The Lessons Of Tragedy Statecraft And World
Order
As recognized, adventure as well as experience roughly lesson, amusement, as with ease as conformity can be
gotten by just checking out a books the lessons of tragedy statecraft and world order next it is not directly
done, you could say yes even more in relation to this life, on the subject of the world.
We pay for you this proper as without difficulty as simple exaggeration to acquire those all. We find the
money for the lessons of tragedy statecraft and world order and numerous book collections from fictions to
scientific research in any way. in the course of them is this the lessons of tragedy statecraft and world order
that can be your partner.

State Death Tanisha M. Fazal 2011-10-30 If you were to examine an 1816 map of the world, you would
discover that half the countries represented there no longer exist. Yet since 1945, the disappearance of
individual states from the world stage has become rare. State Death is the first book to systematically examine
the reasons why some states die while others survive, and the remarkable decline of state death since the end
of World War II. Grappling with what is a core issue of international relations, Tanisha Fazal explores two
hundred years of military invasion and occupation, from eighteenth-century Poland to present-day Iraq, to
derive conclusions that challenge conventional wisdom about state death. The fate of sovereign states, she
reveals, is largely a matter of political geography and changing norms of conquest. Fazal shows how buffer
states--those that lie between two rivals--are the most vulnerable and likely to die except in rare cases that
constrain the resources or incentives of neighboring states. She argues that the United States has imposed such
constraints with its global norm against conquest--an international standard that has largely prevented the
violent takeover of states since 1945. State Death serves as a timely reminder that should there be a shift in U.S.
power or preferences that erodes the norm against conquest, violent state death may once again become
commonplace in international relations.
Decoding Clausewitz Jon Tetsuro Sumida 2008 A pathbreaking critique of the thought of military studies icon
Carl Phillip Gottfried von Clausewitz and his magnum opus On War that illuminates why and how that work
should be viewed as much more mature, coherent, innovative, and complete than suggested by previous
accounts.
The Future of Violence - Robots and Germs, Hackers and Drones Benjamin Wittes 2016-03-15 The terrifying
new role of technology in a world at war
Making the Unipolar Moment Hal Brands 2016-05-12 In the late 1970s, the United States often seemed to be a
superpower in decline. Battered by crises and setbacks around the globe, its post–World War II international
leadership appeared to be draining steadily away. Yet just over a decade later, by the early 1990s, America’s
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global primacy had been reasserted in dramatic fashion. The Cold War had ended with Washington and its
allies triumphant; democracy and free markets were spreading like never before. The United States was now
enjoying its "unipolar moment"—an era in which Washington faced no near-term rivals for global power and
influence, and one in which the defining feature of international politics was American dominance. How did
this remarkable turnaround occur, and what role did U.S. foreign policy play in causing it? In this important
book, Hal Brands uses recently declassified archival materials to tell the story of American resurgence. Brands
weaves together the key threads of global change and U.S. policy from the late 1970s through the early 1990s,
examining the Cold War struggle with Moscow, the rise of a more integrated and globalized world economy,
the rapid advance of human rights and democracy, and the emergence of new global challenges like Islamic
extremism and international terrorism. Brands reveals how deep structural changes in the international system
interacted with strategies pursued by Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and George H. W. Bush to usher in an
era of reinvigorated and in many ways unprecedented American primacy. Making the Unipolar Moment
provides an indispensable account of how the post–Cold War order that we still inhabit came to be.
Out of China Robert Bickers 2017-08-07 China’s new nationalism is rooted not in its present power but in
shameful memories of its former weaknesses. Invaded, humiliated, and looted by foreign powers in the past,
China looks out at the twenty-first century through the lens of the past two centuries. History matters deeply
to Beijing’s current rulers, and Robert Bickers explains why.

If Men Were Angels Richard K. Matthews 1995 "What is government itself but the greatest of all reflections
on human nature? If men were angels, no government would be necessary." The ever wary James Madison
viewed his fellow citizens as anything but angelic. In this radically new interpretation, Richard Matthews
portrays a much less optimistic (and yet more liberal) Madison than we've seen before. Neither civic humanist
nor democrat, this Madison is a distrusting, calculating, and pragmatic Machiavellian Prince. Hardly an
imposing figure, Madison was barely five-feet-six-inches tall, pale complected, a poor speaker, a perpetual
hypochondriac and secret epileptic, pursued by bouts of depression and given to dressing in black. And yet his
political achievements and intellectual legacy are monumental. Revered as the "Father of the Constitution,"
Madison was also architect of the "Virginia plan"; one of the two principal authors of The Federalist; leader of
the inaugural House of Representatives; reluctant champion of the Bill of Rights; cofounder of the Republican
Party, Washington's ghostwriter; Jefferson's Secretary of State; and president and commander-in-chief during
America's second war of Independence. Nevertheless, Madison's preeminence in the rise of the modern
American state has not always been so widely recognized. And, Matthews contends, what has been written
about Madison's political thought has been limited in scope and skewed in interpretation. Unlike previous
authors, Matthews goes well beyond Madison's work on the Constitution to reconstruct the complete range of
Madison's political thought and intellectual development over the course of his extensive life. In the process,
he provides a powerful critique of Madisonian politics. It is possible, he shows, to applaud the energy, design,
and intellect that went into Madison's thought and simultaneously challenge the assumptions and values upon
which that thought rests. Matthews's Madison understood the potentially fatal problems of a weak, divided
state; saw salvation in a strong central government astride an expanding commercial republic; drafted that
government's fundamental charter; ran the infant regime as an advisor to two presidents before becoming
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president himself; and, in retirement, strove to control and manipulate historical interpretations of these efforts.
From "The Legislator" to chief executive to keeper of the past and controller of the future, Madison adjusted
his political posture to suit the moment. . . . just as Machiavelli's ideal Prince would have done. Madison's
system achieved the stability he desired, but at a price Americans should have refused to pay. Provocative and
controversial, Matthews's study revises our understanding of this central figure in American history. It
illuminates his profound impact upon the America imagined by the Framers, his ongoing influence on the
nation we have become, and the tragedy of his success in foreclosing the possibility of a radical Jeffersonian
America that never was, but might have been.
Master of the Game Martin Indyk 2021-10-26 A perceptive and provocative history of Henry Kissinger's
diplomatic negotiations in the Middle East that illuminates the unique challenges and barriers Kissinger and his
successors have faced in their attempts to broker peace between Israel and its Arab neighbors. “A wealth of
lessons for today, not only about the challenges in that region but also about the art of diplomacy . . . the drama,
dazzling maneuvers, and grand strategic vision.”—Walter Isaacson, author of The Code Breaker More than
twenty years have elapsed since the United States last brokered a peace agreement between the Israelis and
Palestinians. In that time, three presidents have tried and failed. Martin Indyk—a former United States
ambassador to Israel and special envoy for the Israeli-Palestinian negotiations in 2013—has experienced these
political frustrations and disappointments firsthand. Now, in an attempt to understand the arc of American
diplomatic influence in the Middle East, he returns to the origins of American-led peace efforts and to the man
who created the Middle East peace process—Henry Kissinger. Based on newly available documents from
American and Israeli archives, extensive interviews with Kissinger, and Indyk's own interactions with some
of the main players, the author takes readers inside the negotiations. Here is a roster of larger-than-life
characters—Anwar Sadat, Golda Meir, Moshe Dayan, Yitzhak Rabin, Hafez al-Assad, and Kissinger himself.
Indyk's account is both that of a historian poring over the records of these events, as well as an inside player
seeking to glean lessons for Middle East peacemaking. He makes clear that understanding Kissinger's design for
Middle East peacemaking is key to comprehending how to—and how not to—make peace.
What Good Is Grand Strategy? Hal Brands 2014-01-24 Grand strategy is one of the most widely used and
abused concepts in the foreign policy lexicon. In this important book, Hal Brands explains why grand strategy
is a concept that is so alluring—and so elusive—to those who make American statecraft. He explores what
grand strategy is, why it is so essential, and why it is so hard to get right amid the turbulence of global affairs
and the chaos of domestic politics. At a time when "grand strategy" is very much in vogue, Brands critically
appraises just how feasible that endeavor really is. Brands takes a historical approach to this subject, examining
how four presidential administrations, from that of Harry S. Truman to that of George W. Bush, sought to "do"
grand strategy at key inflection points in the history of modern U.S. foreign policy. As examples ranging from
the early Cold War to the Reagan years to the War on Terror demonstrate, grand strategy can be an
immensely rewarding undertaking—but also one that is full of potential pitfalls on the long road between
conception and implementation. Brands concludes by offering valuable suggestions for how American leaders
might approach the challenges of grand strategy in the years to come.
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1861 Adam Goodheart 2012-02-21 A gripping and original account of how the Civil War began and a second
American revolution unfolded, setting Abraham Lincoln on the path to greatness and millions of slaves on the
road to freedom. An epic of courage and heroism beyond the battlefields, 1861 introduces us to a heretofore
little-known cast of Civil War heroes—among them an acrobatic militia colonel, an explorer’s wife, an idealistic
band of German immigrants, a regiment of New York City firemen, a community of Virginia slaves, and a
young college professor who would one day become president. Their stories take us from the corridors of the
White House to the slums of Manhattan, from the waters of the Chesapeake to the deserts of Nevada, from
Boston Common to Alcatraz Island, vividly evoking the Union at its moment of ultimate crisis and decision.
Hailed as “exhilarating….Inspiring…Irresistible…” by The New York Times Book Review, Adam Goodheart’s
bestseller 1861 is an important addition to the Civil War canon. Includes black-and-white photos and
illustrations.
The Evolution of Modern Grand Strategic Thought Lukas Milevski 2016 In strategic studies and international
relations, grand strategy is a frequently-invoked concept. Yet, despite its popularity, it is not well understood
and it has many definitions, some of which are even mutually contradictory. This state of affairs undermines
its usefulness for scholars and practitioners alike. Lukas Milevski aims to remedy this situation by offering a
conceptual history of grand strategy in the English language, analysing its evolution from 1805 to the present
day in the writings of its major proponents. In doing so, he seeks to clarify the meaning and role of the
concept, both theoretically and practically, and shed light on its continuing utility today.
An Autumn of War Victor Davis Hanson 2002-08-13 On September 11, 2001, hours after the terrorist attacks on
New York and Washington, the eminent military historian Victor Davis Hanson wrote an article in which he
asserted that the United States, like it or not, was now at war and had the moral right to respond with force.
An Autumn of War, which opens with that first essay, will stimulate readers across the political spectrum to
think more deeply about the attacks, the war, and their lessons for all of us.

Reasoning of State Brian C. Rathbun 2019-01-31 Scholars and citizens tend to assume that rationality guides the
decision-making of our leaders. Brian C. Rathbun suggests, however, that if we understand rationality to be a
cognitive style premised on a commitment to objectivity and active deliberation, rational leaders are in fact the
exception not the norm. Using a unique combination of methods including laboratory bargaining experiments,
archival-based case studies, quantitative textual analysis and high-level interviews, Rathbun questions some of
the basic assumptions about rationality and leadership, with profound implications for the field of international
relations. Case studies of Bismarck and Richelieu show that the rationality of realists makes them rare. An
examination of Churchill and Reagan, romantics in international politics who sought to overcome obstacles in
their path through force of will and personal agency, show what less rationality looks like in foreign policy
making.
The Tragedy of American Diplomacy William Appleman Williams 1988 One of the first modern historians to
integrate economic realities into the study of American foreign policy, William Appleman Williams has been a
diplomatic historian of major influence since the first publication of The Tragedy of American Diplomacy. In
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this pioneering book, "the man who has really put the counter-tradition together in its modern form" (Saturday
Review) examines the profound contradictions between America's ideals and its uses of its vast power, from
the Open Door Notes of 1898 to the Bay of Pigs and the Vietnam War.
Restoring Thucydides Andrew Robert Novo 2020-04-02 This book examines the use and misuse of historic
evidence. Standard conclusions are challenged based on the evidence within his work and the broader
historical record. New lessons with modern relevance are drawn from a richer, fuller understanding of
Thucydides.
The Disappearing People Stephen M. Rasche 2020-03-31 For 1,400 years, the Christians of the Mideast lived
under a system of sustained persecution as a distinct lower class of citizens under their Muslim rulers. Despite
this systemic oppression, Christianity maintained a tenuous—even sometimes prosperous—foothold in the land
of its birthplace up until the past several decades. Yet today, Christianity stands on the brink of extinction in
much of the Mideast. How did this happen? What role did Western foreign policy and international aid policy
play? What of the role of Islam and the Christians themselves? How should history judge what happened to
Christians of the Mideast and what lessons can be learned? This book examines these questions based on the
firsthand accounts of those who are living it.

Nuclear Statecraft Francis J. Gavin 2012-10-16 We are at a critical juncture in world politics. Nuclear strategy
and policy have risen to the top of the global policy agenda, and issues ranging from a nuclear Iran to the global
zero movement are generating sharp debate. The historical origins of our contemporary nuclear world are
deeply consequential for contemporary policy, but it is crucial that decisions are made on the basis of fact rather
than myth and misapprehension. In Nuclear Statecraft, Francis J. Gavin challenges key elements of the widely
accepted narrative about the history of the atomic age and the consequences of the nuclear revolution. On the
basis of recently declassified documents, Gavin reassesses the strategy of flexible response, the influence of
nuclear weapons during the Berlin Crisis, the origins of and motivations for U.S. nuclear nonproliferation
policy, and how to assess the nuclear dangers we face today. In case after case, he finds that we know far less
than we think we do about our nuclear history. Archival evidence makes it clear that decision makers were
more concerned about underlying geopolitical questions than about the strategic dynamic between two nuclear
superpowers. Gavin's rigorous historical work not only tells us what happened in the past but also offers a
powerful tool to explain how nuclear weapons influence international relations. Nuclear Statecraft provides a
solid foundation for future policymaking.
The Inevitability of Tragedy: Henry Kissinger and His World Barry Gewen 2020-04-28 A new portrait of
Henry Kissinger focusing on the fundamental ideas underlying his policies: Realism, balance of power, and
national interest. Few public officials have provoked such intense controversy as Henry Kissinger. During his
time in the Nixon and Ford administrations, he came to be admired and hated in equal measure. Notoriously,
he believed that foreign affairs ought to be based primarily on the power relationships of a situation, not simply
on ethics. He went so far as to argue that under certain circumstances America had to protect its national
interests even if that meant repressing other countries’ attempts at democracy. For this reason, many today on
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both the right and left dismiss him as a latter-day Machiavelli, ignoring the breadth and complexity of his
thought. With The Inevitability of Tragedy, Barry Gewen corrects this shallow view, presenting the
fascinating story of Kissinger’s development as both a strategist and an intellectual and examining his unique
role in government through his ideas. It analyzes his contentious policies in Vietnam and Chile, guided by a
fresh understanding of his definition of Realism, the belief that world politics is based on an inevitable, tragic
competition for power. Crucially, Gewen places Kissinger’s pessimistic thought in a European context. He
considers how Kissinger was deeply impacted by his experience as a refugee from Nazi Germany, and
explores the links between his notions of power and those of his mentor, Hans Morgenthau—the father of
Realism—as well as those of two other German-Jewish émigrés who shared his concerns about the weaknesses
of democracy: Leo Strauss and Hannah Arendt. The Inevitability of Tragedy offers a thoughtful perspective on
the origins of Kissinger’s sober worldview and argues that a reconsideration of his career is essential at a time
when American foreign policy lacks direction.
The Lessons of Tragedy Hal Brands 2019-02-26 An eloquent call to draw on the lessons of the past to address
current threats to international order The ancient Greeks hard‑wired a tragic sensibility into their culture. By
looking disaster squarely in the face, by understanding just how badly things could spiral out of control, they
sought to create a communal sense of responsibility and courage—to spur citizens and their leaders to take the
difficult actions necessary to avert such a fate. Today, after more than seventy years of great‑power peace and a
quarter‑century of unrivaled global leadership, Americans have lost their sense of tragedy. They have
forgotten that the descent into violence and war has been all too common throughout human history. This
amnesia has become most pronounced just as Americans and the global order they created are coming under
graver threat than at any time in decades. In a forceful argument that brims with historical sensibility and
policy insights, two distinguished historians argue that a tragic sensibility is necessary if America and its allies
are to address the dangers that menace the international order today. Tragedy may be commonplace, Brands
and Edel argue, but it is not inevitable—so long as we regain an appreciation of the world’s tragic nature before
it is too late.
Fractured Continent: Europe's Crises and the Fate of the West William Drozdiak 2017-09-12 A Financial Times
Best Political Book of 2017 An urgent examination of how the political and social volatility in Europe impacts
the United States and the rest of the world. The dream of a United States of Europe is unraveling in the wake
of several crises now afflicting the continent. The single Euro currency threatens to break apart amid bitter
arguments between rich northern creditors and poor southern debtors. Russia is back as an aggressive power,
annexing Crimea, supporting rebels in eastern Ukraine, and waging media and cyber warfare against the
West. Marine Le Pen’s National Front won a record 34 percent of the French presidential vote despite the
election of Emmanuel Macron. Europe struggles to cope with nearly two million refugees who fled conflicts in
the Middle East and North Africa. Britain has voted to leave the European Union after forty-three years, the
first time a member state has opted to quit the world’s leading commercial bloc. At the same time, President
Trump has vowed to pursue America First policies that may curtail U.S. security guarantees and provoke
trade conflicts with its allies abroad. These developments and a growing backlash against globalization have
contributed to a loss of faith in mainstream ruling parties throughout the West. Voters in the United States and
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Europe are abandoning traditional ways of governing in favor of authoritarian, populist, and nationalist
alternatives, raising a profound threat to the future of our democracies. In Fractured Continent, William
Drozdiak, the former foreign editor of The Washington Post, persuasively argues that these events have
dramatic consequences for Americans as well as Europeans, changing the nature of our relationships with
longtime allies and even threatening global security. By speaking with world leaders from Brussels to Berlin,
Rome to Riga, Drozdiak describes the crises. the proposed solutions, and considers where Europe and America
go from here. The result is a timely character- and narrative-driven book about this tumultuous phase of
contemporary European history.

The Lessons of Tragedy Hal Brands 2019-02-26 An eloquent call to draw on the lessons of the past to address
current threats to international order The ancient Greeks hard-wired a tragic sensibility into their culture. By
looking disaster squarely in the face, by understanding just how badly things could spiral out of control, they
sought to create a communal sense of responsibility and courage—to spur citizens and their leaders to take the
difficult actions necessary to avert such a fate. Today, after more than seventy years of great-power peace and a
quarter-century of unrivaled global leadership, Americans have lost their sense of tragedy. They have
forgotten that the descent into violence and war has been all too common throughout human history. This
amnesia has become most pronounced just as Americans and the global order they created are coming under
graver threat than at any time in decades. In a forceful argument that brims with historical sensibility and
policy insights, two distinguished historians argue that a tragic sensibility is necessary if America and its allies
are to address the dangers that menace the international order today. Tragedy may be commonplace, Brands
and Edel argue, but it is not inevitable—so long as we regain an appreciation of the world’s tragic nature before
it is too late.
Masters of Command Barry Strauss 2013-05-21 Analyzes the leadership and strategies of three forefront
military leaders from the ancient world, offers insight into the purposes behind their conflicts, and shows what
today's leaders can glean from their successes and failures.
Vietnam Max Hastings 2018-10-16 An absorbing and definitive modern history of the Vietnam War from the
acclaimed New York Times bestselling author of The Secret War. Vietnam became the Western world’s most
divisive modern conflict, precipitating a battlefield humiliation for France in 1954, then a vastly greater one
for the United States in 1975. Max Hastings has spent the past three years interviewing scores of participants
on both sides, as well as researching a multitude of American and Vietnamese documents and memoirs, to
create an epic narrative of an epic struggle. He portrays the set pieces of Dienbienphu, the 1968 Tet offensive,
the air blitz of North Vietnam, and also much less familiar miniatures such as the bloodbath at Daido, where a
US Marine battalion was almost wiped out, together with extraordinary recollections of Ho Chi Minh’s
warriors. Here are the vivid realities of strife amid jungle and paddies that killed two million people. Many
writers treat the war as a US tragedy, yet Hastings sees it as overwhelmingly that of the Vietnamese people,
of whom forty died for every American. US blunders and atrocities were matched by those committed by
their enemies. While all the world has seen the image of a screaming, naked girl seared by napalm, it forgets
countless eviscerations, beheadings, and murders carried out by the communists. The people of both former
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Vietnams paid a bitter price for the Northerners’ victory in privation and oppression. Here is testimony from
Vietcong guerrillas, Southern paratroopers, Saigon bargirls, and Hanoi students alongside that of infantrymen
from South Dakota, Marines from North Carolina, and Huey pilots from Arkansas. No past volume has blended
a political and military narrative of the entire conflict with heart-stopping personal experiences, in the fashion
that Max Hastings’ readers know so well. The author suggests that neither side deserved to win this struggle
with so many lessons for the twenty-first century about the misuse of military might to confront intractable
political and cultural challenges. He marshals testimony from warlords and peasants, statesmen and soldiers, to
create an extraordinary record.
The Lessons of Tragedy Hal Brands 2020-02-18 An eloquent call to draw on the lessons of the past to address
current threats to international order The ancient Greeks hard‑wired a tragic sensibility into their culture. By
looking disaster squarely in the face, by understanding just how badly things could spiral out of control, they
sought to create a communal sense of responsibility and courage--to spur citizens and their leaders to take the
difficult actions necessary to avert such a fate. Today, after more than seventy years of great‑power peace and a
quarter‑century of unrivaled global leadership, Americans have lost their sense of tragedy. They have
forgotten that the descent into violence and war has been all too common throughout human history. This
amnesia has become most pronounced just as Americans and the global order they created are coming under
graver threat than at any time in decades. In a forceful argument that brims with historical sensibility and
policy insights, two distinguished historians argue that a tragic sensibility is necessary if America and its allies
are to address the dangers that menace the international order today. Tragedy may be commonplace, Brands
and Edel argue, but it is not inevitable--so long as we regain an appreciation of the world's tragic nature before
it is too late.

The Road to the Dayton Accords D. Chollet 2007-06-08 The intricate diplomacy that led to the peace agreement
in Bosnia, known as the Dayton Accords, is here revealed in unprecedented detail. Based on thousands of stillclassified government documents and dozens of interviews with key participants, this is a comprehensive
story of high-level diplomacy, told from the inside.
The Power of the Past Hal Brands 2015-11-10 Leading scholars and policymakers explore how history
influences foreign policy and offer insights on how the study of the past can more usefully serve the present.
History, with its insights, analogies, and narratives, is central to the ways that the United States interacts with
the world. Historians and policymakers, however, rarely engage one another as effectively or fruitfully as
they might. This book bridges that divide, bringing together leading scholars and policymakers to address the
essential questions surrounding the history-policy relationship including Mark Lawrence on the numerous,
and often contradictory, historical lessons that American observers have drawn from the Vietnam War; H. W.
Brands on the role of analogies in U.S. policy during the Persian Gulf crisis and war of 1990–91; and Jeremi
Suri on Henry Kissinger's powerful use of history.
France Restored William I. Hitchcock 1998-01-01 Historians of the Cold War, argues William Hitchcock, have
too often overlooked the part that European nations played in shaping the post-World War II international
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system. In particular, France, a country beset by economic difficulties and political inst
America in the World Robert B. Zoellick 2020-08-04 America has a long history of diplomacy–ranging from
Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson to Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, and
James Baker–now is your chance to see the impact these Americans have had on the world. Recounting the
actors and events of U.S. foreign policy, Zoellick identifies five traditions that have emerged from America's
encounters with the world: the importance of North America; the special roles trading, transnational, and
technological relations play in defining ties with others; changing attitudes toward alliances and ways of
ordering connections among states; the need for public support, especially through Congress; and the belief that
American policy should serve a larger purpose. These traditions frame a closing review of post-Cold War
presidencies, which Zoellick foresees serving as guideposts for the future. Both a sweeping work of history
and an insightful guide to U.S. diplomacy past and present, America in the World serves as an informative
companion and practical adviser to readers seeking to understand the strategic and immediate challenges of U.S.
foreign policy during an era of transformation.
The Beginning of Politics Moshe Halbertal 2019-06-18 The Book of Samuel is universally acknowledged as one
of the supreme achievements of biblical literature. Yet the book's anonymous author was more than an
inspired storyteller. The author was also an uncannily astute observer of political life and the moral
compromises and contradictions that the struggle for power inevitably entails. The Beginning of Politics mines
the story of Israel's first two kings to unearth a natural history of power, providing a forceful new reading of
what is arguably the first and greatest work of Western political thought. Moshe Halbertal and Stephen
Holmes show how the beautifully crafted narratives of Saul and David cut to the core of politics, exploring
themes that resonate wherever political power is at stake. Through stories such as Saul's madness, David's
murder of Uriah, the rape of Tamar, and the rebellion of Absalom, the book's author deepens our
understanding not only of the necessity of sovereign rule but also of its costs--to the people it is intended to
protect and to those who wield it. What emerges from the meticulous analysis of these narratives includes
such themes as the corrosive grip of power on those who hold and compete for power; the ways in which
political violence unleashed by the sovereign on his own subjects is rooted in the paranoia of the isolated ruler
and the deniability fostered by hierarchical action through proxies; and the intensity with which the tragic
conflict between political loyalty and family loyalty explodes when the ruler's bloodline is made into the
guarantor of the all-important continuity of sovereign power.-Theories of Development Richard Peet 2009-02-23 Widely adopted, this unique text critically evaluates the
leading theories of international economic development, from classical economic and sociological models to
Marxist, poststructuralist, and feminist perspectives. No other book provides such comprehensive coverage or
links the theories as incisively to contemporary world events and policy debates. Reexamining neoliberal
conceptions of economic growth, the authors show what a more just and democratic form of development
might look like today. New to This Edition: Revised to reflect evolving global economic realities Updated with
the latest concepts and empirical data Additional chapter on classical and neoclassical economics Increased
coverage of real-world policy issues Now more accessible to undergraduates.
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The Twilight Struggle Hal Brands 2022-01-25 A leading historian’s guide to great-power competition, as told
through America’s successes and failures in the Cold War “If you want to know how America can win today's
rivalries with Russia and China, read this book about how it triumphed in another twilight struggle: the Cold
War.”— Stephen J. Hadley, national security adviser to President George W. Bush The United States is
entering an era of great-power competition with China and Russia. Such global struggles happen in a
geopolitical twilight, between the sunshine of peace and the darkness of war. In this innovative and
illuminating book, Hal Brands, a leading historian and former Pentagon adviser, argues that America should
look to the history of the Cold War for lessons in how to succeed in great-power rivalry today. Although the
threat posed by authoritarian powers is growing, America’s muscle memory for dealing with dangerous foes
has atrophied in the thirty years since the Cold War ended. In long-term competitions where the diplomatic
jockeying is intense and the threat of violence is omnipresent, the United States will need all the historical
insight it can get. Exploring how America won a previous twilight struggle is the starting point for
determining how America can successfully prosecute another high-stakes rivalry today.
Religion and Foreign Affairs Dennis Hoover 2012 From the ethics of force and peacemaking to globalization
and American foreign policy, this compendium provides a solid introduction to the field of religion and foreign
affairs that will stimulate discussion and encourage intelligent practice.--Monica Duffy Toft, Associate Professor
of Public Policy and Director, Initiative on Religion in International Affairs, Kennedy School of Government,
Harvard University
The Back Channel William J. Burns 2019 From America's "secret diplomatic weapon" (The Atlantic)--a man
who served five presidents and ten secretaries of state--comes an impassioned argument for the enduring
value of diplomacy in an increasingly volatile world. Over the course of more than three decades as an
American diplomat, William J. Burns played a central role in the most consequential diplomatic episodes of his
time--from the bloodless end of the Cold War to the collapse of post-Cold War relations with Putin's Russia,
from post-9/11 tumult in the Middle East to the secret nuclear talks with Iran. Burns is widely regarded as one
of the most distinguished and admired American statesmen of the last half century. Upon his retirement in
2014, Secretary John Kerry said Burns belonged on "a very short list of American diplomatic legends,"
alongside George Kennan. In The Back Channel, Burns recounts, with novelistic detail and incisive analysis,
some of the seminal moments of his career. Drawing on a trove of newly declassified cables and memos, he
gives readers a rare inside look at American diplomacy in action. His dispatches from war-torn Chechnya and
Qaddafi's bizarre camp in the Libyan desert and his warnings of the "Perfect Storm" that would be unleashed
by the Iraq War will reshape our understanding of history--and inform the policy debates of the future. Burns
sketches the contours of effective American leadership in a world that resembles neither the zero-sum Cold
War contest of his early years as a diplomat nor the "unipolar moment" of American primacy that followed.
Ultimately, The Back Channel is an eloquent, deeply informed, and timely story of a life spent in service of
American interests abroad. It is also a powerful reminder, in a time of great turmoil, of the enduring
importance of diplomacy. Advance praise for The Back Channel "Bill Burns is simply one of the finest U.S.
diplomats of the last half century. The Back Channel demonstrates his rare and precious combination of
strategic insight and policy action. It is full of riveting historical detail but also, more important, shrewd
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insights into how we can advance our interests and values in a world where U.S. leadership remains the
linchpin of international order."--James A. Baker III "Bill Burns is a stellar exemplar of the grand tradition of
wise Americans who made our country the indispensable nation in this world. The Back Channel shows how
diplomacy works, why it matters, and why its recent demise is so tragic."--Walter Isaacson, author of Leonardo
da Vinci
Thucydides’s Trap? Steve Chan 2020-01-06 The Peloponnesian War (431–404 BCE) ostensibly arose because of
the fear that a rising Athens would threaten Sparta’s power in the Mediterranean. The idea of Thucydides’
Trap warns that all rising powers threaten established powers. As China increases its power relative to the
United States, the theory argues, the two nations are inevitably set on a collision course toward war. How
enlightening is an analogy based on the ancient Greek world of 2,500 years ago for understanding
contemporary international relations? How accurate is the depiction of the history of other large armed
conflicts, such as the two world wars, as a challenge mounted by a rising power to displace an incumbent
hegemon?Thucydides’s Trap?: Historical Interpretation, Logic of Inquiry, and the Future of Sino-American
Relations offers a critique of the claims of Thucydides’s Trap and power-transition theory. It examines past
instances of peaceful accommodation to uncover lessons that can ease the frictions in ongoing Sino-American
relations.

Geopolitics, Geography and Strategic History Geoffrey Sloan 2017-02-17 This volume examines geopolitics by
looking at the interaction between geography, strategy and history. This book addresses three interrelated
questions: why does the geographical scope of political objectives and subsequent strategy of states change?
How do these changes occur? Over what period of time do these changes occur? The theories of Sir Halford
Mackinder and Nicholas Spykman are examined in order to provide an analytical narrative for five case
studies, four historical and one contemporary. Taken together they offer the prospect of converting
descriptions of historical change into analytic explanations, thereby highlighting the importance of a number of
commonly overlooked variables. In addition, the case studies will illuminate the challenges that states face
when attempting to change the scope of their foreign policy and geo-strategy in response to shifts in the
geopolitical reality. This book breaks new ground in seeking to provide a way to understand why and how
the geographical scope of political objectives and subsequent strategy both expands and contracts. This book will
be of much interest to students of geopolitics, strategic studies, military history, and international relations.
July Crisis T. G. Otte 2014-06-05 This is a magisterial new account of Europe's tragic descent into a largely
inadvertent war in the summer of 1914. Thomas Otte reveals why a century-old system of Great Power
politics collapsed so disastrously in the weeks from the 'shot heard around the world' on June 28th to
Germany's declaration of war on Russia on August 1st. He shows definitively that the key to understanding
how and why Europe descended into world war is to be found in the near-collective failure of statecraft by
the rulers of Europe and not in abstract concepts such as the 'balance of power' or the 'alliance system'. In this
unprecedented panorama of Europe on the brink, from the ministerial palaces of Berlin and Vienna to
Belgrade, London, Paris and St Petersburg, Thomas Otte reveals the hawks and doves whose decision-making
led to a war that would define a century and which still reverberates today.
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Blowtorch Frank Jones 2013-02-18 History has not been kind to Robert Komer, a casualty of bad historical
analysis and inaccurate information. A Cold War national security policy and strategy adviser to three
presidents, Komer was one of the most influential national security professionals of the era. The book begins
with a review of his early life that helped shape his worldview. It then examines Komer’s influence as a
National Security Council staff member during the Kennedy administration, where he helped set its activist
course regarding the Third World. Upon Kennedy’s death, Lyndon Johnson named Komer his “point man” for
Vietnam pacification policy, and later General Westmoreland’s operational deputy in Vietnam. The author
highlights Komer’s activities during the three years he strove to fulfill the president’s vision that Communism
could be repelled from Southeast Asia by economic and social development along with military force. Known
as “Blowtorch” for his abrasive personality and disdain for bureaucratic foot dragging, Komer came to be seen as
the right person for managing that effort, and in 1968 was rewarded with an ambassadorship to Turkey. The
book analyzes Komer’s work during the Carter administration as special adviser to Secretary of Defense Harold
Brown and Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and credits him for reenergizing the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization’s conventional capability and forging the military instrument that implemented the Carter
Doctrine in the Persian Gulf—the Rapid Deployment Joint Task Force. It also explores his final role as a
defense intellectual and critic of the Reagan administration’s defense policies. The book concludes with a useful
summary of Komer’s impact on American policy and strategy and his contributions to counterinsurgency
practices, a legacy now recognized for its importance in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
American Grand Strategy in the Age of Trump Hal Brands 2018-01-16 Looking beyond the headlines to
address the enduring grand strategic questions facing the United States today American foreign policy is in a
state of upheaval. The rise of Donald Trump and his "America First" platform have created more uncertainty
about America's role in the world than at any time in recent decades. From the South China Sea, to the Middle
East, to the Baltics and Eastern Europe, the geopolitical challenges to U.S. power and influence seem
increasingly severe—and America's responses to those challenges seem increasingly unsure. Questions that
once had widely accepted answers are now up for debate. What role should the United States play in the
world? Can, and should, America continue to pursue an engaged an assertive strategy in global affairs? In this
book, a leading scholar of grand strategy helps to make sense of the headlines and the upheaval by providing
sharp yet nuanced assessments of the most critical issues in American grand strategy today. Hal Brands asks,
and answers, such questions as: Has America really blundered aimlessly in the world since the end of the Cold
War, or has its grand strategy actually been mostly sensible and effective? Is America in terminal decline, or
can it maintain its edge in a harsher and more competitive environment? Did the Obama administration
pursue a policy of disastrous retrenchment, or did it execute a shrewd grand strategy focused on maximizing
U.S. power for the long term? Does Donald Trump's presidency mean that American internationalism is dead?
What type of grand strategy might America pursue in the age of Trump and after? What would happen if the
United States radically pulled back from the world, as many leading academics—and, at certain moments, the
current president—have advocated? How much military power does America need in the current
international environment? Grappling with these kinds of issues is essential to understanding the state of
America's foreign relations today and what path the country might take in the years ahead. At a time when
American grand strategy often seems consumed by crisis, this collection of essays provides an invaluable guide
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to thinking about both the recent past and the future of America's role in the world.
Latin America's Cold War Hal Brands 2012-03-05 For Latin America, the Cold War was anything but cold. Nor
was it the so-called “long peace” afforded the world’s superpowers by their nuclear standoff. In this book, the
first to take an international perspective on the postwar decades in the region, Hal Brands sets out to explain
what exactly happened in Latin America during the Cold War, and why it was so traumatic.
COVID-19 and World Order Hal Brands 2020-09-08 Kissinger Center for Global Affairs, Johns Hopkins
University Press is pleased to donate funds to the Maryland Food Bank, in support of the university's food
distribution efforts in East Baltimore during this period of food insecurity due to COVID-19 pandemic
hardships.
The False Promise of Liberal Order Patrick Porter 2020-05-11 In an age of demagogues, hostile great powers
and trade wars, foreign policy traditionalists dream of restoring liberal international order. This order, they
claim, ushered in seventy years of peace and prosperity and saw post-war America domesticate the world to its
values. The False Promise of Liberal Order exposes the flaws in this nostalgic vision. The world shaped by
America came about as a result of coercion and, sometimes brutal, compromise. Liberal projects – to spread
capitalist democracy – led inadvertently to illiberal results. To make peace, America made bargains with
authoritarian forces. Even in the Pax Americana, the gentlest order yet, ordering was rough work. As its
power grew, Washington came to believe that its order was exceptional and even permanent – a mentality
that has led to spiralling deficits, permanent war and Trump. Romanticizing the liberal order makes it harder
to adjust to today’s global disorder. Only by confronting the false promise of liberal order and adapting to
current realities can the United States survive as a constitutional republic in a plural world.
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