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China’s Good War Rana Mitter 2020-09-15 Chinese leaders once tried to suppress memories of their nation’s
brutal experience during World War II. Now they celebrate the “victory”—a key foundation of China’s rising
nationalism. For most of its history, the People’s Republic of China discouraged public discussion of the war
against Japan. It was an experience of victimization—and one that saw Mao Zedong and Chiang Kai-shek
fighting for the same goals. But now, as China grows more powerful, the meaning of the war is changing.
Rana Mitter argues that China’s reassessment of the war years is central to its newfound confidence abroad and
to mounting nationalism at home. China’s Good War begins with the academics who shepherded the oncetaboo subject into wider discourse. Encouraged by reforms under Deng Xiaoping, they researched the
Guomindang war effort, collaboration with the Japanese, and China’s role in forming the post-1945 global order.
But interest in the war would not stay confined to scholarly journals. Today public sites of memory—including
museums, movies and television shows, street art, popular writing, and social media—define the war as a
founding myth for an ascendant China. Wartime China emerges as victor rather than victim. The shifting
story has nurtured a number of new views. One rehabilitates Chiang Kai-shek’s war efforts, minimizing the
bloody conflicts between him and Mao and aiming to heal the wounds of the Cultural Revolution. Another
narrative positions Beijing as creator and protector of the international order that emerged from the war—an
order, China argues, under threat today largely from the United States. China’s radical reassessment of its
collective memory of the war has created a new foundation for a people destined to shape the world.

Sino-Japanese Air War 1937-1945 Hakan Gustavsson 2017-01-20
The Japanese Empire S. C. M. Paine 2017-03-06 The Japanese experience of war from the late-nineteenth to
the mid-twentieth century presents a stunning example of the meteoric rise and shattering fall of a great
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power. As Japan modernized and became the one non-European great power, its leaders concluded that an
empire on the Asian mainland required the containment of Russia. Japan won the First Sino-Japanese War
(1894–5) and the Russo-Japanese War (1904–5) but became overextended in the Second Sino-Japanese War
(1931–45), which escalated, with profound consequences, into World War II. A combination of incomplete
institution building, an increasingly lethal international environment, a skewed balance between civil and
military authority, and a misunderstanding of geopolitics explains these divergent outcomes. This analytical
survey examines themes including the development of Japanese institutions, diversity of opinion within the
government, domestic politics, Japanese foreign policy and China's anti-Japanese responses. It is an essential
guide for those interested in history, politics and international relations.
Britain, Japan and China, 1876–1895 Yu Suzuki 2020-12-30 This book revises the conventional wisdom about
the Anglo-Japanese relationship in the late nineteenth century that these two countries were bound by
mutual sympathy and common interests, and therefore the common ground which led to the signing of the
Anglo-Japanese Alliance in 1902 had already existed in the 1880s. Such understanding fails to take account of
the fact that the Qing dynasty of China had emerged as the strongest regional power in East Asia by
reasserting its influence as the traditional suzerain of the region in the years prior to the First Sino-Japanese
War. The British and the Japanese governments clearly recognised that it would become difficult to maintain
their interests in East Asia if they antagonised the Qing by challenging its claim of suzerainty over Korea. It
was difficult for them to come to closer terms when their priority before 1894-5 was to maintain good relations
with China, and when they were also experiencing numerous diplomatic difficulties with each other.
The Battle of Shanghai Charles River Editors 2019-10-12 *Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further
reading On October 29, 1937, a large crowd of people gathered on the bank of the Wusong River in Shanghai
to watch a spectacle, a life and death struggle unfolding directly in front of them across the river. The crowd
was a curious blend of Chinese, European, and American civilians and journalists. Their focus was on the
Sihang Warehouse across the river, but it wasn't the warehouse itself that fascinated the onlookers. Instead, it
was the men inside the warehouse, the men of the 524th Regiment, the 88th Division of the Chinese
Nationalist Army. The soldiers were elite, and they were widely considered the best of the Nationalist Army.
They proudly called themselves "the Generalissimo's Own," after Jiang Jieshi, the generalissimo of the
Nationalist government and leader of China. The Chinese soldiers were prepared to fight and die to the last
man, and they were making their last stand there. By then, the city of Shanghai was in shambles. The
Imperial Japanese Military had invaded Shanghai on August 13, 1937, rapidly reducing the once-prosperous
city to a pile of burning rubble after three months of brutal urban combat. Countless blazing fires raged
throughout the city, some of which had been caused by the fighting, but most had been set by the retreating
Chinese Army in a futile effort to stall the Japanese invaders. The Chinese Nationalist Army had fought
valiantly against the Japanese, but the Chinese were hopelessly outgunned. Possessing few heavy weapons,
aircraft, and artillery, the Nationalist Army could not hope to defeat the Japanese, who possessed superior
firepower in every engagement against the Chinese troops. Causality rates for the Nationalist Army were
horrific, with some units being completely wiped out in the fighting. Many Nationalist Army units would be
completely annihilated in the three months of house-to-house fighting. As spectators watched from across the
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river, a barrage of Japanese artillery slammed the warehouse, creating enormous craters on the walls and
sending shockwaves throughout the building. The Sihang Warehouse was six stories tall and made from thick
concrete, making it the ideal building to defend against an enemy with superior firepower, but the Chinese
soldiers could only hope to hold out for so long. The bulk of their army had already retreated, leaving the
524th the only Chinese unit left in the city. Rubble and the smell of cordite filled the air around the
warehouse as the Japanese pressed their attack. Light tanks supported waves of infantry as the might of
Imperial Japan focused its rage against a single Chinese warehouse. People watched nervously from across the
river as the Japanese soldiers advanced. Some bystanders put up large signs bearing Chinese characters large
enough to be seen across the river like some bizarre sporting event. They were mean to warn the soldiers in
the warehouse of any approaching Japanese attacks. There were whispers among the people watching that the
soldiers in the warehouse were called "The Lost Battalion." The Western newspapers had dubbed the battle for
the warehouse the Chinese Alamo. The Battle of Shanghai was a brutal testament to a new era of modern
warfare which, according to many historians, signified the beginning of the Second Sino-Japanese War, and
hence World War II. Despite the stand, China was a nation broken into petty warlord fiefdoms and wracked
by civil war between Nationalist and Communist forces. This civil war became inextricably intertwined with
the Second Sino-Japanese War and World War II, and the sheer scale of the horrors of the conflict remain hard
to believe today, even as action in that theater is often overlooked because of events in Europe. Indeed, the
Japanese launched a brutal campaign across the fragmented realms that made up China, committing atrocities
just as horrendous as their Axis ally in Europe.
The Nanjing Massacre and Sino-Japanese Relations Zhaoqi Cheng 2020-10-17 Based on extensive research on
the International Military Tribunal for the Far East, this book closely examines the claims and controversy
surrounding the ‘Nanjing Massacre’, a period of murder in 1937-1938 committed by Japanese troops against the
residents of Nanjing (Nanking), after the capture of the then capital of the Republic of China, during the
Second Sino-Japanese War. Focusing on weighing up arguments denying Nanjing Massacre, this book
considers the Japanese ‘Illusion’ school of thought which contests the truth of the Nanjing Massacre claims,
including the death toll and the scale of the violence. The Nanjing Massacre remains a controversial issue in
Sino-Japanese relations, despite the normalization of bilateral relations, and this book goes to great lengths to
examine the events through comparative narratives, investigating different perspectives and contributings to
the debate from the extensive research of the Tokyo Trial Research Centre at Shanghai, as well as volumes of
Chinese and Japanese historical documents.

The Japanese Invasion of Manchuria and the Rape of Nanking Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-02-19
*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the events written by people on both sides *Includes online resources
and a bibliography for further reading Though scarcely mentioned in the world of early 21st century politics,
Manchuria represented a key region of Asia during the first half of the 20th century. Once the heartland of the
fierce Manchu empire, this northeastern Chinese region's rich natural resources made it a prize for nations in
the process of entering the modern age, and three ambitious nations in the midst of such a transformation lay
close enough to Manchuria to attempt to claim it: Japan, Russia, and China. For countries attempting to shake
off their feudal past and enter a dynamic era of industrialization, Manchuria's resources presented an irresistible
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lure. With immense natural resources coupled to economic activity more concentrated than elsewhere in
China, this region, abutting Mongolia, Korea, the Yellow Sea, and the Great Wall "accounted for 90 percent of
China's oil, 70 percent of its iron, 55 percent of its gold, and 33 percent of its trade. If Shanghai remained
China's commercial center, by 1931 Manchuria had become its industrial center." (Paine, 2012, 15). Thus, it's
not altogether surprising that Japan's invasion of Manchuria in 1931 resulted from a long, complex chain of
historical events stretching back to the late 19th century. Approximately 380,000 square miles in extent, or 1.4
times the size of the American state of Texas, Manchuria came into Imperial Russia's possession in 1900 due to
the "Boxer Rebellion" in China, but the Russians held it only briefly; their defeat in the Russo-Japanese War
shook loose their control from important parts of Manchuria by the end of 1905. The Japanese gained two
important footholds in Manchuria thanks to their victory. One consisted of Port Arthur (renamed Ryojun by
the Japanese), an economically and strategically vital harbor city on the Liaodung Peninsula, plus the peninsula
itself. The other comprised the South Manchurian Railway, which the Russians gave to the Japanese as a prize
of war, in lieu of a cash indemnity. Three days of plundering traditionally befell cities taken by storm, a fate
usually avoided by those surrendering before the first attacking soldier penetrated beyond the outer walls. In
Europe and areas influenced by Enlightenment thinkers, this practice faded rapidly after the Napoleonic Wars.
In 1937, however, as the Imperial Army of Japan invaded China, this custom returned in a horrifying new
form - the Rape of Nanking or the Nanking Massacre, a bloodbath lasting more than six weeks and possibly
claiming more than a quarter of a million lives. Even the Japanese participating in the Nanking Massacre
provided no rationale for their actions. They made no effort to explain it as a measure to terrorize other
Chinese cities into surrender, or even to extract the location of hidden valuables. Instead, the Rape appears on
the page of history as a psychopathic orgy of sadism for sadism's sake. Insatiably driven by hatred and,
apparently, an unabashed relish for cruelty, the Japanese soldiery abandoned any semblance of restraint.
Women of every age, from small children to ancient elders, suffered innumerable rapes, in many cases dying
from the mass raping alone. Those who did not die from sexual assault suffered death in other forms - shot,
decapitated, or tortured to death once the soldiers found themselves sexually exhausted. Other women suffered
fatal sexual torture involving the introduction of sharp foreign objects into their vagina or the placement of
firecrackers or live grenades inside. Even Third Reich personnel in the city interceded in a sometimes futile
effort to rescue victims from their tormentors. This book chronicles two of the most infamous events of the
20th century.
When Tigers Fight Dick Wilson 1983
Forgotten Ally Rana Mitter 2013-09-10 A history of the Chinese experience in WWII, named a Book of the
Year by both the Economist and the Financial Times: “Superb” (The New York Times Book Review). In 1937,
two years before Hitler invaded Poland, Chinese troops clashed with Japanese occupiers in the first battle of
World War II. Joining with the United States, the Soviet Union, and Great Britain, China became the fourth
great ally in a devastating struggle for its very survival. In this book, prize-winning historian Rana Mitter
unfurls China’s drama of invasion, resistance, slaughter, and political intrigue as never before. Based on
groundbreaking research, this gripping narrative focuses on a handful of unforgettable characters, including
Chiang Kai-shek, Mao Zedong, and Chiang’s American chief of staff, “Vinegar Joe” Stilwell—and also recounts
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the sacrifice and resilience of everyday Chinese people through the horrors of bombings, famines, and the
infamous Rape of Nanking. More than any other twentieth-century event, World War II was crucial in
shaping China’s worldview, making Forgotten Ally both a definitive work of history and an indispensable
guide to today’s China and its relationship with the West.

Shanghai 1937 Peter Harmsen 2015-10-20 The New York Times bestseller that inspired the documentary
Shanghai 1937: Where World War II Began on Public Television. At its height, the Battle of Shanghai
involved nearly a million Chinese and Japanese soldiers while sucking in three million civilians as unwilling
spectators—and often victims. It turned what had been a Japanese imperialist adventure in China into a general
war between the two oldest and proudest civilizations of the Far East. Ultimately, it led to Pearl Harbor and to
seven decades of tumultuous history in Asia. The Battle of Shanghai was a pivotal event that helped define and
shape the modern world. In its sheer scale, the struggle for China’s largest city was a sinister forewarning of
what was in store only a few years later in theaters around the world. It demonstrated how technology had
given rise to new forms of warfare and had made old forms even more lethal. Amphibious landings, tank
assaults, aerial dogfights, and—most important—urban combat all happened in Shanghai in 1937. It was a dress
rehearsal for World War II—or, perhaps more correctly, it was the inaugural act in the war, the first major
battle in the global conflict. Actors from a variety of nations were present in Shanghai during the three fateful
autumn months when the battle raged. The rich cast included China’s ascetic Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek
and his Japanese adversary, General Matsui Iwane, who wanted Asia to rise from disunity, but ultimately
pushed the continent toward its deadliest conflict ever. Claire Chennault, later of “Flying Tiger” fame, was
among the figures emerging in the course of the campaign, as was First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. In an ironic
twist, Alexander von Falkenhausen, a stern German veteran of the Great War, abandoned his role as a mere
advisor to the Chinese army and led it into battle against the Japanese invaders. Shanghai 1937 fills a gaping
chasm in our understanding of the War of Resistance and the Second World War.

The Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 S. C. M. Paine 2003 Table of contents
The Rape Of Nanking Iris Chang 2014-03-11 The New York Times bestselling account of one of history's most
brutal -- and forgotten -- massacres, when the Japanese army destroyed China's capital city on the eve of
World War II In December 1937, one of the most horrific atrocities in the long annals of wartime barbarity
occurred. The Japanese army swept into the ancient city of Nanking (what was then the capital of China), and
within weeks, more than 300,000 Chinese civilians and soldiers were systematically raped, tortured, and
murdered. In this seminal work, Iris Chang, whose own grandparents barely escaped the massacre, tells this
history from three perspectives: that of the Japanese soldiers, that of the Chinese, and that of a group of
Westerners who refused to abandon the city and created a safety zone, which saved almost 300,000 Chinese.
Drawing on extensive interviews with survivors and documents brought to light for the first time, Iris
Chang's classic book is the definitive history of this horrifying episode. "Chang vividly, methodically, records
what happened, piecing together the abundant eyewitness reports into an undeniable tapestry of horror." Adam Hochschild, Salon !--[if !supportAnnotations]-- !--[if !supportAnnotations]-- !--[endif]--
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China in World War II Joseph Babb 2019-07-31 Mao Zedong and the Communists and Chiang Kai-shek and the
Nationalists fought from 1927 until 1949 in an internecine struggle for control of China, and the fight against
Japan in World War II was a catalyst for the expanded civil war that followed. Imperialism, revolution, and
war with Japan are three vectors critical to understanding China today. The leadership of the People's
Republic of China from 1949 until now has been determined to a great extent by the "Century of Humiliation,"
recognized as 1839-1949, during which time foreign powers occupied and pillaged this great civilization. This
book provides background, context, and summaries of military campaigns fought by the Chinese from 1937 to
1941, when they were virtually alone in the war, and from 1942 to 1945, when the United States and Great
Britain joined them as allies. In addition to providing a detailed and engrossing narrative of China's internal
struggles and external prerogatives during the Second World War, the book analyzes new scholarship on key
battles, re-evaluates the performance of Chiang Kai-shek and other key actors, and argues that China's role in
the Allied victory in the Pacific has been underplayed.
The Wars for Asia, 1911–1949 S. C. M. Paine 2012-08-20 The Wars for Asia, 1911–1949 shows that the Western
treatment of World War II, the Second Sino-Japanese War and the Chinese Civil War as separate events
misrepresents their overlapping connections and causes. The Chinese Civil War precipitated a long regional
war between China and Japan that went global in 1941 when the Chinese found themselves fighting a civil
war within a regional war within an overarching global war. The global war that consumed Western
attentions resulted from Japan's peripheral strategy to cut foreign aid to China by attacking Pearl Harbour and
Western interests throughout the Pacific in 1941. S. C. M. Paine emphasizes the fears and ambitions of Japan,
China and Russia, and the pivotal decisions that set them on a collision course in the 1920s and 1930s. The
resulting wars together yielded a viscerally anti-Japanese and unified Communist China, the still-angry rising
power of the early twenty-first century.

The Second Sino-Japanese War Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-08-26 *Includes pictures *Includes
contemporary accounts *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading Though both nations
modernized, and China far outweighed Japan in terms of men and materiel potential, the island nation handily
won its first modern war. The conflict resulted in Japan's short-term gains in the wake of victory, and the long
term disaster for both sides' new roles in Asia, for with the end of Chinese dominance in East Asia came a new
era for the region as a whole, an era whose consequences and horrors would not be fully realized for several
more decades. Though scarcely mentioned in the world of early 21st century politics, Manchuria represented a
key region of Asia during the first half of the 20th century. Once the heartland of the fierce Manchu empire,
this northeastern Chinese region's rich natural resources made it a prize for nations in the process of entering
the modern age, and three ambitious nations in the midst of such a transformation lay close enough to
Manchuria to attempt to claim it: Japan, Russia, and China. For countries attempting to shake off their feudal
past and enter a dynamic era of industrialization, Manchuria's resources presented an irresistible lure. With
immense natural resources coupled to economic activity more concentrated than elsewhere in China, this
region, abutting Mongolia, Korea, the Yellow Sea, and the Great Wall "accounted for 90 percent of China's oil,
70 percent of its iron, 55 percent of its gold, and 33 percent of its trade. If Shanghai remained China's
commercial center, by 1931 Manchuria had become its industrial center." (Paine, 2012, 15). Thus, it's not
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altogether surprising that Japan's invasion of Manchuria in 1931 resulted from a long, complex chain of
historical events stretching back to the late 19th century. Approximately 380,000 square miles in extent, or 1.4
times the size of the American state of Texas, Manchuria came into Imperial Russia's possession in 1900 due to
the "Boxer Rebellion" in China, but the Russians held it only briefly; their defeat in the Russo-Japanese War
shook loose their control from important parts of Manchuria by the end of 1905. The Kwantung Army
deliberately shoved it over that brink in 1931, and the Japanese invasion and occupation of Manchuria is
sometimes described as the true beginning of World War II. At the very least, it marked the expansion of
Japan's imperial empire, its ongoing friction with China, and what would turn into a Chinese resistance
campaign that would last nearly 15 years until the end of World War II. Given its importance, the invasion of
Manchuria continues to be remembered as one of the seminal events of the 20th century. In 1937, the Empire
of Japan once more went to war with China, a nation broken into petty warlord fiefdoms and wracked by civil
war. The most modern Asian nation enacted a brutal campaign over the fragmented realms that made up
China, committing atrocities just as horrendous as their Axis ally in Europe. Despite this, the sheer size of
China, coupled with Japan's overextension, allowed the larger, less developed nation to endure. At the same
time, China was experiencing an equally brutal civil war between Nationalist and Communist forces. This
civil war became inextricably intertwined with the Second Sino-Japanese War and World War II, and the
sheer scale of the horrors of the conflict remain hard to believe today, even as action in that theater is often
overlooked because of events in Europe. The Second Sino-Japanese War: The History and Legacy of the
Deadly Conflict that Lasted Through the End of World War II examines the notorious fighting, as well as the
crucial aftermath. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about the Second Sino-Japanese War
like never before.
China and Japan at War, 1937–1945 Philip Jowett 2016-03-30 The 1937-1945 war between China and Japan
was one of the most bitter conflicts of the twentieth century. It was a struggle between the two dominant
peoples of Asia. Millions of soldiers fought on each side and millions of soldiers and civilians died. Philip
Jowett's book is one of the first photographic histories of this devastating confrontation. Using a selection of
almost 200 historic photographs, he traces the course of the entire war from the Japanese invasion and the
retreat of the Chinese armies and their refusal to surrender, to the involvement of the Americans and the
eventual Japanese defeat in 1945. His graphic account is an absorbing introduction this often-neglected theatre
of the Second World War. The images show the armies on all sides and the weaponry and equipment they
used. But they also record the experience of the troops, Chinese and Japanese, and of the Chinese civilians who
suffered terribly through eight years of war.

The China Incident G. William Whitehurst 2020-12-21 In 1937, Japan blundered into a debilitating war with
China, beginning with a minor incident near Peking (now Beijing) that quickly escalated. The Japanese won
significant battles and captured the capital, Nanking, after a horrific massacre of its citizens. Chiang Kai-shek,
China's acknowledged leader, would not surrender--each side believed it could win a war of attrition. The U.S.
sided with China, primarily because of President Roosevelt's personal bias in their favor. Drawing on a wealth
of sources including interviews with key players, from soldiers to diplomats, this history traces America's
unexpected and unpopular involvement in an Asian conflict, and the growing recognition of Japan's threat to
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world peace and the inevitability of war.
Armies of the First Sino-Japanese War 1894–95 Gabriele Esposito 2022-10-25 Describes how newly
modernized Japan waged war against China in its first overseas campaign, marking its rapid transition into
Asia's leading military power only 30 years after emerging from centuries of feudalism. After the Meiji
restoration of the Japanese imperial regime in 1868–77, modernization along Western lines of Japan's industry,
communications and land and naval forces advanced with remarkable speed and, by the 1890s, the rejuvenated
nation was ready to flex its muscles overseas. The obvious opponent was the huge but medieval Chinese
Empire, and the obvious arena for war was Korea, a nearby Chinese protectorate that Japan had long coveted.
(A secondary campaign would be fought on Formosa/Taiwan, an autonomous Chinese island protectorate.) In
this study, author Gabriele Esposito describes the bloodthirsty course of the Japanese campaign in China, using
colour illustrations and photos to showcase the organization, equipment and appearance of the various Chinese
forces (China had no true national army), the Imperial Japanese Army and Navy, and, for the first time in
English, the Korean and Formosan participants. Japan's victory left it confident enough to challenge Imperial
Russia and, nine years later, it defeated it at the Battle of Tsushima where two-thirds of the Russian fleet was
destroyed by the Japanese Navy. This victory confirmed Japan's place as Asia's leading military power, soon to
become a realistic rival to the West.
The Pursuit of Power in Modern Japan 1825-1995 Chushichi Tsuzuki 2000-04-13 This new history of modern
Japan covers its remarkable transformation from a small country on the fringe of international politics to the
major world power it is today. Professor Tsuzuki traces Japan's pursuit of power, first by military and then by
economic means, from her attempts to replace China at the centre of the Confucian Middle Kingdom; through
the Meiji nationalist response to the inroads of nineteenth century western imperialism; and on to the post-war
USJapanese alliance powering the economic miracle of the last half of the twentieth century. He examines
Japan's political, intellectual, and industrial development throughout the last two centuries, with special
attention to the wars that were fought, and argues that the history of Japan's modernization was closely linked
to the growth of Japan's own imperialism. Tsuzuki goes on to reveal how some of the factors which
contributed to remaking Japan as an economic giant have also been responsible for her recent economic and
political difficulties.
The First Sino-Japanese War Charles River Charles River Editors 2018-05-04 *Includes pictures *Includes
accounts of the fighting *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading Completing the Meiji
Restoration that heralded the dawn of a new era for both Japan and Asia, the island nation found itself thrust
into the modern world, a world of industry and conquest. Flexing its new muscles, the burgeoning power
soon came to blows with the regional power that for centuries dominated the area politically and culturally:
China. Also seeking to modernize in the wake of Western exploitation, China struggled to adapt to the
changing times, doing everything it could to maintain a balance between modernity and tradition. Japan found
that balance, and, its new industry desperate for raw materials, looked to the peninsula of Korea for new
markets and resources. China, in contrast, refused to strike such a balance, adopting a veneer of modernity
while maintaining the status quo, both domestically and with regards to Korea. For decades Korea existed as a
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protectorate of China, paying homage to the mighty Chinese dynasties while minding its own business as best
it could. However, sensing weakness in the former regional power after being defeated by the Europeans
during the Second Opium War, escalating tensions over Korea between the old power of China and the new
power of Japan led to the First Sino-Japanese War. In its first modern war, the modernized Japanese empire
went to war against the dominant power in the region, and though interested Western powers favored China,
Japan won the day, claiming Korea as their conquest and permanently upsetting the balance of power in the
region. The conflict paved the way for the future Empire of Japan and the collapse of the Qing Dynasty.
Though both nations modernized, and China far outweighed Japan in terms of men and materiel potential, the
island nation handily won its first modern war. Why did the smaller Japan defeat the formerly mighty Qing
Dynasty? What did both nations glean from the war? What did Western powers, watching the ancient dragon
battle the upstart tiger, think of the war? The answers to these questions reflect both Japan's short-term gains
in the wake of victory, and the long term disaster for both sides' new roles in Asia. For with the end of
Chinese dominance in East Asia came a new era for the region as a whole, an era whose consequences and
horrors would not be fully realized for several more decades. The First Sino-Japanese War: The History and
Legacy of the Conflict that Doomed the Chinese Empire and Led to the Rise of Imperial Japan looks at how the
two sides went to war, as well as the crucial aftermath. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn
about the First Sino-Japanese War like never before.
In a Sea of Bitterness R. Keith Schoppa 2011-12-12 The Japanese invasion of Shanghai in 1937 led 30 million
Chinese to flee their homes in terror, and live—in the words of artist and writer Feng Zikai—“in a sea of
bitterness” as refugees. Keith Schoppa paints a comprehensive picture of the refugee experience in one
province, Zhejiang, where the Japanese launched notorious campaigns.

Narratives of Diaspora W. Lim 2013-12-17 Chinese American authors often find it necessary to represent Asian
history in their literary works. Tracing the development of the literary production of Maxine Hong Kingston,
Amy Tan, Lisa See, and Russell Leong, among others, this book captures the effects of international politics and
globalization on Chinese American diasporic consciousness.

Sino-Japanese Naval War 1894-1895 Piotr Olender 2014-07-19 This new book covers the Sino-Japan Naval War
1894-1895, a little-known part of late 19thC naval history. The First Sino_Japanese War (1 August 1894 _ 17
April 1895) was fought between Qing Dynasty China and Meiji Japan, primarily over control of Korea. After
more than six months of continuous successes by the Japanese army and naval forces, as well as the loss of the
Chinese port of Weihai, the Qing leadership sued for peace in February 1895. The background, operations and
outcomes are described in detail. All the ships involved, both Japanese and Chinese, are described and
illustrated with full technical specifications. Profusely illustrated with scale drawings, maps, drawings and rare
photos.
The Japanese Invasion of Manchuria Charles River Charles River Editors 2017-03-23 *Includes pictures
*Includes accounts of the invasion and occupation written by Japanese and Chinese officers and civilians
*Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents Though scarcely
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mentioned in the world of early 21st century politics, Manchuria represented a key region of Asia during the
first half of the 20th century. Once the heartland of the fierce Manchu empire, this northeastern Chinese
region's rich natural resources made it a prize for nations in the process of entering the modern age, and three
ambitious nations in the midst of such a transformation lay close enough to Manchuria to attempt to claim it:
Japan, Russia, and China. For countries attempting to shake off their feudal past and enter a dynamic era of
industrialization, Manchuria's resources presented an irresistible lure. With immense natural resources coupled
to economic activity more concentrated than elsewhere in China, this region, abutting Mongolia, Korea, the
Yellow Sea, and the Great Wall "accounted for 90 percent of China's oil, 70 percent of its iron, 55 percent of its
gold, and 33 percent of its trade. If Shanghai remained China's commercial center, by 1931 Manchuria had
become its industrial center." (Paine, 2012, 15). Thus, it's not altogether surprising that Japan's invasion of
Manchuria in 1931 resulted from a long, complex chain of historical events stretching back to the late 19th
century. Approximately 380,000 square miles in extent, or 1.4 times the size of the American state of Texas,
Manchuria came into Imperial Russia's possession in 1900 due to the "Boxer Rebellion" in China, but the
Russians held it only briefly; their defeat in the Russo-Japanese War shook loose their control from important
parts of Manchuria by the end of 1905. The Japanese gained two important footholds in Manchuria thanks to
their victory. One consisted of Port Arthur (renamed Ryojun by the Japanese), an economically and
strategically vital harbor city on the Liaodung Peninsula, plus the peninsula itself. The other comprised the
South Manchurian Railway, which the Russians gave to the Japanese as a prize of war, in lieu of a cash
indemnity. The Japanese subsequently formed the South Manchurian Railway Company, mostly owned by
the Japanese Army, and Japanese civilians began investing heavily in Manchuria's lucrative industries. Tens of
thousands of entrepreneurs flooded into Manchuria, greatly strengthening Japan's interests in the area. The
Japanese Army stepped up their presence in this economically vital region, creating a quasi-independent
military force and government known as the "Kwantung Army." Naturally, the Chinese also wanted their
portion of the tempting Manchurian feast. Unable to go head to head with the organized, thoroughly
militaristic Japanese, they sent some 6 million emigrant laborers and settlers into the area as a sort of
"demographic occupation." Nominally Chinese but subject to massive Japanese investment and military
infiltration, filled with bandits and rival chieftains, Manchuria hovered on the brink of another conflict in the
1920s. The Kwantung Army deliberately shoved it over that brink in 1931, and the Japanese invasion and
occupation of Manchuria is sometimes described as the true beginning of World War II. At the very least, it
marked the expansion of Japan's imperial empire, its ongoing friction with China, and what would turn into a
Chinese resistance campaign that would last nearly 15 years until the end of World War II. Given its
importance, the invasion of Manchuria continues to be remembered as one of the seminal events of the 20th
century. The Japanese Invasion of Manchuria: The History of the Occupation of Northeastern China that
Presaged World War II examines the important events in northeastern China. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the invasion of Manchuria like never before.
China at War Hans van de Ven 2018-02-12 China’s mid-twentieth-century wars pose extraordinary
interpretive challenges. The issue is not just that the Chinese fought for such a long time—from the Marco Polo
Bridge Incident of July 1937 until the close of the Korean War in 1953—across such vast territory. As Hans van
de Ven explains, the greatest puzzles lie in understanding China’s simultaneous external and internal wars.
the-second-sino-japanese-war-the-history-and-lega
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Much is at stake, politically, in how this story is told. Today in its official history and public commemorations,
the People’s Republic asserts Chinese unity against Japan during World War II. But this overwrites the era’s
stark divisions between Communists and Nationalists, increasingly erasing the civil war from memory. Van de
Ven argues that the war with Japan, the civil war, and its aftermath were in fact of a piece—a singular process
of conflict and political change. Reintegrating the Communist uprising with the Sino-Japanese War, he shows
how the Communists took advantage of wartime to increase their appeal, how fissures between the
Nationalists and Communists affected anti-Japanese resistance, and how the fractious coalition fostered
conditions for revolution. In the process, the Chinese invented an influential paradigm of war, wherein the
Clausewitzian model of total war between well-defined interstate enemies gave way to murky campaigns of
national liberation involving diverse domestic and outside belligerents. This history disappears when the
realities of China’s mid-century conflicts are stripped from public view. China at War recovers them.
China at War Stephen R. MacKinnon 2007 This book describes, in vivid detail, the history of the Japanese
invasion and occupation and of different parts of China, from the viewpoints of scholars in China, Japan, and the
West

The Rape of Nanking Captivating History 2021-05-06 If you want to discover the captivating history of the
Second Sino-Japanese War, then keep reading... Many people in the West look upon the Second Sino-Japanese
War, which took place in the 1930s and 1940s, as a sort of sideshow to the larger Second World War, but there
is no separating the two. Imagine the Pacific War, the theater of World War II that took place in the Pacific. If
the Japanese were not busy fighting on another front, they would have had millions of more troops available
to fight the Americans and the British. In all likelihood, World War II would have ended the same way, but it
would have taken much longer and cost that many more lives. To understand the conflict between these two
Asian powers, we have to travel back in time quite a ways, for the story of what is known by many as the
Second Sino-Japanese War is long and rooted deep in history. In The Second Sino-Japanese War: A Captivating
Guide to Military Conflict That Began between China and Japan, Including Events Such as the Japanese
Invasion of Manchuria and the Nanjing Massacre, you will discover topics such as The Roots of the Conflict
Japan before the War Manchuria/Manchukuo China Proper Another "Incident" The Opponents The Tragedy
of Nanjing They Were Expendable The War Drags On Horrors Mostly Unknown Friends And much, much
more! So if you want to learn more about the Second Sino-Japanese War, scroll up and click the "add to cart"
button!
China and Japan Ezra F. Vogel 2019-07-30 China and Japan have cultural and political connections that stretch
back 1,500 years. But today they need to reset their strained relationship. Ezra Vogel underscores the need for
Japan to offer a thorough apology for its atrocities during WWII, but he also urges China to recognize Japan as
a potential vital partner in the region.
The Battle of Shanghai Charles River Editors 2019-10-13 *Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further
reading On October 29, 1937, a large crowd of people gathered on the bank of the Wusong River in Shanghai
to watch a spectacle, a life and death struggle unfolding directly in front of them across the river. The crowd
the-second-sino-japanese-war-the-history-and-lega
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was a curious blend of Chinese, European, and American civilians and journalists. Their focus was on the
Sihang Warehouse across the river, but it wasn't the warehouse itself that fascinated the onlookers. Instead, it
was the men inside the warehouse, the men of the 524th Regiment, the 88th Division of the Chinese
Nationalist Army. The soldiers were elite, and they were widely considered the best of the Nationalist Army.
They proudly called themselves "the Generalissimo's Own," after Jiang Jieshi, the generalissimo of the
Nationalist government and leader of China. The Chinese soldiers were prepared to fight and die to the last
man, and they were making their last stand there. By then, the city of Shanghai was in shambles. The
Imperial Japanese Military had invaded Shanghai on August 13, 1937, rapidly reducing the once-prosperous
city to a pile of burning rubble after three months of brutal urban combat. Countless blazing fires raged
throughout the city, some of which had been caused by the fighting, but most had been set by the retreating
Chinese Army in a futile effort to stall the Japanese invaders. The Chinese Nationalist Army had fought
valiantly against the Japanese, but the Chinese were hopelessly outgunned. Possessing few heavy weapons,
aircraft, and artillery, the Nationalist Army could not hope to defeat the Japanese, who possessed superior
firepower in every engagement against the Chinese troops. Causality rates for the Nationalist Army were
horrific, with some units being completely wiped out in the fighting. Many Nationalist Army units would be
completely annihilated in the three months of house-to-house fighting. As spectators watched from across the
river, a barrage of Japanese artillery slammed the warehouse, creating enormous craters on the walls and
sending shockwaves throughout the building. The Sihang Warehouse was six stories tall and made from thick
concrete, making it the ideal building to defend against an enemy with superior firepower, but the Chinese
soldiers could only hope to hold out for so long. The bulk of their army had already retreated, leaving the
524th the only Chinese unit left in the city. Rubble and the smell of cordite filled the air around the
warehouse as the Japanese pressed their attack. Light tanks supported waves of infantry as the might of
Imperial Japan focused its rage against a single Chinese warehouse. People watched nervously from across the
river as the Japanese soldiers advanced. Some bystanders put up large signs bearing Chinese characters large
enough to be seen across the river like some bizarre sporting event. They were mean to warn the soldiers in
the warehouse of any approaching Japanese attacks. There were whispers among the people watching that the
soldiers in the warehouse were called "The Lost Battalion." The Western newspapers had dubbed the battle for
the warehouse the Chinese Alamo. The Battle of Shanghai was a brutal testament to a new era of modern
warfare which, according to many historians, signified the beginning of the Second Sino-Japanese War, and
hence World War II. Despite the stand, China was a nation broken into petty warlord fiefdoms and wracked
by civil war between Nationalist and Communist forces. This civil war became inextricably intertwined with
the Second Sino-Japanese War and World War II, and the sheer scale of the horrors of the conflict remain hard
to believe today, even as action in that theater is often overlooked because of events in Europe. Indeed, the
Japanese launched a brutal campaign across the fragmented realms that made up China, committing atrocities
just as horrendous as their Axis ally in Europe.
The Second Sino-Japanese War Captivating History 2020-01-20 Many people in the West look upon the Second
Sino-Japanese War, which took place in the 1930s and 1940s, as a sort of sideshow to the larger Second World
War, but there is no separating the two.
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The Reluctant Combatant Kitamura Minoru 2014-04-15 The Reluctant Combatant offers proof that Japanese
political leaders were reluctant to engage China in a full-scale conflict during the Second Sino-Japanese War.
This book identifies several key aspects of the political context surrounding the Second Sino-Japanese War,
including the extreme fragility of the national united front against Japan, the view of Soviet Russia as Japan’s
principal potential adversary, and the potential threat to Japanese national defense a protracted war with China
would pose. This book reveals that the Communists, the National Government, local gentry, peasants, and
bandits occasionally collaborated with the enemy—Japanese troops—to expand their spheres of influence.
The Sino-Japanese War and Youth Literature Minjie Chen 2018-08-14 The Sino-Japanese War (1937 - 1945)
was fought in the Asia-Pacific theatre between Imperial Japan and China, with the United States as the latter's
major military ally. An important line of investigation remains, questioning how the history of this war has
been passed on to post-war generations' consciousness, and how information sources, particularly those exposed
to young people in their formative years, shape their knowledge and bias of the conflict as well as World War
II more generally. This book is the first to focus on how the Sino-Japanese War has been represented in nonEnglish and English sources for children and young adults. As a cross-cultural study and an interdisciplinary
endeavour, it not only examines youth-orientated publications in China and the United States, but also draws
upon popular culture, novelists' memoirs, and family oral narratives to make comparisons between fiction and
history, Chinese and American sources, and published materials and private memories of the war. Through
quantitative narrative analysis, literary and visual analysis, and socio-political critique, it shows the dominant
pattern of war stories, traces chronological changes over the seven decades from 1937 to 2007, and teases out
the ways in which the history of the Sino-Japanese War has been constructed, censored, and utilized to serve
shifting agendas. Providing a much needed examination of public memory, literary representation, and
popular imagination of the Sino-Japanese War, this book will have huge interdisciplinary appeal, particularly
for students and scholars of Asian history, literature, society and education.

China's War with Japan, 1937-1945 Rana Mitter 2013-06-27 In Rana Mitter's tense, moving and hugely
important book, the war between China and Japan - one of the most important struggles of the Second World
War - at last gets the masterly history it deserves Different countries give different opening dates for the
period of the Second World War, but perhaps the most compelling is 1937, when the 'Marco Polo Bridge
Incident' plunged China and Japan into a conflict of extraordinary duration and ferocity - a war which would
result in many millions of deaths and completely reshape East Asia in ways which we continue to confront
today. With great vividness and narrative drive Rana Mitter's new book draws on a huge range of new
sources to recreate this terrible conflict. He writes both about the major leaders (Chiang Kaishek, Mao Zedong
and Wang Jingwei) and about the ordinary people swept up by terrible times. Mitter puts at the heart of our
understanding of the Second World War that it was Japan's failure to defeat China which was the key
dynamic for what happened in Asia. Reviews: 'A remarkable story, told with humanity and intelligence; all
historians of the second world war will be in Mitter's debt ... [he] explores this complex politics with
remarkable clarity and economy ... No one could ask for a better guide than Mitter to how [the rise of modern
China] began in the cauldron of the Chinese war' Richard Overy, Guardian 'Rana Mitter's history of the SinoJapanese War is not only a very important book, it also has a wonderful clarity of thought and prose which
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make it a pleasure to read' Antony Beevor 'The best study of China's war with Japan written in any language
... comprehensive, thoroughly based on research, and totally non-partisan. Above all, the book presents a
moving account of the Chinese people's incredible suffering ... A must read for anyone interested in the origins
of China's contribution to the making of today's world' Akira Iriye About the author: Rana Mitter is Professor
of the History and Politics of Modern China at the University of Oxford and a Fellow of St Cross College. He is
the author of A Bitter Revolution: China's Struggle with the Modern World. He is a regular presenter of
Night Waves on Radio 3.

The Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895 S. C. M. Paine 2003 Table of contents
Men to Devils, Devils to Men Barak Kushner 2015-01-05 The Japanese Army committed numerous atrocities
during its pitiless campaigns in China from 1931 to 1945. Focusing on the trials of Japanese war criminals,
Barak Kushner analyzes the political maneuvering and propagandizing in both China and Japan that would roil
East Asian relations throughout the Cold War, with repercussions still felt today.
Surviving in Violent Conflicts Ting Guo 2016-09-23 This book examines the relatively little-known history of
interpreting in the Second Sino-Japanese War (1931-45). Chapters within explore how Chinese interpreters
were trained and deployed as an important military and political asset by competing domestic and international
powers, including the Chinese Nationalist Government (Kuomingtang), the Chinese Communist Party and
Japanese forces. Drawing from a wide range of sources, including archives in mainland China and Taiwan,
memoirs and interviews with former military interpreters, it discusses how the interpreting profession was
affected by shifts of foreign policy and how interpreters’ professional habitus was formed through their
training and interaction with other social agents and institutions. By investigating individual interpreters’
career development and border-crossing strategies, it questions the assumption of interpreting as an exclusive
profession and highlights interpreters’ active position-taking as a strategy of self-protection, a route to power, or
just a chance of a better life.
The Battle for China Mark Peattie 2013-12-01 This project offers the first English-language general history of
military operations during the Sino-Japanese war based on Japanese, Chinese, and Western sources.

Chinese and Japanese Films on the Second World War King-fai Tam 2014-10-24 This book examines
representations of the Second World War in postwar Chinese and Japanese cinema. Drawing on a wide range
of scholarly disciplines, and analysing a wide range of films, it demonstrates the potential of war movies for
understanding contemporary China and Japan. It shows how the war is remembered in both countries,
including the demonisation of Japanese soldiers in postwar socialist-era Chinese movies, and the pervasive
sense of victimhood in Japanese memories of the war. However, it also shows how some Chinese directors
were experimenting with alternatives interpretations of the war from as early as the 1950s, and how, despite
the "resurgence of nationalism" in japan since the 1980s, the production of Japanese movies critical of the war
has continued.
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China's War with Japan, 1937-1945 Rana Mitter 2014-05-08 Different countries give different opening dates for
the period of the Second World War, but perhaps the most compelling is 1937, when the 'Marco Polo Bridge
Incident' plunged China and Japan into a conflict of extraordinary duration and ferocity - a war which would
result in many millions of deaths and completely reshape East Asia in ways which we continue to confront
today. With great vividness and narrative drive Rana Mitter's book draws on a huge range of new sources to
recreate this terrible conflict. He writes both about the major leaders (Chiang Kaishek, Mao Zedong and Wang
Jingwei) and about the ordinary people swept up by terrible times. Mitter puts at the heart of our
understanding of the Second World War that it was Japan's failure to defeat China which was the key
dynamic for what happened in Asia.
War and Militarism in Modern Japan Guy Podoler 2009 A considerable amount of writing has been published
on Japan at war in WWII. Scholars have been revisiting the Russo-Japanese War of 1904–5. This volume
examines Japan’s twentieth-century approach to war and militarism in a wider perspective, bringing hitherto
unexamined new themes and subject-matter under scrutiny up to the present day.
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