
and wise. Jonathan Evison’s writing crackles on the page.” —Jess Walter, author of Beautiful
Ruins “This Is Your Life, Harriet Chance! is as sweet as it is inventive, profound as it is
hilarious, unflinching as it is bighearted.” —Maria Semple, author of Where’d You Go,
Bernadette “[An] irresistible, inventive novel full of important ideas about how we live our
lives as parents, children, partners, and human beings . . . Evison is a ridiculously gifted
storyteller.” —Jami Attenberg, author of The Middlesteins “A generous and wise tale, told
with Evison’s trademark verve and charisma, This Is Your Life, Harriet Chance! is a deeply
felt and deeply comforting novel.” —Patrick deWitt, author of The Sisters Brothers “This Is
Your Life, Harriet Chance! has all the wonderful snap and sizzle we’ve come to expect from
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Jonathan Evison’s work, and as much heart as any novel I’ve read in recent years.” —Ben
Fountain, author of Billy Lynn’s Long Halftime Walk “Both uplifting and melancholy, funny
and thought-provoking, this entertaining read speaks directly to the importance of
acceptance and healing.” —Booklist
Men on Horseback David A. Bell 2021-07-27 An immersive examination of why the age of
democratic revolutions was also a time of hero worship and strongmen In Men on Horseback,
the Princeton University historian David A. Bell offers a dramatic new interpretation of
modern politics, arguing that the history of democracy is inextricable from the history of
charisma, its shadow self. Bell begins with Corsica’s Pasquale Paoli, an icon of republican
virtue whose exploits were once renowned throughout the Atlantic World. Paoli would
become a signal influence in both George Washington’s America and Napoleon Bonaparte’s
France. In turn, Bonaparte would exalt Washington even as he fashioned an entirely different
form of leadership. In the same period, Toussaint Louverture sought to make French
Revolutionary ideals of freedom and equality a reality for the formerly enslaved people of
what would become Haiti, only to be betrayed by Napoleon himself. Simon Bolivar witnessed
the coronation of Napoleon and later sought refuge in newly independent Haiti as he fought
to liberate Latin America from Spanish rule. Tracing these stories and their interconnections,
Bell weaves a spellbinding tale of power and its ability to mesmerize. Ultimately, Bell tells the
crucial and neglected story of how political leadership was reinvented for a revolutionary
world that wanted to do without kings and queens. If leaders no longer rule by divine right,
what underlies their authority? Military valor? The consent of the people? Their own Godlike
qualities? Bell’s subjects all struggled with this question, learning from each other’s example
as they did so. They were men on horseback who sought to be men of the people—as Bell
shows, modern democracy, militarism, and the cult of the strongman all emerged together.
Today, with democracy’s appeal and durability under threat around the world, Bell’s account
of its dark twin is timely and revelatory. For all its dangers, charisma cannot be dispensed
with; in the end, Bell offers a stirring injunction to reimagine it as an animating force for
good in the politics of our time.
Infidel Ayaan Hirsi Ali 2008-04-01 The author of The Caged Virgin recounts the story of her
life, from her traditional Muslim childhood in Somalia and escape from a forced marriage to
her efforts to promote women's rights while surviving numerous threats to her safety.
Reprint. 100,000 first printing.
Technopoly Neil Postman 2011-06-01 In this witty, often terrifying work of cultural criticism,
the author of Amusing Ourselves to Death chronicles our transformation into a Technopoly: a
society that no longer merely uses technology as a support system but instead is shaped by
it—with radical consequences for the meanings of politics, art, education, intelligence, and
truth.
Untouchable Randall Sullivan 2012-11-06 The investigative biography of Michael Jackson’s
final years: “A tale of family, fame, lost childhood, and startling accusations never heard
before” (ABC Nightline). When Michael Jackson died on June 25, 2009, millions of fans
around the world were shocked. But the outpouring of emotion that followed his loss was
bittersweet. Dogged by scandal for years and undone by financial mismanagement, Jackson
had become untouchable in many quarters. Untouchable pulls back the curtain Jackson’s
public person to introduce a man who, despite his immense fame, spent his entire life utterly
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alone; who, in the wake of a criminal trial that left him briefly hospitalized, abandoned
Neverland to wander the globe before making one final—and fatal—attempt to recover his
wealth and reputation. The Jackson that emerges in these pages is both naïve and cunning, a
devoted father whose parenting became an international scandal, a shrewd businessman
whose failures nearly brought down a megacorporation, and an inveterate narcissist who
craved a quiet, normal life. Randall Sullivan delivers never-before-reported information about
Jackson’s business dealings, his relationship with his family, and the pedophilia allegations
that derailed his life and mar his legacy today, as well as the suspicious nature of his death.
Based on exclusive access to Jackson’s inner circle, Untouchable is an intimate, unflinching
portrait of the man who continues to reign as the King of Pop. “A dishy Michael Jackson
biography that makes the exhaustively covered King of Pop fascinating all over again.”
—People
Failure to Disrupt Justin Reich 2020-09-29 A leader in educational technology separates truth
from hype, explaining what tech can—and can’t—do to transform our classrooms. Proponents
of large-scale learning have boldly promised that technology can disrupt traditional
approaches to schooling, radically accelerating learning and democratizing education. Muchpublicized experiments, often underwritten by Silicon Valley entrepreneurs, have been
launched at elite universities and in elementary schools in the poorest neighborhoods. Such
was the excitement that, in 2012, the New York Times declared the “year of the MOOC.” Less
than a decade later, that pronouncement seems premature. In Failure to Disrupt: Why
Technology Alone Can’t Transform Education, Justin Reich delivers a sobering report card on
the latest supposedly transformative educational technologies. Reich takes readers on a tour
of MOOCs, autograders, computerized “intelligent tutors,” and other educational
technologies whose problems and paradoxes have bedeviled educators. Learning
technologies—even those that are free to access—often provide the greatest benefit to
affluent students and do little to combat growing inequality in education. And institutions and
investors often favor programs that scale up quickly, but at the expense of true innovation. It
turns out that technology cannot by itself disrupt education or provide shortcuts past the
hard road of institutional change. Technology does have a crucial role to play in the future of
education, Reich concludes. We still need new teaching tools, and classroom experimentation
should be encouraged. But successful reform efforts will focus on incremental improvements,
not the next killer app.
Dragon Wing Margaret Weis 1990 Wolf Haas' Detective Brenner series has become wildly
popular around the world for a reason: They're timely, edgy stories told in a wry, quirky voice
that's often hilarious, and with a protagonist it's hard not to love. In this episode, Brennerforced out of the police force-tries to get away from detective work by taking a job as the
personal chauffeur for two-year-old Helena, the daughter of a Munich construction giant and
a Viennese abortion doctor. One day, while Brenner's attention is turned to picking out a
chocolate bar for Helena at a gas station, Helena gets snatched from the car. Abruptly out of
a job, Brenner decides to investigate her disappearance on his own. With both parents in the
public eye, there's no scarcity of leads-the father's latest development project has spurred
public protest, and the mother's clinic has been targeted by the zealous leader of an antiabortion group. Brenner and God is told with a dark humor that leaves no character,
including Brenner, unscathed. Haas tells the story of a fallible hero who can be indecisive and
world-weary, baffled and disillusioned by what he finds, but who presses forward nonetheless
out of a stubborn sense of decency-a two-year-old is kidnapped, so you find her, because
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that's just what you do.
The Unexpected President Scott S. Greenberger 2017-09-12 When President James Garfield
was shot in 1881, nobody expected Vice President Chester A. Arthur to become a strong and
effective president, a courageous anti-corruption reformer, and an early civil rights advocate.
Despite his promising start as a young man, by his early fifties Chester A. Arthur was known
as the crooked crony of New York machine boss Roscoe Conkling. For years Arthur had been
perceived as unfit to govern, not only by critics and the vast majority of his fellow citizens but
by his own conscience. As President James A. Garfield struggled for his life, Arthur knew
better than his detractors that he failed to meet the high standard a president must uphold.
And yet, from the moment President Arthur took office, he proved to be not just honest but
brave, going up against the very forces that had controlled him for decades. He surprised
everyone--and gained many enemies--when he swept house and took on corruption, civil
rights for blacks, and issues of land for Native Americans. A mysterious young woman
deserves much of the credit for Arthur's remarkable transformation. Julia Sand, a bedridden
New Yorker, wrote Arthur nearly two dozen letters urging him to put country over party, to
find "the spark of true nobility" that lay within him. At a time when women were barred from
political life, Sand's letters inspired Arthur to transcend his checkered past--and changed the
course of American history. This beautifully written biography tells the dramatic, untold story
of a virtually forgotten American president. It is the tale of a machine politician and manabout-town in Gilded Age New York who stumbled into the highest office in the land, only to
rediscover his better self when his nation needed him.
The Charisma Machine Morgan G. Ames 2019-11-19 A fascinating examination of
technological utopianism and its complicated consequences. In The Charisma Machine,
Morgan Ames chronicles the life and legacy of the One Laptop per Child project and explains
why—despite its failures—the same utopian visions that inspired OLPC still motivate other
projects trying to use technology to “disrupt” education and development. Announced in 2005
by MIT Media Lab cofounder Nicholas Negroponte, One Laptop per Child promised to
transform the lives of children across the Global South with a small, sturdy, and cheap laptop
computer, powered by a hand crank. In reality, the project fell short in many ways—starting
with the hand crank, which never materialized. Yet the project remained charismatic to many
who were captivated by its claims of access to educational opportunities previously out of
reach. Behind its promises, OLPC, like many technology projects that make similarly grand
claims, had a fundamentally flawed vision of who the computer was made for and what role
technology should play in learning. Drawing on fifty years of history and a seven-month study
of a model OLPC project in Paraguay, Ames reveals that the laptops were not only frustrating
to use, easy to break, and hard to repair, they were designed for “technically precocious
boys”—idealized younger versions of the developers themselves—rather than the children
who were actually using them. The Charisma Machine offers a cautionary tale about the
allure of technology hype and the problems that result when utopian dreams drive technology
development.
The Trials of Harry S. Truman Jeffrey Frank 2022-03-08 Jeffrey Frank, author of the
bestselling Ike and Dick, returns with the first full account of the Truman presidency in
nearly thirty years, recounting how so ordinary a man met the extraordinary challenge of
leading America through the pivotal years of the mid-20th century. The nearly eight years of
Harry Truman’s presidency—among the most turbulent in American history—were marked by
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victory in the wars against Germany and Japan; the first use of an atomic weapon; the
beginning of the Cold War; creation of the NATO alliance; the founding of the United Nations;
the Marshall Plan to rebuild the wreckage of postwar Europe; the Red Scare; and the fateful
decision to commit troops to fight in Korea. Historians have tended to portray Truman as
stolid and decisive, with a homespun manner, but the man who emerges in The Trials of
Harry S. Truman is complex and surprising. He believed that the point of public service was
to improve the lives of one’s fellow citizens, and was disturbed by the brutal treatment of
African Americans. Yet while he supported stronger civil rights laws, he never quite
relinquished the deep-rooted outlook of someone with Confederate ancestry reared in rural
Missouri. He was often carried along by the rush of events and guided by men who
succeeded in refining his fixed and facile view of the postwar world. And while he prided
himself on his Midwestern rationality, he could act out of emotion, as when, in the aftermath
of World War II, moved by the plight of refugees, he pushed to recognize the new state of
Israel. The Truman who emerges in these pages is a man with generous impulses, loyal to
friends and family, and blessed with keen political instincts, but insecure, quick to anger, and
prone to hasty decisions. Archival discoveries, and research that led from Missouri to
Washington, Berlin and Korea, have contributed to an indelible, and deeply human, portrait
of an ordinary man suddenly forced to shoulder extraordinary responsibilities, who never lost
a schoolboy’s romantic love for his country, and its Constitution.
A Place of Greater Safety Hilary Mantel 2006-11-14 Set during the French Revolution, this
"riveting historical novel" ("The New Yorker") is the story of three young provincials who
together helped destroy a way of life and, in the process, destroyed themselves.
Made to Stick Chip Heath 2007-01-02 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • The instant
classic about why some ideas thrive, why others die, and how to make your ideas stick.
“Anyone interested in influencing others—to buy, to vote, to learn, to diet, to give to charity
or to start a revolution—can learn from this book.”—The Washington Post Mark Twain once
observed, “A lie can get halfway around the world before the truth can even get its boots on.”
His observation rings true: Urban legends, conspiracy theories, and bogus news stories
circulate effortlessly. Meanwhile, people with important ideas—entrepreneurs, teachers,
politicians, and journalists—struggle to make them “stick.” In Made to Stick, Chip and Dan
Heath reveal the anatomy of ideas that stick and explain ways to make ideas stickier, such as
applying the human scale principle, using the Velcro Theory of Memory, and creating
curiosity gaps. Along the way, we discover that sticky messages of all kinds—from the
infamous “kidney theft ring” hoax to a coach’s lessons on sportsmanship to a vision for a new
product at Sony—draw their power from the same six traits. Made to Stick will transform the
way you communicate. It’s a fast-paced tour of success stories (and failures): the Nobel Prizewinning scientist who drank a glass of bacteria to prove a point about stomach ulcers; the
charities who make use of the Mother Teresa Effect; the elementary-school teacher whose
simulation actually prevented racial prejudice. Provocative, eye-opening, and often
surprisingly funny, Made to Stick shows us the vital principles of winning ideas—and tells us
how we can apply these rules to making our own messages stick.
The Mansion of Happiness Jill Lepore 2013 A history of American ideas about life and
death discusses how the age of discovery, Darwin's theories of evolution, and the space age
changed ideas about life on Earth.
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The Dark Charisma of Adolf Hitler Laurence Rees 2013-06-03 Adolf Hitler was an unlikely
leader âe" fuelled by hate, incapable of forming normal human relationships, unwilling to
debate political issues âe" and yet he commanded enormous support. So how was it possible
that Hitler became such an attractive figure to millions of people? That is the important
question at the core of Laurence Reesâe(tm) new book. The Holocaust, the Nazi invasion of
the Soviet Union, the outbreak of the Second World War âe" all these cataclysmic events and
more can be laid at Hitlerâe(tm)s door. Hitler was a war criminal arguably without precedent
in the history of the world. Yet, as many who knew him confirm, Hitler was still able to exert
a powerful influence over the people who encountered him. In this fascinating book to
accompany his new BBC series, the acclaimed historian and documentary maker Laurence
Rees examines the nature of Hitlerâe(tm)s appeal, and reveals the role Hitlerâe(tm)s
supposed âe~charismaâe(tm) played in his success. Reesâe(tm) previous work has explored
the inner workings of the Nazi state in The Nazis: A Warning from History and the crimes
they committed in Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution. The Charisma of Adolf Hitler
is a natural culmination of twenty years of writing and research on the Third Reich, and a
remarkable examination of the man and the mind at the heart of it all.
Dark Trade Donald McRae 2014-06-05 WINNER OF THE 1996 WILLIAM HILL SPORTS
BOOK OF THE YEAR PRIZE. In the early 1990s, Donald McRae set out to discover the truth
about the intense and forbidding world of professional boxing. Travelling around the States
and Britain, he was welcomed into the inner sanctums of some of the greatest fighters of the
period - men such as Mike Tyson, Chris Eubank, Oscar de la Hoya, Frank Bruno, Evander
Holyfield and Naseem Hamed among them. They opened up to him, revealing unforgettable
personal stories from both inside and outside the ring, and explaining why it is that some are
driven to compete in this most brutal of sports, risking their health and even their lives. The
result is a classic account of boxing that remains as fresh and entertaining as when it was
first published almost 20 years ago. McRae approaches his subjects with wit, compassion and
insight, and the result was a book that was a deserved winner of the William Hill Sports Book
of the Year prize.
Amusing Ourselves to Death Neil Postman 2005-12-27 What happens when media and
politics become forms of entertainment? As our world begins to look more and more like
Orwell's 1984, Neil's Postman's essential guide to the modern media is more relevant than
ever. "It's unlikely that Trump has ever read Amusing Ourselves to Death, but his ascent
would not have surprised Postman.” -CNN Originally published in 1985, Neil Postman’s
groundbreaking polemic about the corrosive effects of television on our politics and public
discourse has been hailed as a twenty-first-century book published in the twentieth century.
Now, with television joined by more sophisticated electronic media—from the Internet to cell
phones to DVDs—it has taken on even greater significance. Amusing Ourselves to Death is a
prophetic look at what happens when politics, journalism, education, and even religion
become subject to the demands of entertainment. It is also a blueprint for regaining control
of our media, so that they can serve our highest goals. “A brilliant, powerful, and important
book. This is an indictment that Postman has laid down and, so far as I can see, an irrefutable
one.” –Jonathan Yardley, The Washington Post Book World
Wicked Gregory Maguire 2009-10-13 This is the book that started it all! The basis for the
smash hit Tony Award-winning Broadway musical, Gregory Maguire's breathtaking New York
Times bestseller Wicked views the land of Oz, its inhabitants, its Wizard, and the Emerald
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City, through a darker and greener (not rosier) lens. Brilliantly inventive, Wicked offers us a
radical new evaluation of one of the most feared and hated characters in all of literature: the
much maligned Wicked Witch of the West who, as Maguire tells us, wasn’t nearly as Wicked
as we imagined.
Halfway to Paradise: The Life of Billy Fury David Stafford 2018
American Prometheus Kai Bird 2007-12-18 WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR
NONFICTION • “The definitive biography" (Newsweek) of J. Robert Oppenheimer, one of the
iconic figures of the twentieth century, a brilliant physicist who led the effort to build the
atomic bomb for his country in a time of war, and who later found himself confronting the
moral consequences of scientific progress. In this magisterial, acclaimed biography twentyfive years in the making, Kai Bird and Martin Sherwin capture Oppenheimer’s life and times,
from his early career to his central role in the Cold War. This is biography and history at its
finest, riveting and deeply informative. “A masterful account of Oppenheimer’s rise and fall,
set in the context of the turbulent decades of America’s own transformation. It is a tour de
force.” —Los Angeles Times Book Review
The Real World of Technology Ursula Franklin 1999-06-01 In this expanded edition of her
bestselling 1989 CBC Massey Lectures, renowned scientist and humanitarian Ursula M.
Franklin examines the impact of technology upon our lives and addresses the extraordinary
changes since The Real World of Technology was first published. In four new chapters,
Franklin tackles contentious issues, such as the dilution of privacy and intellectual property
rights, the impact of the current technology on government and governance, the shift from
consumer capitalism to investment capitalism, and the influence of the Internet upon the
craft of writing.
The Charisma Machine Morgan G. Ames 2019-11-19 A fascinating examination of
technological utopianism and its complicated consequences. In The Charisma Machine,
Morgan Ames chronicles the life and legacy of the One Laptop per Child project and explains
why—despite its failures—the same utopian visions that inspired OLPC still motivate other
projects trying to use technology to “disrupt” education and development. Announced in 2005
by MIT Media Lab cofounder Nicholas Negroponte, One Laptop per Child promised to
transform the lives of children across the Global South with a small, sturdy, and cheap laptop
computer, powered by a hand crank. In reality, the project fell short in many ways—starting
with the hand crank, which never materialized. Yet the project remained charismatic to many
who were captivated by its claims of access to educational opportunities previously out of
reach. Behind its promises, OLPC, like many technology projects that make similarly grand
claims, had a fundamentally flawed vision of who the computer was made for and what role
technology should play in learning. Drawing on fifty years of history and a seven-month study
of a model OLPC project in Paraguay, Ames reveals that the laptops were not only frustrating
to use, easy to break, and hard to repair, they were designed for “technically precocious
boys”—idealized younger versions of the developers themselves—rather than the children
who were actually using them. The Charisma Machine offers a cautionary tale about the
allure of technology hype and the problems that result when utopian dreams drive technology
development.
The Books of Jacob Olga Tokarczuk 2022-02-01 “Just as awe-inspiring as the Nobel judges
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claimed.” – The Washington Post “Olga Tokarczuk is one of our greatest living fiction writers.
. . This could well be a decade-defining book akin to Bolaño’s 2666.” –AV Club “Sophisticated
and ribald and brimming with folk wit. . . The comedy in this novel blends, as it does in life,
with genuine tragedy.” –Dwight Garner, The New York Times The Nobel Prize–winner’s
richest, most sweeping and ambitious novel yet follows the comet-like rise and fall of a
mysterious, messianic religious leader as he blazes his way across eighteenth-century
Europe. In the mid-eighteenth century, as new ideas—and a new unrest—begin to sweep the
Continent, a young Jew of mysterious origins arrives in a village in Poland. Before long, he
has changed not only his name but his persona; visited by what seem to be ecstatic
experiences, Jacob Frank casts a charismatic spell that attracts an increasingly fervent
following. In the decade to come, Frank will traverse the Hapsburg and Ottoman empires
with throngs of disciples in his thrall as he reinvents himself again and again, converts to
Islam and then Catholicism, is pilloried as a heretic and revered as the Messiah, and wreaks
havoc on the conventional order, Jewish and Christian alike, with scandalous rumors of his
sect’s secret rituals and the spread of his increasingly iconoclastic beliefs. The story of
Frank—a real historical figure around whom mystery and controversy swirl to this day—is the
perfect canvas for the genius and unparalleled reach of Olga Tokarczuk. Narrated through
the perspectives of his contemporaries—those who revere him, those who revile him, the
friend who betrays him, the lone woman who sees him for what he is—The Books of Jacob
captures a world on the cusp of precipitous change, searching for certainty and longing for
transcendence. In a nod to books written in Hebrew, The Books of Jacob is paginated in
reverse, beginning on p. 955 and ending on p. 1 – but read traditionally, front cover to back.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks Rebecca Skloot 2010-02-02 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • “The story of modern medicine and bioethics—and, indeed, race relations—is
refracted beautifully, and movingly.”—Entertainment Weekly NOW A MAJOR MOTION
PICTURE FROM HBO® STARRING OPRAH WINFREY AND ROSE BYRNE • ONE OF THE
“MOST INFLUENTIAL” (CNN), “DEFINING” (LITHUB), AND “BEST” (THE PHILADELPHIA
INQUIRER) BOOKS OF THE DECADE • ONE OF ESSENCE’S 50 MOST IMPACTFUL BLACK
BOOKS OF THE PAST 50 YEARS • WINNER OF THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE HEARTLAND
PRIZE FOR NONFICTION NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The New
York Times Book Review • Entertainment Weekly • O: The Oprah Magazine • NPR •
Financial Times • New York • Independent (U.K.) • Times (U.K.) • Publishers Weekly •
Library Journal • Kirkus Reviews • Booklist • Globe and Mail Her name was Henrietta Lacks,
but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the
same land as her slave ancestors, yet her cells—taken without her knowledge—became one of
the most important tools in medicine: The first “immortal” human cells grown in culture,
which are still alive today, though she has been dead for more than sixty years. HeLa cells
were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, and the
atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, cloning, and
gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks remains
virtually unknown, buried in an unmarked grave. Henrietta’s family did not learn of her
“immortality” until more than twenty years after her death, when scientists investigating
HeLa began using her husband and children in research without informed consent. And
though the cells had launched a multimillion-dollar industry that sells human biological
materials, her family never saw any of the profits. As Rebecca Skloot so brilliantly shows, the
story of the Lacks family—past and present—is inextricably connected to the dark history of
experimentation on African Americans, the birth of bioethics, and the legal battles over
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whether we control the stuff we are made of. Over the decade it took to uncover this story,
Rebecca became enmeshed in the lives of the Lacks family—especially Henrietta’s daughter
Deborah. Deborah was consumed with questions: Had scientists cloned her mother? Had they
killed her to harvest her cells? And if her mother was so important to medicine, why couldn’t
her children afford health insurance? Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope, and impossible
to put down, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks captures the beauty and drama of
scientific discovery, as well as its human consequences.
Cleopatra Stacy Schiff 2010-11-01 The Pulitzer Prize-winning biographer brings to life the
most intriguing woman in the history of the world: Cleopatra, the last queen of Egypt. Her
palace shimmered with onyx, garnets, and gold, but was richer still in political and sexual
intrigue. Above all else, Cleopatra was a shrewd strategist and an ingenious negotiator.
Though her life spanned fewer than forty years, it reshaped the contours of the ancient
world. She was married twice, each time to a brother. She waged a brutal civil war against
the first when both were teenagers. She poisoned the second. Ultimately she dispensed with
an ambitious sister as well; incest and assassination were family specialties. Cleopatra
appears to have had sex with only two men. They happen, however, to have been Julius
Caesar and Mark Antony, among the most prominent Romans of the day. Both were married
to other women. Cleopatra had a child with Caesar and -- after his murder -- three more with
his protégé. Already she was the wealthiest ruler in the Mediterranean; the relationship with
Antony confirmed her status as the most influential woman of the age. The two would
together attempt to forge a new empire, in an alliance that spelled their ends. Cleopatra has
lodged herself in our imaginations ever since. Famous long before she was notorious,
Cleopatra has gone down in history for all the wrong reasons. Shakespeare and Shaw put
words in her mouth. Michelangelo, Tiepolo, and Elizabeth Taylor put a face to her name.
Along the way, Cleopatra's supple personality and the drama of her circumstances have been
lost. In a masterly return to the classical sources, Stacy Schiff here boldly separates fact from
fiction to rescue the magnetic queen whose death ushered in a new world order. Rich in
detail, epic in scope, Schiff 's is a luminous, deeply original reconstruction of a dazzling life.
How to Be a Dictator Frank Dikötter 2019-12-03 Mussolini, Hitler, Stalin, Mao Zedong, Kim
Il-sung, Ceausescu, Mengistu of Ethiopia and Duvalier of Haiti. No dictator can rule through
fear and violence alone. Naked power can be grabbed and held temporarily, but it never
suffices in the long term. A tyrant who can compel his own people to acclaim him will last
longer. The paradox of the modern dictator is that he must create the illusion of popular
support. Throughout the twentieth century, hundreds of millions of people were condemned
to enthusiasm, obliged to hail their leaders even as they were herded down the road to
serfdom. Frank Dikötter returns to eight of the most chillingly effective personality cults of
the twentieth century.
The Man Who Died Twice Richard Osman 2021-09-28 An instant New York Times
bestseller! The second gripping novel in the New York Times bestselling Thursday Murder
Club series, soon to be a major motion picture from Steven Spielberg at Amblin
Entertainment “It’s taken a mere two books for Richard Osman to vault into the upper
leagues of crime writers. . . The Man Who Died Twice. . . dives right into joyous fun." —The
New York Times Book Review Elizabeth, Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim—the Thursday Murder
Club—are still riding high off their recent real-life murder case and are looking forward to a
bit of peace and quiet at Cooper’s Chase, their posh retirement village. But they are out of
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luck. An unexpected visitor—an old pal of Elizabeth’s (or perhaps more than just a
pal?)—arrives, desperate for her help. He has been accused of stealing diamonds worth
millions from the wrong men and he’s seriously on the lam. Then, as night follows day, the
first body is found. But not the last. Elizabeth, Joyce, Ron and Ibrahim are up against a
ruthless murderer who wouldn’t bat an eyelid at knocking off four septuagenarians. Can our
four friends catch the killer before the killer catches them? And if they find the diamonds,
too? Well, wouldn’t that be a bonus? You should never put anything beyond the Thursday
Murder Club. Richard Osman is back with everyone’s favorite mystery-solving quartet, and
the second installment of the Thursday Murder Club series is just as clever and warm as the
first—an unputdownable, laugh-out-loud pleasure of a read.
North Korea Heonik Kwon 2012-03-12 This timely, pathbreaking study of North Korea’s
political history and culture sheds invaluable light on the country’s unique leadership
continuity and succession. Leading scholars Heonik Kwon and Byung-Ho Chung begin by
tracing Kim Il Sung’s rise to power during the Cold War. They show how his successor, his
eldest son, Kim Jong Il, sponsored the production of revolutionary art to unleash a public
political culture that would consolidate Kim’s charismatic power and his own hereditary
authority. The result was the birth of a powerful modern theater state that sustains North
Korean leaders’ sovereignty now to a third generation. In defiance of the instability to which
so many revolutionary states eventually succumb, the durability of charismatic politics in
North Korea defines its exceptional place in modern history. Kwon and Chung make an
innovative contribution to comparative socialism and postsocialism as well as to the
anthropology of the state. Their pioneering work is essential for all readers interested in
understanding North Korea’s past and future, the destiny of charismatic power in modern
politics, the role of art in enabling this power.
The Aztec Treasure House Evan S. Connell 2003 [The author's] portraits of visionaries and
eccentrics are, in the words of the critic Grover Sales, "celebrations of man's insatiable drive
to probe unknown frontiers [that] read like superb novels." His subjects are people of passion
and purpose, events of legend and desire. He offers stories of the Anasazi Indians, the "old
ones" of the southwestern desert; of the grand explorers Marco Polo, Columbus, El Dorado,
Magellan, Ibn Batuta; and of heretics, fanatics, scientists, cranks and geniuses. There are
tales of fabulous advances made in anthropology, archaeology, astronomy and linguistics. In
all, twenty essays appear in [this book].-http://www.counterpointpress.com
Schools and Screens Victoria Cain 2021-10-19 Why screens in schools—from film
screenings to instructional television to personal computers—did not bring about the
educational revolution promised by reformers. Long before Chromebook giveaways and
remote learning, screen media technologies were enthusiastically promoted by American
education reformers. Again and again, as schools deployed film screenings, television
programs, and computer games, screen-based learning was touted as a cure for all
educational ills. But the transformation promised by advocates for screens in schools never
happened. In this book, Victoria Cain chronicles important episodes in the history of
educational technology, as reformers, technocrats, public television producers, and computer
scientists tried to harness the power of screen-based media to shape successive generations
of students. Cain describes how, beginning in the 1930s, champions of educational
technology saw screens in schools as essential tools for training citizens, and presented films
to that end. (Among the films screened for educational purposes was the notoriously racist
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Birth of a Nation.) In the 1950s and 1960s, both technocrats and leftist educators turned to
screens to prepare young Americans for Cold War citizenship, and from the 1970s through
the 1990s, as commercial television and personal computers arrived in classrooms, screens in
schools represented an increasingly privatized vision of schooling and civic engagement. Cain
argues that the story of screens in schools is not simply about efforts to develop the right
technological tools; rather, it reflects ongoing tensions over citizenship, racial politics,
private funding, and distrust of teachers. Ultimately, she shows that the technologies that
reformers had envisioned as improving education and training students in civic participation
in fact deepened educational inequities.
The Digital Divide Jan van Dijk 2020-01-14 Contrary to optimistic visions of a free internet for
all, the problem of the ‘digital divide’ – the disparity between those with access to internet
technology and those without – has persisted for close to twenty-five years. In this textbook,
Jan van Dijk considers the state of digital inequality and what we can do to tackle it. Through
an accessible framework based on empirical research, he explores the motivations and
challenges of seeking access and the development of requisite digital skills. He addresses key
questions such as: Does digital inequality reduce or reinforce existing, traditional
inequalities? Does it create new, previously unknown social inequalities? While digital
inequality affects all aspects of society and the problem is here to stay, Van Dijk outlines
policies we can put in place to mitigate it. The Digital Divide is required reading for students
and scholars of media, communication, sociology, and related disciplines, as well as for
policymakers.
Breakfast of Champions Kurt Vonnegut 2009-09-23 “Marvelous . . . [Vonnegut] wheels out all
the complaints about America and makes them seem fresh, funny, outrageous, hateful and
lovable.”—The New York Times In Breakfast of Champions, one of Kurt Vonnegut’s most
beloved characters, the aging writer Kilgore Trout, finds to his horror that a Midwest car
dealer is taking his fiction as truth. What follows is murderously funny satire, as Vonnegut
looks at war, sex, racism, success, politics, and pollution in America and reminds us how to
see the truth. “Free-wheeling, wild and great . . . uniquely Vonnegut.”—Publishers Weekly
God is Dead Andy McGrath 2022-03-10 'How doping killed cycling's 'golden boy'. A
shocking, clear-sighted and sympathetic account of a talent destroyed by drugs.' The Times
'Sensitive yet compelling.' The Observer They called him God. For his grace on a bicycle, for
his divine talent, for his heavenly looks. Frank Vandenbroucke had it all, and in the late
nineties he raced with dazzling speed and lived even faster. The Belgian won most of
cycling's most prestigious races, including Liège-Bastogne-Liège and Paris-Nice, enthralling a
generation of cycling fans. Off the bike, he only had one enemy - himself. His rise to
prominence coincided with a rampant period of doping and Vandenbroucke had a wayward
streak. He regularly fell out with team managers and had all-night party sessions mixing
sleeping pills and alcohol. A drugs scandal started a long fall from grace, leading to addiction,
car crashes, court appearances, marital problems and suicide bids, punctuated by sporting
comebacks. His life was like a soap opera and its premature ending shocked many. In
October 2009, aged thirty-four, Vandenbroucke was found dead in a Senegalese hotel room in mysterious circumstances. Led by candid contributions from his closest family, friends and
associates, William Hill award-winning author Andy McGrath lays bare Vandenbroucke's
turbulent life story. God is Dead is the compelling biography of this mercurial cycling
prodigy. - 'With his talent, Frank is the Johan Cruyff of cycling. He could win anything.' Eddy
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Merckx, FIVE TIMES WINNER OF THE TOUR DE FRANCE 'Captures the charisma and chaos
of Vandenbroucke's short life perfectly.' Cyclist 'A cautionary tale. Gripping yet harrowing.'
Bikeradar
Gandhi Louis Fischer 2010-11-02 This is the extraordinary story of how one man's
indomitable spirit inspired a nation to triumph over tyranny. This is the story of Mahatma
Gandhi, a man who owned nothing-and gained everything.
Sutton J.R. Moehringer 2012-09-25 "Electrifying." --Booklist (starred) Willie Sutton was born
in the Irish slums of Brooklyn in 1901, and he came of age at a time when banks were out of
control. Sutton saw only one way out and only one way to win the girl of his dreams. So
began the career of America's most successful bank robber. During three decades Sutton
became so good at breaking into banks, the FBI put him on its first-ever Most Wanted List.
But the public rooted for the criminal who never fired a shot, and when Sutton was finally
caught for good, crowds at the jail chanted his name. In J.R. Moehringer's retelling, it was
more than need or rage that drove Sutton. It was his first love. And when he finally walked
free--a surprise pardon on Christmas Eve, 1969--he immediately set out to find her. "What
Hilary Mantel did for Thomas Cromwell and Paula McLain for Hadley Hemingway . . . J.R.
Moehringer now does for bank robber Willie Sutton." --Newsday "Thoroughly absorbing. . . .
Filled with vibrant and colorful re-creations of not one but several times in the American
past." --Kevin Baker, author of Strivers Row "[J.R. Moehringer] has found an historical subject
equal to his vivid imagination, gimlet journalistic eye, and pitch-perfect ear for dialogue. By
turns suspenseful, funny, romantic, and sad--in short, a book you won't be able to put down."
--John Burnham Schwartz, author of Reservation Road and The Commoner
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