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How Democracies Die Steven Levitsky 2019-01-08 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER •
“Comprehensive, enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.”—The New York Times Book Review (Editors'
Choice) WINNER OF THE GOLDSMITH BOOK PRIZE • SHORTLISTED FOR THE LIONEL GELBER
PRIZE • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY The Washington Post • Time • Foreign
Affairs • WBUR • Paste Donald Trump’s presidency has raised a question that many of us never thought
we’d be asking: Is our democracy in danger? Harvard professors Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt
have spent more than twenty years studying the breakdown of democracies in Europe and Latin
America, and they believe the answer is yes. Democracy no longer ends with a bang—in a revolution or
military coup—but with a whimper: the slow, steady weakening of critical institutions, such as the
judiciary and the press, and the gradual erosion of long-standing political norms. The good news is that
there are several exit ramps on the road to authoritarianism. The bad news is that, by electing Trump,
we have already passed the first one. Drawing on decades of research and a wide range of historical
and global examples, from 1930s Europe to contemporary Hungary, Turkey, and Venezuela, to the
American South during Jim Crow, Levitsky and Ziblatt show how democracies die—and how ours can be
saved. Praise for How Democracies Die “What we desperately need is a sober, dispassionate look at the
current state of affairs. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, two of the most respected scholars in the
field of democracy studies, offer just that.”—The Washington Post “Where Levitsky and Ziblatt make
their mark is in weaving together political science and historical analysis of both domestic and
international democratic crises; in doing so, they expand the conversation beyond Trump and before
him, to other countries and to the deep structure of American democracy and politics.”—Ezra Klein, Vox
“If you only read one book for the rest of the year, read How Democracies Die. . . .This is not a book for
just Democrats or Republicans. It is a book for all Americans. It is nonpartisan. It is fact based. It is
deeply rooted in history. . . . The best commentary on our politics, no contest.”—Michael Morrell,
former Acting Director of the Central Intelligence Agency (via Twitter) “A smart and deeply informed
book about the ways in which democracy is being undermined in dozens of countries around the world,
and in ways that are perfectly legal.”—Fareed Zakaria, CNN
Death by a Thousand Cuts Matt Qvortrup 2021-06-21 Putting the current crisis of democracy into
historical perspective, Death by a Thousand Cuts chronicles how would-be despots, dictators, and
outright tyrants have finessed the techniques of killing democracies earlier in history, in the 20th
Century, and how today’s autocrats increasingly continue to do so in the 21st. It shows how autocratic
the-death-of-democracy

1/13

Downloaded from avenza-dev.avenza.com
on December 6, 2022 by guest

government becomes a kleptocracy, sustained only to enrich the ruler and his immediate family. But the
book also addresses the problems of being a dictator and considers if dictatorships are successful in
delivering public policies, and finally, how autocracies break down. We tend to think of democratic
breakdowns as dramatic events, such as General Pinochet’s violent coup in Chile, or Generalissimo
Franco’s overthrow of the Spanish Republic. But this is not how democracies tend to die – only five
percent of democracies end like this. Most often, popular government is brought down gradually;
almost imperceptibly. Based in part on Professor Qvortrup’s BBC Programme Death by a Thousand Cuts
(Radio-4, 2019), the book shows how complacency is the greatest danger for the survival of government
by the people. Recently democratically elected politicians have used crises as a pretext for dismantling
democracy. They follow a pattern we have seen in all democracies since the dawn of civilisation. The
methods used by Octavian in the dying days of the Roman Republic were almost identical to those used
by Hungarian strongman Viktor Orbán in 2020. And, sadly, there are no signs that the current malaise
will go away. Death by a Thousand Cuts adds substance to a much-discussed topic: the threat to
democracy. It provides evidence and historical context like no other book on the market. Written in an
accessible style with vignettes as well as new empirical data, the books promises to be the defining
book on the topic. This book will help readers who are concerned about the longevity of democracy
understand when and why democracy is in danger of collapsing, and alert them to the warning signs of
its demise.
The Death of Democracy Benjamin Carter Hett 2018-04-03 A riveting account of how the Nazi Party
came to power and how the failures of the Weimar Republic and the shortsightedness of German
politicians allowed it to happen Why did democracy fall apart so quickly and completely in Germany in
the 1930s? How did a democratic government allow Adolf Hitler to seize power? In The Death of
Democracy, Benjamin Carter Hett answers these questions, and the story he tells has disturbing
resonances for our own time. To say that Hitler was elected is too simple. He would never have come to
power if Germany's leading politicians had not responded to a spate of populist insurgencies by trying
to co-opt him, a strategy that backed them into a corner from which the only way out was to bring the
Nazis in. Hett lays bare the misguided confidence of conservative politicians who believed that Hitler
and his followers would willingly support them, not recognizing that their efforts to use the Nazis
actually played into Hitler's hands. They had willingly given him the tools to turn Germany into a vicious
dictatorship. Benjamin Carter Hett is a leading scholar of twentieth-century Germany and a gifted
storyteller whose portraits of these feckless politicans show how fragile democracy can be when those
in power do not respect it. He offers a powerful lesson for today, when democracy once again finds
itself embattled and the siren song of strongmen sounds ever louder.
Death to Tyrants! David Teegarden 2013-11-24 Death to Tyrants! is the first comprehensive study of
ancient Greek tyrant-killing legislation--laws that explicitly gave individuals incentives to "kill a tyrant."
David Teegarden demonstrates that the ancient Greeks promulgated these laws to harness the
dynamics of mass uprisings and preserve popular democratic rule in the face of anti-democratic threats.
He presents detailed historical and sociopolitical analyses of each law and considers a variety of issues:
What is the nature of an anti-democratic threat? How would various provisions of the laws help prodemocrats counter those threats? And did the laws work? Teegarden argues that tyrant-killing
legislation facilitated pro-democracy mobilization both by encouraging brave individuals to strike the
first blow against a nondemocratic regime and by convincing others that it was safe to follow the tyrant
killer's lead. Such legislation thus deterred anti-democrats from staging a coup by ensuring that they
would be overwhelmed by their numerically superior opponents. Drawing on modern social science
models, Teegarden looks at how the institution of public law affects the behavior of individuals and
groups, thereby exploring the foundation of democracy's persistence in the ancient Greek world. He
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also provides the first English translation of the tyrant-killing laws from Eretria and Ilion. By analyzing
crucial ancient Greek tyrant-killing legislation, Death to Tyrants! explains how certain laws enabled
citizens to draw on collective strength in order to defend and preserve their democracy in the face of
motivated opposition.
The Death of Democracy Benjamin Carter Hett 2018-04-03 A riveting account of how the Nazi Party
came to power and how the failures of the Weimar Republic and the shortsightedness of German
politicians allowed it to happen. Why did democracy fall apart so quickly and completely in Germany in
the 1930s? How did a democratic government allow Adolf Hitler to seize power? In The Death of
Democracy, Benjamin Carter Hett answers these questions, and the story he tells has disturbing
resonances for our own time. To say that Hitler was elected is too simple. He would never have come to
power if Germany’s leading politicians had not responded to a spate of populist insurgencies by trying
to co-opt him, a strategy that backed them into a corner from which the only way out was to bring the
Nazis in. Hett lays bare the misguided confidence of conservative politicians who believed that Hitler
and his followers would willingly support them, not recognizing that their efforts to use the Nazis
actually played into Hitler’s hands. They had willingly given him the tools to turn Germany into a vicious
dictatorship. Benjamin Carter Hett is a leading scholar of twentieth-century Germany and a gifted
storyteller whose portraits of these feckless politicians show how fragile democracy can be when those
in power do not respect it. He offers a powerful lesson for today, when democracy once again finds
itself embattled and the siren song of strongmen sounds ever louder.
The Life and Death of Democracy John Keane 2009 A provocative history of world democracy
chronicles the practices of the ancient Myceans through the manifestations of democracy in today's
world while considering such notions as the origins of democracy and whether or not the western world
lives up to democratic ideals. By the author of The Media and Democracy.
Divided We Fall Alice M. Rivlin 2022-10-04 Partisan warfare and gridlock in Washington threaten to
squander America’s opportunity to show the world that democracy can solve serious economic problems
and ensure widely shared prosperity. Instead of working together to meet the challenges ahead—an
aging work force, exploding inequality, climate change, rising debt—our elected leaders are sabotaging
our economic future by blaming and demonizing each other in hopes of winning big in the next election.
They are weakening America’s capacity for world leadership and the case for democracy here and
abroad. Alice M. Rivlin, with decades of experience in economic policy making, argues that proven
economic policies could lead to sustainable American prosperity and opportunity for all, but crafting
them requires the tough, time-consuming work of consensus building and bipartisan negotiation. In a
divided country with shifting majorities, major policies must have bipartisan buy-in and broad public
support. Otherwise we will have either destabilizing swings in policy or total gridlock in the face of
challenges looming at us. Rivlin believes that Americans can and must save our hyper-partisan
politicians from themselves. She makes the case that on many practical economic issues the public is
far less divided than partisan politicians and sensationalist media would have us believe. She draws
attention to numerous hopeful efforts to bridge partisan and ideological divides in Washington, in state
capitols and city governments, and communities around the country, and advocates a major national
effort to enable citizens and future leaders to learn and practice the art of listening to each other and
working together to find common ground. This book is a practical guide for Americans across the
political spectrum who are agonizing over partisan warfare, incivility, and policy gridlock and looking
for ways they can help to get our democratic policy process back on a constructive track before it is too
late.
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How Sick Is British Democracy? Richard Rose 2021 Forecasts of the death of democracy are often
heard and the United Kingdom is on the death watch list. This book challenges such a gloomy view by
carefully examining the health of the British body politic from Tony Blair's time in Downing Street to the
challenges of Brexit and the coronavirus pandemic. It finds some parts are in good health, for example,
elections are free and losers as well as winners accept the results, unlike the United States. Other parts
show intermittent symptoms of ill health, such as Cabinet ministers avoiding accountability. There is
also a chronic problem of managing the unity of the United Kingdom. None of the symptoms is fatal.
The book identifies effective remedies for some symptoms, placebos that offer assurance without cure,
and perennially popular prescriptions that are politically impossible. Being a healthy democracy does
not promise effectiveness in dealing with economic problems, but a big majority of Britons do not want
to trade the freedom that comes with democracy for the promises of undemocratic leaders. Richard
Rose is Professor of Public Policy at the University of Strathclyde, UK, and a Visiting Fellow at the
European University Institute Florence, Italy, and the Science Centre Berlin, Germany. He has been
writing award-winning studies of British politics and democracy in comparative perspective for more
than half a century.
The Nazi Menace Benjamin Carter Hett 2020-08-04 A panoramic narrative of the years leading up to
the Second World War—a tale of democratic crisis, racial conflict, and a belated recognition of evil, with
profound resonance for our own time. Berlin, November 1937. Adolf Hitler meets with his military
commanders to impress upon them the urgent necessity for a war of aggression in eastern Europe.
Some generals are unnerved by the Führer’s grandiose plan, but these dissenters are silenced one by
one, setting in motion events that will culminate in the most calamitous war in history. Benjamin Carter
Hett takes us behind the scenes in Berlin, London, Moscow, and Washington, revealing the unsettled
politics within each country in the wake of the German dictator’s growing provocations. He reveals the
fitful path by which anti-Nazi forces inside and outside Germany came to understand Hitler’s true
menace to European civilization and learned to oppose him, painting a sweeping portrait of
governments under siege, as larger-than-life figures struggled to turn events to their advantage. As in
The Death of Democracy, his acclaimed history of the fall of the Weimar Republic, Hett draws on
original sources and newly released documents to show how these long-ago conflicts have unexpected
resonances in our own time. To read The Nazi Menace is to see past and present in a new and
unnerving light.
The Death of Truth Michiko Kakutani 2019-08-13 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From the
Pulitzer Prize–winning critic comes an impassioned critique of America’s retreat from reason We live in
a time when the very idea of objective truth is mocked and discounted by the occupants of the White
House. Discredited conspiracy theories and ideologies have resurfaced, proven science is once more up
for debate, and Russian propaganda floods our screens. The wisdom of the crowd has usurped research
and expertise, and we are each left clinging to the beliefs that best confirm our biases. How did truth
become an endangered species in contemporary America? This decline began decades ago, and in The
Death of Truth, former New York Times critic Michiko Kakutani takes a penetrating look at the cultural
forces that contributed to this gathering storm. In social media and literature, television, academia, and
politics, Kakutani identifies the trends—originating on both the right and the left—that have combined
to elevate subjectivity over factuality, science, and common values. And she returns us to the words of
the great critics of authoritarianism, writers like George Orwell and Hannah Arendt, whose work is
newly and eerily relevant. With remarkable erudition and insight, Kakutani offers a provocative
diagnosis of our current condition and points toward a new path for our truth-challenged times.
The Death of Democracy Benjamin Carter Hett 2018-04-03 "Why did democracy fall apart so quickly
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and completely in Germany in the 1930s? Benjamin Carter Hett offers a riveting account of how the
Nazi Party came to power and how the failures of the Weimmar Republic and the short-sightedness of
German politicians allowed it to happen. Adolf Hitler would never have taken power without the
misguided actions of Germany's leading conservative politicians, who believed that Hitler and his
followers would willingly support them, not recognizing that their efforts to use the Nazis actually
played into Hitler's hands. They had willingly given him the tools to turn Germany into a vicious
dictatorship. The Death of Democracy offers a powerful lesson for today, when democracy once again
finds itself embattled and the siren song of strongmen sounds ever louder"--Cover
How Democracy Ends David Runciman 2018-05-10 'Scintillating ... thought-provoking ... one of the very
best of the great crop of recent books on the subject.' Andrew Rawnsley, Observer Democracy has died
hundreds of times, all over the world. We think we know what that looks like: chaos descends and the
military arrives to restore order, until the people can be trusted to look after their own affairs again.
However, there is a danger that this picture is out of date. Until very recently, most citizens of Western
democracies would have imagined that the end was a long way off, and very few would have thought it
might be happening before their eyes as Trump, Brexit and paranoid populism have become a reality.
David Runciman, one of the UK's leading professors of politics, answers all this and more as he surveys
the political landscape of the West, helping us to spot the new signs of a collapsing democracy and
advising us on what could come next.
The Death of Politics Peter Wehner 2019-06-04 The New York Times opinion writer, media
commentator, outspoken Republican and Christian critic of the Trump presidency offers a spirited
defense of politics and its virtuous and critical role in maintaining our democracy and what we must do
to save it before it is too late. “Any nation that elects Donald Trump to be its president has a remarkably
low view of politics.” Frustrated and feeling betrayed, Americans have come to loathe politics with
disastrous results, argues Peter Wehner. In this timely manifesto, the veteran of three Republican
administrations and man of faith offers a reasoned and persuasive argument for restoring “politics” as a
worthy calling to a cynical and disillusioned generation of Americans. Wehner has long been one of the
leading conservative critics of Donald Trump and his effect on the Republican Party. In this impassioned
book, he makes clear that unless we overcome the despair that has caused citizens to abandon hope in
the primary means for improving our world—the political process—we will not only fall victim to despots
but hasten the decline of what has truly made America great. Drawing on history and experience, he
reminds us of the hard lessons we have learned about how we rule ourselves—why we have checks and
balances, why no one is above the law, why we defend the rights of even those we disagree with.
Wehner believes we can turn the country around, but only if we abandon our hatred and learn to
appreciate and honor the unique and noble American tradition of doing “politics.” If we want the great
American experiment to continue and to once again prosper, we must once more take up the
responsibility each and every one of us as citizens share.
The Death of Democracy Benjamin Carter Hett 2018-03-29 *A TIMES AND TELEGRAPH BOOK OF THE
YEAR* WHAT CAUSED THE FALL OF THE MOST PROGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT IN TWENTIETHCENTURY EUROPE, AND THE RISE OF THE MOST TERRIFYING? In the 1930s, Germany was at a
turning point, with many looking to the Nazi phenomenon as part of widespread resentment towards
cosmopolitan liberal democracy and capitalism. This was a global situation that pushed Germany to
embrace authoritarianism, nationalism and economic self-sufficiency, kick-starting a revolution founded
on new media technologies, and the formidable political and self-promotional skills of its leader. Based
on award-winning research and recently discovered archival material, The Death of Democracy is a
panoramic new survey of one of the most important periods in modern history, and a book with a
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resounding message for the world today. 'Extremely fine... with careful prose and scholarship, he brings
these events close to us.' Timothy Snyder, The New York Times 'Intelligent, well-informed... intriguing.'
The Times 'With the injection of fresh contemporary voices, The Death of Democracy is also a
thoughtful reflection of how our time more resembles the Thirties than the Noughties.' Daily Telegraph
Democracy and the Death of Shame Jill Locke 2016-04 Is shame dead? With personal information made
so widely available, an eroding public/private distinction, and a therapeutic turn in public discourse,
many seem to think so. People across the political spectrum have criticized these developments and
sought to resurrect shame in order to protect privacy and invigorate democratic politics. Democracy
and the Death of Shame reads the fear that 'shame is dead' as an expression of anxiety about the social
disturbance endemic to democratic politics. Far from an essential supplement to democracy, the
recurring call to 'bring back shame' and other civilizing mores is a disciplinary reaction to the work of
democratic citizens who extend the meaning of political equality into social realms. Rereadings from the
ancient Cynics to the mid-twentieth century challenge the view that shame is dead and show how
shame, as a politically charged idea, is disavowed, invoked, and negotiated in moments of democratic
struggle.
The Shortest History of Democracy John Keane 2022-09-06 Renowned political theorist John Keane
traces the origins of democracy, from assembly democracy in Syria-Mesopotamia and Athens to
European-inspired electoral democracy and the birth of representative government to our current age
of media-driven democracy, highlighting democracy’s strengths and vulnerabilities for concerned
citizens everywhere.
Democratic Justice Ian Shapiro 1999-01-01 Democracy and justice are often mutually antagonistic
ideas, but in this innovative book Ian Shapiro shows how and why they should be pursued together.
Justice must be sought democratically if it is to garner legitimacy in the modern world, he claims, and
democracy must be justice-promoting if it is to sustain allegiance over time. Democratic Justice meets
these criteria, offering an attractive vision of a practical path to a better future. Wherever power is
exercised in human affairs, Shapiro argues, the lack of democracy will be experienced as injustice. The
challenge is to democratize social relations so as to diminish injustice, but to do this in ways that are
compatible with people's values and goals. Shapiro shows how this can be done in different phases of
the human life cycle, from childhood through the adult worlds of work and domestic life, retirement, old
age, and approaching death. He spells out the implications for pressing debates about authority over
children, the law of marriage and divorce, population control, governing the firm, basic income
guarantees, health insurance, retirement policies, and decisions made by and for the infirm elderly. This
refreshing encounter between political philosophy and practical politics will interest all those who
aspire to bequeath a more just world to our children than the one we have inherited.
The Death Penalty on the Ballot Austin Sarat 2019-04-30 Investigating the attitudes about capital
punishment in contemporary America, this book poses the question: can ending the death penalty be
done democratically? How is it that a liberal democracy like the United States shares the distinction of
being a leading proponent of the death penalty with some of the world's most repressive regimes?
Reporting on the first study of initiative and referendum processes used to decide the fate of the death
penalty in the United States, this book explains how these processes have played an important, but
generally neglected, role in the recent history of America's death penalty. While numerous scholars
have argued that the death penalty is incompatible with democracy and that it cannot be reconciled
with democracy's underlying commitment to respect the equal dignity of all, Professor Austin Sarat
offers the first study of what happens when the public gets to decide on the fate of capital punishment.
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Burning the Reichstag Benjamin Carter Hett 2014-02 Delving into the controversy surrounding the fire
that burned down the Reichstag and ignited the Third Reich, this gripping account of Hitler's rise to
dictatorship reopens the arson case, profiling key figures and making use of new sources and archives
to reinvestigate one of the greatest mysteries of the Nazi period.
Empire of Democracy Simon Reid-Henry 2019-06-25 The first panoramic history of the Western world
from the 1970s to the present day, Empire of Democracy is the story for those asking how we got to
where we are. Half a century ago, at the height of the Cold War and amidst a world economic crisis, the
Western democracies were forced to undergo a profound transformation. Against what some saw as a
full-scale “crisis of democracy”— with race riots, anti-Vietnam marches and a wave of worker discontent
sowing crisis from one nation to the next— a new political-economic order was devised and the postwar
social contract was torn up and written anew. In this epic narrative of the events that have shaped our
own times, Simon Reid-Henry shows how liberal democracy, and western history with it, was profoundly
reimagined when the postwar Golden Age ended. As the institutions of liberal rule were reinvented, a
new generation of politicians emerged: Thatcher, Reagan, Mitterrand, Kohl. The late twentieth century
heyday they oversaw carried the Western democracies triumphantly to victory in the Cold War and into
the economic boom of the 1990s. But equally it led them into the fiasco of Iraq, to the high drama of the
financial crisis in 2007/8, and ultimately to the anti-liberal surge of our own times. The present crisis of
liberalism enjoins us to revisit these as yet unscripted decades. The era we have all been living through
is closing out, democracy is turning on its axis once again. As this panoramic history poignantly reminds
us, the choices we make going forward require us first to come to terms with where we have been.
Aspirational Fascism William E. Connolly 2017-10-12 Coming to terms with a new period of
uncertainty when it is still replete with possibilities This quick and engaging study clearly lays out the
United States’ current democratic crisis. Examining the early stages of the Nazi movement in Germany,
William E. Connolly detects synergies with Donald Trump’s rhetorical style. Tapping into a sense of
contemporary fragility, Aspirational Fascism pays particular attention to how conflicts between
neoliberalism and the pluralizing left have placed the white working class in a bind. Ultimately,
Connolly believes a multifaceted democracy constitutes the best antidote to aspirational fascism and
rethinks what a politics of the left might look like today. Forerunners is a thought-in-process series of
breakthrough digital works. Written between fresh ideas and finished books, Forerunners draws on
scholarly work initiated in notable blogs, social media, conference plenaries, journal articles, and the
synergy of academic exchange. This is gray literature publishing: where intense thinking, change, and
speculation take place in scholarship.
Democracy as Death Jason Hickel 2015-02-25 The revolution that brought the African National
Congress (ANC) to power in South Africa was fractured by internal conflict.Ê Migrant workers from
rural Zululand rejected many of the egalitarian values and policies fundamental to the ANCÕs liberal
democratic platform and organized themselves in an attempt to sabotage the movement. This antidemocracy stance, which persists today as a direct critique of ÒfreedomÓ in neoliberal South Africa,
hinges on an idealized vision of the rural home and a hierarchical social order crafted in part by the
technologies of colonial governance over the past century.Ê In analyzing this conflict, Jason Hickel
contributes to broad theoretical debates about liberalism and democratization in the postcolonial world.
Democracy as Death interrogates the Western ideals of individual freedom and agency from the
perspective of those who oppose such ideals, and questions the assumptions underpinning theories of
anti-liberal movements. The book argues that both democracy and the political science that attempts to
explain resistance to it presuppose a model of personhood native to Western capitalism, which may not
operate cross-culturally.
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The Death of Content As King Jon Hinderliter 2020-12-17 The Death of Content as King is a
methodically researched guide that helps you embrace data, not as the new king, but as the voice and
vote.
To Kill A Democracy Debasish Roy Chowdhury 2021-06-24 India is heralded as the world's largest
democracy. Yet, there is now growing alarm about its democratic health. To Kill a Democracy gets to
the heart of the matter. Combining poignant life stories with sharp scholarly insight, it rejects the belief
that India was once a beacon of democracy but is now being ruined by the destructive forces of Modistyle populism. The book details the much deeper historical roots of the present-day assaults on civil
liberties and democratic institutions. Democracy, the authors also argue, is much more than elections
and the separation of powers. It is a whole way of life lived in dignity, and that is why they pay special
attention to the decaying social foundations of Indian democracy. In compelling fashion, the book
describes daily struggles for survival and explains how lived social injustices and unfreedoms rob Indian
elections of their meaning, while at the same time feeding the decadence and iron-fisted rule of its
governing institutions. Much more than a book about India, To Kill A Democracy argues that what is
happening in the country is globally important, and not just because every third person living in a
democracy is an Indian. It shows that when democracies rack and ruin their social foundations, they
don't just kill off the spirit and substance of democracy. They lay the foundations for despotism.
Thailand Unhinged Federico Ferrara 2010 "Thailand Unhinged: Unraveling the Myth of a Thai-Style
Democracy" offers a trenchant analysis of Thai politics and society over the tumultuous years that
followed the ouster of former Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra. Thailand's ongoing political crisis is
explained through the prism of the country's painful post-absolutist history - a history marred by the
systematic sabotage of any meaningful democratic development, the routine hijacking of democratic
institutions, and the continued suffocation of the Thai people's democratic aspirations orchestrated by
an unelected ruling class in an increasingly desperate attempt to hold on to its power. The book
includes scathing critiques of both Thaksin's administration as well as the military-backed government
that came to power in late 2008, following the week-long siege of the country's busiest airports staged
by the "yellow shirts" of the People's Alliance for Democracy. The essays are written in a provocative,
confrontational style - making "Thailand Unhinged" a decidedly unconventional mix of academic
scholarship, literary journalism, and radical pamphleteering. About the Author FEDERICO FERRARA
(PhD, Harvard University) works as Assistant Professor of Political Science at the National University of
Singapore. He will be joining the City University of Hong Kong's Department of Asian and International
Studies in 2010.
The Death of Social Democracy Ashley Lavelle 2016-03-09 Whereas many writers and scholars
interested in the field of social democracy have focused on factors such as the role of economic
globalization and electoral pressures, Ashley Lavelle explores the importance of the collapse of the postwar economic boom and lower growth rates since then. He examines how these pressures have led
social democrats to embrace neo-liberal policies and become threatened by minor parties and
independent politicians. Providing an original argument about the decline of social democracy, the
author investigates how its decline has increased the popularity of minor parties and independents,
along with the reasons for social democratic membership and electoral decline. This is an important
book for scholars of social democracy and the broader themes of world politics, political parties, social
movements and globalization.
The Silent Takeover Noreena Hertz 2002-06-28 Named one of the best books of the year by The
Sunday Times of London, and already a bestseller in England, Noreena Hertz's The Silent Takeover
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explains how corporations in the age of globalization are changing our lives, our society, and our future
-- and are threatening the very basis of our democracy. Of the world's 100 largest economies, fifty-one
are now corporations, only forty-nine are nation-states. The sales of General Motors and Ford are
greater than the GDP (gross domestic product) of the whole of sub-Saharan Africa, and Wal-Mart now
has a turnover higher than the revenues of most of the states of Eastern Europe. Yet few of us are fully
aware of the growing dominance of big business: newspapers continue to place news of the actions of
governments on the front page, with business news relegated to the inside pages. But do governments
really have more influence over our lives than businesses? Do the parties for which we vote have any
real freedom of choice in their actions? Already sparking intense debate in England and on the
Continent, The Silent Takeover provides a new and startling take on the way we live now and who really
governs us. The widely acclaimed young socio-economist Noreena Hertz brilliantly and passionately
reveals how corporations across the world manipulate and pressure governments by means both legal
and illegal; how protest, be it in the form of the protesters of Seattle and Genoa or the boycotting of
genetically altered foods, is often becoming a more effective political weapon than the ballot-box; and
how corporations in many parts of the world are taking over from the state responsibility for everything
from providing technology for schools to healthcare for the community. While the activities of business,
frequently under pressure from the media and the consuming public, can range from the beneficial to
the pernicious, neither public protest nor corporate power is in any way democratic. What is the fate of
democracy in the world of the silent takeover? The Silent Takeover asks us to recognize the growing
contradictions of a world divided between haves and have-nots, of gated communities next to ghettos, of
extreme poverty and unbelievable riches. In the face of these unacceptable extremes, Noreena Hertz
outlines a new agenda to revitalize politics and renew democracy.
Democracy Rules Jan-Werner Müller 2021-07-06 A much-anticipated guide to saving democracy, from
one of our most essential political thinkers. Everyone knows that democracy is in trouble, but do we
know what democracy actually is? Jan-Werner Müller, author of the widely translated and acclaimed
What Is Populism?, takes us back to basics in Democracy Rules. In this short, elegant volume, he
explains how democracy is founded not just on liberty and equality, but also on uncertainty. The latter
will sound unattractive at a time when the pandemic has created unbearable uncertainty for so many.
But it is crucial for ensuring democracy’s dynamic and creative character, which remains one of its
signal advantages over authoritarian alternatives that seek to render politics (and individual citizens)
completely predictable. Müller shows that we need to re-invigorate the intermediary institutions that
have been deemed essential for democracy’s success ever since the nineteenth century: political parties
and free media. Contrary to conventional wisdom, these are not spent forces in a supposed age of postparty populist leadership and post-truth. Müller suggests concretely how democracy’s critical
infrastructure of intermediary institutions could be renovated, re-empowering citizens while also
preserving a place for professionals such as journalists and judges. These institutions are also
indispensable for negotiating a democratic social contract that reverses the secession of plutocrats and
the poorest from a common political world.
Death to Fascism John P. Enyeart 2019-06-30 Born to Slovenian peasants, Louis Adamic commanded
crowds, met with FDR and Truman, and built a prolific career as an author and journalist. Behind the
scenes, he played a leading role in a coalition of black intellectuals and writers, working class militants,
ethnic activists, and others that worked for a multiethnic America and against fascism. John Enyeart
restores Adamic's life to the narrative of American history. Dogged and energetic, Adamic championed
causes that ranged from ethnic and racial equality to worker's rights to anticolonialism. Adamic defied
the consensus that equated being American with Anglo-Protestant culture. Instead, he insisted
newcomers and their ideas kept the American identity in a state of dynamism that pushed it from
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strength to strength. In time, Adamic's views put him at odds with an establishment dedicated to cold
war aggression and white supremacy. He increasingly fought smear campaigns and the distortion of his
views--both of which continued after his probable murder in 1951.
How Democracies Die Steven Levitsky 2018 Fateful alliances -- Gatekeeping in America -- The great
Republican abdication -- Subverting democracy -- The guardrails of democracy -- The unwritten rules of
American politics -- The unraveling -- Trump against the guardrails -- Saving democracy
The Death of Democracy Benjamin Carter Hett 2019-02-21 In the 1930s, Germany was at a turning
point, with many looking to the Nazi phenomenon as part of widespread resentment towards
cosmopolitan liberal democracy and capitalism. This was a global situation that pushed Germany to
embrace authoritarianism, nationalism and economic self-sufficiency, kick-starting a revolution founded
on new media technologies, and the formidable political and self-promotional skills of its leader. Based
on award-winning research and recently discovered archival material, "The Death of Democracy" is a
panoramic new survey of one of the most important periods in modern history, and a book with a
resounding message for the world today.
The Death and Life of American Journalism Robert W McChesney 2011-07-12 American journalism
is collapsing as newspapers and magazines fail and scores of reporters are laid off across the country.
Conventional wisdom says the Internet is to blame, but veteran journalists and media critics Robert W.
McChesney and John Nichols disagree. The crisis of American journalism predates the Great Recession
and digital media boom. What we are witnessing now is the end of the commercial news model and the
opportune moment for the creation of a new system of independent journalism, one subsidized by the
public and capable of safeguarding our democracy.
Twilight of Democracy Anne Applebaum 2020-07-21 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "How did our
democracy go wrong? This extraordinary document ... is Applebaum's answer." —Timothy Snyder,
author of On Tyranny The Pulitzer Prize–winning historian explains, with electrifying clarity, why elites
in democracies around the world are turning toward nationalism and authoritarianism. From the United
States and Britain to continental Europe and beyond, liberal democracy is under siege, while
authoritarianism is on the rise. In Twilight of Democracy, Anne Applebaum, an award-winning historian
of Soviet atrocities who was one of the first American journalists to raise an alarm about antidemocratic
trends in the West, explains the lure of nationalism and autocracy. In this captivating essay, she
contends that political systems with radically simple beliefs are inherently appealing, especially when
they benefit the loyal to the exclusion of everyone else. Elegantly written and urgently argued, Twilight
of Democracy is a brilliant dissection of a world-shaking shift and a stirring glimpse of the road back to
democratic values.
Malaysia: Death of a Democracy John Slimming 1969
Why Religion Is Good for American Democracy Robert Wuthnow 2021-09-07 How the actions and
advocacy of diverse religious communities in the United States have supported democracy’s
development during the past century Does religion benefit democracy? Robert Wuthnow says yes. In
Why Religion Is Good for American Democracy, Wuthnow makes his case by moving beyond the focus
on unifying values or narratives about culture wars and elections. Rather, he demonstrates that the
beneficial contributions of religion are best understood through the lens of religious diversity. The
religious composition of the United States comprises many groups, organizations, and individuals that
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vigorously, and sometimes aggressively, contend for what they believe to be good and true. Unwelcome
as this contention can be, it is rarely extremist, violent, or autocratic. Instead, it brings alternative and
innovative perspectives to the table, forcing debates about what it means to be a democracy. Wuthnow
shows how American religious diversity works by closely investigating religious advocacy spanning the
past century: during the Great Depression, World War II, the civil rights movement, the debates about
welfare reform, the recent struggles for immigrant rights and economic equality, and responses to the
coronavirus pandemic. The engagement of religious groups in advocacy and counteradvocacy has
sharpened arguments about authoritarianism, liberty of conscience, freedom of assembly, human
dignity, citizens’ rights, equality, and public health. Wuthnow hones in on key principles of democratic
governance and provides a hopeful yet realistic appraisal of what religion can and cannot achieve. At a
time when many observers believe American democracy to be in dire need of revitalization, Why
Religion Is Good for American Democracy illustrates how religious groups have contributed to this end
and how they might continue to do so despite the many challenges faced by the nation.
Democracy Against Itself Mark Chou 2014-06-18 Why do some democracies self-destruct? Using the
collapse of democracy in ancient Athens and the Weimar Republic, as well as the uncertain fate of
democratic rule in the United States and China today as illustrative examples, Mark Chou examines the
conditions and characteristics of democracy that make it prone to self-destruct. In drawing out the
political lessons from these past collapses, he explains how a democracy can, simply by being
democratic, sow the seeds of its own destruction.
The Death of "Why?" Andrea Batista Schlesinger 2009-06-26 A look at how Americans are losing their
sense of curiosity and skepticism, and how some are working to change that. The spirit of inquiry is the
engine of democracy. The democratic process is nothing less than citizens regularly asking what kind of
society they want to live in and whom they want to lead them. But more and more people are avoiding
the whole messy business of questioning. Americans are instead being trained to look for ready-made
answers, with potentially dire implications for the health of our society. In this impassioned new book,
Andrea Batista Schlesinger argues that we’re besieged by cultural forces that urge us to avoid
independent thought and critical analysis. The media reduces politics to a spectator sport, focusing on
polls and personalities rather than issues and ideas. Schools teach to standardized tests—students learn
to fill in the bubbles, not open their minds. “Financial literacy” courses have replaced civics classes,
graduating smart shoppers rather than informed citizens. Even the Internet promotes habits that
discourage inquiry. Regurgitating search-engine results becomes a substitute for genuine research and
reflection. Social networks promote connection rather than engagement. With all the information
available online, over a third of those younger than twenty-five say they get no news on a typical day, up
from twenty-five percent in 1998. The situation isn’t hopeless. Batista Schlesinger spotlights individuals
and institutions across the country that are working to renew a healthy sense of curiosity and
skepticism, particularly in American’s youth. It is, at this point, an uphill battle but one well worth
undertaking. The Death of “Why?” offers both a penetrating socio-cultural critique of our current path
and a way forward for cultivating inquiry and reinvigorating our democracy. “From her start in politics
as a teenager Andrea Batista Schlesinger has asked the important questions. Now she asks her most
important: are we teaching young people to value inquiry, and if not, what hope can we have for the
future of democracy?”—Katrina vanden Heuvel, Publisher, The Nation “The Death of “Why?” makes the
case that we cannot create social change without a culture of questioning. We should pay close
attention to this brilliant contribution.”—Deepak Bhargava, executive director, Center for Community
Change “She asks the right questions at a time when we seem more eager for answers that we don’t
understand or care about.”—Deborah Meier, Senior Scholar, New York University, author of In Schools
We Trust and The Power of Their Ideas, and founder of innovative New York and Boston area public
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schools
Crossing Hitler Benjamin Carter Hett 2008-09-18 During a 1931 trial of four Nazi stormtroopers,
known as the Eden Dance Palace trial, Hans Litten grilled Hitler in a brilliant and merciless three-hour
cross-examination, forcing him into multiple contradictions and evasions and finally reducing him to
helpless and humiliating rage (the transcription of Hitler's full testimony is included.) At the time, Hitler
was still trying to prove his embrace of legal methods, and distancing himself from his stormtroopers.
The courageous Litten revealed his true intentions, and in the process, posed a real threat to Nazi
ambition. When the Nazis seized power two years after the trial, friends and family urged Litten to flee
the country. He stayed and was sent to the concentration camps, where he worked on translations of
medieval German poetry, shared the money and food he was sent by his wealthy family, and taught
working-class inmates about art and literature. When Jewish prisoners at Dachau were locked in their
barracks for weeks at a time, Litten kept them sane by reciting great works from memory. After five
years of torture and hard labor-and a daring escape that failed-Litten gave up hope of survival. His story
was ultimately tragic but, as Benjamin Hett writes in this gripping narrative, it is also redemptive. "It is
a story of human nobility in the face of barbarism." The first full-length biography of Litten, the book
also explores the turbulent years of the Weimar Republic and the terror of Nazi rule in Germany after
1933. [in sidebar] Winner of the 2007 Fraenkel Prize for outstanding work of contemporary history, in
manuscript. To be published throughout the world.
The Death of Expertise Tom Nichols 2017-02-01 Technology and increasing levels of education have
exposed people to more information than ever before. These societal gains, however, have also helped
fuel a surge in narcissistic and misguided intellectual egalitarianism that has crippled informed debates
on any number of issues. Today, everyone knows everything: with only a quick trip through WebMD or
Wikipedia, average citizens believe themselves to be on an equal intellectual footing with doctors and
diplomats. All voices, even the most ridiculous, demand to be taken with equal seriousness, and any
claim to the contrary is dismissed as undemocratic elitism. Tom Nichols' The Death of Expertise shows
how this rejection of experts has occurred: the openness of the internet, the emergence of a customer
satisfaction model in higher education, and the transformation of the news industry into a 24-hour
entertainment machine, among other reasons. Paradoxically, the increasingly democratic dissemination
of information, rather than producing an educated public, has instead created an army of ill-informed
and angry citizens who denounce intellectual achievement. When ordinary citizens believe that no one
knows more than anyone else, democratic institutions themselves are in danger of falling either to
populism or to technocracy or, in the worst case, a combination of both. An update to the 2017breakout
hit, the paperback edition of The Death of Expertise provides a new foreword to cover the alarming
exacerbation of these trends in the aftermath of Donald Trump's election. Judging from events on the
ground since it first published, The Death of Expertise issues a warning about the stability and survival
of modern democracy in the Information Age that is even more important today.
The Life and Death of Democracy John Keane 2009-06-01 John Keane's The Life and Death of
Democracy will inspire and shock its readers. Presenting the first grand history of democracy for well
over a century, it poses along the way some tough and timely questions: can we really be sure that
democracy had its origins in ancient Greece? How did democratic ideals and institutions come to have
the shape they do today? Given all the recent fanfare about democracy promotion, why are many people
now gripped by the feeling that a bad moon is rising over all the world's democracies? Do they indeed
have a future? Or is perhaps democracy fated to melt away, along with our polar ice caps? The work of
one of Britain's leading political writers, this is no mere antiquarian history. Stylishly written, this
superb book confronts its readers with an entirely fresh and irreverent look at the past, present and
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future of democracy. It unearths the beginnings of such precious institutions and ideals as government
by public assembly, votes for women, the secret ballot, trial by jury and press freedom. It tracks the
changing, hotly disputed meanings of democracy and describes quite a few of the extraordinary
characters, many of them long forgotten, who dedicated their lives to building or defending democracy.
And it explains why democracy is still potentially the best form of government on earth -- and why
democracies everywhere are sleepwalking their way into deep trouble.
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