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Conan Doyle for the Defense Margalit Fox 2019-06-25 “A wonderfully vivid portrait of the
man behind Sherlock Holmes . . . Like all the best historical true crime books, it’s about so
much more than crime.”—Tana French, author of In the Woods A sensational Edwardian
murder. A scandalous wrongful conviction. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle to the rescue—a true story.
After a wealthy woman was brutally murdered in her Glasgow home in 1908, the police found
a convenient suspect in Oscar Slater, an immigrant Jewish cardsharp. Though he was known to
be innocent, Slater was tried, convicted, and consigned to life at hard labor. Outraged by this
injustice, Arthur Conan Doyle, already world renowned as the creator of Sherlock Holmes, used
the methods of his most famous character to reinvestigate the case, ultimately winning
Slater’s freedom. With “an eye for the telling detail, a forensic sense of evidence and a relish
for research” (The Wall Street Journal), Margalit Fox immerses readers in the science of
Edwardian crime detection and illuminates a watershed moment in its history, when reﬂexive
prejudice began to be replaced by reason and the scientiﬁc method. Praise for Conan Doyle for
the Defense “Artful and compelling . . . [Fox’s] narrative momentum never ﬂags. . . . Conan
Doyle for the Defense will captivate almost any reader while being pure catnip for the devotee
of true-crime writing.”—The Washington Post “Developed with brio . . . [Fox] is excellent in
linking the 19th-century creation of policing and detection with the development of both
detective ﬁction and the science of forensics—ballistics, ﬁngerprints, toxicology and
serology—as well as the quasi science of ‘criminal anthropology.’”—The New York Times Book
Review “[Fox] has an eye for the telling detail, a forensic sense of evidence and a relish for
research.”—The Wall Street Journal “Gripping . . . The book works on two levels, much like a
good Holmes case. First, it is a ﬂuid story of a crime. . . . Second, and more pertinently, it is a
deeper story of how prejudice against a class of people, the covering up of sloppy police work
and a poisonous political atmosphere can doom an innocent. We should all heed Holmes’s
salutary lesson: rationally follow the facts to ﬁnd the truth.”—Time
Rivals of the Ripper Jan Bondeson 2016-02-04 When discussing unsolved murders of women
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in late Victorian London, most people think of the depredations of Jack the Ripper, the
Whitechapel Murderer. But he was just one of a string of phantom murderers whose unsolved
slayings outraged late Victorian Britain. The mysterious Great Coram Street, Burton Crescent
and Euston Square murders were talked about with bated breath, and the northern part of
Bloomsbury got the unﬂattering nickname of the ‘murder neighbourhood’ thanks to its
profusion of unsolved mysteries. Marvel at the convoluted Kingswood Mystery, littered with
fake names and mistaken identities; be puzzled by the blackmail and secret marriage in the
Cannon Street Murder; and shudder at the vicious yet silent killing in St Giles that took place in
a crowded house in the dead of night. Rivals of the Ripper is the ﬁrst to resurrect these
unsolved Victorian murder mysteries, and to highlight the ghoulish handiwork of the Rivals of
the Ripper: the spectral killers of gas-lit London.
Murder by Candlelight Michael Knox Beran 2015-08-15 In the early nineteenth century, a
series of murders took place in and around London which shocked the whole of England. The
appalling nature of the crimes—a brutal slaying in the gambling netherworld, the slaughter of
two entire households, and the ﬁrst of the modern lust-murders—was magniﬁed not only by
the lurid atmosphere of an age in which candlelight gave way to gaslight, but also by the
eﬀorts of some of the keenest minds of the period to uncover the gruesomest details of the
killings.These slayings took place against the backdrop of a London in which the splendor of
the fashionable world was haunted by the squalor of the slums. Sir Walter Scott, Lord Byron,
Thomas De Quincey, Thomas Carlyle, and Percy Bysshe Shelley and others were fascinated by
the blood and deviltry of the macabre. In their contemplations of the most notorious murders
of their time, they discerned in the act of killing itself a depth of hideousness that we have lost
sight of, now living in an age in which murder has been reduced to a problem of social science
and skillful detective work. Interweaving these cultural vignettes alongside criminal history,
acclaimed author Michael Beran paints a vivid picture of a time when homicide was thought of
as the intrusion of the diabolic into ordinary life.
Consuming Passions: Leisure and Pleasure in Victorian Britain Judith Flanders
2009-10-01 A delightful and fascinating social history of Victorians at leisure, told through the
letters, diaries, journals and novels of nineteenth-century men and women, from the author of
the bestselling ‘The Victorian House’.
Pretty Jane and the Viper of Kidbrooke Lane Paul Thomas Murphy 2016-04-15 On April
26th, 1871, a police constable walking one of London’s remotest beats stumbled upon a
brutalized young woman kneeling in the muddy road. She stretched out her hand to him,
collapsed in the mud, muttered, “Let me die,” and slipped into a coma. Five days later, she
died, her identity still unknown.Within hours of her discovery, scores of Metropolitan Police
oﬃcers were involved in the investigation, while Scotland Yard sent one of its top detectives to
lead it. On the day of her death, the police discovered the girl's identity: Jane Maria Clouson, a
sixteen-year-old servant to the Pooks, a respectable Greenwich family. Hours later, they
arrested her master's son, twenty-year-old Edmund, for her murder.An epic tale of law and
disorder, Pretty Jane and the Viper of Kidbrooke Lane is the story of the majesty—and the
travesty—of the nineteenth-century British legal system. Using an abundant collection of
primary sources, Paul Thomas Murphy creates a gripping narrative of the police procedural
and the ensuing legal drama, and, applying contemporary forensic methods to this Victorian
cold case, reveals deﬁnitively the identity of Jane Clouson's murderer.
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Victorian Murderesses Mary S. Hartman 2014-06-18 Riveting combination of true crime and
social history examines a dozen famous cases, oﬀering illuminating details of the accused
women's backgrounds, deeds, and trials. "Vividly written, meticulously researched." — Choice.
A Place for Everything Judith Flanders 2020-10-20 From a New York Times-bestselling
historian comes the story of how the alphabet ordered our world. A Place for Everything is the
ﬁrst-ever history of alphabetization, from the Library of Alexandria to Wikipedia. The story of
alphabetical order has been shaped by some of history's most compelling characters, such as
industrious and enthusiastic early adopter Samuel Pepys and dedicated alphabet champion
Denis Diderot. But though even George Washington was a proponent, many others stuck to
older forms of classiﬁcation -- Yale listed its students by their family's social status until 1886.
And yet, while the order of the alphabet now rules -- libraries, phone books, reference books,
even the order of entry for the teams at the Olympic Games -- it has remained curiously
invisible. With abundant inquisitiveness and wry humor, historian Judith Flanders traces the
triumph of alphabetical order and oﬀers a compendium of Western knowledge, from A to Z. A
Times (UK) Best Book of 2020
Dirty Old London Lee Jackson 2014-01-01 In Victorian London, ﬁlth was everywhere: horse
traﬃc ﬁlled the streets with dung, household rubbish went uncollected, cesspools brimmed
with "night soil," graveyards teemed with rotting corpses, the air itself was choked with
smoke. In this intimately visceral book, Lee Jackson guides us through the underbelly of the
Victorian metropolis, introducing us to the men and women who struggled to stem a rising tide
of pollution and dirt, and the forces that opposed them. Through thematic chapters, Jackson
describes how Victorian reformers met with both triumph and disaster. Full of individual stories
and overlooked details--from the dustmen who grew rich from recycling, to the peculiar history
of the public toilet--this riveting book gives us a fresh insight into the minutiae of daily life and
the wider challenges posed by the unprecedented growth of the Victorian capital.
All that Remains Sue Black 2019-03-05 Book of the Year, 2018 Saltire Literary Awards A
CrimeReads Best True Crime Book of the Month For fans of Caitlin Doughty, Mary Roach, and
CSI shows, a renowned forensic scientist on death and mortality. Dame Sue Black is an
internationally renowned forensic anthropologist and human anatomist. She has lived her life
eye to eye with the Grim Reaper, and she writes vividly about it in this book, which is part
primer on the basics of identifying human remains, part frank memoir of a woman whose ﬁrst
paying job as a schoolgirl was to apprentice in a butcher shop, and part no-nonsense but
deeply humane introduction to the reality of death in our lives. It is a treat for CSI junkies,
murder mystery and thriller readers, and anyone seeking a clear-eyed guide to a subject that
touches us all. Cutting through hype, romanticism, and cliché, she recounts her ﬁrst
dissection; her own ﬁrst acquaintance with a loved one’s death; the mortal remains in her lab
and at burial sites as well as scenes of violence, murder, and criminal dismemberment; and
about investigating mass fatalities due to war, accident, or natural disaster, such as the 2004
Indian Ocean tsunami. She uses key cases to reveal how forensic science has developed and
what her work has taught her about human nature. Acclaimed by bestselling crime writers and
fellow scientists alike, All That Remains is neither sad nor macabre. While Professor Black tells
of tragedy, she also infuses her stories with a wicked sense of humor and much common
sense.
The Invention of Murder Judith Flanders 2013-07-23 "Superb... Flanders's convincing and smart
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synthesis of the evolution of an oﬃcial police force, ﬁctional detectives, and real-life cause
célèbres will appeal to devotees of true crime and detective ﬁction alike." -Publishers Weekly,
starred review In this fascinating exploration of murder in nineteenth century England, Judith
Flanders examines some of the most gripping cases that captivated the Victorians and gave
rise to the ﬁrst detective ﬁction Murder in the nineteenth century was rare. But murder as
sensation and entertainment became ubiquitous, with cold-blooded killings transformed into
novels, broadsides, ballads, opera, and melodrama-even into puppet shows and performing
dog-acts. Detective ﬁction and the new police force developed in parallel, each imitating the
other-the founders of Scotland Yard gave rise to Dickens's Inspector Bucket, the ﬁrst ﬁctional
police detective, who in turn inﬂuenced Sherlock Holmes and, ultimately, even P.D. James and
Patricia Cornwell. In this meticulously researched and engrossing book, Judith Flanders retells
the gruesome stories of many diﬀerent types of murder in Great Britain, both famous and
obscure: from Greenacre, who transported his dismembered ﬁancée around town by omnibus,
to Burke and Hare's bodysnatching business in Edinburgh; from the crimes (and myths) of
Sweeney Todd and Jack the Ripper, to the tragedy of the murdered Marr family in London's
East End. Through these stories of murder-from the brutal to the pathetic-Flanders builds a
rich and multi-faceted portrait of Victorian society in Great Britain. With an irresistible cast of
swindlers, forgers, and poisoners, the mad, the bad and the utterly dangerous, The Invention
of Murder is both a mesmerizing tale of crime and punishment, and history at its most
readable.
The Victorian Book of the Dead Chris Woodyard 2014-09 Macabre tales of death and mourning
in Victorian America.
The Battered Body Beneath the Flagstones, and Other Victorian Scandals Michelle
Morgan 2019-05-28 'Ghoulishly entertaining' Jacqueline Banerjee, Times Literary Supplement A
grisly book dedicated to the crimes, perversions and outrages of Victorian England, covering
high-proﬁle oﬀences - such as the murder of actor William Terriss, whose stabbing at the stage
door of the Adelphi Theatre in 1897 ﬁlled the front pages for many weeks - as well as lesserknown transgressions that scandalised the Victorian era. The tales include murders and violent
crimes, but also feature scandals that merely amused the Victorians. These include the story
of a teenage man who married an actress, only to be shipped oﬀ to Australia by his disgusted
parents; and the Italian ice-cream man who only meant to buy his sweetheart a hat but ended
up proposing marriage instead. When he broke it oﬀ, his ﬁancée's father sued him and the
story was dubbed the 'Amusing Aberdeen Breach of Promise Case'. Also present is the
gruesome story of the murder of Patrick O Connor who was shot in the head and buried under
the kitchen ﬂagstones by his lover Maria Manning and her husband, Frederick. The couple's
subsequent trial caused a sensation and even author Charles Dickens attended the grisly
public hanging. Drawing on a range of sources from university records and Old Bailey
transcripts to national and regional newspaper archives, Michelle Morgan's research sheds
new light on well-known stories as well as unearthing previously unknown incidents.
The Invention of Murder Judith Flanders 2011 Murder in the 19th century was rare. But murder
as a sensation and entertainment began and became ubiquitous, transformed into novels, into
broadsides and into ballads, into theatre melodrama and opera. From the crimes of Sweeney
Todd, Jack the Ripper and the tragedies of the murdered Marr family in London's East End.
Blood, Bullets, and Bones Bridget Heos 2016-10-04 Blood, Bullets, and Bones provides
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young readers with a fresh and fascinating look at the ever-evolving science of forensics. Since
the introduction of DNA testing, forensic science has been in the forefront of the public’s
imagination, thanks especially to popular television shows like CSI: Crime Scene Investigation.
But forensic analysis has been practiced for thousands of years. Ancient Chinese detectives
studied dead bodies for signs of foul play, and in Victorian England, oﬃcials used crime scene
photography and criminal proﬁling to investigate the Jack the Ripper murders. In the
intervening decades, forensic science has evolved to use the most cutting-edge, innovative
techniques and technologies. In this book, acclaimed author Bridget Heos uses real-life cases
to tell the history of modern forensic science, from the ﬁrst test for arsenic poisoning to
ﬁngerprinting, ﬁrearm and blood spatter analysis, DNA evidence, and all the important
milestones in between. By turns captivating and shocking, Blood, Bullets, and Bones
demonstrates the essential role forensic science has played in our criminal justice system.
The Making of Home Judith Flanders 2015-09-08 The idea that 'home' is a special place, a
separate place, a place where we can be our true selves, is so obvious to us today that we
barely pause to think about it. But, as Judith Flanders shows in her best and most ambitious
work to date, "home" is a relatively new idea. In The Making of Home, Flanders traces the
evolution of the house from the sixteenth to the early twentieth century across northern
Europe and America, showing how the homes we know today bear only a faint resemblance to
homes though history. What turned a house into the concept of home? Why did northwestern
Europe, a politically unimportant, sociologically underdeveloped region of the world, suddenly
became the powerhouse of the Industrial Revolution, the capitalist crucible that created
modernity? While investigating these important questions, Flanders uncovers the fascinating
development of ordinary household items--from cutlery, chairs and curtains, to the ﬁtted
kitchen, plumbing and windows--while also dismantling many domestic myths. In this
prodigiously researched and engagingly written book, Flanders brilliantly and elegantly draws
together the threads of religion, history, economics, technology and the arts to show not
merely what happened, but why it happened: how we ended up in a world where we can all
say, like Dorothy in Oz, "There's no place like home."
A Circle of Sisters Judith Flanders 2005 Traces the lives and inﬂuences of the four
MacDonald sisters of nineteenth-century Britain, citing their origins in the poorly educated
lower-middle class, their identities as the wives or mothers of famous artists and leaders, and
the social changes that enabled their achievements. 10,000 ﬁrst printing.
A Murder of Magpies Judith Flanders 2015-02-24 A whip-smart, impeccably crafted debut
mystery, A Murder of Magpies takes readers on a whirlwind tour of London and Paris with an
unforgettably original new heroine It's just another day at the oﬃce for London book editor
Samantha "Sam" Clair. Checking jacket copy for howlers, wondering how to break it to her star
novelist that her latest eﬀort is utterly unpublishable, lunch scheduled with gossipy author Kit
Lowell, whose new book will dish the juicy dirt on a recent fashion industry scandal. Little does
she know the trouble Kit's book will cause-before it even goes to print. When police Inspector
Field turns up at the venerable oﬃces of Timmins & Ross, asking questions about a package
addressed to Sam, she knows something is wrong. Now Sam's nine-to-ﬁve life is turned upside
down as she ﬁnds herself propelled into a criminal investigation. Someone doesn't want Kit's
manuscript published and unless Sam can put the pieces together in time, they'll do anything
to stop it. With this deliciously funny debut novel, acclaimed author Judith Flanders introduces
readers to an enormously enjoyable, too-clever-for-her-own-good new amateur sleuth, as well
the-invention-of-murder-how-the-victorians-revelled
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Sam's Goth assistant, her eﬀortlessly glamorous mother, and the handsome Inspector Field. A
tremendously entertaining read, this page-turning novel from a bright new crime ﬁction talent
is impossible to put down.
The Semi-detached House Emily Eden 1860
The A-Z of Victorian Crime Neil R. A. Bell 2016-07-15 The new deﬁnitive guide to Victorian
crime.
Childhood & Death in Victorian England Sarah Seaton 2017-06-30 In this fascinating book, the
reader is taken on a journey of real life accounts of Victorian children, how they lived, worked,
played and ultimately died. Many of these stories have remained hidden for over 100 years.
They are now unearthed to reveal the hardship and cruel conditions experienced by many
youngsters, such as a traveling fair child, an apprentice at sea and a trapper. The lives of the
children of prostitutes, servant girls, debutantes and married women all intermingle, uniﬁed by
one common factor death.Drawing on actual instances of Infanticide and baby farming the
reader is taken into a world of unmarried mothers, whose shame at being pregnant drove
them to carry out horrendous crimes yet walk free from court, without consequence. For
others, they were not so lucky.The Victorian children in this publication lived in the rapidly
changing world of the Industrial Revolution. With the introduction of the New Poor Law in 1834
the future for some pauper children changed but not for the better. Studies have also
unearthed a religious sect known as the Peculiar People and gives an insight into their
beliefs.This book is not recommended for those easily oﬀended as it does contain graphic
descriptions of some child murders, although not intended to glorify the tragedies, they were
necessary to inform the reader of the horriﬁc extent that some killers went to.This book will
appeal to anyone with an interest in the social history of the Victorian period.
The Arsenic Century James C. Whorton 2010-01-28 Arsenic is rightly infamous as the poison of
choice for Victorian murderers. Yet the great majority of fatalities from arsenic in the
nineteenth century came not from intentional poisoning, but from accident. Kept in many
homes for the purpose of poisoning rats, the white powder was easily mistaken for sugar or
ﬂour and often incorporated into the family dinner. It was also widely present in green dyes,
used to tint everything from candles and candies to curtains, wallpaper, and clothing (it was
arsenic in old lace that was the danger). Whether at home amidst arsenical curtains and
wallpapers, at work manufacturing these products, or at play swirling about the papered,
curtained ballroom in arsenical gowns and gloves, no one was beyond the poison's reach.
Drawing on the medical, legal, and popular literature of the time, The Arsenic Century paints a
vivid picture of its wide-ranging and insidious presence in Victorian daily life, weaving together
the history of its emergence as a nearly inescapable household hazard with the sordid story of
its frequent employment as a tool of murder and suicide. And ultimately, as the ﬁnal chapter
suggests, arsenic in Victorian Britain was very much the pilot episode for a series of
environmental poisoning dramas that grew ever more common during the twentieth century
and still has no end in sight.
The Art of the English Murder: From Jack the Ripper and Sherlock Holmes to Agatha
Christie and Alfred Hitchcock Lucy Worsley 2014-10-15 The history of the evolution of the
traditional English murder, from Jack the Ripper and Sherlock Holmes to the cozy crimes of the
Golden Age. Murder—a dark, shameful deed, the last resort of the desperate or a vile tool of
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the greedy. And a very strange obsession. But where did this ﬁxation develop? And what does
it tell us about ourselves? Our fascination with crimes like these became a form of national
entertainment, inspiring novels and plays, prose and paintings, poetry and true-crime
journalism. At a point during the birth of the modern era, murder entered the popular psyche,
and it’s been a part of us ever since. The Art of the English Murder is a unique exploration of
the art of crime—and a riveting investigation into the English criminal soul by one of our ﬁnest
historians.
Strange Victoriana Jan Bondeson 2018-11-15 Meet the Victorians in their strangest forms.
After reading this book, your views on Victorian culture will change forever.
How to be a Victorian Ruth Goodman 2013-06-27 TRAVEL BACK IN TIME WITH THE BBC'S RUTH
GOODMAN We know what life was like for Victoria and Albert. But what was it like for a
commoner - like you or me? How did it feel to cook with coal and wash with tea leaves? Drink
beer for breakfast and clean your teeth with cuttleﬁsh? Catch the omnibus to work and do the
laundry in your corset? How to be a Victorian by Ruth Goodman is a radical new approach to
history; a journey back in time more personal than anything before. Moving through the
rhythm of the day, this astonishing guide illuminates the overlapping worlds of health, sex,
fashion, food, school, work and play. Surviving everyday life came down to the gritty details,
the small necessities and tricks of living and Ruth will show you how. If you liked A Time
Traveller's Guide to Medieval England or 1000 Years of Annoying the French, you will love this
book. ______________________ 'Goodman skilfully creates a portrait of daily Victorian life with
accessible, compelling, and deeply sensory prose' Erin Entrada Kelly 'We're lucky to have such
a knowledgeable cicerone as Ruth Goodman . . . Revelatory' Alexandra Kimball 'Goodman's
research is impeccable . . . taking the reader through an average day and presenting the
oddities of life without condescension' Patricia Hagen
Stan Lee Adrian Mackinder 2021-05-12 Stan Lee: How Marvel Changed the World is not just
another biography. It is a journey through twentieth century American history, seen through
the life of a man who personiﬁed the American Dream. This book shows how Stan Lee’s life
reﬂects the evolution of American entertainment, society and popular culture throughout the
1900s and beyond. Along the way, bold questions will be asked. Was Stan Lee himself a
superhuman creation, just a mask to protect his true, more complicated secret identity? Just
like the vibrant panels of the comics he wrote, Lee’s life, it seems, is never black and white.
Sourced from Lee’s own words, this book also includes brand new and exclusive interviews
with Marvel comic book creators, for whom Lee’s work proved an invaluable inspiration.
Upbeat, accessible and fun, this book is told with a glint in the eye and a ﬂair for the theatrical
that would make Stan Lee proud. This is a bold celebration of the power of storytelling and a
ﬁtting tribute to Stan Lee’s enduring legacy. Excelsior!
The Victorian House Judith Flanders 2003 A middle class home, circa 1850, of the sort that
many people live in today, is the focus of Judith Flanders' book. The Victorian age is both
recent and unimaginably distant. In the most prosperous and technologically advanced nation
in the world, people carried slops up and down stairs; buried meat in fresh earth to prevent
mould forming; wrung sheets out in boiling water with their bare hands. This drudgery was
routinely performed by the parents of people still living, but the knowledge of it has passed as
if it had never been. Running water, stoves, ﬂush lavatories - even lavatory paper - arrived
slowly throughout the century; and most were luxuries available only to the prosperous.
the-invention-of-murder-how-the-victorians-revelled
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Crime and Punishment in Victorian London Ross Gilﬁllan 2014-03-03 Discover the seamy
history of nineteenth-century England that has inspired countless crime novels and ﬁlms.
Victorian London: All over the city, watches, purses, and handkerchiefs disappear from
pockets; goods migrate from warehouses, oﬀ docks, and out of shop windows. Burglaries are
rife, shoplifting is carried on in West End stores, and people fall victim to all kinds of ingenious
swindles. Pornographers proliferate and an estimated eighty thousand prostitutes operate on
the city’s streets. Even worse, the vulnerable are robbed in dark alleys or garroted, a new kind
of mugging in which the victim is half-strangled from behind while being stripped of his
possessions. This history takes you to nineteenth-century London’s grimy rookeries, home to
thousands of the city’s poorest and most desperate residents. Explore the crime-ridden slums,
ﬂash houses, and gin palaces from a unique street-level view—and meet the people who
inhabited them.
The Victorian City Judith Flanders 2014-07-15 From the New York Times bestselling and
critically acclaimed author of The Invention of Murder, an extraordinary, revelatory portrait of
everyday life on the streets of Dickens' London. The nineteenth century was a time of
unprecedented change, and nowhere was this more apparent than London. In only a few
decades, the capital grew from a compact Regency town into a sprawling metropolis of 6.5
million inhabitants, the largest city the world had ever seen. Technology—railways, streetlighting, and sewers—transformed both the city and the experience of city-living, as London
expanded in every direction. Now Judith Flanders, one of Britain's foremost social historians,
explores the world portrayed so vividly in Dickens' novels, showing life on the streets of
London in colorful, fascinating detail.From the moment Charles Dickens, the century's bestloved English novelist and London's greatest observer, arrived in the city in 1822, he
obsessively walked its streets, recording its pleasures, curiosities and cruelties. Now, with him,
Judith Flanders leads us through the markets, transport systems, sewers, rivers, slums, alleys,
cemeteries, gin palaces, chop-houses and entertainment emporia of Dickens' London, to
reveal the Victorian capital in all its variety, vibrancy, and squalor. From the colorful cries of
street-sellers to the uncomfortable reality of travel by omnibus, to the many uses for the body
parts of dead horses and the unimaginably grueling working days of hawker children, no detail
is too small, or too strange. No one who reads Judith Flanders's meticulously researched,
captivatingly written The Victorian City will ever view London in the same light again.
The Wicked Boy Kate Summerscale 2016 First published in Great Britain by Bloomsbury
Publishing.
The Suspicions of Mr. Whicher Kate Summerscale 2008-11-03 _______________ A beautiful
new limited edition paperback of The Suspicions of Mr. Whicher, published as part of the
Bloomsbury Modern Classics list _______________ WINNER OF THE SAMUEL JOHNSON PRIZE FOR
NON-FICTION THE NUMBER ONE BESTSELLER A RICHARD AND JUDY BOOK CLUB PICK
_______________ 'A remarkable achievement' - Sunday Times 'A classic, to my mind, of the
ﬁnest documentary writing' - John le Carré 'Absolutely riveting' - Sarah Waters, Guardian
_______________ On a summer's morning in 1860, the Kent family awakes in their elegant
Wiltshire home to a terrible discovery; their youngest son has been brutally murdered. When
celebrated detective Jack Whicher is summoned from Scotland Yard he faces the unenviable
task of identifying the killer – when the grieving family are the suspects. The original Victorian
whodunnit, the murder and its investigation provoked national hysteria at the thought of what
might be festering behind the locked doors of respectable homes – scheming servants,
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rebellious children, insanity, jealousy, loneliness and loathing. _______________ 'Nothing less
than a masterpiece' - Craig Brown, Mail on Sunday 'Terriﬁc' - Ian Rankin 'A triumph' - Observer
'Gripping, unputdownable' - Sunday Telegraph 'A terriﬁc read in the Wilkie Collins tradition' Susan Hill 'The best whodunnit of the year - and it's all true ... Agatha Christie, eat your heart
out' - Sebastian Shakespeare, Tatler
Murder by the Book Claire Harman 2020-02-04 Early on the morning of May 6, 1840, the
elderly Lord William Russell was found in his London house with his throat so deeply cut that
his head was nearly severed. The crime soon had everyone, including Queen Victoria,
feverishly speculating about motives and methods. But when the prime suspect claimed to
have been inspired by a sensational crime novel, it sent shock waves through literary London
and drew both Dickens and Thackeray into the fray. Could a novel really lead someone to kill?
In Murder by the Book, Claire Harman blends a riveting true-crime whodunit with a fascinating
account of the rise of the popular novel and the early battle for its soul among the most
famous writers of the day.
Inventing the Victorians Matthew Sweet 2014-06-03 "Suppose that everything we think we
know about the Victorians is wrong." So begins Inventing the Victorians by Matthew Sweet, a
compact and mind-bending whirlwind tour through the soul of the nineteenth century, and a
round debunking of our assumptions about it. The Victorians have been victims of the "the
enormous condescension of posterity," in the historian E. P. Thompson's phrase. Locked in the
drawing room, theirs was an age when, supposedly, existence was stultifying, dank, and overfurnished, and when behavior conformed so rigorously to proprieties that the repressed results
put Freud into business. We think we have the Victorians pegged--as self-righteous,
imperialist, racist, materialist, hypocritical and, worst of all, earnest. Oh how wrong we are,
argues Matthew Sweet in this highly entertaining, provocative, and illuminating look at our
great, and great-great, grandparents. One hundred years after Queen Victoria's death, Sweet
forces us to think again about her century, entombed in our minds by Dickens, the Elephant
Man, Sweeney Todd, and by images of unfettered capitalism and grinding poverty. Sweet
believes not only that we're wrong about the Victorians but profoundly indebted to them. In
ways we have been slow to acknowledge, their age and our own remain closely intertwined.
The Victorians invented the theme park, the shopping mall, the movies, the penny arcade, the
roller coaster, the crime novel, and the sensational newspaper story. Sweet also argues that
our twenty-ﬁrst century smugness about how far we have evolved is misplaced. The Victorians
were less racist than we are, less religious, less violent, and less intolerant. Far from being an
outcast, Oscar Wilde was a fairly typical Victorian man; the love that dared not speak its name
was declared itself fairly openly. In 1868 the ﬁrst international cricket match was played
between an English team and an Australian team composed entirely of aborigines. The
Victorians loved sensation, novelty, scandal, weekend getaways, and the latest conveniences
(by 1869, there were image-capable telegraphs; in 1873 a store had a machine that dispensed
milk to after-hours' shoppers). Does all this sound familiar? As Sweet proves in this fascinating,
eye-opening book, the reﬂection we ﬁnd in the mirror of the nineteenth century is our own. We
inhabit buildings built by the Victorians; some of us use their sewer system and ride on the
railways they built. We dismiss them because they are the age against whom we have deﬁned
our own. In brilliant style, Inventing the Victorians shows how much we have been missing.
The Rise of True Crime: 20th-Century Murder and American Popular Culture Jean
Murley 2008-08-30 During the 1950s and 1960s True Detective magazine developed a new
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way of narrating and understanding murder. It was more sensitive to context, gave more
psychologically sophisticated accounts, and was more willing to make conjectures about the
unknown thoughts and motivations of killers than others had been before. This turned out to
be the start of a revolution, and, after a century of escalating accounts, we have now become
a nation of experts, with many ordinary people able to speak intelligently about blood-spatter
patterns and organized vs. disorganized serial killers. The Rise of True Crime examines the
various genres of true crime using the most popular and well-known examples. And despite its
examination of some of the potentially negative eﬀects of the genre, it is written for people
who read and enjoy true crime, and wish to learn more about it. With skyrocketing crime rates
and the appearance of a frightening trend toward social chaos in the 1970s, books,
documentaries, and ﬁction ﬁlms in the true crime genre tried to make sense of the Charles
Manson crimes and the Gary Gilmore execution events. And in the 1980s and 1990s, true
crime taught pop culture consumers about forensics, proﬁling, and highly technical aspects of
criminology. We have thus now become a nation of experts, with many ordinary people able to
speak intelligently about blood-spatter patterns and organized vs. disorganized serial killers.
Through the suggestion that certain kinds of killers are monstrous or outside the realm of
human morality, and through the perpetuation of the stranger-danger idea, the true crime
aesthetic has both responded to and fostered our culture's fears. True crime is also the site of
a dramatic confrontation with the concept of evil, and one of the few places in American public
discourse where moral terms are used without any irony, and notions and deﬁnitions of evil
are presented without ambiguity. When seen within its historical context, true crime emerges
as a vibrant and meaningful strand of popular culture, one that is unfortunately devalued as
lurid and meaningless pulp.
The Man Who Invented Motion Pictures Paul Fischer 2022-04-19 A “spellbinding, thrillerlike” (Shelf Awareness) history about the invention of the motion picture and the mysterious,
forgotten man behind it—detailing his life, work, disappearance, and legacy. The year is 1888,
and Louis Le Prince is ﬁnally testing his “taker” or “receiver” device for his family on the front
lawn. The device is meant to capture ten to twelve images per second on ﬁlm, creating a
reproduction of reality that can be replayed as many times as desired. In an otherwise
separate and detached world, occurrences from one end of the globe could now be viewable
with only a few days delay on the other side of the world. No human experience—from the
most mundane to the most momentous—would need to be lost to history. In 1890, Le Prince
was granted patents in four countries ahead of other inventors who were rushing to
accomplish the same task. But just weeks before unveiling his invention to the world, he
mysteriously disappeared and was never seen or heard from again. Three and half years later,
Thomas Edison, Le Prince’s rival, made the device public, claiming to have invented it himself.
And the man who had dedicated his life to preserving memories was himself lost to
history—until now. The Man Who Invented Motion Pictures pulls back the curtain and presents
a “passionate, detailed defense of Louis Le Prince…unfurled with all the cliﬀhangers and red
herrings of a scripted melodrama” (The New York Times Book Review). This “fascinating,
informative, skillfully articulated narrative” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review) presents the
never-before-told history of the motion picture and sheds light on the unsolved mystery of Le
Prince’s disappearance.
Christmas Judith Flanders 2017-10-24 Presents a tour of Christmas holiday traditions from the
original festival through today, touching on subjects ranging from gift wrap and the holiday
parade to the ﬁrst gag holiday gift book and the ﬁrst oﬃcial appearance of Santa Claus.
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The Invention of Murder Judith Flanders 2013
The Invention of the Modern Dog Michael Worboys 2018-10-15 Connecting the emergence and
development of certain dog breeds to both scientiﬁc understandings of race and blood as well
as Britain’s posture in a global empire, The Invention of the Modern Dog demonstrates that
studying dog breeding cultures allows historians to better understand the complex social
relationships of late-nineteenth-century Britain.
Violent Victorians Rosalind Crone 2013-01-18 By drawing attention to the wide range of
gruesome, bloody and confronting amusements patronised by ordinary Londoners this book
challenges our understanding of Victorian society and culture. From the turn of the nineteenth
century, graphic, yet orderly, ‘re-enactments’ of high level violence ﬂourished in travelling
entertainments, penny broadsides, popular theatres, cheap instalment ﬁction and Sunday
newspapers. This book explores the ways in which these entertainments siphoned oﬀ much of
the actual violence that had hitherto been expressed in all manner of social and political
dealings, thus providing a crucial accompaniment to schemes for the reformation of manners
and the taming of the streets, while also serving as a social safety valve and a check on the
growing cultural hegemony of the middle class.
The Invention of Murder: How the Victorians Revelled in Death and Detection and Created
Modern Crime Judith Flanders 2011-01-06 “We are a trading community, a commercial people.
Murder is doubtless a very shocking oﬀence, nevertheless as what is done is not to be undone,
let us make our money out of it.” Punch.
Inside the Victorian Home Judith Flanders 2004 Takes readers through daily life in a Victorian
house on a room-by-room basis, providing detailed descriptions of each area's furnishings and
decorations while recounting events that may have transpired in the parlor, master bedroom,
scullery, sickroom, and more. By the author of A Circle of Sisters.
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